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Newsletter October 2024 in this issue  

 

 Presidents Message 

  In my Garden 

 Jade as bonsai  

 National Bonsai Convention flyer 

 Photos from last meeting 

  

President's Message 
 

 

Upcoming Events 2024 / 25 

 

 October Meeting – Saturday 26th  

 Hugh Grant Visit Saturday 26th October 

 Sunshine Coast Bonsai show 26-27th 

October 

 National Bonsai Convention 16-19May 

2025 

 
 

Our September meeting had our senior members 
reflect on their bonsai journeys which was both 
very information and entertaining. Can I these 
thank again everyone who got up and spoke. We 
have some more stories to be told, and we will 
meter them out a few at a time throughout 2025. 
If you would like to tell your story to the club, or 
even if you prefer by writing something for this 
newsletter, please let me know, as it would be 
greatly appreciated.  

Geoff also did a fantastic restyling of Alain’s 
beautiful Ficus, which was great to learn from.  

 

Show Season has almost finished and saw some 
amazing bonsai displayed all across South East 
Queensland. I hope you had the chance to visit a 
few. In case you haven’t Sunshine Coast has theirs 
on weekend 26th/27th October. 

 

Now for the drum roll…… 

For our October meeting, Hugh Grant will be 
visiting for a presentation and demonstration on 
Saturday 26th October. As part of this, he plans to 
work on a few members trees as part of his 
demonstration, with assistance from their owners. 
The plan is to work on a few plants at various stages 
of development to discuss the concepts. Please 
send us a few pictures of your tree if you would like 
to take part in this. 

He is also running two club workshops sessions on 
Sunday 27th October. Workshop participants will 
be $75/session. Please reserve your workshop 
space today by contacting Karen or I before spaces 
run out. A workshop space is also a part of a special 
raffle pool for September and October (your choice 
of morning or afternoon session). Lastly if you 
don’t feel you have a tree for the workshop, please 
come along as an observer (only $10/session). You 
will learn so much from just watching. 

Also please take the opportunity to read the 
brochure for the 2025 AABC Conference to be held 
in Canberra, May 16th to 19th. Proceeds of these 
conventions go towards travel costs for visiting 
tutors such as Hugh. There is a line-up of  great 
local and international demonstrators. Early bird 
registration for $345 for the Saturday and Sunday 
Convention days and there are a number of 
workshops and being held by the featured bonsai 
artists on the Friday and Monday. 
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Details and registration can be found on the 
Canberra Bonsai Society special page - 2025 AABC 
Bonsai Convention - Canberra Bonsai Society 

A heads up for our November 23rd meeting, as it 
will be in 2 parts. From 11AM to 1PM we will have 
a Christmas Market to sell and buy bonsai goodies. 
Set-up will be from 10AM. Tables will be $5 each, 
and we will use those funds to help promote the 
event with Facebook advertising and some 
signage. If you can’t fill a table, I’m sure there will 
be others that will be happy to share, so bring 
along your bonsai items. Note, the club will not be 
charging a commission as members will be 
collecting cash for the sales by themselves. We will 
however have our Club Square readers available 
for any EFTPOS transactions, which if you choose 
to use it carries up to a 1.8% transaction fee which 
we will taken from amount to be reimbursed to 
you.  

After we’ve packed up, we’ll move into our Club 
Member Christmas Party kicking off around 1:30, 
the details I’ll share soon.  

A reminder that Rod is always looking for material 
for the newsletter, no matter how big or small. 
Eugene is looking after our social media (Facebook 
for now, and we’ll be starting on Instagram again 
very soon), so please feel free to post interesting 
bonsai tid-bits or send them to Eugene or I, and we 
will get them included. Short video content is also 
quite good for the Facebook algorithm to pitch to 
current and potential members.  

Lastly – PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE bring 
some of your trees to display at the meeting.  

They don’t need to be a 30 year old prize winning 
bonsai, but just something that you are proud of, 
has a special feature (flowers or colour etc), or 
even a tree that you’d like some feedback from the 
members. A great display area looks fantastic, 
shows pride in our club, helps you and other 
members grow in your ability to style and display. 

Happy Bonsai  ͧͪͩͨ 

Nick  

 

Hugh Grant workshop October 27 
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Hoping that all your bonsai are growing vigorously. 
I can finally say that mine are growing full steam 
ahead after finally finishing my possum proofing.  

 

 

I’ve also re-discovered how fun weeding can be. 

 

 

Happy Bonsai  ͧͪͩͨ 

Nick 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember our evening 
workshop for both learners 
and experience members 
who are unable to attend 
Saturday’s work shops 

November 20.  

7 pm- 9 pm  
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In My Garden with Steve C Oct 2024 

 

Many people will know that I have been a bit of a native species hunter for some time. Well that’s when you 
identify a species you’d like to try and then set about to acquire one. The hunt might involve searching stock 
lists of tube stock nurseries within the range of the target, and perhaps taking the opportunity to visit them as 
well.  

Native Plants Australia have branches in many places, with seed collectors, seed banks and occasionally 
nurseries. They also often have annual plant sales where uncommon species are offered for sale. The hunt 
could also involve roaming up and down country roads looking for examples of the target species to acquire 
seeds or cuttings. Working the network of native bonsai enthusiasts near the target range can also occasionally 
bear fruit. 

The quandongs (Elaeocarpus) in Australia are a genus of rainforest trees which bear a purple seed fruit. The 
blueberry ash is one that is the most well-known. I have this one as well as two other species and find them 
to be excellent bonsai subjects. With that sort of experience, the obvious question is ‘are there any other with 
the requisite qualifications, principally smaller rather than larger leaves?’  As it happens there is one called 
Elaeocarpus holopetalus. It can be found in subtropical to temperate rainforest from the Queensland border 
to east Gippsland in Victoria. No one is growing it and no one is selling it, anywhere. Just makes me want to 
try harder. 

Thankfully Atlas of living Australia identified a location in New England. A quick trip over the long weekend 
yielded the attached photo of the target. Now all I have to do is work out when they flower, how long it takes 
for the fruit to ripen and the rules about collecting a few seeds! I hope you’ve enjoyed this small window into 
my native world and perhaps have been encouraged to go hunting yourself. 

Steve 
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  Jade as Bonsai October 2024 

 
Mel has researched information on Jade as Bonsai and with a number of members keeping and working on 

them these photos may give you inspiration. Please review the web link below and use the translator to English 

button done in Google Chrome. https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/hfhVCAVJdF1bNnJvCYKU-g 
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September 2024 Meeting Photos 
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RBS Meeting Protocol 

Our meetings are held at the Wellington Point Recreation Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd, Wellington 

Point QLD 4160, unless otherwise noted. Our annual show is generally held at the Donald Simpson 

Centre in Bloomfield Street, Cleveland. You will find the yearly program on the last page of our 

newsletter. Watch this space for the 2024 program calendar or check out the website. 

The hall will be open at 10:30am for members and visitors’ workshops, with the demonstration for 

the day from 12:30. 

Foundations Development Program 

See Course information above - please talk to Steve C if you wish to join in this program. 

 

Learners’ Group  

 

The group is designed for informal tuition and coaching from 11am to 12:00 pm on meeting days 

when a demonstration or presentation is scheduled. Senior members will be available to offer advice 

and support. Please check program calendar at end of newsletter for dates. 

 
 

Sign-in and Raffle 

All members are required to sign in as they arrive. The sign in sheets are located on the 
front table as you enter the hall. If you don’t want to sign into the meetings, please talk to 
one of the executive committee members.  
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There will be a raffle at each meeting and tickets are available for purchase at the sign in 
table.  

Fees for 2024 

Our membership fees for 2024 are $25 for a single, $35 for a family and we have removed 
the monthly $2 entry fee. 

 Fees are due in December for the following year 
 New members who join the club in the first 6 months of the year pay full membership 

fees 
 Members joining after 30 June pay half fees for that year, with full membership fees 

due in November for the following year.  
 Any member who has not paid their fees by 31 January for that year will be deemed 

unfinancial and not eligible to exhibit in the annual show, sell products at the show or 
meetings or vote at the AGM.  

 

Banking details for on-line renewals are: 

Name: Redlands Bonsai Society Inc 
BSB: 633000 
Account Number: 169724416 
 

Workshop Meetings 

We aim to provide a number of workshop meetings throughout the year. These are great 
opportunities for people of all stages of their bonsai journey to come together, discuss and 
work on their trees. The more experienced members of the club are available to answer any 
questions and assist you in deciding the future style and care of your trees. 

Remember advice will vary across the members, so weigh up the information and follow the 
advice you are most comfortable with. 
 

 

Committee Members for 2024 

President:  Nick  

Vice President: Heather 

Treasurer:  Karen  

Secretary:  Noreen 

Newsletter:  Rod 

Member: Eugene 

Member:  Ryan 
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Month Date Day Meetings and Workshops Additional activities
Learners Group and Workshop 10:30am - 12pm
Guest Demonstrator - Hugh Grant - TreeMakers Bonsai 12:15pm for a 12:30pm start

27 Sun Workshops - Hugh Grant 2 Sessions  - 8:30am - 4:00pm
20 Wed Evening Workshop 7pm - 9pm

Redlands Christmas Bonsai Market 
Setup from 10am
Market open 11am - 1pm

Club Members Christmas Party 1:30pm to 4pm

REDLANDS BONSAI SOCIETY - PROGRAM FOR 2024

26 Sat
October

November
23 Sat
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