5 Day Devotional

Day 1: A Different Kind of Throne

Devotional

When we think of kings, we picture golden thrones, magnificent palaces, and displays of earthly power.
But Jesus shows us something radically different. His throne was made of wood and nails, positioned on a
hill outside Jerusalem. What makes this even more remarkable is that it wasn't the nails that held Him there
- it waslove.

This changes everything about how we understand authority and power. While earthly rulers demand
submission through force, Jesus draws us through love. His kingship isn't about what He can take from us,
but what He's willing to give for us. On that cross, Jesus demonstrated that true strength isn't found in
avoiding suffering, but in willingly entering into it for the sake of others.

Today, we live in aworld that often equates power with dominance, success with accumulation, and
authority with control. But Jesus invites us to see differently. His kingdom operates on entirely different
principles - love over force, service over self-interest, sacrifice over self-preservation.

Thisisn't just a nice theological concept; it's alife-changing reality. When we recognize Jesus as our King,
we're not submitting to atyrant who demands our obedience. We're responding to a Savior whose love
compelled Him to die for us. His authority in our livesisn't something to fear, but something to embrace
with gratitude and wonder.

Bible Verse
Luke 23:35-43

Reflection Question
How does understanding Jesus' throne as one of love rather than force change the way you view His
authority in your life?

Quote
Thisis not the typical picture of aking. It's not athrone made of gold. Rather, it is a throne of wood and
nails. But it was not the nails that held him there. It was love.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank Y ou for showing us what true kingship looks like. Help me to see Y our authority not as

something to resist, but as love that draws me closer to You. May | find comfort in knowing that Y ou rule
through love, not force. Amen.

Day 2: TheHero Diesfor the Villain

Devotional



Every great story has heroes and villains, but the story of Jesusis unlike any other. In most tales, the hero
defeats the villain and saves the day. But in God's story, something unprecedented happens - the hero dies
for thevillain. Thisisn't just aplot twist; it's the very heart of the gospel.

We often struggle to see ourselves as the villains in this story. We prefer to think of ourselves as the heroes,
or at least asinnocent bystanders. But the truth is, we all fall short. We've al made choices that have hurt
others and grieved God's heart. We've all been on the wrong side of righteousness at times.

Y et Jesus didn't come to condemn us or to defeat us. He came to save us. While we were still sinners, still
rebels, still running from God, Christ died for us. Thisislove beyond our comprehension - alove that
reaches toward those who don't deserve it, who haven't earned it, who can't repay it.

This reality should humble us and fill us with gratitude. We don't have to pretend to be perfect to approach
Jesus. We don't have to clean up our act before coming to Him. He already knows who we are, and He
choseto die for us anyway. That's the kind of King we serve - one who loves His enemies enough to give
Hislife for them.

Bible Verse
Luke 23:35-43

Reflection Question
How does it change your perspective to realize that Jesus died for you not because you were good, but
because He is good?

Quote
Remember that thisisthe only story in the world where the hero dies for the villain.

Prayer
Jesus, I'm overwhelmed by the truth that Y ou died for me while | was still asinner. Thank Y ou for loving

me when | was unlovable, for choosing me when | was running from Y ou. Help meto live in the freedom
of Your undeserved grace. Amen.

Day 3: A Simple Request, An Abundant Response

Devotional



In his final moments, hanging on a cross next to Jesus, a criminal made a simple request: 'Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom.' He wasn't asking for much - just to be remembered. He had no
time to improve his life, no opportunity to repair his mistakes, no chance to prove his worthiness. All he
had was a moment, and in that moment, he reached out to Jesus.

Jesus' response reveal s the generous heart of our King: 'Today you will be with mein paradise.’ The
criminal asked only to be remembered, but Jesus offered far more. He offered His presence, His eternal
rest, and a place in His kingdom. No conditions were required, no rituals were needed, no delay was placed
on his entrance.

This story gives usincredible hope. Sometimes we feel like we need to have our lives completely together
before we can approach God. We think we need to fix our problems, overcome our struggles, or prove our
commitment. But this criminal shows us that all we need is a moment of genuine faith and asimple cry for
help.

God's grace isn't limited by our timing or our circumstances. Whether we come to Him early in lifeor in
our final moments, whether we've been faithful for years or are just beginning to believe, Hisresponseis
the same - immediate acceptance and abundant grace. Our King meets us where we are and receives all
who call on Him.

Bible Verse
Luke 23:35-43

Reflection Question
What does it mean to you that God's grace is available immediately, without conditions or delays, no
matter when you call on Him?

Quote
The criminal asked only to be remembered. But Jesus offered far more. He offered his presence, his eterna
rest. He offered a place in his kingdom.

Prayer
Lord, thank Y ou that Y our grace isn't dependent on my timing or my worthiness. Help me to remember that

Y ou meet mewhere | am and that Y our mercy is always available. Give me the faith to simply call on Y ou,
knowing Y ou will respond with abundant love. Amen.

Day 4: Victory Through Sacrifice

Devotional



The world looked at Jesus hanging on the cross and saw defeat. The crowd witnessed what appeared to be
the end of His ministry, the failure of His mission, the victory of His enemies. But heaven saw something
entirely different - the greatest victory ever won. Where the crowd saw weakness, God revealed strength.

Thisisthe mystery of Christ's kingship: His victory happens through sacrifice. His rule is unthreatened by
death. His throne cannot be defeated. While earthly kings maintain power by avoiding loss and defeating
enemies, Jesus secured His kingdom by willingly giving up Hislife.

This truth transforms how we understand victory in our own lives. We live in a culture that defines
winning as coming out on top, getting what we want, or avoiding pain and loss. But Jesus shows us that
sometimes the greatest victories come through sacrifice, that strength can be found in surrender, and that
love often requires laying down our livesfor others.

When we face difficulties, setbacks, or seasons of suffering, we can remember that our King's greatest
triumph came through His darkest hour. His authority isrevealed in His mercy, Hisruleisreveaed in His
willingnessto give Hislife. Because He sits on the throne, our worries do not. His kingdom is secure, His
victory is complete, and His rule never ends.

Bible Verse
Luke 23:35-43

Reflection Question
How might God be working victory through sacrifice in your current circumstances, even when it doesn't
look like winning to the world?

Quote
Christ the King shows that his victory happens through sacrifice. It shows that his ruleis unthreatened by
death. It shows that his throne cannot be defeated.

Prayer
Jesus, help meto trust that Y ou are working victory even in situations that look like defeat. Give me the

faith to believe that Y our strength is made perfect in weakness and that Y our kingdom purposes are being
accomplished even in difficult times. Amen.

Day 5: HisKingdom Is Open

Devotional



As we conclude this week's journey, we're reminded of the most beautiful truth about Christ's kingdom -
it'sopento all. Hismercy isreal, His grace is available right now, and He still saysto each of us, 'Today
you will be with me.' Thisisn't just good news; it's the best news possible.

Jesus kingdom is built on mercy and open to the undeserving. It doesn't matter what you've done, where
you've been, or how far you've wandered. Our King brings hope where none should exist, comfort in
places of pain, and life at the edge of death. His authority is unshaken, His compassion is limitless, and His
mercy isfor al who call on Him.

Perhaps you've been carrying guilt, shame, or regret. Maybe you feel like you've made too many mistakes
or waited too long to turn to God. The story of the criminal on the cross reminds us that it's never too late,
and we're never too far gone. Christ the King rules forever, reigns from the cross, and brings joy where the
world expects despair.

When we ook at the cross, we see the heart of God - His commitment to humanity and His generosity
toward sinners. Thisis our King, and His kingdom is our home. Hisrule in our livesisn't something to
endure but something to celebrate, because He rules through love that cannot be broken.

Bible Verse
Luke 23:35-43

Reflection Question
Knowing that Christ's kingdom is open to all and His mercy is available right now, what step of faithisHe
calling you to take today?

Quote
His kingdom is open. His mercy isreal. His grace is available right now.

Prayer

King Jesus, thank Y ou that Y our kingdom is open to me. Thank Y ou that Y our mercy isreal and Y our grace
is available right now. Help meto live each day in the joy and freedom of knowing that | belong to You

and that Y our love for me cannot be broken. Amen.



