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HOLLOWELL RESEARCH NOTES 3

Some ETarly Jeglaninge in North Carolina 1

The first permanent settlement in North Carolina was made in the
territory around the Albemarle Sound and river2 which empty into 1it.
Jattlera moved down froso Virginia for religicus freefou uu well as
sgonomio nordiderationa, Settlers oould acquire rich larndse on ca3sle
terad and have larger ranges for thelr stock.

sy 15653 muany settlern had come into the Albenmarle region. King
Charles 1I,in 1663, is8Buesd his Charter to the eight Lorda Propriston
by ~hich he created Carclinu. This granting of the Charter attraote.
attention and inquiries were mode about terms to 2ettle In the new
colony. The Lords Proprietors set about to eatablish in 1667 the
first garernment vhich we* conflred ir Albemarle Jounty. iany
spttlers arrived and took up land granta. Land patents were lssded
by the ¥ing of Englend to people in Virginis. In Forth Carolina the
Lords Iropriletors isaued tho patonts malled land grants.

Ay 1670 Alberarle County hed been dlvided inte four preclnets--
Currituck, Pasquotan¥, Perquimans, and Chowan. Then in 1722 Cartere
end Bertle Precinots were formed. The name PRECINCT was changed to
COUNTY in 17359, 5

dertie Preolnct in 1722 waa formed from Zhowan Prezinet. Salnt
John was the firél county 2eat. Uindsor became the county seat in
1774, Bertie had 1te Deginning at the Albenmarle Sound, thenoce north.
vard alonz the Chowan River, then easatward aocrosa- the Chowan River
to Bermett's Creek next to present dey Gatesville into what 18 now
the western part of Qates county, on to the Hirginia territory and
the land ¥est, Some land tranSactions in Chowan ecounty before 1722
became a pert of Bertlie Precinct after 1t was fornmed.

The General Asseubly hkad the power to form new preocinots or counties,

Northampton county was formed in 1741 from Bertie county with Bertie
keeping all the old records previous to 1T741.

Hertford county was formed in 1759 from the northern part of
Bertie county end acroed tha "howan River to Bennett's Creer in thm e
northern part of Chowan county and a small part from Horthempton courn
The Bejtlers living in Bertie ocounty suddenly found themselves listed
in Fertford county in 2750, 7That part of Esrtle county that was in

what 12 now the western part of Gates was included in Hertford count
A1l the recorde in Herttord county were burned when the Federal
troops burned winton Feb., 20, 1862, This lose handiocavs ressarch
work in Hertford. i
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Gates county was fprmed by aot of the General AssemBly during
January and Febriary 1779 (during Rev.%ar) from Chowan, Hertford
and Perquimans counties with Chowan and Bertie keeping the old
transaotions. OGates county hegan wrlting deeds as of Gates
county Mareh 1, 1779. Of oourse Hertford's reocords were burned in
1862. There if &t Gatosvilic, howevar, one book -Book A- 1listing
deeds a8 of Fertford county until Maroch 1, 1779 and then on as dadds
of Gates county after that date. All the wills in North Carolina
prior to 1760 were sent to the State Capital., They are on file at
the Dept. of Archixea and Eilstory, Raleigh, N.C. Beginning in 1760
to the present time the whlls are filed at the county seat. There
are land teansactions in Bertie county before 1779 that designate
places in CGoted county. They went from Bertie to Hertford abd from
Hertford to Gates, The Chowan River became the dividing line be-
tween Hertford and Gates counties, The northern part of Chowan
and Perguimans were cut off to help form Gates county, 3Some early
deeds in Chowan county refer to lande which are in Gates county
after 1779. Thus those earliest Odom deeds to land in Chowan coungy
became land in Gates,
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The Odom Fanlly in Chownn-Hortford later Gatof2 Counties

Kany Bettlers camo woross the Virginia-North Carolina State line
into Geptheastern North Carelina from adjoining Nansembnd, HNorfolk
and Isle of ¥ight counties, Virginia. The Virginla-North Carclina
“tate line wa3d run in 1728, Several Odom families game from Kanse-
mond county, Yirginia #o Northenstern Worth Carolina. They lived
firat in Yorfolk county. Thenm they bought land in Nansemond county.
They moved into now Gatee county, North Carolina in the early 1700's
The Cdooe were lend-loocked in Upper Ferlsh of Nansemond county and
their move to Cypress Creek in now Gated county and not so far froa
the Chowan River gave opportunities for export and import trade.

Cypress Swampi¥/is in Gates county, Nor:h Carolina between Eure
and Gatesville and oclcséer to Eure.

The officlal recorde of Nandemond county were burned by the
Federal troops in 1864 when they burned Suffolk. Such a great lossl
[aedd at Edenton, Chowan county and at Windsor, Bertie county Elve
dates of the land tramgactiong and whers.

Richard Odecn, son of William I, continued to live in Norfolk
county as A young man.

Richard Odecn {egon of ™a.I ) arolgns Powor of Attormey to
Franola 3ayer

Deed Book 4 page Th 16 Feb. 1679 Norfolk Co.

Robert Butt and Elirabeth his wife assigna prﬁparty to Riohard
Odeon (son of ¥Tm, 1)

Deed Book 4 page T4 6 Feb. 1679 Norfolk Co.

Richard Odeon bought land in Upper Parish of Nansemond county ,Va.
He married Anne =--7 and ther lived ir Nansemond. Fith that urge
for new holdings he moved across the State Line into Chowan Precinct
(later Gates co., 1779)

Edward Willlaos and wife lUary of Chowan precinct sold 200 acres
land in Mount Pleasant on North side of Cypress Swamp to Richard
Yaium of Upper Parigh of Nansemond oounty, Va.

Book W page 94 0ot 1, 1708 Chowan Co.

Richard Odium of Upper Parish of Nensemond county assings FPower
of Attorney to Danlel Magee to mot and do in oy name as if I were
there in perecn. Danlel Mages sold 200 acres land to Richard Mal-
press same land bought by Richard Odium of Fdward Williams lying
in ¥ount Fleasant.

Book W page 156 7 April 1713 Chowan Co.
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~ilcherd Odiucs patented 300 pores Yand in Chowan precilhot

14

1 yarch 1718 on REoggerses Branch up lduking Root Branch on North

8ide of Cypreas Eramp

Sbchard Odlum patented 271 nmores land in Chowa
year 1T16 at Honcur Branch (later Oates o, 17793 R preoinet in

Sichard Odiuz (Odeon) was an elderly man when he moved with wifs

Anne anf nine children to the North side of Cypress Swa

mp, Chowamn

precinet in 1706 (later Gates Co.) He dled will probated Jan.1728.

childéren a8 in will Eldest con Richard, 2nd Bon John
Abra=am (to each zon n plantation), Ann;, Jarah, Ell:l iy

bj Aaron,

abeth, Jane.

Thede 80n8 Bettled In now Gates Mo, Abrahan bought land and settled

in Bzartie county. Aaron bought land in Fdgecombe ocounty.

Some of

thelr dedcendantz are s8till living in Nomthepetern Horth Carolina.

The Odomn have udsd family names from

one generation to

ancther--William, John, Richard, Jaoch, Mosree, etu. They witnessed

deeds and wille for each other.

Fhen they came into North Carolina,

they settled in what 18 now Qates Co.formerly Chowan and Hertford.

%illlam Odeon IV, scn of ¥illiam IIT and Patlence Yarrick Odeon
L

wag 1living in Norfolk county (see pages 4) He marrie

d Jemima Thorn.

He came Into what 18 now fa%es county 2nad Bettled on the Morth side

of Cypress Swamp. Yther Odoms were living in that A
Vansemornd and Hertford countles were hur:ﬁd and 1t ?:ngirfi::giﬁtuin

trace families living in these countliea.

m111iam Odon gave to Hardy Howard use of land nox
t to Ch
Yook 2 pago 34 28 Oot. 17BT OCatea Co. owan Rive

Filliam Odom of Gates Co. for love, gbod will and affeotion to

my loving son John Odom of Gates Co. give tha w

Bole of my plantaticn

whereon I now live , likewise ny Sand Bank land on Chowan River, like

wise two negro men, bed, furniture, two manl
one mare, one half of my hogs and cattle, nnnpd:l;?hlail

one horse,

Signed L}
Fook 3 page 31 Untes o, g Jaﬂiﬁ%’g’ggﬁ

William Odom IV loft & will in Gatee county

probated Mov. court 1794. Children as in w111,
villiam, Mary Thorn Odom, MAY¥Y; Mancy, Moses,
Charity Carter. (see wlll pages 15-15)

John Odom (above) continueé prgo 18

loaee Odoo (above) continued page 19

dated 23 Aug. 1794

Uriah, John,
Elizabeth Rawls,
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111 of William Odem IV- Gates County 15
Book 1 puge 128

In the naze of Gorl Amen I Willlam Odom of Gates county and
State of North Car-slina being weak in body and in a poor state of
health, although c:f a scund and perfeot underatanding and memory,
do conatitute this presont writing as my last will and teatament,
First I humbly begueath my coul to God, my Maker, and my bedy to the
earth to be buried in a Chriotian 1ike and depgent z;vnner and ga
touching shch worldly estate as it hath pleased Providence to favour
me with, I give emd diEprAe 0Ff in manrsr and form following:

Ioprimisa- I glve, devige and bequenth unto my beloved son Urieh
Odom the plantaticn and land thet I. purchnsed of Jecse Satinders to
the new line that I made between my two Bons Uriash and John Odom
I oy unto my eald eon hie heire and assigns fotever, aleo my negro
boy called Great Diavid unto oy said son hie helire and aseigna foreve

ltem-- T glve, dewise and bequeath unto my son John Odom alx
barrels of good br=ndy I say: unto my 2zld son hier heirs and
asgigné forever.

Item~ I glve devise and bequeath unto oy eon Filliam Odom my
negro =moman named Lida and one negro boy called Jerry and one negro
girl named Yerlam and one hérse colt called Drummer and one bed and

furplture that hie grancfethor Thorn gove hinm I say: unto my said
Bon his heirs and uﬂ;gnﬂ forever.,

Item- I lerdupto my wife Jemima Odom one negro boy called
Little David during her 1life or widowhood and aféerwards to my mon
Mpaes Odom, I 8ay: I glve devise and bequeath the 3aid negro boy
unto my #ald eon Moses Odom hie helrs and aseigns forever.

Iten- I glve devise and bequeath unto my daughter ¥anoy Odom
ten shillings, I say: untn ry daughtsr her helrs and assigns forever.

Item- I glve d=vige and bequeath unto mfy crandson Dzniel Howard
ten shillings, I #ay: unto I3 2eld grand=on his heilrs and assigns
forever,

Item- I give devise and bequeath unto my Anughter Tlizabsth
Rawls end unto my Son Urlsk Odom &nd unto my dausghter charity Carter
and unto my son John Odom and unto my daughter larm Thern Odom and
unto my son William Odom all my eatate within dcora and out, equally

to be divided hetween each ¢f them after my just debts except the
legacies before mentioned.

https://odomassembly.us/Research/hollowell/hollowell3.html 5/6



3/26/25, 3:45 PM Hollowell Odom Research Notes 3

16

lagtly- I nominate and appoint my beloved son John Odom my
wnole and sole sxecutor to execute thia my last will ani testauent,
revoking and disannulling all other wills heretofore made hy me,
rutlfying and confirming ti.le and no other to be my last will and
tedtament, In witness whersof I have hersrnto Bet g hand and
af’lxed zy seal this the 23rd day of Auzust in the yoar of our Lord

christ 1794

Sizned, sealed and published
im precienze of wd

¥11liam Odom--Senl

Franele Saundera
Probated Nor. court 1794 Jatea Mo.

David Yalton
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