
Preparedness for Every
Ability

by: Nicole Grabner, Director

With hurricane season
underway, now is the time for
individuals with disabilities,
chronic medical conditions, and
their caregivers to prepare for
potential emergencies. Brevard
County offers a Special Needs
Shelter Program designed to
assist residents who may
require additional support
during an evacuation and
cannot safely stay in a general
population shelter. These
shelters vary with each different
emergency and require pre-
registration with the Florida
Department of Health on their
Special Needs Registry.
(https://brevard.floridahealth.g
ov/programs-and-
services/emergency-
preparedness-and-
response/special-needs-
shelters/)
Special Needs Shelters provide
assistance for individuals who
rely on medical equipment
requiring electricity, need help
with daily living activities, or
have health conditions that 

require monitoring during an 
emergency. These shelters are
staffed to provide additional
support; however, they are not
hospitals and should be
considered a shelter of last
resort. Family members and
caregivers are encouraged to
accompany individuals
whenever possible.

For many families in the
disability community,
emergency preparedness
requires extra planning.
Individuals with autism,
intellectual and developmental
disabilities, mobility challenges,
epilepsy, or complex medical
needs may require specialized
accommodations, medications,
communication supports, or
medical equipment during a
storm. Registering in advance
helps emergency officials
better plan for transportation,
staffing, and resources needed
to support residents during an
evacuation.
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Brevard County officials strongly encourage residents not to wait until a storm is
approaching to register. Making sure you have the following ready and in advance will
help during a disaster:

     1.   Emergency Plan (Evacuation Routes)
     2.   Emergency Contacts (Family, friends, doctors, insurance, and medical
information)
      3.  Disaster Kit (3 days of food and water for each person, clothing, cash, extended
medication - around 30-90 days, chargers/batteries, etc.)
     4.  Copies of Important Documentation (ID/Driver's License, Insurance
information, Social Security Card, etc.)

(Disability Rights Florida has a wonderful page and short video that explains further.
This video can be found here: https://disabilityrightsflorida.org/disability-
topics/disability_topic_info/disaster_emergency_planning)

To help with collecting contact information, take a look at our example contact
sheet (attached on the next page).

Preparing before an emergency occurs can help reduce stress and ensure
individuals with disabilities have access to the support they need during hurricane
season. 

Preparedness for Every Ability
(Continued)



Emergency Contact List Examples



  Each July, we celebrate the anniversary of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), which
was signed into law on July 26, 1990.

 The ADA remains one of the most significant
civil rights achievements in our nation's
history, opening doors to greater accessibility,
inclusion, and opportunity for millions of
Americans with disabilities. People with
disabilities—including disabled veterans,
individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities, and those with
physical, sensory, mental health, or chronic
health conditions- rely on these protections
and services to fully participate in their
communities.

The ADA transformed communities by
expanding access to employment, education,
transportation, public accommodations, and
civic participation. It affirmed a simple but
powerful principle: people with disabilities
deserve the same rights, opportunities, and
dignity as everyone else.

This year's anniversary arrives at a time when
many disability advocates are paying close
attention to policy developments that could
affect those protections and supports. Recent
discussions surrounding the Department of
Justice's interpretation of the Olmstead
decision, the Texas v. Kennedy lawsuit
challenging Section 504 protections, and
proposed reductions to programs such as
Medicaid, HCBS (Home and Community
Based Services), SNAP, and Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) have raised concerns
throughout the disability community.

Access is For Everyone:  
The Impact of the ADA 

by Nicole Grabner, Director, One Voice Brevard

For many individuals with disabilities,
these programs and protections are not
merely government benefits—they are the
foundation that makes community living,
employment, healthcare access, and
independence possible. The landmark
Olmstead decision affirmed that people
with disabilities have the right to live and
receive services in the most integrated
setting appropriate to their needs.
 Preserving that vision remains essential.
As we commemorate the ADA's
anniversary, we celebrate how far we have
come while recognizing that the work is
not finished. Accessibility, inclusion, and
equal opportunity require continued
vigilance and advocacy. The disability
rights movement has always been driven
by individuals, families, self-advocates, and
allies who believe that every person
deserves to be valued and included.

This July, let us honor the legacy of the
ADA by recommitting ourselves to
protecting the rights, services, and
opportunities that help people with
disabilities live, work, and thrive in their
communities.

*For more resources regarding the ADA anniversary, please see:
                                                        https://adaanniversary.org/



Vision Is More Than 20/20
 What Every Parent Should Know About Early Childhood Vision

Development
by Melissa Amarnath, Founder & President, Community Pathway for Kids

(Edited and Reprinted with Permossion from the Author)

As a vision specialist, one of the most common things I hear from parents is: “My child passed
their vision screening, so their vision must be fine.” It’s a completely understandable assumption.
After all, when most of us think about vision, we think about reading an eye chart or whether a
child needs glasses.  But vision is so much more than 20/20 eyesight.  This can be especially
confusing for families because while a child’s eye exam may come back completely normal,
healthy eyes are only one piece of the puzzle.  Some children have difficulty making sense of or
using the visual information around them, even when their eyes are functioning normally. As a
result, parents may continue to feel like something is “off” despite passing vision screenings or
receiving a normal eye exam. 

Vision Is More Than What the Eyes See
Vision plays a role in almost everything a child does. It helps them connect with the people they
love, explore their environment, learn new skills, move safely through the world, and make sense
of what they see every day.  Vision is actually a complex process that influences how children
learn, move, communicate, play, and interact with the world around them. During the first five
years of life, a child’s visual system develops rapidly. Because of this, identifying visual challenges
early can have a significant impact on a child’s overall development.

Why Vision Matters for Development 
More than 80% of what young children learn comes through visual experiences. From the
moment they are born, babies use vision to recognize caregivers, explore their environment,
reach for toys, and begin making sense of the world around them. As they grow, vision becomes
deeply connected to nearly every area of development.

Social Development: Children use vision to read facial expressions, observe social
interactions, follow gestures, and engage with peers during play. These visual experiences
help children build relationships, understand emotions, and learn important social skills.
Communication and Language: Vision helps children learn by watching faces, mouth
movements, body language, and interactions with others. This can be especially important
for children with speech delays or limited verbal communication. Through observation,
children learn how conversations work, how emotions are expressed, and how to connect
with the people around them.
Vision and movement are interconnected, with visual information crucial for spatial
awareness, balance, and coordination. Strong visual skills support hand-eye coordination,
enabling children to interact effectively with their environment and achieve motor
milestones.



Vision Is More Than 20/20
(Continued)

Vision is a powerful tool for learning. Children rely on visual information to explore their
environment, make connections, recognize patterns, and solve problems. As they grow,
vision supports attention, visual memory, cause-and-effect learning, matching and sorting
skills, and the ability to understand and organize information. These visual-cognitive skills are
crucial for school readiness. Recognizing shapes, letters, and numbers, following visual
demonstrations, completing multi-step activities, and developing early literacy skills all
depend on a strong visual foundation. Visual challenges can make learning difficult even
when eyesight appears normal.

Signs a Child May Need Additional Visual Support
Vision concerns are not always obvious. Many young children assume everyone sees the world
the same way they do, so they may never tell adults something feels different.
Some signs I encourage families to watch for include:

Difficulty tracking moving objects
Frequently bumping into things
Tilting or turning the head when looking at objects
Light sensitivity
Difficulty finding items in a busy environment
Balance difficulties or frequent falls
Delays in motor, learning, or developmental skills

Children with developmental delays, prematurity, autism spectrum disorder, hearing
impairments, neurological diagnoses, or genetic conditions may be at an even greater risk for
vision-related challenges.

Don’t Wait for School Screenings
One of the biggest myths I encounter is that children don’t need an eye exam until they start
school. In reality, children can have their first comprehensive eye exam as early as six months of
age. An infant eye exam allows eye care professionals to evaluate eye health, monitor visual
development, assess tracking skills, and determine how well the eyes are working together—all
without a child needing to identify letters or speak. Early identification allows families to address
concerns before they begin affecting development, learning, and daily routines.

What Is Early Vision Intervention?
 Every child experiences and interacts with the world differently. Some children may have
difficulty using and understanding the visual information around them. Others may have low
vision, cortical visual impairment (CVI), or blindness. Regardless of the diagnosis, the goal of
early vision intervention is to help each child develop the skills they need to learn, communicate,
move safely, and participate fully in everyday life.



My approach is shaped by years of experience as a Head Vision Therapist, Certified Early
Intervention Vision Specialist, Infant and Toddler Vision Screener, and Cortical Visual
Impairment (CVI) Specialist. Because vision affects every area of development, I work closely
with families and other professionals, including occupational therapists, physical therapists,
speech-language pathologists, educators, and medical providers, to create strategies that
support the whole child.
For children with usable vision, intervention focuses on enhancing their vision’s effectiveness
during play, movement, communication, learning, and daily routines. For children with visual
impairments or blindness, intervention emphasizes building foundational skills to navigate the
world using all sensory information. Early vision intervention may involve assessing vision use
during daily activities, adapting environments and routines, strengthening visual skills, supporting
movement and learning, and teaching families practical strategies.
For children who are blind or have significant visual impairments, early intervention is about
much more than teaching compensatory skills. It is about helping them build a foundation for
learning. Through meaningful experiences, hands-on exploration, auditory cues, and consistent
routines, children learn how to gather information from their environment, understand cause
and effect, develop spatial concepts, communicate effectively, and become confident explorers
of the world around them.
The goal is not simply better eyesight. The goal is helping every child access, understand, and
interact with their environment in the most effective way possible. The early years are a period of
incredible brain growth and development. When visual concerns are identified and addressed
early, children have greater opportunities to build strong developmental foundations, gain
independence, strengthen communication and learning skills, and successfully engage in
everyday activities. 
At Community Pathways for Kids, we believe every child deserves the opportunity to thrive. We
also believe that families should never have to navigate concerns alone. Through education,
guidance, resources, and support, we help families better understand their child’s development
and connect with the services that can make a difference.
Let's Connect!
Have you noticed your child tilting their head, struggling with balance, or avoiding eye contact?
Have they had an eye exam yet? Let’s talk about it! Reach out to us directly by filling out the
referral form to see how we can support your family's visual journey!

Vision Is More Than 20/20
(Continued)



At Disability & Justice, I often write about accessibility, independence, caregiving, transportation, and
disability rights. What many people do not realize is that all of these issues are deeply connected to politics.
This article is not about supporting one political party over another. It is about understanding how political
decisions directly affect the lives of millions of disabled Americans every day. For years, I told myself that
disability and politics were separate issues.
I was wrong.

The older I get, the more I realize that almost every challenge I face as an adult person with a disability is
connected to a political decision made somewhere by someone I will probably never meet.
When people hear the word “politics,” they often think about elections, campaign ads, and arguments on
social media.  I think about something very different.
     I think about whether my caregiver services will continue.
     I think about whether paratransit will have enough funding to operate.
     I think about whether Medicaid will cover the equipment I need.
     I think about whether people with disabilities will have access to affordable housing, employment
opportunities, and healthcare.
Those are political issues.

As someone with Cerebral Palsy, I rely on supports that allow me to live independently in my community. I
use a power wheelchair. I depend on caregivers. I use specialized transportation services. I receive benefits
that help cover essential needs.   None of those programs appeared by accident. They exist because people
fought for them.

(Reprinted With Permission from the Author)



TThe disability rights movement gave us laws like the ADA. Advocates fought for accessible
buses, curb cuts, wheelchair ramps, and equal access to public spaces. These changes
happened because disabled people demanded to be heard.

Yet many of us still hesitate to become involved in political discussions.
Sometimes we are tired.
Sometimes we are overwhelmed.
Sometimes we feel our voices do not matter.
But history tells a different story.
Every major disability right that exists today came from people speaking up.

The right to enter a public building.
The right to attend school.
The right to work.
The right to live in the community instead of an institution.

None of these victories happened because politicians suddenly decided to do the right thing.
They happened because disabled people and their allies demanded change.
That lesson is still important today.
When lawmakers discuss Medicaid funding, disability services, transportation budgets, or
healthcare programs, they are not debating abstract numbers on a spreadsheet.
They are debating real lives.
They are debating whether someone can hire a caregiver.
They are debating whether someone can afford medication.
They are debating whether someone can travel to work or a doctor’s appointment.
For many disabled Americans, politics is not a hobby.
It is survival.

That does not mean every disabled person must belong to the same political party. We
come from different backgrounds, cultures, religions, and beliefs.
But regardless of our political differences, we share one common reality.
The decisions made in government offices have consequences in our homes.
If we remain silent, others will make those decisions for us.
If we speak up, organize, vote, write, and advocate, we have a chance to shape the future.
The disability community has never gained rights by sitting quietly on the sidelines.
And we will not protect those rights by remaining silent today.

Disability is political, whether we like it or not.
The question is whether we are willing to be part of the conversation.

— Daniel E. Carvajal  Publisher, Disability & Justice

Disability is Political
(Continued)



Summer is off to an exciting start at Camp2Can,
where children and young adults with autism and
other developmental disabilities are enjoying a
season filled with creativity, friendship, and
unforgettable experiences. Each week brings a
new theme, giving campers opportunities to
explore their imaginations while building
confidence and connecting with peers in a fun,
supportive, and inclusive environment.

Our adventure began with "Dragons and
Kingdoms" week, where campers unleashed their
creativity by designing dragon-themed crafts,
creating colorful shields and castles, and working
together to build their own unique kingdoms.
Through cooperative games and imaginative
storytelling, campers practiced teamwork,
communication, and problem-solving while
having plenty of fun.

The excitement continued during "Music Mania"
week, where campers discovered the joy of
rhythm, movement, and self-expression. From
creating musical crafts and participating in
interactive games to singing, dancing, and
exploring different instruments, the week
celebrated the many ways music can bring
people together and encourage creativity.

Summer Fun
Camp2Can Update

by Reyleigh Morrow, Co-Leader
While the weekly themes provide endless
entertainment, Camp2Can is about so much
more than crafts and activities. Every day offers
opportunities for campers to develop social skills,
build meaningful friendships, increase
independence, and celebrate personal
accomplishments. Whether trying a new activity,
making a new friend, or simply gaining the
confidence to step outside their comfort zone,
each success is a reminder of the incredible
potential within every camper.

Our dedicated staff and volunteers are inspired
each day by the enthusiasm, resilience, and joy
our campers bring to camp. We are grateful to the
families who entrust us with their loved ones and
look forward to many more weeks of laughter,
learning, and lasting memories as another
incredible Camp2Can summer continues.



Each year, thousands of Floridians with
disabilities, family members, caregivers, self-
advocates, professionals, and community
partners come together for one of the state's
most impactful disability events, the Annual
Family Café. Held June 12–14, 2026, in Orlando,
the 28th Annual Family Café once again
provided a welcoming space for education,
collaboration, and empowerment through
hundreds of breakout sessions, an expansive
resource exhibit hall, and opportunities to
connect with disability leaders from across
Florida.

The Family Café continues to be the largest
statewide cross-disability conference in the
nation, offering valuable information on
topics including healthcare, education,
employment, assistive technology, self-
advocacy, emergency preparedness,
Medicaid, and community living. Beyond the
educational sessions, the conference creates
a unique opportunity for families to build
lasting relationships, share experiences, and
discover resources that can make a
meaningful difference in their daily lives.

28  Annual Family Cafeth

by Nicole Grabner

This year's event also came at an important
time as Florida's disability community
continues to navigate changes in healthcare
policy, Medicaid services, education, and
disability rights. Many attendees participated
in discussions about current legislative issues,
innovative community programs, and
strategies for strengthening advocacy efforts
throughout the state.

Whether attending for the first time or
returning year after year, participants left
inspired by the resilience, leadership, and
passion of Florida's disability community. The
Family Café reminds us that when families,
self-advocates, professionals, and
policymakers come together, we create
stronger communities and a more inclusive
Florida for everyone.

Mark your calendars now for the 29th Annual
Family Café, which will be held June 18–20,
2027, at the Hyatt Regency Orlando. We hope
to see you there!

To see recordings from this year’s conference, please click here: 
                                                                       https://familycafe.net/videos/



This week, families from our disability
community had the opportunity to
participate in an exceptional voter education
event hosted by the Brevard County
Supervisor of Elections. More than just a
presentation, the event provided a hands-on
experience that empowered individuals with
disabilities to learn about the voting process
in an accessible, welcoming, and engaging
environment.

Participants toured the elections warehouse
and had the opportunity to see both standard
voting equipment and accessible voting
machines designed to ensure every eligible
voter can cast their ballot independently and
privately. Elections staff demonstrated the
available accommodations, answered
questions about voter registration and voting
requirements, and explained the many
resources available to assist voters with
disabilities before and on Election Day.

One of the most memorable moments came
when the Supervisor of Elections shared a
local story about an election that was decided
by just one vote; a powerful reminder that
every voice truly matters. For many families, it
reinforced that participating in our
democracy is not only a right but also an
opportunity to help shape the future of our
communities.

Disability and Voting
by Nicole Grabner

We commend the Brevard County Supervisor
of Elections and the dedicated staff for their
commitment to accessibility and inclusion. By
opening their doors and engaging directly
with the disability community, they
demonstrated that voter education can be
proactive, interactive, and meaningful.

We hope this event serves as a model for
Supervisor of Elections offices across Florida.
Building partnerships with disability
organizations, offering demonstrations of
accessible voting equipment, and creating
opportunities for open dialogue can help
ensure that every voter, regardless of ability,
feels informed, confident, and welcomed at
the polls. Together, we can strengthen civic
participation and ensure that every voice has
the opportunity to be heard.

For more information about voting in Brevard County, please see: 
                                                                     https://www.votebrevard.gov/



Recent data from the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) shows the pre-enrollment numbers
in Brevard County rose from 514 to 520 as of 26 June 2026. The Legislature reported that the current
waitlist number is 15,450, down 835 from the last reporting at the end of May. The Legislature has
allocated $10 million to help move more families off the waitlist.

During the last statewide meeting, the recent DOJ opinion letter that was published about HCBS
(home and community-based services), concerns were raised regarding Florida state’s
interpretation of the memo. The Director indicated that APD’s General Counsel would be at the next
statewide meeting (in July) to answer questions. It was also suggested that representatives from
AHCA (Agency for Health Care Administration) and DCF (Department of Children and Families)
attend the next statewide meeting as well.

To register for the next Area 7 meeting, please click here:
https://meet.goto.com/FCCFlorida/area-7-family-care-council-meeting

To apply for services, please click the following link (the application is online):

https://applynow.apd.myflorida.com/

To see the newly launched “Roadmap to Family Resources,” click here:

https://apd.myflorida.com/resources.htm

To see APD’s newly launched Crisis Review Guide, click here:

https://apd.myflorida.com/services/crisisguide.htm

Family Care Council Updates
by Nicole Grabner

Current pre-enrollment numbers:

To see the full report published on 26 June: 
https://apd.myflorida.com/publications/reports/docs/Preenrollment%20Website%20Reporting%
2020260626.pdf



As we approach the 250  Anniversary of our nation and the 36  anniversary of the signing of the
Americans with Disabilities Act, we asked families with children and adults with disabilities what

“disability history awareness” meant to them, and these were their answers:

th th

Family Corner
Celebrating Disability Awareness

That our children and all people with
disabilities are heard and should be treated
with respect and humanity, like any human
we know, it is truly civil rights and should be
learned about in every government class
how families and individuals fought so hard
to get where we are even today...even if we
are not where we should be.
 - Alexis

Response from my 11-year-old grandson when asked
this question: “Making people aware of disabilities some
people have (or have had) by informing others in
different ways like telling and showing them that they
may look or do things differently, but they’re still good
people and they have abilities, too; they’re not defined
by their disability”. 
=Miriam

Every culture and community has a
history. So for me, history is
essential to being part of the
community and understanding the
culture. Events like the Capitol
Crawl are also a source of identity
and pride.
-Mary

For our family, disability history awareness is about
recognizing that many disabilities are invisible. People
often notice a wheelchair, white cane, or physical
difference, but they may not see the child struggling
with dyslexia, autism, ADHD, sensory challenges, low
vision, anxiety, or the long-term effects of childhood
cancer treatment. Because those disabilities aren't
always obvious, families are often left fighting to prove
that support is needed.
-Amanda

*Image from ABC News.



Monthly Art Submission

This month’s submission is from Remington. He
used oil on canvas.



Bill Buzz
By: Nicole Grabner, Director, One Voice

Brevard

Florida's state budget is now law following the
Governor’s approval, bringing an end to months of
legislative negotiations. While the final budget
provides funding for many critical disability
programs, several notable vetoes affecting
healthcare, community services, and disability
initiatives serve as a reminder that advocacy remains
essential to ensuring the needs of individuals with
disabilities continue to be prioritized.

Among the vetoes were appropriations for certain
local healthcare and behavioral health projects,
specialized transportation and community access
initiatives, and several regional programs that serve
individuals with disabilities and their families. As
advocates review the final budget, it is clear that while
important investments were made, there is still work
to be done to ensure every Floridian with a disability
has access to the services and supports they need to
thrive.

     Budget Concerns:

      Approximately $150M previously appropriated
APD funds was reverted back to the states General
Revenue fund. 

      Approximately $8.5M in veteos for disability
services and supports

     Approximately $40M previously appropriated
AHCA (Agency for Health Care Administration)
funds was reverted back to states General
Revenue fund.

You can check for updated information on either
the Florida House or Florida Senate websites.

 You can also check back on our website,
https://onevoicecoalitionflorida.org/advocacy,
for updated information.

*To find who your State Legislators are, please see the Florida House and Florida Senate websites.



Bill Buzz, Part 2
By: Nicole Grabner, Director, One Voice

Brevard

We still need help making phone calls, sending emails and sending letters to ask that the State of Florida, withdraw
from it’s lawsuit, Texas vs. Kennedy.

*To sign our Change.org petition, please click here: 
https://www.change.org/p/ask-the-state-of-florida-to-withdraw-from-504-lawsuit



Bill Buzz, Part 3
By: Nicole Grabner, Director, One Voice

Brevard

We could use some help sending calls and emails to your Congressional Representative as well as our two State
Senators, Rick Scott and Ashley Moody, in opposition to H.R. 8736.

Dear Congressman/woman/Senator [Name],
I am writing as a constituent and family member of an individual with a disability to
express my opposition to the Restoration of Employment Choice for Adults with
Disabilities Act (H.R. 8736).

While the bill is presented as expanding employment choice, I am concerned that it would
weaken important protections designed to help young adults with disabilities pursue
competitive, integrated employment. Specifically, the legislation would lower the age at
which individuals can enter subminimum wage employment from 24 to 18, reducing
opportunities for transition services, vocational rehabilitation, career counseling, and
other supports intended to help individuals achieve meaningful employment in their
communities.

For decades, disability advocates, self-advocates, families, employers, and policymakers
have worked to increase access to competitive integrated employment and move away
from outdated systems that segregate individuals with disabilities and pay wages below
the federal minimum wage. Young adults with disabilities deserve the same opportunities
to explore careers, develop skills, and earn fair wages as their peers.

As a family member, I want my loved one and all individuals with disabilities to be valued
for their abilities and provided opportunities to reach their full potential.

We should invest in employment supports, job coaching, transportation, and workforce
development programs that help individuals succeed in integrated settings, rather than
expanding pathways to subminimum-wage employment. Florida has made significant
investments in employment initiatives through the Agency for Persons with Disabilities
and Vocational Rehabilitation, and I believe federal policy should reinforce these efforts
rather than undermine them.

I respectfully urge you to oppose H.R. 8736 and support policies that promote fair wages,
community inclusion, and competitive integrated employment for people with
disabilities.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[City, State]



Bill Buzz, Part 4
By: Nicole Grabner, Director, One Voice

Brevard
In response to the recent opinion letter published by the Department of Justice regarding home and community-
based services, we could use your help making calls (and emails) to your Congressman/woman.

The Honorable [Representative's Name]
 United States House of Representatives
 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman/Congresswoman [Last Name],

I am writing as the parent, family member, caregiver, or self-advocate of a person with a disability to express my
concern regarding the recent U.S. Department of Justice opinion addressing the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), the Olmstead decision, and home- and community-based services (HCBS).

Like many families, our goal is simple: we want our loved one to have the opportunity to live safely, with dignity, and
as independently as possible in their community. Home- and community-based services make that possible by
providing supports such as personal care, employment services, transportation, respite, therapies, and other
assistance that help individuals remain in their homes rather than unnecessary institutional settings.  For more than
25 years, the Supreme Court's Olmstead decision has affirmed that people with disabilities should receive services in
the most integrated setting appropriate to their needs. While the recent DOJ opinion does not change the law, it
raises concerns about how these important civil rights protections may be interpreted and enforced in the future.

Community living should never be viewed as an optional benefit that states may choose to provide when
convenient. It is the means by which millions of Americans with disabilities exercise the same freedoms that others
often take for granted—the freedom to choose where they live, pursue employment, build relationships, and
participate fully in community life.

For families like mine, these supports are not a luxury. They help prevent unnecessary institutionalization, reduce
caregiver burnout, and allow people with disabilities to contribute to their communities. When families receive the
right supports, individuals are more likely to work, volunteer, attend school, and live fulfilling lives.  Unfortunately,
many states, including Florida, continue to have long waiting lists for home- and community-based services. Families
often wait years for assistance while doing everything they can to keep their loved ones safe at home. Weakening the
commitment to community integration sends the wrong message at a time when many families are already struggling
to access the services they need.

I respectfully ask you to continue supporting the principles established by the ADA and Olmstead by protecting
federal funding for home- and community-based services, strengthening community supports, and ensuring that
people with disabilities have the opportunity to live, work, and thrive in their communities.  Please continue to
support policies that recognize community living as a fundamental civil right and protect the dignity, independence,
and inclusion of people with disabilities.

Thank you for your service and for considering the concerns of families like mine. I appreciate your leadership and
respectfully ask for your continued support of policies that strengthen, not weaken, the rights of people with
disabilities.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[City, State]

*For more information, please check:  https://dredf.org/we-belong-in-the-community-not-in-institutions/



OVCFL 2026 Legislative Platform



Brevard Autism Coalition; https://brevardautismcoalition.com/
Angels Bridging Gaps; https://angelsbridginggaps.org/
The Parker Foundation; https://www.theparkerfoundation.com/
S.O.A.K.; https://www.soakautism.com/
Down Syndrome Association of Brevard; https://www.dsabrevard.org/
UCF CARD; https://ucf-card.org/
Florida Developmental Disabilities Council; https://www.fddc.org/
Project 10; https://project10.info/
Vocational Rehabilitation; https://www.rehabworks.org/contact/area3.html
FLAPSE; https://apse.org/chapter/florida/
The Arc of Space Coast; https://www.arcofsc.org/
Promise in Brevard; https://promiseinbrevard.com/
Brevard Resource Center for Disability Solutions; https://rcdsfl.org/
The Family Cafe; https://familycafe.net
Family Liason Project; https://familyliasonproject.com
Early Steps Space Coast; https://spacecoastes.org
Family Care Council Area 7; https://fccflorida.org/area-7-fcc.html
Bright Feats magazine
Brevard C.A.R.E.S. Mobil Response Team 24/hour line (321) 213-0315
Feeding Florida (food bank information) https://www.feedingflorida.org/
Everything Brevard (resource website)
https://www.everythingbrevard.com/blog/guide-space-coast-food-pantries

Resources and Contact Information

For more information or questions, please see our Facebook page.
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 Community Playdate for children 5 and under, sponsored by Early Steps.  Held every 4  Thursday of the month.  July’s event is Thursday, 23 July, from
9 - 10:30 a.m.  at the Children’s Center, 5650 Washington Avenue, Titusville.  RSVP required.  See flyer for additional details.

th

Early Steps Breakfast Support Group, the first and third Fridays of the month.  On 3 July from 10:00 - 11:30  at Cracker Barrel, 1117 Palm Bay Road, Palm
Bay and on 17 July from 9:30 - 11:00 at My Island Smokehouse, 4885 US 1, Cocoa.  See flyer.

Down Syndrome Association of Brevard presents two Music Therapy classes.  Class 1 is open to ages 11 and over on Wednesdays, from 5:00 p.m. to
6:00 p.m.  (closed group).  Class 2 is open to ages 0-10 (open to siblings) on Thursdays, from 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.  For more information, go to
https://dsabrevard.org/events/

One Voice Brevard presents:  “Disability and Voting in 2026” Zoom on Thursday, 2 July at 6:30 p.m.  Learn about voting in the Florida midterm
elections.  See flyer for registration information.

UCF CARD presents “Breathe and Be: A Mindfulness Skill Lab” on the 1  Monday of every month from 6:30 - 7:30 via Zoom.  July’s event will be on
Monday, July 6 .  Registration required via Eventbrite.  See Flyer.

st

th

Bright Path Education offers Home Education Co-Op for ages 5-12.  Opened in January.  See flyer for additional information. 

Art classes and workshops provided by Arts For All Studio, weekdays and evenings.  Pre-registration is required.  See flyer for additional details.

Early Steps sponsors a free Community Play Date for children under 5 every fourth Wednesday of the month from 9-10:30 at the Children’s Center,
5650 S. Washington Avenue, Titusville.  This month’s play date will be on July 22 .   Spaces are limited.  RSVP to Mary:  321-292-1370.  See flyer for more
info. 

nd

Early Steps also sponsors a free play group at various locations and times throughout the month.  See flyer or contact Mary at 321-292-1370 for more
information.

Presented by The Parker Foundation, “Hey Mama! Mom’s Retreat” for those raising children with autism and special needs.  Wednesday, July 8 , at
6:30 p.m., Kiwi Racquet and Fitness Club, 30 Tradewinds Dr, Indian Harbor Beach.  Free registration  via Eventbrite.  See flyer for details.

th

From UCF CARD, “Caregiver of Adults and Soon-To Be Adults”.  Free monthly resources and discussion group for parents of adults and late teens on
the autism spectrum.  Wednesdays from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. via Zoom.  See QR Code on flyer to  register.

UCF CARD and PALS co-sponsor the monthly Brevard Community Connect, at the Field of Dreams, 3053 Fell Rd West, Melbourne.  June’s event will
be Friday, July 31  from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  RSVP is required.  Scan QR code on flyerst.

UCF CARD presents Adults With ASD Forum via Zoom on the firstThursday of every month from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. and the 3  Thursday of every
month from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  June’s events are on July 2  and July 16 .  Registration required. See flyer.

rd

nd th

Join the NAMI Neurodivergent Support Group on-line meeting held every 4  Thursday of the month. July’s meeting will be held on the 23  of July at
11:00.  Scan QR Code of flyer to register.

th rd

The Parker Foundation presents Speak Through the Arts, Summer Session II beginning Wednesday July 15  from 5:30 - 7:00 pm at the Kiwi Racket and
Fitness Club, 30 Tradewinds Drive, Indian Harbor Beach, Fl. Registration through Eventbrite.

th

Saturday, July 26 ,  is the 45  Anniversary of the Americans With Disabilities Act, th th

Save the Date:  Brevard Autism Coalition along with One Voice Coalition Florida presents the 13  Annual Brevard Uncorked Wine Gala on Friday,
November 6 , from 6-10 p.m. at the Hotel Melby.  Watch this space for more information.

th

th

Save the Date:   Brevard Autism Coalition presents Camp2Can 2026.  Camp dates are  July 6-10,  July 13-17, and July 20-24. See flyer for registration
information.

Save the Date:  One Voice Helping Hands Conference, Saturday, August 29 , Melbourne Auditorium, 625 Hibiscus Blvd, Melbourne.  Watch this space
for more information.

th

Save the Date:  Community Partnership for Kids presents the second annual Teddy Bear Picnic in the Park on Saturday, October the 10 .  Watch this
space for more information.

th

MON TUE WED THU FRI SATJuly Events
American’s With Disabilities Act Anniversary
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