
When my son was diagnosed 19 years ago, there was nothing I wanted more than the assurance for 
his safety and a life filled with happiness and purpose. Being told that he would have a lifelong 
disability was a very painful experience; and one which I was never taught how to endure. Autism can 
be very isolating, as our loved one may behave in ways that make others very uncomfortable. Parents 
often choose to elect out of  social settings and even notice invitations to events become less and less. 
Nevertheless, families move forward to learn new things, make different connections, and lay the 
groundwork for their child’s future life. More often than not, parents like myself  will go through this 
very complicated journey alone; never asking for help and doing much of  the work on their own. 
Thankfully, with your support, this no longer has to be the case.

Nicholas Center was created to lessen the weight on the hearts and minds of  parents; and be a 
safety-net for young adults with autism who have no place to turn, when mandated school programs 
end. Our services are available fifty-two weeks a year and come at no cost to families. In this report, 
you will read about the extraordinary opportunities being afforded despite being heavily reliant on 
public dollars. Some of  these activities include playing in a rock band, starting a community 
newspaper, helping our veterans, volunteering in food pantries and animal shelters, beautifying our 
storefronts and shorelines, and so much more. Most importantly, our participants have developed 
meaningful friendships. They socialize with one another way past our operating hours. A few have 
become housemates and live independent from their families. Many are working and most are fully 
integrated into community life. Unfortunately, as our public funding becomes more limited and 
restricted, so do our resources to maintain our services. This is why private funding received through 
donors and grants are so critical to the quality of  service we can provide.

Will you please support our efforts in helping individuals with autism and their families? I wouldn’t 
normally ask; but the work that is becoming accomplished is simply too important not to. My son 
Adem turned 21 last year and he is leading a safe, happy, and fulfilling life. I couldn’t have asked for a 
better outcome, and it’s all because of  supporters like you. Please come in for a tour so you can see all 
of  the incredible work being accomplished, and meet the many people whose lives you have touched. 
Enjoy reading about some of  our accomplishments, as they are yours to celebrate! We look forward 
to another great year!

Nicholas Center’s partnership with Spectrum Designs Foundation 
is built on shared values and principles. 

Through this partnership, Spectrum Designs shares with Nicholas Center the 
profits from their special events and collaborative fundraising.

Medicaid / OPWDD $742K
School District Contracts $595K
Fundraising, Donations and Grants $80K
Private and other Service fees $79K

Medicaid / OPWDD $1.4M
School District Contracts $626K
Fundraising, Donations and Grants $203K
Private and other Service fees $121K

Program, Staff & Benefits $878K
Management & General $303K
Program / Facilities / Utilities / Insurance $214K
Program Supplies & Training $25K

Program, Staff & Benefits $1.4M
Management & General $249K
Program / Facilities / Utilities / Insurance $210K
Program Supplies & Training $33K

Dear Friends and Supporters,

A Letter From The
Executive Director

Regards,
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A monthly Newsletter filled with bits of
information that brings the whole
community together! Our individuals
learn journalism, research, copy,
editing and design. They distribute
the publication throughout
the community. www.navigatornews.org
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