VISUAL (GRAPHO-PHONIC ERRORS)

METHODS FOR TEACHING 

BASE WORDS AND SUFFIXES
Some children hear a word as a “chunk” and do not make a connection between a word with an added part and the root word. For example, some children may write LAFT for “laughed.” This is entirely appropriate for a young child and shows that he is sequencing sounds correctly. However, if this spelling persists in an older child, it may reveal that he is having difficulty forming a picture of a  word in his head (sight word: laugh) and that he is not connecting the word “laughed” to the word “laugh” with a suffix added. Additionally, some children may not perceive the smaller chunk (familiar word) when reading a word that has an added suffix. 
Whenever a student becomes stuck when reading a word with a suffix, ask, “Can you see the base word inside the word? What is it? Now say it with the suffix.”

Whenever a student’s writing reveals this to be a problem, always begin by saying the word. Then ask the child to repeat the word. Next ask, “What is the root word?” Once the child is able to state the root word, ask, “Does the word have a suffix?” “What is it?” “How do we spell /t/ when we use it as a suffix?”

Refer to the Fundations list of skills to determine which lessons teach specific suffixes. Review these lessons with the student. Be sure the student is WRITING words with suffixes and READING words with suffixes as he works on the skill. Articulate the skill to the child and be sure that he is able to state that he is working on SUFFIXES.  Each time he makes an error with a SUFFIX in his reading or writing, stop and ask him what he is leaving out or missing. Cue him to provide the correct response. Provide affirmation whenever he spells or reads a word with a SUFFIX correctly.   

