
Sunday School Lesson — October 11, 
2026 • God Meets Us Before We Can See 
the Way 
Word in Rhythm™​
Annual Theme: God’s Unchanging Hand​
Quarterly Theme: The Hand That Establishes​
Week 6: Judges — God Meets Us​
Focal Scripture: Judges 13:1–7, 24–25, KJV​
Lesson Emphasis: God Provides Leaders Called to Specific Tasks 

Memory Verse — Judges 13:5, KJV 

“For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head: 
for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to 
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.” 

Aim for Change: By the end of the lesson, we will RECOUNT the details of Samson’s birth and 
calling, EMPATHIZE with the emotions Samson probably experienced regarding lifestyle 
restrictions imposed on him by others, and REFLECT on ways unforeseen circumstances 
prepare people for leadership roles today. 

Lesson Thesis: God meets us within circumstances we did not choose, calls us to serve His 
purposes, and invites us to respond with obedient dependence. 

There are times when life places us inside a story we did not write. Responsibilities arrive 
without asking whether we feel ready. Family circumstances shape us before we can 
understand them. Limitations become part of our daily experience, and we wonder what faithful 
living can look like within them. 

Judges 13 opens with circumstances neither Samson nor his mother could simply rearrange. 
Israel has again done evil in the LORD’s sight and lives under Philistine domination. Manoah’s 
wife is barren. The passage places the nation’s need beside a household’s inability—and then 
announces that God is at work. 

The angel of the LORD appears to the woman. She has not presented a leadership proposal. 
She has not demonstrated that she can produce a deliverer. God comes to her with a promise 
that reaches beyond what she can accomplish. 
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This is where grace steadies us. God’s work does not begin only after we have resolved our 
limitations. He can meet us while the need remains, while the questions remain, and while the 
way forward is hidden from our sight. 

Yet we must hear the promise faithfully. This particular announcement does not guarantee that 
every person facing infertility will receive the same outcome. It reveals God’s initiative in this 
household and His provision for Israel. We receive its witness to His character without turning 
someone else’s calling into a promise God has not personally made to us. 

The messenger acknowledges the woman’s condition and announces that she will bear a son. 
Her present circumstances are real, but they do not exhaust what God knows about her future. 
The child will be consecrated to God from the womb, and he will begin Israel’s deliverance from 
the Philistines. Bible Gateway 

Before Samson has strength, he has an assignment. Before he can decide how he wants to 
live, his life carries a claim upon it. 

That can unsettle us. We often prefer to imagine calling as something that fits comfortably 
around our existing desires. Here, calling brings instructions. Samson’s mother must observe 
particular restrictions, and no razor is to touch his head. His life is to bear the marks of 
belonging to God. 

The restrictions have meaning because of the relationship: he is consecrated unto God. If we 
focus only on what he cannot do, we miss the One to whom he belongs. 

Something similar happens in our discipleship. Obedience can feel burdensome when we see 
only the desire we must surrender. But as love for Christ deepens, we begin to understand why 
our choices matter. Our time, speech, appetites, relationships, and gifts become places where 
belonging to Him takes visible form. 

We should also be honest about the lesson’s invitation to empathize with Samson. Judges 13 
does not tell us how he felt about his restrictions. We can imagine the difficulty of living under an 
assignment received before birth, but we must distinguish our reflection from the text’s actual 
testimony. His later story will reveal choices that conflict with his consecration. This opening 
chapter gives us the calling against which those choices must be understood. 

His mother responds by carrying the message to her husband. Her participation matters. The 
future deliverer’s preparation begins through someone else’s faithful response. 

There is encouragement here for those whose service happens away from public attention. A 
child’s formation, a household’s prayer, a caregiver’s patience, a teacher’s consistency—these 
may become part of work whose reach they cannot yet see. We should not measure the value 
of obedience only by how visible it becomes. 
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Then the passage moves from announcement to fulfillment. The woman bears a son, names 
him Samson, and the child grows under the LORD’s blessing. The Spirit of the LORD begins to 
stir him. 

God’s promise unfolds through time. Birth is followed by growth. The announced assignment is 
followed by the Spirit’s activity. We are allowed to notice those stages. Preparation is part of the 
story. 

Some of us become discouraged because we have received responsibility before we feel fully 
formed for it. Others are impatient because we sense purpose but cannot yet see its expression. 
This passage invites us to attend to the growth God is cultivating now. Receive instruction. 
Practice obedience. Remain teachable. Let today’s faithfulness prepare you for tomorrow’s 
responsibility. 

And hear the modest scope of Samson’s assignment: he will begin to deliver Israel. He is 
entrusted with a portion of a larger work. Faithfulness does not require him to become the entire 
answer. 

That word can release us from an exhausting burden. We may begin a ministry, restore a 
relationship as far as our own obedience permits, teach a child, or plant truth that others will 
continue nurturing. We can serve wholeheartedly without claiming ownership of every outcome. 

Still, Samson’s calling does not make him our final model. His later failures remind us that 
remarkable gifting and mature character are different matters. We need more than the ability to 
do impressive things. We need hearts increasingly yielded to God. 

Our eyes therefore turn to Jesus Christ. Samson begins a work of deliverance; Jesus 
accomplishes redemption through His obedient life, sacrificial death, and resurrection. Samson’s 
story shows us the need for a deliverer whose faithfulness does not fail. In Jesus, we meet that 
Savior. 

The response this lesson seeks is therefore more than admiration for Samson’s beginning. It is 
renewed surrender to Christ. 

Bring Him the circumstances you did not choose. Ask Him for wisdom about the responsibility 
before you. Receive His correction where your desires resist His word. Trust His grace where 
you feel inadequate. The Lord who calls us to serve also teaches us to depend upon Him. 

This week’s posture: Lord, meet me within my circumstances, and make my response 
faithful to You. 

Prayer 

Father, thank You for meeting us before we understand the way forward. Give us wisdom to 
recognize the responsibilities You have entrusted to us and humility to receive Your instruction. 
Heal the places where painful circumstances have left us fearful or resistant. Through Jesus 
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Christ, form our character alongside our gifts, and teach us to serve through the strength You 
provide. Make us faithful to our portion of Your work. Amen. 

Reflection Questions 

1.​ Biblical Understanding: What does the angel announce about Samson’s birth, 
consecration, and assignment, and how do verses 24–25 show the beginning of 
fulfillment? 

2.​ Theological Insight: What does God’s initiative toward this household reveal about His 
mercy and His provision for His people? 

3.​ Community Reflection: How can families and churches help people grow into 
responsibility while honoring their dignity and need for patient formation? 

4.​ Personal Application: What circumstance I did not choose now requires a faithful 
response from me? 

5.​ Spiritual Formation: Where do I need greater surrender so that my character grows 
alongside my ability to serve? 

Cathedral Notes 
Foundation 

God meets us within circumstances we did not choose, calls us to serve His purposes, and 
invites us to respond with obedient dependence. 

Pillars 

●​ God Meets Us in Circumstances We Cannot Resolve — Judges 13:1–3. Israel’s 
oppression and the woman’s barrenness establish needs beyond this household’s power 
to overcome. God initiates the encounter and announces His provision. 

●​ God’s Calling Gives Consecration Its Meaning — Judges 13:4–5. The restrictions 
surrounding Samson’s beginning express his belonging to God and the particular service 
entrusted to him. 

●​ Faithful Preparation Includes the Obedience of Others — Judges 13:6–7. Samson’s 
mother receives and communicates God’s word, showing how another person’s 
formation can begin through our faithful stewardship. 

●​ God’s Promise Unfolds Through Growth and His Spirit’s Activity — Judges 
13:24–25. The promised child is born, grows under God’s blessing, and begins to 
experience the Spirit’s stirring. 

●​ Our Assignment Is a Portion of God’s Larger Work — Judges 13:5. Samson is 
appointed to begin deliverance, teaching us to serve fully within the scope God entrusts 
to us. 

Roof 
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Faithful leadership grows through receiving God’s word, honoring His claim upon our lives, and 
depending upon His Spirit. Samson’s beginning invites us to surrender our circumstances and 
gifts to God; his larger story directs our hope toward Jesus Christ, the faithful Savior whose 
redemption answers our deepest need. 

Expanded Exegesis 
1. Historical Setting 

Samson’s narrative occupies Judges 13–16. It begins with renewed covenant unfaithfulness and 
forty years of Philistine oppression. This opening establishes the national need that Samson’s 
calling addresses. 

The forty years describe the period of oppression; the verse does not say that all forty years had 
elapsed before his birth. Unlike several earlier deliverance accounts, this opening records no cry 
for help from Israel. God nevertheless initiates provision. Bible Gateway 

2. Prophet 

No named human prophet delivers the announcement in this passage. The messenger is the 
angel of the LORD. 

Samson is presented as a deliverer and judge, not as a preaching prophet. The Spirit’s activity 
in his life should not lead us to assign him a prophetic office the narrative does not name. 

3. King 

Israel has no reigning Israelite king in this setting. The events belong to the period before the 
monarchy, a condition highlighted in Judges 17:6 and 21:25. 

The Philistines have rulers, later described as their “lords” in Judges 16:5. Judges 13 does not 
identify a particular Philistine king. 

4. Concurrent Prophets 

Judges 13 identifies no concurrent preaching prophet. Eli and Samuel belong to the broader 
transition from the judges to the monarchy, but this chapter does not synchronize their lives with 
Samson’s birth. 

For teaching purposes, the accurate answer is: no concurrent prophet is named in this 
passage; precise overlap requires a separate chronological argument. We should not 
present a reconstructed timeline as something the chapter explicitly states. 

5. Literary Context 
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The selected verses join the announcement in verses 1–7 to its initial fulfillment in verses 
24–25. The intervening passage, Judges 13:8–23, develops the parents’ response: Manoah 
asks for guidance, the instructions are reaffirmed, and the couple recognizes the extraordinary 
nature of the encounter. 

Reading the whole chapter also reveals the mother’s spiritual discernment. When Manoah fears 
death after the encounter, she reasons from God’s acceptance of their offering and His promise 
concerning their future. 

6. Cultural Background 

Numbers 6:1–21 describes Nazirite consecration, including abstention from products of the vine, 
uncut hair, and avoidance of corpse defilement. Its provisions allow for a voluntary vow with a 
defined completion. 

Samson’s consecration is distinctive: it is announced before birth and described as lifelong. 
Instructions also apply to his mother during pregnancy. Judges 13 emphasizes his uncut hair 
and her dietary restrictions rather than repeating every provision of Numbers 6. Bible Gateway 

A Nazirite is a person consecrated under this arrangement; a Nazarene is someone associated 
with Nazareth. The terms should not be confused. 

7. Passage Movement 

The passage progresses from national bondage, to a household encounter, to a promised 
and consecrated child, to birth, blessing, and the Spirit’s stirring. 

The repeated beginning is significant: Samson will begin deliverance, and the Spirit begins 
stirring him. The chapter establishes preparation and promise while leaving the work ahead 
unresolved. 

8. Theological Significance 

God’s initiative precedes Samson’s achievements. His calling is neither earned by demonstrated 
strength nor generated by his parents’ resources. 

Consecration establishes belonging and responsibility. It does not guarantee that every later 
choice will express that belonging faithfully. Read alongside Samson’s subsequent life, the 
chapter helps us distinguish divine gifting from consistent obedience. 

The account concerns a specific appointment. Its application is not that every believer has 
Samson’s kind of extraordinary birth announcement, but that God’s people should receive His 
word and steward their lives in dependence upon Him. 

9. Christological Connection 
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Samson belongs to the biblical pattern of divinely provided deliverers. His announced birth and 
saving assignment invite comparison with the birth announcements surrounding Jesus, 
especially Matthew 1:20–21. 

The comparison also exposes a crucial difference. Samson is a flawed servant whose work 
begins deliverance from a particular oppressor. Jesus saves His people from their sins and 
fulfills His mission in faithful obedience. 

Some Christian interpreters understand the angel of the LORD here as an appearance of the 
preincarnate Christ. The chapter does not explicitly name the messenger as Jesus, so that 
identification should be presented as an interpretation, not an uncontested statement of the text. 

10. Kingdom Insights 

Belonging precedes usefulness. Samson is consecrated to God before his strength becomes 
publicly evident. This challenges the habit of valuing people chiefly for what they can produce. 

Household faithfulness can serve a communal purpose. The instructions given to one 
woman concern deliverance for a people. Private obedience can have consequences beyond 
the immediate household. 

Empowerment calls for dependence. The Spirit’s stirring identifies God as the source of 
Samson’s capacity. Later, Judges 16:20 will expose the danger of assuming that past ability 
guarantees present strength. 

Beginning is a legitimate assignment. Scripture gives us language for faithful participation 
without ownership of the whole result. Compare Paul’s distinction between planting, watering, 
and God giving growth in 1 Corinthians 3:5–9. 

11. Word Study 

Nazarite/Nazirite: The term concerns consecration or separation. The defining direction is “unto 
God”: the restrictions express dedication to Him. 

“Begin”: This word limits the announced scope of Samson’s deliverance. It cautions us against 
making him the final resolution of Israel’s struggle. 

“Move him”: In verse 25, the expression describes the Spirit beginning to stir or impel Samson. 
It marks the onset of divine activity preparing him for his role; it does not describe fully 
developed spiritual maturity. 

12. Abiding and Leadership Application 

The passage encourages us to receive instruction before demanding an opportunity to display 
strength. A useful leadership question is: Am I becoming faithful with what God has already 
made clear? 
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For Christians, this preparation takes place through abiding in Christ. John 15:4–5 locates 
lasting fruit in dependence upon Him. Gifts can attract attention quickly; character develops 
through repeated surrender, obedience, correction, and love. 

Today’s Takeaway: God can meet us within circumstances we did not choose and form us for 
faithful service as we receive His word and depend upon Him. 
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