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 Presidents Message 

 RBS Club Show Photos 2024 

 RBS Club Show Results 

 RBS Show Photo’s 

 RBS March Meeting Photo’s 

 James & Rob’s Bio  
 

 

President's Message 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 2024 

 

 April Meeting – Saturday 27th  

 April Meeting presentations by Rob Payne 

and James Johnson 

 AABC Convention 17th – 20th May 

 Bimer Bonsai Club Show 11&12th May.    

Mt Coo-tha Botanical Gardens 

 May 25th interstate guest – Marcela 

Ferreira 
 

 

Wow, what a great month we have just had for 
Redlands Bonsai. 

It started with a great presentation and 
demonstration at our March meeting on 
Deadwood, Carving and Preservation techniques 
by our very own Stephen Cullum. The level of detail 
provided informed all that attended and will guide 
members in the use of techniques for years to 
come. I will also be on the lookout for the use of 
“transplanted deadwood” to enhance designs. 

Then we moved into our Annual Show at the 
Donald Simpson Centre on the 7th April. There was 
a massive ground swell of support on Saturday by 
members and families to help set up Display and 
Sales Areas in record time. With over 80 display 
trees and of amazing quality and variety, we 
delighted the bonsai and our local community. 
Certainly, something to be very proud of.  Our Sales 
Table continued its brilliant standard with a range 
of items and prices for experienced bonsai 
aficionado to people just starting on their bonsai 
journey. It was certainly an event to be immensely 
proud of, and I thank all our members who put in 
amazing efforts leading up this preparing display 
trees and items, stock for sale, and then backed it 
up with more amazing energy over the whole 
weekend.  

 

 

Final details on the Show’s success are being 
finalised, and the committee will provide a 
snapshot of the stats for the event at our April 
meeting. 

Also please block out a date in your calendar for 
our Saturday 25th May meeting where we will have 
talented Marcela Ferreira visiting us to present and 
demonstrate. Marcela is the co-founder of the 
Victorian Native Bonsai Club, and is a great artist, 
presenter and has immense knowledge on native 
bonsai cultivation. We have also engaged her to 
run two workshops on the Sunday 26th May. 
Booking information will be available at our April 
meeting for both workshop participants and 
observers.  

Ureshii (Happy) Bonsai 

Nick 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Next meeting 27th April Presentation 
by Rob Payne: Cultivating Bonsai 
Harmony and James Johnson: 
Nurturing Bonsai Excellence 
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Best in Show and Winner Native over 65cm 2024 
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Winner Intermediate and Best Native 45-65cm 2024 
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Winner Small under 25-45cm 2024 
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Winner Small Best Native under 25 -45 cm 2024 
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Winner Small under 25 cm 2024 
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Best Native under 25cm 2024 
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Best in Novice Class 2024 
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RBS Show Photo’s 2024 

 

 

One of the trading tables 
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Demonstrations were held throughout the day and were well attended and received. 
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RBS Meeting March Photo’s 2024 

 

 

At our April meeting our original foundation members were given a very special name tag to 
acknowledge their longevity in founding our club.  
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March Meeting Presentation Steve on “Bonsai Deadwood Carving and Preservation 
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James Johnson Bio 

 

James Johnson: Nurturing Bonsai Excellence 
from Farm to Studio 
James Johnson's journey in bonsai cultivation spans nearly two decades, rooted in his upbringing on his 
family's vegetable farm. Surrounded by his father's meticulous cultivation methods, James developed an 
early appreciation for organized growing practices. Inspired by his father's green thumb, James initially 
pursued bonsai as a personal interest, experimenting with tree propagation and growth techniques. 

As his collection burgeoned, James found himself with more trees than he could personally tend to. Turning 
this surplus into opportunity, he began selling his excess stock, igniting a passion for cultivating high-quality 
pre-bonsai specimens. Through relentless dedication and innovation, James honed his skills, mastering 
various techniques tailored to different tree species. 

James's expertise extends beyond bonsai into broader horticultural realms, a result of his extensive field 
experience. Encouraged by his daughter, he ventured into online markets, expanding his reach and clientele 
across Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria. Under the banner of 'Green Tree Bonsai Studio,' James 
established a recognizable brand within the bonsai community. 

At his studio, James hosts workshops tailored to individual enthusiasts, sharing his wealth of knowledge and 
demystifying bonsai culture. Through talks and demonstrations, he aims to dispel misconceptions and 
elevate standards within the Australian bonsai community. 

James's dedication transcends mere tree cultivation; his passion lies in raising the bar for bonsai artistry 
nationwide. With an unwavering commitment to continuous improvement, he strives not only to create 
exceptional bonsai trees but also to foster a culture of excellence within the Australian bonsai community. 
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Rob Payne Bio 

Rob Payne: Cultivating Bonsai Harmony, 
From Black Pines to Balinese Inspiration 
Rob Payne's journey into the world of bonsai began with the acquisition of a black pine and a corky bark elm 
from Australian bonsai growers in Park Ridge. Inspired by his initial experiences, he delved deeper into the 
art under the guidance of Diane Rawlings. It was through Diane that Rob encountered Tess Simpson of 
Bonsai Northside, where he became part of an advanced group of ten students. Over the course of a decade, 
Rob immersed himself in the fundamentals and intricacies of bonsai, enjoying the camaraderie of fellow 
enthusiasts. His dedication led him to further opportunities, including studying with Bonsai Boone and 
Kimberley Halter for three consecutive years. Despite the challenges posed by Covid, Rob remains connected 
to his mentors and continues to expand his knowledge and skills in bonsai. Residing in Nerang, Rob has 
transformed his home into the “Thunder Bonsai Garden”, where he nurtures a diverse collection of trees, 
with a particular fondness for Japanese black pine, bougainvillea, and ficus. His passion extends beyond local 
borders, as evidenced by his travels to Bali, where he found inspiration in the Balinese style of bonsai. Eager 
to learn and share his expertise, Rob eagerly supports others on their bonsai journey, with an enthusiasm 
that shows no signs of waning. 
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Outside club Event’s 
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RBS Meeting Protocol 

Our meetings are held at the Wellington Point Recreation Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd, Wellington 

Point QLD 4160, unless otherwise noted. Our annual show is generally held at the Donald Simpson 

Centre in Bloomfield Street, Cleveland.  You will find the yearly program on the last page of our 

newsletter. Watch this space for the 2024 program calendar or check out the website. 

The hall will be open at 11am for members and visitors’ meetings, with committee meetings to be 

held from 11am before each normal meeting. 

 

Foundations Development Program 

See Course information above - please talk to Steve C if you wish to join in this program. 

 

Learners’ Group  

 

The group is designed for informal tuition and coaching from 11am to 12:00 pm on meeting days 

when a demonstration or presentation is scheduled. Senior members will be available to offer advice 

and support. Please check program calendar at end of newsletter for dates. 

 
 

Sign-in and Raffle 

All members are required to sign in as they arrive. The sign in sheets are located on the 
front table as you enter the hall. If you don’t want to sign into the meetings, please talk to 
one of the executive committee members.  

There will be a raffle at each meeting and tickets are available for purchase at the sign in 
table.  

Fees for 2024 

Our membership fees for 2024 are $25 for a single, $35 for a family and we have removed 
the monthly $2 entry fee. 

 Fees are due in December for the following year 
 New members who join the club in the first 6 months of the year pay full membership 

fees 
 Members joining after 30 June pay half fees for that year, with full membership fees 

due in November for the following year.  
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 Any member who has not paid their fees by 31 January for that year will be deemed 
unfinancial and not eligible to exhibit in the annual show, sell products at the show or 
meetings or vote at the AGM.  

 

Banking details for on-line renewals are: 

Name: Redlands Bonsai Society Inc 
BSB: 633000 
Account Number: 169724416 
 

Workshop Meetings 

We aim to provide a number of workshop meetings throughout the year. These are great 
opportunities for people of all stages of their bonsai journey to come together, discuss and 
work on their trees. The more experienced members of the club are available to answer any 
questions and assist you in deciding the future style and care of your trees. 

Remember advice will vary across the members, so weigh up the information and follow the 
advice you are most comfortable with. 
 

 

Committee Members for 2024 

President:  Nick  

Vice President: Heather 

Treasurer:  Karen  

Secretary:  Noreen 

Newsletter:  Rod 

Member: Eugene 

Member:  Ryan 
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