
 

PETITION TO INCREASE FEDERAL FUNDING FOR CHILDHOOD CANCER RESEARCH 
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husband and I had big dreams and plans for our daughter. She had shown a keen 

interest in pictures of skyscrapers and beautiful buildings, which made us believe 

she was uniquely talented. She was the source of our joy, and we kept each other 

happy. All changed when our daughter was diagnosed with brain cancer. The 

treatment process was harrowing, and I do not wish the same to happen to other 

parents hence my humble appeal.  

       

          

         

    

   

Simple research from the National Cancer Institute on statistical data about 

childhood cancer paints a gruesome picture of how childhood cancer is the 

leading cause of death by disease past infancy among children in the United 

States. It has been formally estimated in 2022 that over 15,600 children will be 

diagnosed with childhood cancer, and 1,780 will die of the disease in the United 

States. Further, brain cancers are the second most common form of childhood 

cancer, accounting for over 20% of all cases. 

Our young daughter started having challenges with hand and legs movements, 

which resulted in a lack of body balance and worsening hand-eye coordination. 
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My daughter also showed signs of poor eyesight since the brain cancer affected 

the optic pathway.  

The devastating experience as a parent was watching Jocelyn’s health and 

persona gradually dissociate during the two years she underwent treatment. 

Watching her transform from a bubbly and energetic girl to a malnourished, 

miserable, sad dying three-year-old was agonizing.   

   

        

        

         

 

Besides dysfunctionalities amongst parents, parents also experience 

psychological symptoms, such as anxiety and depression, since they may be 

exacerbated by work, financial difficulties, poor social support, and most parents 

have to assimilate a large amount of information about their child's illness. Sadly, 

these parents walk around with the constant traumatizing fear and concern over 

their child's long-term survival. 

Such undesirable and overwhelming experiences suffered by children with brain 

cancer and their parents can be significantly reduced if the federal government 

increases funding meant for childhood cancer research. Currently, the U.S federal 

government funding towards cancer research stands at a meager 4%. This 
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