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President's Message 

 
Hello,  

Another successful RBS Show. We had fantastic 
display trees from our members and a fully stocked 
sales area. Thank you to all the members that 
helped on both Saturday set up and Sunday all day. 
We could not have the done it without you. ❤ 
Our own panel of judges were selected this year 
with Steve in the lead. Thank you, gents, for your 
time and effort in selecting the winners for this 
year. 
We went super high tech in the sales area this year 
with Nick organising a new system with the 
assistance of the other Nick and Noreen and 
Noreen’s son Matt. Thanks guys for the great work. 
We hope to continue with this system for future 
shows. 
Our next meeting is on April 22nd at midday. We 
will be doing a bring back of our previous forest 
trees and starting from scratch with a new forest 
demo. For those who would like to bring a forest 
to display for the group or have some stock they 
would like to make into a forest planting, please 
bring them along. Hopefully we will have a slide 
show of this year’s show trees for your visual 
pleasure. 🤣 The winners have been invited to 
bring back their trees to the meeting to display. 
See you all soon. 

Karen 😀 

 

Upcoming Events 2023 

 
 April 22nd Next Meeting – Forest trees bring 

back and forest making demonstration. 

 27th May Meeting - Learner’s Group  

 Bimer Bonsai Society – Show May 6&7 

 AABC – National Convention - Perth WA 

May 19 – 22 
 

New Members 

 
It is great to see we have had several new members 
joining our club over the last month and would like 
to welcome you to the Newsletter and our club and 
look forward to seeing you at our meetings.  Our 
next meeting is April 22nd, and we would encourage 
you to reach out to our bonsai enthusiasts for 
advice and discussion around anything bonsai. The 
next Learner’s Group is at our May 27th meeting, 
and this is a great opportunity to bring any trees 
you wish to ask advice on in this session. We also 
have a comprehensive library for you to borrow 
books. The club maintains a shop for you to 
purchase tools, wire, pots and bonsai soils. 
 

Special Anzac Day Article on Pines 

 
Please see below a reprint article generously 

provided by Alan of the Canberra Bonsai Society 

on Lone Pine and bonsai. A very interesting and 

informative article timely for all Australian’s on 

Anzac Day. “Lest we Forget”. 

 

This article was originally published in 

“Wirrabara” the newsletter for the Canberra 

Bonsai Society. 
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In My Garden – April 2023 

 

Everyone loves their Claret Tops, sometimes too much 
and sometimes they can be like our pets when we feed 
them too much; it might not be such a good idea. I’m 
thinking of course of that kid’s book ‘A Fish Out of 
Water’ by Helen Palmer. As Mr Carp said to the boy 
about the goldfish he was buying, “You must feed him 
so much and no more, never more than a spot, or 
something may happen, you never know what.” 

We all know how happy they are to be wet and so, more 
often than not, they are grown in a saucer of water. In 
the warmer three quarters of the year they are certainly 
happy with that and put on boundless new growth. With 
our mild winters they might not even pause for the 
cooler dryer weather. 

Successful bonsai development demands that we match 
the treatment of our trees with what it is we want from 
them throughout the growing cycle. By being the adult 
in control we determine the pace and timing and extent 
of their growth and any intervention. Now our Claret 
Tops like it wet but does that fit with what we want from 
them all the time? 

Fast growth in our developing bonsai when they are 
young is exactly what we want, so they produce material 
for us to shape and to put on trunk and branch weight. 
For the claret tops, excess root space and excess water 
help achieve that. But of course, as they mature and 
reach a point you are happy to call them bonsai, the 
need for that rapid growth declines. Rapid growth 
brings apical dominance and an advancing ‘front’ of 
new shoots and leaves, which if unconstrained 
encourages the tree to ‘drop’ the older lower branches. 
So this rapid growth has a downside if not controlled. 

There is a time for fast growth and a time for slow. 
Slower growth is more controllable and is better for the 
preservation of the full profile of branches and a mature 
shape. Bonsai pots themselves are shallow and small in 
the interests of constraining root growth and slowing a 
tree down. As your Claret Top reaches a point of 
maturity it might be time to think about weaning them 
off all that water and growing them ‘dry’ and in a bonsai 
pot. 

Happy bonsai, 

Steve 

 
Claret Tops from this year’s annual show 
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Redlands Bonsai Website News 

 
We have some great news to share on the success of 
our new website which has generated some 400 views 
in the last month. Now the website has been up and 
running for some time is there any content you would 
like to see that is not covered currently. The website is  
a great opportunity to highlight our club and our 
bonsai.  

 
 
 
The Annual Show this year was highly successful 
through our sales tables and the high quality of trees 
being presented this year and the participation of 
general public viewing through the door. 
 
I have added all the entrant trees onto the website for 
members and public viewing. 
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Redlands Bonsai “Best in Show 2023” 

Hinoki Cypress by Gwen  
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RBS Members Bonsai Show Results 2023 

 
Best in Show 
Winner:  Gwen J  Hinoki Cypress 
 
Large: over 65cm 
Winner:  Geoff    Juniper 
Runner up:  Gilbert T  Ficus Rubignosa 
Best Native:  Gilbert T  Ficus Rubignosa 
 
Intermediate: 45-65cm 
Winner:  Gwen J  Hinoki Cypress 
Runner up:  Tony W   Juniper              
Best Native:  Steve C  Ficus Benjamina 
 
Small: 25-45cm 
Winner:  Noreen C         Clerodendrum 
Runner up:             Steve C          Shimpaku Juniper 
Best Native:  Steve C         AphananthePhilippinensis 
 
Miniature: Under 25cm 
Winner:  Gilbert T  Buxus  Harlandii 
Runner up:  Geoff S  Willow Leaf fig 
Best Native:  Steve C    Ficus Benjamina 
 
Novice Class 
Winner:  Ryan M           Weeping Fig 
 
BCI Award  Glennis B   Unavailable  
 
Certificate of Merit 
Barbara B 
Doug Mac 
Nick S 
Tony W 
Andrew M 
 
 People’s Choice 
 
Gwen J  Hinoki Cypress 
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  RBS Meeting Protocol 

 

Our meetings are held at the Wellington Point Recreation Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd, Wellington 

Point QLD 4160, unless otherwise noted. Our annual show is generally held at the Donald Simpson 

Centre in Bloomfield Street, Cleveland.  You will find the yearly program on the last page of our 

newsletter. Watch this space for the 2023 program calendar or check out the website. 

 

The hall will be open at 11am for members and visitors’ meetings, with committee meetings to be 

held from 11am before each normal meeting. 

 

Foundations Development Program 

This is a course of 8 x 3hr lessons, please talk to Steve C if you wish to join in this program. 

 

Learners’ Group  

 

The group is designed for informal tuition and coaching from 11am to 12:00 pm on meeting days 

when a demonstration or presentation is scheduled. Senior members will be available to offer advice 

and support. Please check program calendar at end of newsletter for dates. 

 

Workshops 
 

Meetings generally consist of workshops and/or demonstrations. Tables will be provided for 

members to work on their trees. 

Bring trees that need work, or trees for which you would like some advice. More experienced 

members are encouraged to share their accumulated knowledge with the newer members.  
 

 

 

 

Name Badges 

 

Name badges are provided by the club, and we encourage everyone to wear them at the meeting 

allowing everyone to converse with other members by name.  
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Door Prize / Raffle 

 

At each meeting there will be door and raffle prizes drawn. Members displaying trees will be given a 

free raffle ticket. Do not forget to let the people on the front desk know you are entitled to a free 

ticket if you have brought a display tree. 

 

Annual Fees 

 

Fees for 2023.  
 
Our membership fees for 2023 ae currently under review in our next meeting. The update will 
be advised in due course. There will still be a raffle for those who want to participate. Fees are 
due by the end of this year (2023).  
 
Banking details for online renewals as follows: 

Name: Redlands Bonsai Society Inc – BSB 

633000 – Account 169724416 

 

Fee arrangements are as follows: 

 Annual fees are payable from the date of the AGM in November, for the following calendar 

year. 

 For members, fees unpaid on 31st March in the year make the member unfinancial and no 

newsletter or other club services will be available until membership fees are paid. 

 New Members who join the club in the first 6 months of the calendar year pay full 

membership rates. 

 Members joining after 30th June pay ½ fee for that year. They will thereafter be required to 

pay a full year fee from November for the following calendar year. 

 Participation in exhibiting in the annual show, selling product at the show or at meetings, 

receiving the newsletter and voting at the AGM are not available to non-financial members. 
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Workshop Meetings 
 

Workshop Meetings are scheduled as outlined below in the yearly calendar.  

The purpose of these workshop meetings is for both novice and experienced members to work on 

and discuss their bonsai trees in an informal environment.  Experienced bonsai artists are available 

to answer and assist with any queries and questions. Please reach out to any of these members. 

Always remember advice comes with many opinions so weigh up all the information provided and 

follow the advice you are most comfortable with. What story do you want your trees to tell? 

Your Committee Members for 2023 

President: Karen F. 

Vice President: Heather L. 

Treasurer: Nick J. 

Secretary: Noreen C. 

New member greeter: Julie B. 

Newsletter: Rod C. 

Member: Mel B. 

Member: Julie B. 

Member: Sandy C. 

Member: Ryan M. 

 

You are welcome to join the committee to help add your voice to the operation of the club. It is 

always good to get feedback and suggestions and your input is always welcome to advance the club 

experience. 
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REDLANDS BONSAI SOCIETY - PROGRAM FOR 2023 
Month Date Day Meetings and Workshops Additional activities 

January  28 Sat 
Committee Meeting 11am 
Foster tree return / Show raffle tree 
rework with Steve 

Learners group from 11am 

February 25 Sat 
Committee Meeting 11am 
AGM 2022/2023 Prep your trees for show 
/ Workshop From 12pm 

March 
25 Sat Show Setup   
26 Sun Annual Show   

April 22 Sat 
Committee Meeting 11am 
Forest trees bring back and forest making 
demo From 1200 

May 27 Sat 
Committee Meeting 11am 
Talk on Minis with Tony Watt and arvo 
workshop 

Learners group from 11am Meeting 
12pm 

June 24 Sat 
Committee Meeting 11am 
Ugly Tree day Problem tree advice session From 1200 

July 22 Sat 
Committee Meeting 11am 
Workshop / Deciduous tree wiring and 
pruning 

Learners group from 11am Meeting 
12pm 

August 26 Sat 
Committee Meeting 11am 
Jeff Bray from Gold Coast Tweed Club From 1200 

September 23 Sat 
Committee Meeting 11am 
Workshop Learners group from 11am 

October 28 Sat RBS Market Day  

November 25 Sat 
Committee Meeting 11am 
Native Tree bring back and native 
workshop Q&A 

 From 12pm 

December 9 Sat Christmas Party   
 

 

 


