
 

     If you werenõt able to attend our open 

house on Oct. 2, you need to stop by and 

take a tour of the old jail.   

     Our community turned out in large 

numbers that day in support of their local 

museum and òhidden gemó. 

     The building  is celebrating 140 years of 

service: a jail till 1914, apartments till 1966, 

main museum till 2007; and now it is once 

again back to its original form as a jail com-

plete with sheriff quarters. 

 Cutting the ribbon are board members, 

Don Awalt, Sherrie Minze, Nancy Rula, 

Leslie Tate, Linda Mullen, Curator Patricia 

Pratt, board members Brad & Diane Pullin.   

 

 

1881 Jail Open Once Again 
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     It was an action packed day with the Old West Chronicles  (J. D. 

and Christy FoxñHistorical Re-enactments) performing a John Wesley 

Hardin Skit.  The museum is very grateful for their participation; as well 

as to our emcee, Buzz Russell, speakers, Sheriff Jeremy Shipley, Mayor 

Kenneth Hughes, and musician Reverend Andrew Weitnerñplaying 

The Star Spangled Banner. 

     There has been much confusion through the years whether or not 

John Wesley Hardin actually spent a night in the old jail or not.  One of 

the goals this year will be to have the jail historical marker corrected.  

The marker currently contains information about the 1857 jail which 

was located on the same site.  Its foundations were uncovered when 

the chimney was added to the Carter Cabin in 1977.  It is possible that 

J.W. Hardin may have spent the night in this much older jail.  But the 

story still remains mostly legend. 

     An interesting Hardin family fact is that the 1850 sheriff of Lime-

stone (pre-division Freestone) County was Emanuel Clements, Sr., 

whose wife was Martha Balch Hardin, Aunt of John Wesley Hardin.  

Emanuel was also the first county clerk of Freestone County in 1851, 

while his brother, William Clements was the first sheriff of Freestone 

County (1851-52).  William shows up on the same 1850 census page as 

Daniel Potter of the Potter-Watson Cabin.  
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Desserts by Momma Cakes for supplying cookies for our open house! 

     Ever heard of the Clements Gang? History 

seems to indicate that the Emanuel Clements chil-

dren and the Hardin children, being first cousins, 

ran in some of the same circles together.  By 1860 

they had removed to Gonzales County. 
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2022 Sponsorship Renewal Time  

   

 Congratulation to Nancy Rula Once Again! 

Her book, The Year of 1890 in Freestone County won 2nd place and a $100 prize in the 

Texas State Genealogy Book Contest, Category VII: Books Published by Partner Societies . 

 

Congratulation to our Fire Truck  

She participated in both the Christmas parade and also Christmas at the Park., winning  2nd 

place in the  city Christmas Parade!   

 

Jazz Arthur Visits Museum 

     Dr. Robert Pallitto, Professor of Political Science at Se-

ton Hall University of South Orange, New Jersey, visit-

ed  the museum this fall.  Board Member, Don Awalt and 

wife, Mary, along with Curator, Patricia Pratt, assisted  him 

with his research of Freestone County native, Kenny 

Dorham, one of Americaõs great Jazz trumpeters and com-

posers.   Dr. Pallittoõs book is to be titled: ôWhistle Stop: 

An American Journeyõ which is inspired by Kenny 

Dorhamõs 1961 album of the same name.  

     Hopefully in the near future we will be able to show off 

this book.  (photo compliments of Mary Awalt) 
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EMAIL:  freestonecomuseum@windstream.net  

 

www.freestonecomuseum.com  

     It is time to renew you museum sponsorship for the coming year.  Our sponsorship pro-

gram , formerly known as membership, helps the museum with unexpected costs that come to 

us during the year.  Please return the attached sponsorship form at your convenience or you 

may now also donate online through our website homepage òDonateó button. 

     These donations go a long way to help us with special projects incurred with our eight build-

ing complex.  Various levels range from a PIONEER individual level of $15 to a VAL VERDE Cor-

porate Sponsor level of  $1,000.  Our goal this year is to obtain 100 sponsors!  

     Our cabins will need work this year and we have a long term goal of giving the metal building 

a pioneered themed fire house front.   

   Donations may now be made ONLINE through                                    

our website homepage òDONATEó button!   

Freestone County Historical Commission  

     The FCHC meets the 1st Tuesday of every quarter, usually 

at the Moody Bradley House.  The next meeting will be 

April  5, at 7:00 pm at Stewards Mill Church.  

Your Antioch Family Books (Turlington) are now in stock again! 
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Donations may now be made ONLINE through our website homepage òDONATEó button!   


