The Origins of the Surname Odom/Oldham

Tracing the History and Meaning of the Odom/Oldham Family Name

Introduction

The surname Odom is a distinctive family name with deep historical roots. Over time, it has
come to represent a lineage that can be traced through various regions and generations.
This document explores the origins, meaning, and evolution of the surname Odom, offering
insight into its cultural and linguistic background.

Etymology and Meaning

The surname Odom is generally considered to be of English origin. It is classified as a
locational surname, which means it was originally used to identify people who came from a
particular place or geographic feature. The name is believed to derive from the Old English
word "ham," meaning "homestead" or "village,"' combined with other elements that may
have referred to a specific location. Over time, spelling variations such as "Odam,"
"Odham," and "Odem" have appeared, reflecting changes in pronunciation and regional
dialects.

Origins & meanings (England)

e Oldham — classic English habitational surname from the town of Oldham
(Lancashire); place-name likely from Old English ald “old” + Old
Norse holmr “island/water-meadow” (often glossed “old lands”).

e Odom — English surname with two long-attested roots: (1) Middle
English othom/odam (OE athum/adam) “son-in-law/brother-in-law”; and/or (2)
habitational from Odam farm/hamlets in Highampton or Romansleigh (Devon).
Spelling variants include Odam, Odum, Odem.

Historical Usage

Records of the Odom surname date back several centuries in England. Early bearers of the
name were often associated with rural communities, farms, or small villages. As people
migrated and communities grew, the surname spread to other parts of the British Isles and,
eventually, to the Americas and beyond. In the United States, the surname Odom is most



commonly found in the southern states, particularly in Georgia, Alabama, and Texas, where
families bearing the name have established deep roots.

Migration and Distribution

The surname Odom made its way to the United States during the colonial period, as
English settlers traveled to the New World in search of opportunity and land. Over
generations, the name became more widespread, and Odom families contributed to the
growth and development of communities across the country. Today, the surname
continues to be a recognizable and respected family name in many regions.

First known migrants & early American presence

e OLDHAM — John Oldham (from Derbyshire) arrived at Plymouth in July 1623 on
the Anne/Little James with a small party listed in the 1623 land division; he later
helped found Wethersfield, Connecticut, and his death (Block Island, 1636) was
one trigger of the Pequot War.

e ODOM/ODUM/ODAM — By the early 1700s, Odoms were documented in coastal
Virginia and quickly into North Carolina (e.g., Jacob Odom land grants
recorded 1738). These show the name embedded in the Albemarle/Chowan/Bertie
region and later pushing into SC/GA in the mid-1700s.

Typical migration path into the U.S.

e Oldham: North-west England > New England (1620s-30s) via Puritan migration;
later lines moved into CT/RI/NY, and by the 18th-19th c. into the Mid-Atlantic and
Old Northwest. (For an emblematic colonial figure, see John Oldham above.)

e Odom: Southern England/Devon &/or Midlands > Tidewater Virginia (late 1600s)
> NC(Albemarle/Chowan/Bertie by 1710s-30s) > SC/GA (mid-1700s)
> AL/MS/LA/TX (early 1800s) following the familiar coastal-South > backcountry
corridor. (Document example for NC 1738 grants.)

Variations and Related Names

As with many surnames, Odom has several variations that emerged over time due to
regional accents, literacy levels, and record-keeping practices. Common variants include
Odam, Odham, and Odem. These variations may be encountered in historical documents,
census records, and family genealogies.



Conclusion

The surname Odom is a testament to the enduring legacy of family names and their ability
to connect people to their heritage. Its origins in England, evolution through migration, and
presence in modern communities speak to a rich and varied history. Whether you are
researching your own family tree or simply curious about the name, understanding the
origins of Odom offers a window into the past and the stories that shape our identities.



