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These articles have been a great asset to our monthly newsletters. It sounds simple, but

getting to know people can be seriously hard. Sometimes it can take a life time. There|is no
finite time that tells you, you know this person now.

ol think a | ot of what we | earn about pth
People can tell udainReidyt hi ng they want. o0

There are many ti mes we dondt have the |ch
ber s. Wedbre either too busy or too rushe
cles have been very interesting and sometimes valid information to others. If you haven't
written a story about yourself think about it. Some members have either left the club or
passed away.

Before you assume,
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Get to know...
RICHARD WAER

Freedom. That’s the word that kept running
through my mind when I bought my first car, a 1963
Chevy II, after high school. She had a 194 CID
straight 6, a sketchy Powerglide, a rough body, and
she was ALL MINE. I kept her through college,
swapping the straight 6/Powerglide for a ‘Vette 327
with 12.5:1 compression backed by a TH350 and
going through rear tires at a steady rate. In my senior
year the electrical system fried itself so I gave her
up.

Over the years I’ve had a variety of cars -
1971 Datsun 2407, 1993 Porsche 911 RS America
(still have it), numerous trucks, SUVs and sedans —
that helped me exercise the freedom of going
anywhere, anytime. Sometimes those exercises were
day trips, sometimes weekend trips and sometimes
they were cross-country moves courtesy of the U.S.
Navy, but I was always in my car driving to a new
adventure. While deployed to Iraq from 2009-10 1
frequently thought of taking a long road trip
(something which carried a considerable amount of
risk in that country) and thought about what it would
take to restore the 1958 Cadillac convertible that had
been sitting in my grandmother’s backyard for 30+
years. It turns out she’d promised it to one of my
uncles, so I was out of luck. After returning I
purchased a 1967 Camaro convertible and the
following spring set out on Route 66 with one of my
cousins, starting at Chicago. Due to time constraints,
we did all of it except the California leg so that last
bit is on my To-Do list once the 383 engine swap is
complete.

A few years ago at a family reunion one of
my cousins approached me about taking a car off her
husband’s hands, a 1964 Corvette roadster. He had
purchased it from a salvage yard a decade prior and
let it sit untouched in his father’s garage. The
pictures showed the car was in rough shape, and we
were doing some work on our house at the time, so I
passed. However, a year later they still had it so we
worked out a deal and the old gal is currently in the
process of a ground up restoration.

Last summer I added another project to the
queue, a 1956 Chevy pickup that had been sitting in
a farmer’s field for 20+ years. She has the big rear
window, three on the tree, and a factory V-8 backed
by an overdrive transmission. When the cars are
finished I’ll start working on her.

So why all of the cars/trucks? It’s simple:
freedom.
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Get to know...
Rudy Soto

I was born in Tucson in 1950.

I own three cars all Chevy powered. I 0 et t o K
have a 1930 Ford with a 350 engine 8 Best ways t g

and a Blower. I also have a 1923 T- i estions
Bucket that I licensed in 1977, and of LAgk @emnul ne GU
course my 2.Focus on questions tlhat f
1968 Camaro ati on
that I bought S
in December
of 1970. I pur-
chased the
Camaro from
O’Reilly
Chevrolet for
around
$1,700. My
love affair for
47 years!

Avoi d-friapei questions
.Accept the awkwardness
,Actively listen to tlheir
.Pay att érotwihoeny troespopd
.Stay present

o N o o0~ W

i .Be honest
I retired from

Ratheon, here
in Tucson, a
few years ago. During my working
career | also painted aircraft and cars.

[ am now currently looking for a 1950
Chevy P/U Truck to restore.

NECESSARILY CLASSIC
By Carl Frers

“I’ve had old cars for a long time, not because
they were classics, but because I couldn’t afford
anything else. My first car was a Model A when 1
was 15 so I could go to high school 10 miles away
(sure wish I had it back!). I spent four years in the
Marine Corps (*54-°58), got married in 1960 (she
passed away in 2005), worked for the Post Office
for 32 years, during that time I started up a camper
company building custom toppers and campers for
customers (one time I had three people working
for me and I was working for Uncle Sam!). In
1991, when we moved to Tucson, I bought all of
my woodworking tools and started a cabinet shop
(I quit in 2013). T had a 1961 Falcon Ranchero.
We bought it new and sold it in 2015. Now I have
a 1964 Chevelle Malibu that is mostly original.
We bought it from my mother-in-law’s estate sale
in 1974. Now I do mostly nothing and sometimes
less than that. And enjoying the heck out of life,
finally. I also sold custom cabinetry at craft shows
and I had my own craft show for four years until
2013 (Ginny, my wife, said it took much time and
I was ready to quit anyway, so I did).” — Carl Frers
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Get to Know...
Rick Acevedo

My interest in classic cars started in
1961. | was 13 years old. That was the
year my mother, a widow, purchased a
1957 Bel Air. It was "love at first sight" the
day she drove it home! A few weeks later
my 18-year-old sister gave me my first
driving lesson.

The following year, my older brother
purchased a 1954 Bel Air. | set a goal for
myself, | wanted a Bel Air too. While
attending high school, it took me 3 years
working part-time after school and on
weekends at a neighborhood "Mom and
Pop" grocery store to achieve my goal. My
dream became a reality in my senior year.
I was the proud
owner of a 1955
Bel Air.

In 1970 | sold the _
car to my best}
friend for $100 8§
when | enlisted in i
the military. That S

was the same
year | met my B
wife
Rosemairi. She
owned a 1969
Pontiac Lep
Mans. We dated

two months,

married and recently celebrated our 46th
Anniversary. | returned from Viet Nam in
1972 and took advantage of the GI Bill. In
1974 the Le Mans was a trade-in for a new
Chevy Nova of that year. My first new
car! | am currently restoring the Nova.

In 1980 | found a 1957 truck. It was
exactly what | wanted, a short bed step-
side with a wraparound window. The
restoration of the truck took five years to
complete. It then served as my "daily

driver" to work. | was employed at Learjet
at the time. Two months following the
restoration, the truck was t-boned in a mid-
day accident caused by an intoxicated
female driver who had no car
insurance. The truck was totaled. | had
invested a good chunk of change on the
restoration so | purchased the truck from
my insurance company.

The 2nd restoration of the truck was put on
the back burner with the purchase of a
1957 Bel Air SW in 1986. It has been a
slow labor of love these past years,
balancing time and money to bring the SW
to its current condition with NO
RESTORATION. The non-restoration
included the "farming out" of the following:
paint job (1988),
original  engine
overhaul (2005),
new  upholstery
.+and head liner
& [ (2006), and
=& update of non-
¢ working factory A/
@& C to Vintage Air
§ (2014). All other
minor repairs are
self-performed.

1 have always
| looked forward to
. attending and
8 entering the SW
in local and some out-of-state (CA, NM
and NV) car shows. Nowadays, even
more so since my retirement last
January. | find conversing with other car
enthusiasts at car shows to be enjoyable
and knowledgeable.
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A Contribution from Our Newest Member

I couldn’t drive it for 9 months until I got my license
(at least that is what I let my parents believe). It was
a’57 Chevy truck I got from a neighbor. Since then,
I have had over 50 cars of many different styles,
makes and models.

By Louis Adams

My folks moved to Tucson when I was two and 1
have lived here for over 55 years so I’m about as
close as you can be to a native Tucsonan without
being born here. My name is pronounced ‘Louie’
although spelled Louis due to my father’s French
Canadian roots. I started driving when I was twelve
in my brother’s Baja Bug and have loved cars ever
since. I bought my first vehicle when I was 15 and

I have always been fond of the 1955-1959 Chevy
Workforce Trucks. When I set out to get this one |
wanted to get something that was a little

unusual. The NAPCO 4WD trucks were interesting
to me, so I kept a look out for one that wasn’t perfect
but not in need of a total restoration. I found an
original 1955 Chevy dealer conversion NAPCO
4WD and have been working on it for the last year
and a half. The drive train needed some work and has
been restored by Mark at Western Differential. The
rest of the time has been spent fixing 60 years of
wear and tear and other repairs. My goal is to get it
back to being a reliable driver while keeping it as
original as possible.

Be sure to check out the Tucson
Corvair Association newsletter at

http:/corvairs.org/
TCA_corvairsation.htm

CLUB WEBSITE: http://classicchevyclubo
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Paul and Janett Bradford

In May of 1955 I got my first new car where I grew up in
Rapid City, SD. It was was a 1955 Sea Mist over Neptune
Green four door V-8 Chevy Belair with 3speed and overdrive.
A year later I married my wonderful wife Janett and we left
almost immediately for Los Angeles. Then in 1957 Uncle
Sam requested my service and I was eventually stationed in
Phoenix. Ten years later in 1967 the company [ was working

for transferred me to Tucson. (I’'m not sure
what I did to deserve that!) Anyway almost 50
years later we are still here. And so is the ‘
Chevy.

As our family grew to include two girls and three boys the Chevy was not big enough to hold the whole gang
and it was finally put out to pasture (in the back yard) in favor of a string of Station Wagons. T always
intended to restore the car “someday” but with all the kid’s activities; Sports, Boy scouts etc. there was never
time. As the boys became teenagers they each began restoring the Chevy.

Then when our youngest son was fourteen in 1982 he completely refurbished the interior and changed the
color to the red and white it sports today. By the time I retired from Raytheon in 1999 it was in need of some
serious mechanical work but once again restoration was put on the back burner as we decided to sell the house
and travel year around in a motorhome. Now after visiting all 50 states and Canada I hope to complete the
restoration to make it a daily driver. WITH AIR CONDITIONING!
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