Gt. Lawrence  THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY,
- THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST: HOLY EUCHARIST
o e Cpiscopal Church January 11, 2026 at 9 AM

Prelude Variations on Alle Menschen miissen sterben (Salzburg) P.377b
Johann Gottfried Walther (attrib. Johann Pachelbel)

Please stand as you are able.

Opening Hymn Joy to the world Hymnal 100
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Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.; Music: Antioch, George Frederic Handel (1685-1759);; Adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872)

Opening Acclamation

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

All And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider There is one Body and one Spirit;

All There is one hope in God's call to us;

Presider One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

All One God and Father of all.

Presider The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.

Presider Let us pray.

Collect

Presider Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess
him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God,
in glory everlasting.

All Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading

Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;

he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,

or make it heard in the street;



All

Psalm 29

All

a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.

He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the LoRrD, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I am the LoRrD, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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1 Ascribe to God, you heavenly beings, *
ascribe to God glory and strength.

2 Ascribe due honor to God’s holy Name; *
worship the Most High in the beauty of holiness.

3 The voice of God is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
God is upon the mighty waters.



il

4 The voice of God is a powerful voice; *
the voice of God is a voice of splendor.

5 The voice of God breaks the cedar trees; *
God breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 God makes Lebanon skip like a calf *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7 The voice of God splits the flames of fire;
the voice of God shakes the wilderness; *
God shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8 The voice of God makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.

9 And in the temple of the Holy One, *
all are crying, “Glory!”

10 God sits enthroned above the flood, *
enthroned for evermore.

11 God shall give strength to the people; *
God shall give the people the blessing of peace.

Text: Order of Saint Helena, © 2006, Church Publishing, Inc.; Music: Robert Knox Kennedy (b. 1945) © 1979, GIA Publications, Inc.
Permission to reprint and stream this psalm obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-722523. All rights reserved.

Second Reading Acts 10:34-43

Reader

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;
but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people
but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him



after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the proph-
ets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins

through his name.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

All Thanks be to God.

All children are invited to join the Gospel procession! Take an instrument from the basket and with
Jjoy & enthusiasm herald the proclamation of the Gospel!

Please stand as you are able.

Sequence Hymn
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Words: Ruth Duck (1947-2024), © 1992 GIA Publications; Music: Festal Song, William H. Walter (1825-1893)
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Holy Gospel

Presider
All

All

Homily

Matthew 3:13-17

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would
have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just
as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Rev. Stefi Baiju

Following the sermon, we will hold a short period of silence, begun and ended with the ringing of a
bell. As with all things in our liturgy, we do not expect perfection and celebrate that the Holy Spirit
meets us wherever we are--be it in stillness or in the joyful presence of children in our midst.

Procession to the font

Spirit of God you moved over the waters Voices Found 58
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Words: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, © 1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved; Music: O quanta qualia, melody from Antiphoner, 1681
Permission to reprint and stream this hymn obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-722523. All rights reserved

Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Presider

Presider

All

Presider
All

Presider
All

Dear People of God: In Holy Baptism we have become part of that great fellowship of
believers in all times and places: the Communion of Saints. In baptism, God has
adopted us as children and made us members of Christ’s body and inheritors of God'’s
kingdom with the saints in light. Let us now renew the vows of our baptism by which
God has made us a holy people.

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to
Jesus Christ?
I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.



Presider
All

Presider

All

Presider

All

Presider
All

Presider
All

Presider

All

Presider

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return
to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God'’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us
in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Thanksgiving over water

Presider
All

Presider
All

Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in
the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bond
age in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of
John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us,
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.



Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who

come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit.

By the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born
again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to
you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn Behold, behold I make all things new
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Words and Music: John Bell, © 1995, WGRG c/o Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent
Permission to reprint and stream this hymn obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-722523. All rights reserved.



Prayer of the People

Intercessor
All

Intercessor
All

Intercessor
All

Intercessor
All

Intercessor
All

Intercessor
All

Intercessor
All

Intercessor
All

Intercessor

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;

That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

The Presider concludes with a collect.

The Peace

Presider
All

Offertory Hymn

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

The sinless one to Jordan came
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Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to
shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Sanctus (sung together)
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Presider

All

Presider

All

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all.

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension,
we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of

your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God,
now and for ever.

Amen.

13



The Lord’s Prayer
Presider As our Savior Christ has taught us we now pray,

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem
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Setting: Alan Whaley, Used by Permission. All Rights Reserved

Presider The gifts of God for the people of God.
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Ushers will guide you to the front of the congregation, where you will have the option to receive
regular or gluten-free bread.

We offer two options for receiving wine. If you wish to drink directly from the common cup, please
proceed to the communion ministers holding chalices, directly next to the bread stations. If you wish
to receive by intinction (dipping the bread into the wine), please proceed to the external communion
stations, where you will find Eucharistic ministers holding intinction bowils.

Communion Hymn Now in This Banquet
Redfrain | .. | 5 .
& : L &
% iy ! ] e - i - |’ I
) g l' i & : : : i
Now in this ban - quet, Christ is our  bread,
2.4 : I 1 I i
: - 5 - - - = 2t
Here shall all hun - gers  be fed.
=+ I i = -
A B = — ! =
) . 1 - 1 |
Bread tham 15 bro - ken, wing  that 15 poured,
i i [l i
1 1 1
See e e e SL ===
LY L F -
Love is  the sign of  owr Lord
Verses 1, 2
4 — " I ‘
- a = » - r | - F ﬂ__l'.‘l__i___ir__
l. You who have touched uws and graced us with love,
2. Let our heans bum with the fire of your lovel
| — i W
make us your peo-ple of good-ness and light.
0 - pen our eves to the glo - ry  of God.
Verse 3
= N O— } .
—— 3 == —7 : ?
] — 1 ) — " 1
3. God who makes the blind 1o see, God who makes the

"May o sSunNg v canon,

15



ﬂ*f—r 2 =
— I e ' I i —
lame 10 walk, bring us danc - ing in - o day,
1 4 H'E‘
#'—f — —F— i
I | i - Il = e
lead your peo - ple in  your way.
Verse 4
L | p - f |F F F rﬂ.la-
- — I : —
4. Hope for the hope-less, light for the blind,
i 1 | h't:'
— e — 1
%ﬁf — s i i i
“Strong” is  your name, Lord,  “Gen-tle” and “Kind.”
Verse 5
i = 1 1
e = I F» P F
I ' _— | | —
5. Call vs 1to be your light, call us to  be your love,
, , D.C.
L 1 1 ' :Ei : . - 'F‘ E.
- : = - Be Fin )
make us  your peo - ple a gain,
Verse 6
I ! i : 1 1
5%‘ -  —— -r .r_ " = ==
6. Come 0  Spir - it! re - new our hearts!
3 & L i i D
e e e e
= ' ! | i
We shall a - nse w be chil-dren of light.

Words and Music Marty Haugen, b.1950 © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc
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The sending forth of Eucharistic Visitors
When Eucharistic Visitors are sent out the following words are used.

All In the name of God and this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy
gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s
Body. We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

Postcommunion Prayer
Presider Let us pray.

All Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacra-
ment of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior.

Amen.
Blessing
Presider May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the
world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always.
All Amen.
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Words: Sts. 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984) © 1985, Church Publishing, Inc.; Music: Sa/zburg, melody Jakob
Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750); Permission to reprint and stream this hymn obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-
722523. All rights reserved

Dismissal

Deacon  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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WELCOME!
New to St. Lawrence? Please complete the top part of the newcomers card found in the pews and
either drop it in the collection plate or hand it to an usher.

If you need assistance with the Hear Aid Loop, please see an usher.

Welcome to the Soft Space!
This special area is for children age 5 and under a cozy place to wiggle, wonder, and worship.
Here, little ones can experience our liturgy, worship, and communion
in a comfortable and engaging way.
Here, little ones can feel at home in God'’s presence just as they are!

Join us for coffee hour in the narthex immediately following the service

Those attending a worship service at St. Lawrence are entering an area where photography, video,
and audio recording may occur on behalf of St. Lawrence. Please be aware that these images may
be used for promotional purposes, including on our website or social media, without obtaining
express written permission.
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Community Prayers

The Universal Church, its members and its mission; Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de
America; and for our Companion Dioceses of Southeast Mexico and Renk

The concerns of the local community, especially those who are affected by gun violence

Those who suffer and are in any trouble and those who have requested our prayers: Sherry, Joe,
Celeste, Danny, Kristine, Valorie, Craig, Jane, Evelyn, Cara, Debi, Jack, Carl, Steve, Tom, Robin,
Duke, Phyliss, Mike, Ruth, Dirimar, Danielys, Wilquer, Benjamin, John, Kathy, Kay,

Jennie, Cate, Bill

We pray for those who are incarcerated, especially: Karlondo, Jermain, Christino, Maurice, Rickie,
Apolinar

We pray for those awaiting children, especially: Diana and Shane; Ashton and Cory

We give thanks for the arrival of children.

We pray for those who have died, especially: Jack, Robert

For those who have lost loves ones, especially: the Smith family, the Frank family

We pray for our beloved animal companions, especially: Buster, Oreo

We pray for peace and healing in our nation and the world.

We pray that peace and justice may come soon in places of war and conflict, and for all whose life

of service puts them at risk; and for all victims of religious, racial and gender oppression throughout
the world.

If you have a loved one you would like mentioned in the Prayers of the People list, please write
their first name on the clipboard located at the rear of the church. You may also visit
www.stlawrencechurch.org and click on "worship” and look for "Online Prayer Group”.

Names are checked and updated weekly and refreshed every month.
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Godly Play 2026

Bable stories with Wondering /A,
Action sangs, and Fum crofts!

L] e
We con't wait to see
[ ] weur child Yhere!
For more infomation confact
Fgmcopt. Church asseciate @y tiawrencechurch org

Godly Play 2026 — Happy to Share the Good News!

Welcome back! We are so happy to see our children and families again as we begin a new year
of Godly Play together. We are excited to share some wonderful news for 2026 and look forward to
learning, wondering, and growing in faith with our children.

We are delighted to announce that this year we are introducing Nursery Godly Play classes for chil-
dren ages 3—4. These classes will take place in the nursery room. After receiving the Eucharist, chil-
dren will go to their assigned classrooms according to their age groups.

Our dedicated Godly Play teachers are ready and excited to welcome the children!

This Week’s Focus

Nursery Class (Ages 3—4):

Children will listen to the Creation story and participate in the action song "God Made the

World. ”They will also enjoy coloring sheets that reinforce the story and encourage creative reflec-
tion on God’s creation.

Elementary Class (Ages 5-7):

Children will learn about the season of Epiphany and its meaning in the life of the Church. They will
be introduced to the Epiphany chalk door blessing as a symbol of welcoming Christ into our homes.
Each child will take chalk home to share this tradition with their family.

Junior Class (Ages 8+):

Students will learn about Baptism, beginning with an introduction to its meaning and purpose. They
will explore why Baptism is important in the life of the Church and how it is a sign of God'’s grace,
belonging, and new life in Christ. Children will also study Baptism in Scripture, learning key biblical
stories that reveal God’s promise and covenant with God’s people.

Note for Parents:

You are warmly invited to join us for Coffee Hour after the service while the children participate
in Godly Play. Kindly pick up your children at 10:45 AM.
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' % Adopt a Poinsettia — Help yourself to a poinsettia throughout the church.

“y

St. Lawrence Book Group

Everyone is welcome to join us Monday, January 12 at 7 PM in the Fireside Room for a discussion
on West with Giraffes by Linda Rutledge.

LYNDA RUTLEDGE Amazon review: It's 1938. The Great Depression lingers. Hitler is threatening

Europe, and world-weary Americans long for wonder. They find it in two giraffes
who miraculously survive a hurricane while crossing the Atlantic. What follows is

a twelve-day road trip in a custom truck to deliver Southern California’s first gi-
raffes to the San Diego Zoo. Behind the wheel is the young Dust Bowl! rowdy
Woodrow. Inspired by true events, the tale weaves real-life figures with fictional

ones, including the world'’s first female zoo director, a crusty old man with a

past, a young female photographer with a secret, and assorted reprobates as
spotty as the giraffes.
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y ST LAWRENCE CHURCH
: AT STORYPOINT LIBERTYVILLE

Y
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Tuesday, January 13 at 2 PM
8901 Florsheim Dr.
Libertyville

EVERYOMNE IS WELCOME Ter FOHMN!
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On the STL calendar (see the entire calendar on the STL website, stlawrencechurch.org)
Monday, January 12 - STL Book Group, Fireside Room, 7 PM

Tuesday, January 13 - StoryPoint Service, Libertyville, 2 PM

Saturday, January 17 - Seeking Sophia, Fireside Room, 9 AM

Monday, January 19 - Church offices closed

Tuesday, January 20 - Young Episcopal Seniors, Library, 11:30 AM; Vestry Meeting, Fireside
Room, 7 PM

Saturday, January 24 - Hope Food Pantry, Narthex, 8-10 AM

Sunday, January 25 - STL Annual Meeting, Sanctuary, 10:15 AM; Godly Play,

Godly Play Room, 10 AM

Joia the St lugvonce
YOUNG EPISCOPAL SENIORS -YES

Brown Bag Lunch
Third Tuesday of the Month

January 20, 2026
11:30 AM
Library

Brirgg your lusel and a wmall dib bo pass.
CaffeniTeantstar provded
Lanksrl Ann Lelfler for moare informadion, B47-918- 9897

Please join us for a

[ ]

Gt. Lawrence
e Episcopal Church
|

ANNUAL MEETING

SUNDAY, |JANUARY 25, 2025
Immediately following the 9:00 AM service
in person and online
Sunday School will meet in the
Sunday School Room during the meeting
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