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Shabbar 123b ~ »
x The William Davidson Talmud D AN
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Rabbi Hanina said: This mishna was taught in the days of
Nehemiah, son of Hacaliah, a period when many stringent decrees
were issued with regard to Shabbat prohibitions, as it is written: “In
those days I saw in Judea some treading winepresses on Shabbat and
bringing in heaps of grain and lading donkeys with them; as also wine,
grapes, figs, and all manner of burdens which are brought into
Jerusalem on the Shabbat day. I forewarned them on that day when
they sold food” (Nehemiah 13:15). Since the people treated the sanctity
of Shabbat with disdain, Nehemiah instituted many stringencies with
regard to all the halakhor of Shabbat in order to educate the people to -
observe Shabbat.



