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Newsletter May 2024 in this issue  

 

 Presidents Message 

 Marcela Ferreira – from Karate Kid to 

Aussie Native’s: Marcela’s Bonsai Odyssey 

 Marcela Ferreira – one of Australia’s 

premier and most passionate bonsai 

artists. 

 Photos from last meeting 

  

President's Message 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 2024 

 

 May Meeting – Saturday 25th  

 May 25th Interstate guest demonstrator – 

Marcela Ferreira 

 May 26th - Workshops with Marcela 

Ferreira 

 National Bonsai Convention 16-19 May 

2025 

 
 

 

I am declaring May as Brisbane/Redlands Bonsai 
Month. 

Firstly, there was the Bimer Bonsai Annual Show on 
the weekend of 11th & 12th, followed by my first 
National Bonsai convention from 18th to 19th. To 
bring it home Redlands have brought out the very 
talented and passionate native specialist Marcela 
Ferriera for a presentation/demonstration on this 
Saturday 25th and Workshops on Sunday, 26th May. 
She is not to be missed, and there are still some 
spots available for workshop participant ($50) and 
observers ($10) at the time of writing this. Please 
bring your native trees to Saturday’s meeting if 
you’d like a critique from Marcela. 

Over the weekend just been a number of our 
members attended the 36th AABC National Bonsai 
Convention, that was held in Brisbane City. This 
was a great opportunity to see a display of 100 
amazing trees from around Queensland (silly Fire 
Ants meant that trees from other states couldn’t 
come). These conventions are also a fantastic 
opportunity to meet likeminded bonsai enthusiasts 
(as well bonsai tragic’s like me  ) from all around 
Australia and New Zealand. It’s great to share 
stories and talk about what species grow well in 
their area, and also just great to chat to people that 
are passionate about their tiny trees. 

Headlining the convention was Koji Hiramatsu, 
who as well as being a master on Junipers and 
Pines, was equally at home styling a Claret Tops 
Melaleuca Linarifolia. New Zealand’s Martin 
Walters fabricated and styled an amazing rock and 
tray, and with Koji combined for a magnificent 
mountain display. Andrew Sellman expertly crafted 
a collected Clerodendrum, while Lindsay & Glennis 
Bebb weaved their magic on a wonderful flowering 
Camelia. Our very own Noreen Cicala even 
competed in the interclub challenge under 
stressful conditions and received a commendation 
on her wiring from Koji himself. 

Amongst a great selection of trees displayed by our 
members, I’d like to shine a light on two special 
things. 

While the Convention’s main purpose is to educate 
and link enthusiasts, it is also the main opportunity 
to raise funds, which is subsequently distributed to 
clubs via a generous rebate when we have visiting 
Tutors. Items from Bonsai clubs and private 
enthusiasts are offered up for donation for an 
auction. I would like to personally thank Teresa 
Stewart (member and Geoff’s lovely wife), for her 
personal donation of a magnificently crafted 
quilted doona. The level of detail and artistry was 
stunning, and we were in awe when the hammer 
came down at $2,500. 
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I am also massively proud to announce that Tony 
Watt won the National Arboretum Canberra’s 
NBPCA Perpetual Award for the “Best Australian 
Style Bonsai at AABC Convention”, for his 
magnificent Banksia Display. You all had the 
preview of this when it was displayed and won the 
top prize at our Redlands Show in April. Everyone 
that knows Tony would appreciate how much 
enthusiasm and time that he puts into bonsai and 
everyone that he talks with. Tony also made the 
announcement that he will be donating this tree to 
the National Bonsai & Penjing Collection housed in 
Canberra. Now the whole of Australia can enjoy 
the talent and joy that Tony sculpts with his bonsai. 

And talking about Canberra…… 

It’s been announced that the 37th AABC National 
convention will be held in Canberra on 17 - 18th 
May 2025. There is a massive line up of 
Demonstrators including Michael Hagedorn, 
Jennifer Price, Marcela Ferreira, Jarryd Bailey, and 
the National Collection’s very own Sam Thompson. 
All are truly gifted bonsai artists and teachers. 

As I wrap up, I’d like to take a moment to give a 
shout out to Redland Bonsai’s very own Stephen 
Cullum, who will be launching a comprehensive 
and beautiful book on Australian Native Bonsai in 
June. More to come on that, but if you love 
Australian Natives, he’s taking pre-orders right 
now. 

 

Happy Bonsai   

 

Nick  

 

 
 
 
 

Can’t make a Saturday Meeting? 
Looking for extra help with your 
bonsai? Just want a beer/wine/coffee 
and catch-up? We are now holding a 
monthly Wednesday night workshop – 
next workshop June 19th.  
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National Bonsai Convention Brisbane 2024 
 

 

I am writing this article fresh from attending the National Bonsai Convention in Brisbane where I had 

the opportunity to watch an amazing Bonsai artist working on trees including one of our native 

linarfolia.  Japanese Master – Koji Hiramatsu took 30 minutes to take a nursery stock potted Juniper 

and turn it into an amazing Bonsai. 

 

We also had the opportunity to observe Martin Walters turn a bunch of wire and tile cement into an 

amazing bonsai slab. 

 

Other presenters were Andrew Sellman who worked on a large Clerodendrum and demonstrated 

trunk carving. 

Lindsay & Glen Bebb worked on a camelia that they have been growing for some 25 years. 

I am pleased to announce we now have a certified wire expert (by Koji Hiramatsu) Noreen looking 
for your next club wiring demonstration.  

 

The 37th AABC National Bonsai Conference “Future Directions” will be held in Canberra 16-19th May 

2025 
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April Meeting with Rob & James 

 

We were entertained by both Rob & James leading discussions around the growth and nurturing and 

maintaining bonsai and black pines. We were also shown how to start growing pines from seeds. 
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Get ready for a Great Bonsai book  
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Last of our Founding Member Presentation 

 

 

At our March meeting our original foundation members were given a very special name tag to 
acknowledge their longevity in founding our club.  At our Aprill we were able to catch up with the last 
of our foundation members and present him with his special name tag. 
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RBS Meeting Protocol 

Our meetings are held at the Wellington Point Recreation Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd, Wellington 

Point QLD 4160, unless otherwise noted. Our annual show is generally held at the Donald Simpson 

Centre in Bloomfield Street, Cleveland.  You will find the yearly program on the last page of our 

newsletter. Watch this space for the 2024 program calendar or check out the website. 

The hall will be open at 11am for members and visitors’ meetings, with committee meetings to be 

held from 11am before each normal meeting. 

 

Foundations Development Program 

See Course information above - please talk to Steve C if you wish to join in this program. 

 

Learners’ Group  

 

The group is designed for informal tuition and coaching from 11am to 12:00 pm on meeting days 

when a demonstration or presentation is scheduled. Senior members will be available to offer advice 

and support. Please check program calendar at end of newsletter for dates. 

 
 

Sign-in and Raffle 

All members are required to sign in as they arrive. The sign in sheets are located on the 
front table as you enter the hall. If you don’t want to sign into the meetings, please talk to 
one of the executive committee members.  

There will be a raffle at each meeting and tickets are available for purchase at the sign in 
table.  

Fees for 2024 

Our membership fees for 2024 are $25 for a single, $35 for a family and we have removed 
the monthly $2 entry fee. 

 Fees are due in December for the following year 
 New members who join the club in the first 6 months of the year pay full membership 

fees 
 Members joining after 30 June pay half fees for that year, with full membership fees 

due in November for the following year.  
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 Any member who has not paid their fees by 31 January for that year will be deemed 
unfinancial and not eligible to exhibit in the annual show, sell products at the show or 
meetings or vote at the AGM.  

 

Banking details for on-line renewals are: 

Name: Redlands Bonsai Society Inc 
BSB: 633000 
Account Number: 169724416 
 

Workshop Meetings 

We aim to provide a number of workshop meetings throughout the year. These are great 
opportunities for people of all stages of their bonsai journey to come together, discuss and 
work on their trees. The more experienced members of the club are available to answer any 
questions and assist you in deciding the future style and care of your trees. 

Remember advice will vary across the members, so weigh up the information and follow the 
advice you are most comfortable with. 
 

 

Committee Members for 2024 

President:  Nick  

Vice President: Heather 

Treasurer:  Karen  

Secretary:  Noreen 

Newsletter:  Rod 

Member: Eugene 

Member:  Ryan 
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