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The Odom Family History
Compilod by
Lucy Elliott Hollowell,age 74
?-'Dndlant;'l, North C&mling
Pebr (469

Foroword

Reelizing that many people are intorested in their early fanily

history, I have attompted to write the history of the Odom family.

Et have made several trips to the Dept. of Archives and History,
eleigh, B. C.; several tripe to Fdenton, Chowan county; several trip
to “indzor, Bertle county and to Gatesville,Gates county. Uy work
is based on the wills and deeds in the three counties. I also Col-
lected the Odom wills and derds at Chesapeake Civie Center, Grent
Bridge, Va, for Norfolk oounty rocorde. I did not have any Odoms

to go to for help. I apprectate tha ocoperation of the Reglsters

of Deeds and the Clers of Court for their help. There are many
families that are not complete. I have included all the ibformation
that I could obtein. I hope oy work proves satisfactory.

Lucy Flliott Hollowell
V%oodland, N.C.
February 1969
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Tntroduction to Norfolk County 2

The first colonists Iin Virginia gave names of places and persons

in Fngland to rivers, oroeks, countlce and ports of ontry 1n the
New World. Thus wo have Worfolk, Portsmouth, Prinocess Anne, Isle
of #@ight, ete. The nnw territory was divided into eight shires and
later called countles whieh were established in 1634, The eight
original countiea were James City, Warrick River (VWarriock),
Tarrosquyoake (Isle of Wight), Charles River (York), Accawack,
Henrico, Charles City, and Elizabeth Oith.

Elizabeth Clty county was formed by the Colony of Virginia in
1634 and corprised the pre~cont ocounties of Nansemond, Norfolk and
Princess Anne, From this county the part lying on the South eide
of the James River was cut off and formed into New Norfolk gounty
about 1636. About 1637 Mew ¥orfolk countr wee divided into Upper
Norfolk county and Lower Norfolk eounty. Upper Norfolk county was
then changed to Ransemond. Lover Norgolk county was in 1691 divided
into Norfolk county and Princess Anne county. Norfolk county retained
a1l the records of the older counties back to 1635. These records are
now at the Chesepeake Clvio Center, CGreat Bridge, Virginia. 11
the records vere moved from the courthouse at Portemouth, Va. to
the Chesapeake Civiec Center, Creat Bridge in September 1962, The
lover part of Norfolk oounty was called Chesapeake; North of
Ellzebeth River continueeg a& the City of Norfolk and Princess Anne

county wae chenged to Virginia Beach. There 158 no Norfolk county
now.
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Tee Jiom Faecilr !in Norfolt County, Virginia

The Odom name 14 variously epelled Odeon, Odion, Odium, Odam,
0dum, Odem. The ITidom famlly 1s found in Horfolk sounty,Virginia
z8 early as 1651. Willlam Odeon, the Uariner of London and master

of the good ship =om=monly ocalled by name ( J bought
100 agres land o= Elizabeth River from Oecorge Helghanm,
Deed Book 4 —age 141 14 April 1651 Norfolk Co.
¥illiam Odeo=, commander of tho good ship ( |
assigns FPower of ittorney to Richarfl Starnell
ed Book € =—age 167 23 June 1655 HNorfolk Co.

He had A frie=d who could look after his affailrs while he was
on the high 2eas. .

¥illiam Odeor wae living on his land when he dled Feb 15662.
He died before his youngest son ¥Af Rlichard was seventeen years old,
His will wae datel 25 Jan. 15662, proved 16 Feb., 1552 Book D page 35§
Norfolk Qo. His zhildren as in will were ¥illiam II, Fllep,

and Richard (osee seges 5-6]. Hie wife was not mentioned. Evidqntlr
ehe wae doocessod,

William II khelred all the land from his father, besldes one=third
of the moveeble property. IPis sister Ellen and brother fichard °
ecch recelved one-third of the movoable property. He bought and
8old lend in Rorfolk county. :

Tilllao Odecr II (2on of Williea I) selle land to Francis Sayer
Deed Book &, pege 27 Hovw. 23, 1677 NWorfolk Co.

Filliam Qdeon II ancisn2 Power of Attorney to John Moors.
Deed Book & pags 1Al 12 Uay 1583 HNorfolk Co.

%illiam Odeon II, 8on and he!r of ¥illiam I Adecessed, anosBigns
rights of 100 acree land to Thozas Qurle.
Deed Book 4 page 141 12 May 1683 Morfolk Oo.

Filliam Odeon II son and heir of William Odeon I, deceased
assigns rights of lznd te Trancle Seyer,

Desd Book 4 page 141 L2 Yay 15683 ¥Worfolk Co.
& Joseph Whitsén and wife Mary assigns rights of land to William
deon II

Deed Book 4§ page 299 18 Yune 1684 Norfolk Co.

Joseph Fhitson and wifo Hary asaigns righta to another piece
of lacd to William Odeon IT. Hary gives consent to ®ell the land,

Deed Book 5 page 223 19 Daa. 1584 Harrolk co.

Yrom Lower Norfolk Co. Mbraries-vol, I p 1l2le=no of books in

library among thea Mr, Willizm Odecn II~three old books and a Biblae,
July 15, 1687
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#11liam C2ez= II married and had two sone- John Odeon and 4

villiem Cdeon IZIZ. Jobn bought land and scttled in Hansend
where his father=''s brother Richard was ving. ntectnd Co.

From the Quit. Rent Rolls of 17P4 in Nansemond county

Richa:vd Odeon ogned 50 anores
Jacot Oadham omnod 20 morea
John O&iua o OGounty of Mansemond %0l1d his right of t
land to Nicholas Stallinge of Chowan preclinot. 8 pavmE
BEook w pageé L - ! 19 Oet. 1790 Chowan Co.
Then John OZZ.um bought 200 acres land froam Charles Gaffi
TVeat side of -----—--below Woodwards Creeck (Later Gates {:;. 1?‘?;?
Pook W page 1 30 Sept 1708 Chowan Co.

John was a yc'ung man when he came into
Gates Co. 1779). He lived in what 18 now
pon John Odlu=,J=. bought 200 aocres land
ota. of Chowan pr=olnot (later Gates Co. ).

Book C page +5 21 Jan. 171% Chowen Co.

Chowan precbnot (later
Oaktes pounty ¥.C. His
at 2 pine in Keelan Branch

Mo further dcta on thie family

¥illico Odecorn III, John'tc brother, married

daughter of Henry of Southern Branch of Elizabe
continued to live in lorfolk county.

Patience Warrick,
tn River. They

Henry Tirlck (¥arrick) of Southern Branch of EBlizabath River

gives by will to caughter Tatlence Odeon and sdn-in-law Tilliam
Odeon.

Vill Gated 1720 W1l Book 9 page 25 HNorfolk Co.
of property to two children Willigm Odeon and 'nr.le P.:ufﬁ:,:“:ign
Uary Bartes.

Book 9 pege 27 20 April 1711 MNorfolk Co.

They h2d five children. His will was dated 29 Deo.
proved March 1T44 O 36
Children: names a8 in wille-- Patience Butt, Ann, I'a
Elizabeth and WilliazOdeon IV (see will pages 7-5.&-1{:?’

Book H page 96  Norfolk County.

¥illiaz Odeon IV followod other meubers of the Odoa facily into

what 18 now Gates county, N.C. and Gettled there. His will i» at
Gatesville, Oates county proved 1794 /see will page 15-1G)

William Odecn I¥ continued to page 14
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