COMMUNITY NEWS

Realty firm, Nicholas Center collect food, diapers

. A local real estate brokerage
and a non-profit organization
dedicated to supporting autistic
adults teamed up to collect more
"kthan 200 bags of food and dia-
Pers for families in need during
aweek-long drive marking World
fHunger Day.

E The partnership be-
ftween Daniel Gale Sotheby’s
International Realty and The
Nlcholas Center ran from May
27 to June 3. The drive utilized
online donations alongside in-
person collection boxes at Daniel
Gale Sotheby’s offices in Port
Washington, Manhasset, and
Wheatley Plaza. :

The initiative offered a dual
benefit to the community by ad-
dressing local food insecurity
while providing critical voca-
tional training for Autistic young
adults.

Participants from The
Nicholas Center managed the
logistics of the drive, sort-
ing, packaging, and deliver-
ing the goods to local pantries.
The items were distributed to
eight food pantries across Port
Washington and Manhasset
through “The Nicholas Center
Provides” pantry program.
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Participants from The Nicholas Center and agents from Daniel Gale Sotheby’s Internatlonal Realty collaborate on a local
food drive in recognition of World Hunger Day 2026.

Lee Anne Vetrone, director
of development at The Nicholas
Center, noted that the campaign
gave donations twice the impact.

“Donations had _twice the
impact: helping families in
our community who face food
insecurity while  providing

meaningful, hands-on vocational
training for Autistic adults,”
Vetrone said. She added that
Autistic adults face an 85%

- vocational

unemployment and community
disengagement  rate after
completing their school years.
Shadi Arzanipour, manager
of Daniel Gale Sotheby’s

| International Realty in Port

Washington, praised the joint
effort and the dedication of the
participants.

“Seeing the participants from
The Nicholas Center help collect,
organize, and distribute these
donations not only benefits those
inneed but also provides valuable
' opportunities that
foster independence and
growth,” Arzanipour said.

Founded in 2011, The Nicholas
Center designs programs and
employment opportunities to
help Autistic adults live and
work productively in their
communities.  Daniel  Gale
Sotheby’s International Realty,
founded in 1922, serves real
estate clients across Long Island,
Queens, and Brooklyn.

While the World Hunger Day
drive has concluded, the Nicholas
Center  accepts  donations
for its pantry program year-
round. Community members
can contribute through the
organization’s Amazon registry
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