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PRIEFACIE.

Deur Members and Friends of St. Paol's A. M. E
church, of Bellefonte, Pennn.  For several months past your
humble servant hus most profoundly felt the importance nnd
neceossity of giving to the present members, as well as those
who muy compose the futuro church, some knowledge of the
origin of St. Paul's A. M. E. church in Bellefonte. The par-
ticular incident which occurred to prompt me to this ac-
tion, Ishallrelate brieHy. WhileI was busily engaged oneday
at my occupation, a gentleman preparing a directory called
at my place of businessand wishing to uscertuin the number,
humes, and a bit of history of the different churches, he in-
terrogated me us to the nume, doctrine and origin of my
church. The nwme and doctrine I was quite able to give
him, but us to the origin I wus unable to tell. This so com-
pletely embarrussed me that when the gentlemun left I de-
termined that there must be n little history connected svith
the A. M. E. church here somewhere, so I started outto hunt
itup. After making diligent search for pupers or records, I
was unable to find uny, ns everything in the shape of records
had been lost long before the writer had become identified
with the church in March, 1881. I then resolved.to malke
some inquiry of some of the oldest and most responsible col-.
ored citizens s to the early organization of the A. M. E,
church here. The following information wus given tome by
the following persons, according to their memory, namely:
Moshic Graham, Mariah Green, Margaret Powoell and Tamy.
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zine McDunnel  Deur reader, in pregenting this book I do
oot presutne to give you ull of the fucts connected with the
origin of the A. M. E. church at Bellefonte, for the reason
which I have nlrendy mentioned, but hope you will allow it
to suflice if I give you the fucts ay they huve Leen guthered
by your humble servant from the very responsible persuns
whose numes uppenr above, und I sincerely hope what 1 huve
written muy prove vuluable to the present members of the
church, and all others who may continue favoruble and
friendly to the christian orgunization in future yenrs
1w your ohedient servant,
' WILLIAM MILLS, SR.,

November 8th, 1908, Church Clerk.

History of the Organization of St. Paul’s A. M, E.

- Church, of Bellefonte, Penna. '
The orgnnization of St. Puul's A, M. E church of
Weslaynn chureh, Jocatal on East t.ogan street, nbout the

your 1853, hatween the Wesluyans nud the Bethelites, as they
wore then culled.  The controversey continued until it finully

led to n sepuration of the two societies, which hud been meet-

ing and -worshiping together. The Bethel cominunicants
hnd now detormined to organize n society of thelr, own,
which they did, nnd which is now ¢alled che “*Africun Metho-
dist Episcopal Chareh.,”  The chief promoters of this new
society ware Ephraim Caten, John Welch and Samuel Powell,
all three of whom dield long since.  After the deanth of thoese
old futhers, the record<of the opganization by some mewns or
other, were lost, ns has  ulredy heon stated, and have never
Loon recovered.  The number of the new society at that per-
ind were live, nnmely:  John Welel, Snsun Caten, Mariah
Woleh, Maignret Powell, Maviah (ireen, Ephrgim Caten and
Sunne! Powell. \'l‘ue two lutter gentlomoen were unconverted
men, bat very enlnest and onergetic for the ciuse of the nuw
organization.  The first veligions service hy the A, M. E,
society nfrer the separation from the Weslayans, was beld at
the rosideénce of Bphraim Caton, who lived on West Luinb
street, hetweon St John's Episcopal ehinrch and the olectric

light plant of today. The officiating winister on that oces-
sion was Rev. Willis Nazery, whoso services hid been secured
by Ephraim Caten, John Welch and Summnel Powell.  Rev.
Nuzery wis n very excwplary minister, und sorvid the peo-
ple as their pastor for some time, graduully growing in pop-
ularity und distinction among  African Methodists. He wus
luter ordnined Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopul
connection, and is very commendubly spoken of in Rev Bish:
op Daniel A. Payne's history of the church. e,

Enfeebled Condition of the Weslayans.

Owing to the enfeebled condition of the Wesluyan so-
ciety hy the futal separation, the remaining portion of them
sought other places of worship, but found none so agreeable
to them as prior to the. sepuration, consequently many of
them united with tha'A. M. E. society, As the A. M. I
suciety hnd now begun to increuse so rapidly in numbers,
they were compelled to abandon the old howme of father
Citon as n place of worship and seek o more convenient place.
After sume considerable effort had been made by those noble
tathers they finnlly. succeeded in securing » dwelling hougy
from Mr. Frank Steele, u white gentlemnn, whose house was

loented on the nlley leading up from South Thowas street..

Thia house they ftted up for n place of worship, and re-
mained there for smne time, huving held religious service
from house to house until early in'the ) ear of 1830, when tho
officers moved to n one-story frame buil ling which stood nt
that time adjucent to the present church ediice. In that
small structure, which was being used ns a school house for
colored children, many precious svuls were soundly converted
to God. The society by this time had grown so rupidly that
in tho snine year, 1850, tho officers were compelled once more
to seek 1 more commodious pluce of worship. A new olfort
wus now to be inwle to wuit the convenience of the growing
wewmbership, nnd was speedily uecomplished by thefollowing
persons, numely:  John Willung, George Simms, Sr., nud
Ephraimn Cuten.

solved to call upon Mr Willinm A, Thomis, w weanlthy white

These men, actunted by the purest motive, '
‘formed thomsolves inta u commit ee and-consequently ro-
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guntleman, u member of the Society of Friends, and also un
unquestionable friend to the negro race.

Dear reader, st this juncture I shall bhave to ask your
pardon and kind indulgence for this digression, as I feel deeply
impressed to speak of the humane character of Mr. Thomas,
which I foel sure is yet unknown, espociully to many of the
young people of our race and generation. Mr William A.
Thomas, as I have mentioned, was a member of the Society
of Friends and also & bitter opponent to human slavery, like
hundreds of vther grand and nobhle men and women identified
with the suine Society of Friends. So strong was the sympa-
thy of Mr. Thomas and his estimuble companion, Mrs. Eliza
Thomay, toward the fugitive slaves that their own fine pri-
vate residence often afforded a sholter and hiding pluce for
muuy wen, womoen and children flecing from the cruel hund
Jrslavery to u lund of fresdom. | Such was the character of
Mr. Thomus, on whom the committes which 1 bhave referred
w culled upon to solicit his nid in securing nore convenient
pluce in which to worship. Out of the goodness of this gen-
tloman’s heart, und the unfeigned symputhy of both him and
his estimuble wife for this struggling church, they resolved
ut unce thut the petition of the comwittee should be granted,
In consixpuence, Mr. Thomus deeded to the A. M. E, society
the lot upon which the present church edifice hus been erect-
ed, und which is to be retuined by the A. M. E. church as
long axreligious services nre conducted by them in this edi-
fice. The deed has been legally signed by Mr. Willinm A,
Thowas and his wife Elhzn Thomas, apd rewmains in
the possession of the trustees of the A. M. E. church in
Bollefonte, Pu., at this writing. One otber specinl act of
kindness of Mr. Thomas, which is u further proof of his sin-
cere friendship to the men and women of our race, was the
purchasing the freedom of Mr. John Willinms, bis wife,Mary
Willinms, and their son, Isuuc. Uncle John, us he wus called
by overy one who knew him, was un honest, npright mun, of
which the writer can attest. Uncle John Willinms und his
wife Mary, were the father nnd mother of n very lurge fan-
iy of hoys and yirls, five of wnom survive them, nuswmely:
Imre, Jushun, Jaecol, William and Marinh Williamns, Tama-
zine McDounell, Mary Havding and Julis Hawkins, all of
whom aro residents of Bellefonte at present with the excep-
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tion of the latter two, who movel west some time since
John Williums wus ewmployed by Mr. Thomnas us 4 sawyer on
the old mill that stood on the site of the present F. W.
Crider mill, ut the time his frecdvm wus purchased hy Mr,
Thomas, und by his energy, thrift and economy succeeded in
suving enough of hisearnings to refund the purchuse money
to Mr. Thowus for his kind and friendly act. ’

1t the reader will kindly indulge e in this digression,
I should like to mention some of the gc'wd deeds of other of
our friends, éarly residents of Bellefonte in the dark duys of
sorvitnde, [ tuke greut pleasnre in reculling- the numes of
Mr. Goorge Valentine, Sr., founder of the Vulentine iron
worky; Bond Valentine, Sr., Abraham Vulentine, Sr., Robert
Miller, Sr., and Ex-Governor Curtin, dec'd., nll heads of the
first fuwilies of Buollefonte. [ mention vhese tried and true
friends for the reason that they were men of high churucter,
noble principles and’ aversion (0 human slavery, cach of
thoor being directly or indirectly connected with wWilkt ywus.
lkiown in those days as the “under-ground  railroud.” 'I'he
spocihic Inbors of those Trug whtl™sympathetic men and their
very ostimuble wives, can never be estinated by uvur yet
straggling race for the interest which they wunifested in
rescuing and piloting men, women and children to u place
ot refuge, Cunuda being the principul house of refuge. No
time nor meuns were spured by those eminent friends in
shippig the fugitives to a laud of freedom and satety, from
the clutches of the master, cruel slave driver un  the kudnap-
per. 1 wish to mnuke speciul mention of the very huwuane
uct of my friend BEx-Governor A. G. Curtin, deteused, in

endoavoring to rescue w runaway sluve, whose nume was -

Henry Thomas. The circumstances uare thus. Heury
Thomus, ubout the year 1856, had succeeded in eluding his
muster in one ¢f the southern stutes, pussibly the stute of
Muryland, nod found his way to Bellofonte, where he secured
employment at what wdas known as the ‘‘Pennsylvania
Honse,” on the site where the Brockerhoff House now
stands.  Governor Curtin, then one of the most able jurisis
in Centre County aund practitioner ut the Centre County
Bar, was employed on acertain case in Huntingdon county, ut
which time two or three men frowm the south made their u)-
pearance in Bellefonta, representing themseives ns ageut:
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stopping at the Pennsylvania House. ‘T'hey were in reality
negro hunters, soeking fugitive sluves, which they were per-
foctly atliberty to do under the abominable fugitive slave
law. These men succeedad in securing the service of Thowmus
todrive them through the country as uagents, their route
Leing through the Halfmoon Valley and heading for Virginia
or Maryland. When they had driven o few miles into the
country, they bound Thomas with cords such us were used in
those days to make the fugitive secure from escupe. They
proceeded through the valley in the direction of Buntingdon,
and were met by Gov. Cartin on his return from that place.
Mr. Curtin recognized ‘Thomasy, the slave in the conveyunce.
but was perfectly ignorant of what had trunspired until he
arrived  home. ~ He was then informed thut Henry
Thowmas hud beon recaptured und taken back to his muaster.
Mr. Curtin proceeded nt once to gathera posse of men of his
own sentiments nnd pursued the perty, which  was a very
oo ndertnlclige - o all waw b vudng, for the Jid=
serpe e s b groat by o, i ry g poor "Uhomas

back into slavery.  Tho writer, though w small hoy at thut’

timy, hid the ploasure of often seeing ilenry Thomus the
shve,  And now, denr reador, this will close the nnrrative
relnting to the nchievements of the true friends of the rice
with which Lumidentitied. I trust thesouls of those noble men
aud womaon are hisking in the **Sunlight of God's presence,"und
thnt the blessings of Heaven may rest upon  their descend-
nnts,”

Dedication of St. Paul’s Church.

s I shull now return to my former tuk and sponk of the
dodieation of St Panl's A, M. E. ¢harch.  In the sime year,
1850 the wall of the edifice was huilt, and the corner stone
laid,  Rov. Willinm Henry Grimes was the pastor in churge.
The dedication fulloww.l the completion of the building. Rov.
Bishop D. A, Payne, Rev. Linchund Rev. A, W. Wayman
of Baltimore, Md., were present on that oceasion. Bishop
Payne delivarel the deldicatory sermon, at which time a
lurge conconrso of peoplo both white and  coloreld asgsembled
to witnoess the service. It wasa grand day for the society
of African Metholists in Bullefonte when thoy were no long-
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er compelled to suffer the inconvenience of worshiping frowm
house to house. At the expiration of Rev. Grimes' terin a3
pustor, there followed a succession of ninistry, the church
gradunlly progressing until at present it has a membership of
fty-fives It hay also u board of trustees, it board of stewards

avd o bonrd of stewardesses. The trustees are elected un?

nuully by the legul voters of the church. All webers of
the church, male and femule, who have arrived at the nge of
twenty-one yoars, ure eligible to voto for truste s. The
stewards are nominated by the pastor in charge, and con-
firmed by the quarterly conference. The stewurdesses ure
ulso nominuted by the pastor, und contirmed by tho stewurds
or the quarterly conference, ns the case muy be.

— The Church Property.

1 deem it proper to mention that the church prouperty
ownul by the A, M. I3, society at this writing, including the
pursonago and appurtenances, 1s valaed at two thousand
dollars, which proves that some progress, though not sv ex-
tensive, hus heen maude in acquiring property since the duys
of the promoters of the A. M. K, cnarch of Bellefonte.

e The Fortieth Anniversary.

The fortieth anniversary of St. Paul's A. M. E. church
wus held on the evening of September 2:2nd. 1809, nuder the
pustorate of Rev. Cyrus N. Woodson. It wdas undoubteldly’
u grand’success, though it iy with reluctunce I wmention the
fuct thut this wus the first dewmonstration ever held in com-
memorution of the birthof the A. M. E. church in Bellefonte,
50 fur us [ bave uny knowledge, ‘The cuuse of this lnmentn-
hle mistuke I huve not been uble to iscertain, but [ am in-
chued to attribute it to a little thoughtlessness un the pare of
the earlier ofticers. It affords me great pleasure w give tue
reader nn necounit of the unniversary service, und those wiw
partucipated in the sawme. Ou the evening of Septembor 2%,
1890, the pastor and cungregation convened in the church at
8 o'clock, with RRev. Cornelhlas Asbury, D. D., L. L. D., of

Pittsbhurg, Pa., presiding.  The meeting opened by singing a’

seloetion, UiXeep-ame day by day,” by tue chon,  Rev, C. N,
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Woudson then led in prayer, invoking the hlessings of Gud

upon the church and service, 1fter which the choir rendered”

unother sclection, *Oh, it is Heaven at lust.” At the cluse
of this rendition, the chuirman announced thut Rev. Wood-
son would deliver the welcoming address.  Our pastor deliv-
ered u very excellent address, making the audience feel good
humored und perfectly at home. At the close of his nddress
the chuir rendered another solection, aud your humble servant,
on being introduced to the audience, read nn historical puper
on the euarly organizution of the A. M, E, society. In his in-
troductory remarks he spoke as follows: “*Mr. chairman,
lndies and gentlemen and members of the A. M. E. church. X
would not dare to proceed with the duty involved upon me
without first acknowledging my gratitude to God for His
Divine fuvor in permitting me to witness tho first unnivorsury
service of the organization of this church, after a lapse of
forty years. ITaulso thunk tho Committee on Arrangements for
the honor which they huve conforred upon me us their choice
to represent the ofticinry of this church, and I sinceérely hope
thut what 1 heve sccomplished in gathering data in rolation
to the eurly orgunization ‘of ‘the A, M. B, society in Belle-
fonte, may prove n hlessing to the prosent and future mem-
bers of this chureh.”  After theclose of the introductory, the
historical puper was read, as uppears in the beginning of this
book. The next speaker introduced was Rev. H. C. Holloway,
pustor of the Lutheran chinreh in Bellefonte, who represented
Mr, . E. Naginoy, Mayor of Bellefonte, who was to have
spuken on hohalf of the citizens, but was not present. Rev,
Holloway spoke, at some considerable length, advising the
church to be faithful to Christ and fuithful to each other, in
order to promote Christinn huppiness and guccess. He also
reminded the audience of the charitableness of the citizens
hiore nnd said he belioved the congregation would receive all
the finuncinl aid reguisite.  Hon. D, F. Fortney, president of
the Board of Edueation, followed Rev. Hollowny and spoke
along educational lines.  Ho spuke of the advantage of hav-
ing good schools und gave the purents good advice, urging
them to see that their children uttend school regularly and
ke ovory ndvantage of the opportunities ofered.  In addi-
tion to thiy grand ndvice ho snid that every fucility wus of-
fered 1o the colored children us that of the whites, for an ed-

ucation, sud recommended obedience to their teachors and
the Inw which is the sure road to morality and good citizen-
whip. The writer would like to comment on this very excel-
lent nddress on the education of the youths, but for feur of
departing too much from my original purpose, I shall have
to decline.  However, I believe it will not be out of place to
sny that from my own personal knowledge, I cannot recall
another person who has taken o greater interest in the public
schools of Bellefonte, nnd the education of the yuwuths, thun
Mr. D. F..Fortney. Ex Governor D. 1. Hastings, deceased,
was to have delivered an address on ''The Ewmancipition of
tho Negro,” but for some unknown reason he wus not pres-
ent, uml Rev. C. Asbury, took up the subject and delivercl a
very uble addross, holding his undience spell-bound for at
least one hour, narrating the worth of the men of his race
to this country and nation. lle spoke of them in the highest
commendation for their loyulty and bravery us soldiers on
the field of battle, both in coloninl days and during the civil
war.  Speuking of Abruhmn Lincoln, he spured no lungunge
of enlogy for the stand he tuok in the emancipution of four
million slaves. Rev. Asbury did great credit to the subject,
und clicited frequent and lond applanse during his addreys.
The next speaker introduced was my old familiar friend,
Alrnbam V, Jackson. Friend Jacksim concurred in the re-
mrky of Mr. Fortuey, espocially thut part which reforrel to
tiking advantage of the vpportunities nfforded for the educn-
tion of our children. [His speech was not lengthy, but full
of ndvanced ideus, us it related to the early “education and

- training of the youthfulwminds, thus quulifying them far use-

fulness in life. At times during his address, friend Jackson
became quite humorous. I will mentioh one particular inci-
dent ho reluted that occurred when he was about tén years
of nge. 1t isus follows: ""At the lnying of the corner stone
of the A, M. E. church in 1859, he and other boys were °
privileged to place their contributions in the hollow sguure
of the stone, which was gratifying to him. But a short time
wfler, he beciume finunciully owmbarrassed, und. concluding
that his contribution still remained in the stone, deter-
minnd if possible to get it. He madle the effort to get his
dollar, bul being ‘informed that his money had been taken
out, to ha upplied to the building, he fonnd himself still

ain e e —— 2o S




10

minus # dollur.” The story cuused crnsiderable langhter.

Rev. Asbury, D. D. then wade u few remarks  in response to
Hon. D. F. Fortney, nud then called upon the sudience for s
freo wili offering, receiving nneat sum for the church. The
choir then sang the olosing selection entitled, **Blessed
Refuge of My Soul.”  This ways the most soul stirving  selec-
tion of the evening, unimating the souls of the entire audi-
ence. At the closo of this rendition, Rev. Holloway pro-
nonnced the benediction.  The ladies of the church then
served refreshments, consisting of ice crenm, cake und other
delicacies which were enjoyed by all who purticipated.  The
total wmonnt of money ruaised  for the evening was tlnrteen
dollnrs and six conts ($1:3.00) .

The Choir.

I feel that it wonld be doing a great injustice to  this
most excellent choir and  the ladies and  gentlemen who

compuosed ity if T did not vecognizo the very efficient service

they rendered on that memornble occasion.  The choir was a
select one, composed of the hest tulent in Bellefonte, umong
colored people. The lndies and  gentlemen composing  the
choir were, Mrs. Lizzie Green, organist; Mrs. Mary Miller,
Miss  Magygio Hurding, sopranos; Misses Kuntie Jnekson
und Georgie Woodson, nltos; Willin Mills, Jr., and Arthur
Thomas, first and second tonors; A, V., Jiekson and Willian
. Green, bass,  The writer can suy withont the least ox-
nggerntion, that those singers would bhave compared very
favorably to many who had gréater ‘advantages in musiml
truining.

Financial Aid.

And now denr render, in closing the history of the
origin und organization of the A. M. E. church in Belle-
fonte, 1 feel that my work will not be complete until I
shall hnve brought to your notice u fow of the nnmes of the
muny friends who have so generonsly aided the A, M E.
church with their menns, when in dire need of financinl aa-

11

ristunce. They are as follows: Ex-Governor Jumes A.
Beaver, Ex-Governor D. 1. Hustings deceased, Willinin P.
Tumes, Ex-Tudge John G Love, James P. Coburn deceased;
Mrs, William P, Wilson, John P. Harris, Col. J. L. Spangler,
S. D. Ray, S. H. Williums, Jumes Harris and C. C. Shuey.
These are but u few of the muny tried and true friends who
huve never fuiled to respond to the nppeuls of the A, M. B,
chureh for uid,

.
- m—— — - - b
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THE SUNDRY SCHOOL. _

Avcording to the writer's recollection, thero has always
been n Sunday School connected with the A. M. E. church
here, from the year 1859 to the present dute, November 8th.
1900, But prior to 1859 I remember very distinetly of a
Sundny School being conneeted with the  Wesleyun  chureh
on East Logan Street, which was conducted by Mr. Samuel
Ellis, one of the leading colored men of that church, and who
afterward, with his fumily and qguite & number of other
colored citizens of Bellefonte, omigrated to the ‘Island of
Hayti,”  As near as I can remember, this was about 1854,
Quite u number of colored children often attended that '
schoul, but the majority of them received their religions in-
structions in the whito churches.  For instance, the ''Episco-
pid chareh,” then loeated on the hill southeast of the Court
House, had openad its doors to colored children for religious
instructions.  The writer had the plensure of attending that
school, in his hoyhood days, but I regret very mnaceh that I
am unublo to eall to my mind the nnmes of hut two of the
ladies whao took sneh great interest in instraeting  the  chil-
dvon. Oneof the ladies I remember was Miss Lmnn Beuner,
who in later yonrs becnme Mrs., Cooper.  She was a sister of
Mr. Harvey and Thowmans Benner doconsed, and Misses Linnie
autl Sarah Benner. who survive them.  The other lady teach-
or way Mrs, Willimn Murry, wife of Mr. Willinm Murry,
who was cashier of the Messrs Humes, McAllister, Hule &
Co's. Bank, Both of the Jadies mentjoned were pions Chris-
tinng, und fully qualified to impart such religious lessons uy
the youthful minds require. Then too, the Presbyterinn
chureh, on Spring Street, was nlso ever rveady, with open
doors nnd outsprond arms'to receive uny und all who needed
religious help. Your humble servant shall never forget the
Sunday he entereld the Sundny School for colored children in

. -
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this church. I was in company with my friend, A. V. Juck-

son, and we were greeted with so cordial & welcome by the
teachers that it made such a favorable impression upon us-
both that we were constrained t6 continue our attendance
there for quite un extended time. The teachers I remember
were Miss Louisa Hurris, Miss Nannie Harris, Miss Marjorie

Linn, Miss Eliza Hurris and Miss Nunnie Ammerman; all
of them very estimable Christian ladies, and members of the
firat fanilies of Bellefonte. Too much cannot be said in

commendation of that church und its good people, for it was
thers 1 rucoived my early religious instructions. [t was our
good fortune to have fallen into the hands of Misy Louisa
Harris, for our teacher. .I speak thus, hecause n more kindly
and atfuble lady I had never mat Lefore, and I awn not sa
gure that I have ever seeu aay since just like her, though
there may be many. Nor can  forget the wunderful in-
fluence this lady had over. her clisg of hoys, und I cian assure
the reader, there were no ‘‘Angols among themn.” * But the
religious impression that sainted lady made upon the mind
and heart of the writer, has been u lusting  benetit. I have
suid there hns always been a Sunduy School connected with
the A. M. E. church, Jating from 1859 to 1909, a period of
fifty yeurs. But the interval between 1859 and 1877 u period
of eighteen yeurs, there cannot be anything said of its prog-
ress us the records of the school during that interval have

. disuppeared us huve the records of the early organization

of the church. Caroclessness seems to o to be the cause of
the unfortunate mistake, which I greatly regret. But ‘when
we consider the number of disandvantages the men and
women of our ruce had to labor under forty or fifty years ago,
it is even marvelous what has been accomplished by them,
us it relutes to the perpetuity of the church. They were
without proper schuol advantages, they were unlettered, and
hud no'one to instruct them in the higher ideals of life,
and when we remewmber tow, how muny huve hud the advan-
tuges of higher intollectual training and yet have failed to
preserve thuir most important and valuable records, we con-
¢lnde that those puople uoder such unfuvorable circumstances,
aroe  to be pitied rnther thun censured or condemned

for the unfortunate mistake., I cannot authentically say -

Jjust how long onr children remained in nttendance in these
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A ey vetinonl to attend the
' W i Eyowvonl schaeds natil the A, M E.
il @ Bt onnd am 1632 wend then thoy repaired to the
Slipied, 12 Atans 2acw Tt not without a doep sense of grati-
Sagelyp w800 Lowd toacliers and frionds of those churches for
edw intevest which thoy had manifested townrd the children
of & thon appreswed race. T use the term oppressed for the
tvasat that two hundred years of human slavery which ex-
isteid at that period is nothing more or less than oppression,
| and furthor, by its huving existed has degraded us to such a
{ —  degree that we becane tho subjects of the most barbarous
i treatinent, criticism and insalt, throughout the entire
country, ‘und that was also oppression, for there wus no place

W, s Taralively speaking.  But slavery has been
iurover avohsoed, CThank God,” and evory man on this con-
tinent, regurdless of rice or color, stunds  equal before the

3 law. After the A. M. E. Sunduy School had opened in 1859
i | the writer, and the rest of the colorud children auttended there,
| but it was not u great while until the zeal of myself, und my
| l friend Jackson, for Sundany School had grown  somewhat in-

! difforent, und conseguently, onr attendance hecune very ir-

regular. I cannot ncconnt for this lack of interest, unless.it
I is that wo bad become like some I have known since, hoth
boys und girls, who begin to think when they huve arrived
! nt a cortyin age, or height, that they nre too lurge or too
old to uttend a Sanday School, which experionce hus tuught
' mo in n great mistake on the pari of nvy boy or girl, for the
particulur renson, it is the enrly moral und r'eliglunn training

| in the Sunduny School or in the homo, that tends to elevute,
: beenusy those principles nre of un elevating nature, und- if
! thoroughly practiced, they will nover fuil to raise the indi.
' vidual to n high standard of manhood, womanhood and use-

fulness. About eighteen years hnd clapsed since the interest
of my friend Jackson and myself for Sunday School had
censed, for as we bhad arrived at mnature years, the Sunday
Schoul seomad to us to be a something of the pust, though I
had never forgotton the impressions  that bad been mude
upon my mind und heurt yours before. But o new inspira.
tion cught uy about the yeur 1877 and we decided to visit
the A. M. . Sunday School once again which we did. On
our anrrival there one Sunday, we found Messrs M. 8. Gra-
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ham, John-Welsh, George Simms Jr.. John Williams - and a.

few children,” und they greetel us witha very hearty
welcome: Those elderly men were accustomed to meet thera
every Sunday and read the Scripture, .disenss. the . lssson and
oxplain it to the hest of their ability. . ‘There was no regular-
ly organized system of conducting the, schoal;. and it had
greatly diminished on account. of not. having a.suflicient
number of efticient officers and teachers. However, we con-
tinued there taking our place in the cluss..with the .men I
have mentioned. Our Sunday School literature was very
limited, we weore without an organist to carry on the musical
part.of the institution, so on.the whole we were in-a. very
embarassing situntion. . But it was not long until Providence
favored the school with the most efficient ussistunce, in' the
person of Mr. Stewart Lyon, n thorough biblical scholar and
a Christian gentleman. Mr. Lyon did not come to usalone
but he brought with him his dunghter. Miss Clara and his son
Mr. John Lyon to assist in: the work which® was to begin.
The elder Mr. Lyon at once .took' charge.of the.bible class, of
which my friend Juckson and I were. mombuera. Mr. John
Lyon also touk churge of a cluss, and his sister, Miss Clura;
prosided at the organ,.conducting ther music, and {rom that
Sundawy the school hegun.. to . progress.. Mr. Stewart ILyon
and his son and duughter continued. their service with us

nlternately from 1877 to 1880.and during thut perivld.we were.

highly fuvored with.other competent teachers to assist in.tho
well begun work. e were favored . with - such persons as
Mr. Jumes Suimmerville,- Mr. Willinm P. Humes, Mr. Ellis

* Orvis, now President Judge of the Centre County Court, Mr.

John Brooks. teacher of the. colored public school, Mrs:
Rebecen Pugh, Misses Clura Valentine, Kittie Potter and
Lizzie Harris, With thesevery competent instructors, we con-
tinued to progress until 1830.- But remember dear reader;
during those yeurs of progress in the -Sunday School work
your humble servant was grasping every opportunity by
which to botter qualify himself for the work, as also my
friond Juckson. Doubtless the render may have heen won.
dering why I have mentioned the nome of my friend Jack-
son so frequently, during the course of my writing, so to
sntisfy any inquiry on the matter, I would say it is because
of the very intimate relutionship that has existed hetween us

-
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since yhoud, Having been born in Bellefonte and reared
here, we have always been more or less associated together
in nearly all the walks of life, more than any other of our as-
sociates of former or latter years. And it affords me great
pleasure to ray, whatever differences may have- arisen be-
tween us, we have alwnys been able to adjust them without
affecting our social relation in the least. I have said our
school continued to progress until 1880. Near the close of that
year Rev. John M. Palmer, a bright and intelligent minister,
became the pastor of our church, while friend Jacksan and
myself were still identified with the Sunday School. But in
the same year, friend Jackson, George G. Skinner and
Charles Garner, Sr., were converted under Rev. Palmer and
united with the church. The writer did not become con-
verted until March 1881, and at the expiration of.three
months was received into full connection. In the meantime
my friends Skinner and Garner began studying .for the
ministry, and were soon licensed as local preachers, to do
local work in the church here. They continued with their
studies, still working ih a local capacity, until in 1888, at
which timne the Pittsburg Annual Conference of the A. M.
E. church et in Bellefonte. At this time my friend Skin-
ner was admitted to the conference and fromn thattime began
his itineracy. I am not so certain that my friend Garner
was regularly ordained, but at all events he was given work
by the conference, and they hoth entered upon their duties
of the Christian ministry. But we must not lose sight of our
friend and benefuctor, Mr. S. 8. Lyon and the closing days of
his life with us, nor can we forget his son and - daughter,
who rendered such valunble service to us in our Sunday
School. As I have mentioned elsewhere, Rev. J. M. Palmer
entored upon his duty us pastor of the church here near the
close of 1880, and by this time our friend Mr. Lyon, feeling
we were now able and competent to conduct the affairs of
our school intelligontly he withdrew from the school amidst
our gratitude and thunkfulness for the kind aid of himeself,
son and dnughter as well as his other co-workers. We were
now left 1o ourselves to munage vur own school affairs, and
in the spring of 1881, it wus suggested by the pastor that
the writer nceapt the nomination for the superintendency of
the school.  This, of course, was n great surprise to me, and

- e —————
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caused some hesitution on my part in giving a definite
answer to the suggestion, for the reason, I felt myself incom-
petent to nysuwne the duties of so important .an oftice. How-

ever, I decided to accept the office and when the day came °

for the election of ofticers for the school, I received the nom-
inution and was unanimously elected to the superintendency,
which oftice I filled from 1881 to 1907, a period of twenty-six
yeurs. Once during my term of oftice, friend Jackson be-
came iny assistant in the work, and once. he was elected
supcrintendent of the school and I became his assistant. He
wus filling the oflice of superintendent when Hon. D. H.
Hastings was elected Governor of Ponnsylvania in 1905, and
then ho resigned the oftice to’ accept s position with the
Governor nt the mansion in Harrisburg., T then - filled . his
unexpired term and then was re-electwd to the saperintend-
ency. [ cannot but sny our -association in the school: was
ulwuys vory plensant, never, having any cause for disagree-
ments pertuining to the school work. * But aside fromm the
vory plensunt moments we hud spent together as officers and
tenchers, it is nvedless for me to say, that during those
twenty-six yeurs us superintendent of the A. M. E. Sunday
School, T had iny very dark seasons as well as the hright
ones, us I cundidly believe every one will huve, wnu under-
takes to superintend. or munage n school which has thircty-
five or forty pupils of all sizes, ages nnd churacter. Any one
who has had the experience in endeavoring .to frame and
aliape the future destiny of a boy or girl, 1 believe will agreo
with me that it is one of the greatest undertakings that
could confront any one. The grentest difticulty I experienced
inmy lnbors among the children, was in getting n complete
co-operation of the parents, which would have greatly helped
ne in endeavoring to train the minds unlimmprove the inorals
of the children. That, I consider a grent mistake on the purt
of uny purent who does not and will not assist the instructor
in the Sunday School by exercising howe influence, because
it iz in that department the parent expecta the hoy or girl to
derive the grontest moral and religious henefit, from " practi-
enl mornl und religioun tenching. Then, to inscill in'the
miud of the boy or girl theso principles so ‘essentinl to their
well-hsing, 1t requires the co-operation of the parent, * for it
Gt ot seem possibie for the tencher to teach the hoy “or
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irl in one hour und a half or two houry in the Sunday
School, what would possibly require s week or a month tench-
ing in the home. AsIhave mude wention clsewhere in
these pagos of the very tranquil relutions between my co-
workers und myself, itaffords me nosmall degree of pleusure
1o rocall the namo of Miss Kutherine Miller, who afterward
bocame Mrs. Willism E. Greon, and who during wmy term of
oflico, once or twice, hecume my assistant in the Sunday
School work. T cun suy of this ludy, she was faithful to her
trust. She was always present where duty Uemuanded. I
fuund her to be very pleasant. und agreeuble in her manner,
und quite forbouring.  She wus always willing and rendy to
contribute of her meuns to the support of the school, and I
am plensud to say she atill sustains the same relutionship of
good will, und ulwuys gives financinl nid both to chureh wuil
school at this writing.

Beture elosing the nurrative of this depurtmont of the

church, T wish to say to the reador, I rosigned the office of ‘

superintendent in the summer of 1907, helioving it wonld he
for the Bettermont of the school, ny I have wlways bean of the
opinion that for uny one to remain in the snme oftice  nfter
certuin poriod of years, either religions or. politiceal,  wonli
out-live their duys of nsefulness in that ofice. 1 resigned
with my best wishes for the snceoss of 8t Panl's A, M. 12
Sunday School, nnd the highest regard for iy thon Pusitor,
Rev. Co P Haerington, wnd adl my co-workers in the  sehonl,
But before I tenderad my rosignntion T was. able w0 point
with great prideto five of my pupils whom 4 um sare nre a
Kreat eredit to the school, to their purents, nnd 1o.themselves,
namely: Goorge Overton, whu has since graduated from
Howard University, in Washington, D. C.; Arthur Thomus,
whois in the same University, studying medicine; Miss
Luara Thomas, who is n teacher in one of the public schools
for colored children in Baltimore, Md.; M. Robert
Stewart, who was elected superintendent of the Sunday
School after 1 had resigned, nnd by rvenson of his lenving
town, My, Arvthur Foremnn succeeded Mr. Stewart o that
oftice and in aeting in thint enpaeity at this writing, Decem-
ber 1900,

0 e e em e aee o — e—

1 now clise, hoping the reader wi
much neglectold education, and pardon ¢
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have madé iu 1he uttempt at writing

A. M. E. churel,

und Sunday School,

| kindly connider my
iy mistnke I may
this ‘narrative of the
of Bellefonte, Pa,
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