Cadence of Grace — October 12-18, 2026
e The Hands That Make His Care Visible

Annual Theme: God’s Unchanging Hand
Quarterly Theme: The Hand That Establishes
Week 7: God Our Provider

Lesson Scripture: Ruth 2:8-18, KJV

“The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of
Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.” — Ruth 2:12, KJV

Ruth goes into the field because there is a need at home. She and Naomi cannot eat a memory
of better days. They cannot live on what their husbands once provided. Their losses have
changed their circumstances, and Ruth takes the next step available to her: she asks to glean.

Before Ruth arrives, God’s law has already made room for someone like her. Israel’s
landowners were instructed to leave portions of the harvest for the poor and the stranger
(Leviticus 19:9-10). Provision was built into the way God commanded His people to handle
what they possessed. The edge of a field could become a place where someone in need
encountered His care.

That makes this story a searching word for us. Some of what we call “mine” has been entrusted
to us with our neighbor in view.

Boaz welcomes Ruth into that provision. He tells her where to stay, assures her of protection,
and gives her access to water. He speaks to her with a kindness she can feel. At mealtime, he
brings her close enough to share the table. Later, he tells his workers to leave grain deliberately
for her to gather.

His prayer in verse 12 asks God to reward Ruth. His actions throughout the passage show his
willingness to participate in the care for which he prays.

We may become part of God’s answer to a prayer we have spoken for someone else.

“Lord, provide for them” can lead us to share what we have. “Lord, protect them” can move us to
address mistreatment. “Lord, comfort them” can teach us to speak gently and remain present.
Prayer opens our lives to God, including the resources, influence, and opportunities He has
placed within our reach.

Boaz does more than make food available. He considers the conditions under which Ruth must
receive it. A vulnerable woman needs safety. A foreigner needs welcome. A grieving person
needs kindness. Someone working to survive needs an opportunity to labor without humiliation.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%202%3A8-18&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2019%3A9-10&version=KJV

The manner of our giving belongs to the gift. We can meet a need while making someone feel
small, or we can offer help in a way that honors the person receiving it. Boaz’s generosity
makes room for Ruth’s work and preserves her dignity.

Ruth, in turn, carries provision home. She brings Naomi the barley she has gathered and the
food she saved from her meal. The kindness she receives becomes kindness another person
experiences. Grace moves through the field, reaches the table, and enters a grieving
household.

We will see another movement of provision later in the chronological readings. When a
multitude needs food, Jesus tells His disciples, “Give ye them to eat” (Luke 9:13). Their
resources are insufficient, but His compassion draws them into His work. They place what they
have before Him, and He gives them bread to distribute.

This does not mean every act of generosity will produce a miraculous increase. It does mean
that our limitations belong in the presence of Christ. We can acknowledge what we lack while
remaining available to what He calls us to do.

Then, in John 6:35, Jesus declares, “| am the bread of life.” The One who feeds the hungry
reveals Himself as the source of eternal life. Our deepest dependence rests in Him. As we abide
in His love, He forms people whose hands become increasingly available for His purposes.

Some of us begin this week needing to receive. Let Ruth teach us that receiving help need not
erase faithfulness, responsibility, or dignity. We can acknowledge a need without treating it as a
verdict on our worth.

Some of us begin this week with something to share. Let Boaz teach us to notice the person,
consider the circumstances, and make our kindness practical. Our field may be a household, a
workplace, a ministry, or an ordinary relationship. Within it, someone may need room to breathe
and a reason to hope.

Lord, settle my heart beneath Your wings, and make my hands available for Your care.

We begin this week trusting the Provider and listening for how His love will shape our response.
There is room beneath His wings for the person who needs help. There is work for the person
whose hands can offer it. And there is grace for each of us as we learn to occupy both places.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%209%3A10-17&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A35&version=KJV
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