VISUAL (GRAPHO-PHONIC ERRORS)

METHODS FOR TEACHING 
SIGHT WORDS
Some people have difficulty forming and retaining a picture of a word in their head. These students can sometimes be recognized by the tendency to lift their heads up and down when copying words and sentences from the board since the string of letters do not form an automatic chain in the memory. When working with these students, think of strategies to use that emphasize VISUAL characteristics of words. Shape, color, size—anything that intentionally directs the student to what a word LOOKS LIKE can be effective. Remember, encoding and decoding are reciprocal processes and therefore should be taught together. In other words, vary the modality so that you are teaching the child to WRITE the word and READ the word. Here are some ideas to get you started.

1. COLOR CODING

If a child mis-spells or cannot read a sight word, take his incorrectly spelled word and re-write it, color coding the letters that have been missed. For example, if a child spells the word “does” as DOSE, write the “d” and “o” in regular ink and write the “e” and “s” in another color (does.).  Then direct the child’s attention to the word and talk about what you have color-coded. For example, “DOES is a funny word, isn’t it? Look at the two letters I have written in color. What are the two letters? Yes, the E comes in the middle of the word. Take a look at it for a minute. What comes AFTER the E? Yes, the S. Usually, words don’t have the E in the middle like that. Close your eyes and think about DOES. Try to make a picture of it. Can you see the E right there in the middle? That’s funny, isn’t it? It seems like that E is trying to hide, squeezed right there in the middle of the word. Can you try and write it for me? 
Write each color-coded word on an index card and place on a ring. Have the child read the words on his ring to a classmate each day. Then have the classmate dictate the words and have the child write them on a paper.

2.  SHAPE

Another way to direct a child’s attention to the correct spelling or reading of a word is to draw boxes around the letters. This is particularly effective if the child is missing a letter which changes the “look” of the word. For example, if the word is “talk” and the child writes “TOK,” color-code the “a” and write the word as:

t a l k 

Then talk with the child about the shape of the word. For example, “Some words have letters in them that you don’t even hear. That’s funny, isn’t it? Take a look at this word. What letter is silent? That’s right, the L. As you look at the word, you can picture it with a tall letter in the front, a short letter in the middle, and two long letters at the end. Trace it with your finger. See how it has a long tail? It’s heavier at the end, isn’t it? Those two tall letters give it a big block at the end. Close your eyes and try to picture the word with the blocks around it. Where is the block the biggest? Can you see it in your head? Okay. Now open your eyes and write it.”

Place the words with boxes on them on a ring. Have the child read the words on his ring to a classmate each day. Then have the classmate dictate the words and have the child write them on a paper.

3.  Word Families
If the child mis-spells or mis-reads a word in a common family, you might ask him if he knows how to spell a similar word. For example, in #2 above, ask if he knows how to spell “walk.” If he is able to spell it correctly, show how the two words have the same patterns of letters. Write the word “walk” and the word “talk.” Hand the child a highlighter and ask him to highlight the letters that are the same. Then write the word “talk” on one side of an index card. On the back, write words in the same family. Highlight the “alk” in all words with a highlighter. 

Place the words with the highlighted sections on a ring. Have the child read the words on his ring to a classmate each day. Then have the classmate dictate the words and have the child write them on a paper.

4. Other media
For younger children, provide a small disposal aluminum tray that you can buy at the grocery store. Make colored sand by placing salt in a ziplock bag and shaking it up with a piece of colored chalk in the bag. Pour this into the tray and have the child trace the word, then “erase” it several times while saying the letters aloud. For example, T-A-L-K, Talk, T-A-L-K, talk. The child should follow this procedure daily for all words on his ring.

5. Spelling Lists

Add the words that the child is working on to his spelling list each week. If he mis-spells a word again in his writing, add it back on to the spelling list.

6.  Fundations Sight Word Procedure

Add sight words that the child mis-spells when you are doing the Trick Word activities for the Fundations lesson. Follow standard procedure, with the outstretched arm, visualizing the purple ink, etc.

6. Websites

While it is best to work directly from the student writing and teach to the error patterns, you may want to refer to the Dolch list to see which words the child should be able to read and write. The following website might be helpful: www.createdbyteachers.com/sightfreemain.html.
