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One fall seasonal image that remains
in my mind is of walking overgrown
logging trails in the north-woods of
Wisconsin following a brace of setters.
In my mind’s eye I can easily get to
specific locations and relive the sight of
falling leaves, the smell of damp ground
and the sound of bells mixed with the
dogs’ running over rustled leaves. It is
an easy and frequent trip for me.

You could go to any ‘up-north’
tavern during the grouse season and
overhear hunting conversations that
ultimately turn to the dogs. For most,
having a good hunting dog is the goal
and it is a good goal. Having ‘that’
companion — a teammate that will share
family and hunting time seems just right.
It really is one of the finest partnerships
in life. For some, it goes to a different
level. Itis a way of life and a committed
pursuit of bird dog excellence. This is
displayed at no greater level than in the
Cover Dog field trial circuit.

Cover Dog Trials are the venue
where the best wild bird dogs display
their abilities in a competitive event of
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finding wild birds. Trials take place

in grouse and woodcock cover on

predetermined courses. Trials consist of
local and state events all the way to The

Grand National Grouse and Woodcock

Invitational and The Grand National

Grouse Championship.

Competing dogs are entered in one
of three categories: Puppy, Derby or All
Age.

* Puppiesare 1 Y2 yearsofageand younger

and are judged on style, athleticism,
and overall class. Bird finding or bird
work is not a requirement at this level.
Derby dogs are 1 Y years old to 3
years old. While many of the same
puppy requirements remain for Derby
Dogs, the ability to find birds and hold
steady to flush is a determining factor
in placing.
For All-Age dogs, any age dog can
compete however the dog must be
completely broke. This means being
steady, on point, through flush and
shot. A dog to win in this category
must demonstrate all the attributes of
a finished dog.

For every age group the dogs run
in a two-dog brace. Puppy braces last
between 20 & 30 minutes, derby dog
braces are 30 minutes and for All-Age
dogs the brace lasts for 1 hour. The
people involved for each trial remains
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TIIP DOG SERIES — PONDEROSA MAC

By Brad Peterson, Setter Ridge Gun Dogs

consistent with handlers and judges for
cach dog, scouts to help locate dogs
believed to be on point and a gallery
of spectators following on the course.
Cover Dog Trials, in this hunter’s
opinion, is the ultimate in wild bird trials.
There is no question that the pcople
involved have a staunch

and The Grand National Grouse and
Woodcock  Invitational. In 2017
Mac was Runner Up al the Grand
National Grouse Cha ship, in
2018 he was named Champion of the
Grand National Grouse & Woodcock
Invitational. Again in 2018, Mac was
named Ch at the Grand National

and grit to better the sport and the dogs
that they compete. It is a commitment
and grit T have come to truly appreciate.

There is not a better dog that
embodies the Cover Dog commitment
to excellence than an English Setter
named Ponderosa Mac. Mac has
accomplished what no other Cover
Dog has and maybe never will do
again.  Ponderosa Mac has been
named Champion or Runner Up in
four National Championships: The
Grand National Grouse Championship

G Collar Clinic*

Grouse Championship and followed
that win up with a 2019 RU at the
Grand National Grouse and Woodcock
Invitational. Mac has also logged a RU
title at the 2015 Michigan Woodcock
Championship and Champion titles
at the 2017 Michigan Woodcock
Championship as well in 2018 at the
Wisconsin Cover Dog Championship.
Mac was also named winner of the
prestigious Michael A. Seminatore
Award for the 2017-2018 season.
Every winning athlete is part of
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a strong and committed team and
Ponderosa Mac has a good one. Mac was
whelped and raised at Pioneer Kennels
in Clare, M. www.pioneerkennels.
com Scott and Tammy Chaffee are the
owners of Pioneer Kennels, notably
one of the top Cover Dog training and
handling kennels in North America.
Scott turned professional in 1985. In his
tenure Scott has earned the top honors of
his profession 3 times — The Cover Dog
Handler of The Year. Scott & Tammy
run a first-class operation.

Ponderosa Mac is owned by Steve
Snyder of Ellendale, MN. Scott credits
Steve’s support and commitment to
getting the most out of Mac’s God-given
abilities. Both the owner and handler
need to believe in the potential of a dog.
Mac’s accomplishment certainly proves
the commitment of this team.

Great dogs do not ‘just happen’. In
addition to committed ownership and
dedicated campaigning, you can review
the breeding of this top dog. In Mac’s
case you can investigate his pedigree to
see how history, in his case, impacted
his future. Ponderosa’s Mac’s sire is
CH Jetwood. Jetwood is also owned by
Steve Snyder. Scott Chaffee sees several
similarities that flowed from Jetwood to
Mac which includes tremendous bird
finding ability, prey drive that lasts
beyond a 1-hour long brace and the
ability to consistently perform without
making mistakes. Mac’s mother is
CH Cooper Mountain Pepsi, a very
fine bird dog herself with many of the
same attributes that Jetwood carried. On
Mac’s sires’ side, his pedigree boasts 4

deep with Ch or RU
Champlon: including CH Jetwood, CH
Jetsetter, RU High Definition and CH
See Johnny Run.

Top dogs are not only known for
their own accomplishments.  They
are often better known for what their
offspring accomplishes. Jetwood, Mac’s
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sire, is well known as a strong producer
of fine bird dogs. Mac is following in
his father footsteps with a stat line of
18/18/58.  Defined that means Mac
has 18 wins and 18 of his offspring has
logged 58 wins.

Therefore hunters, looking fora great
hunting dog, should take a long-hard
look at the pedigree and performance of
the parents of a litter in consideration.
Trials are proving grounds. By selecting a
future hunting partner with generational
accomplishments gives you the best
chance of getting a great hunting dog.

It is exceptionally hard to win a
National Championship. The odds of a
dog winning or placing in four National
Championships is astronomical. It has
happened once in the Cover Dog world
and Ponderosa Mac is the one that did it.
Tam happy to report that we will see Mac
in the grouse woods again this season. |
would not be surprised if he adds another
title or two to his already storied record.

Fall is right around the corner.
It will not be long now until we are
visiting our favorite coverts again. Ican
imagine a similar scene in the past where
there will be numbers of upland hunters
gathering at one of those ‘up north’
taverns after a successful day afield after
a crisp October day. Conversations will
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be about grouse numbers and woodcock
flushes. There will be the reliving of
great shots as well as bad misses. But
ultimately the conversation will turn to
dogs and someone, sooner or later, will
say, ‘hey, have you heard about that
Ponderosa Mac dog....? Mac is worthy
of the conversation.

Rentals Available for Contractors & Homeowners
Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rates
Minimal Delivery Fee

&7 Bohcat

<

AL L MIATLIOD N

& Bobcat.

73112

Wlth OVer 10 weII stocke

ngakes~mlle .of ey
hikingtrails; berry pickin g,ushroom huntlng, swnmmlng
b showeLhouse ¥Shootin " angel (au )|




