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Go forth from the ark (Gen. 8:16).
Scripture says elsewhere in reference to this
verse: [ counsel thee: keep the kings
command, and that in regard of the oath of
God. Be not hasty to gg out of His presence
ﬁl}r One, blessed be

He, said to Israel: If a government imposes

(Eccles. 8:2-3). The

harsh decrees upon you, I adjure you not
to rebel against that government but rather
to keep the kings command. However, if the
government should decree that you must
violate the Torah and its commandments,
do not hearken unto it. Say to that
government: “1 will keep the king’s
command in whatever you desire, but with
regard to an oath to God, Scripture states:
Be not hasty to go out of His presence.” They
want you to violate the commandments so
that you will ultimately repudiate the Holy
One, blessed be He. Hence, it says: In
regard of the oath of God, be not hasty to go
[forth from His presence (ibid.).
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GEMARA: The Gemara asks, concerning
the mishna’s statement that one may take a
vow to tax collectors: But didn’t Shmuel
say: The law of the kingdom is the law,
i.e., there is a halakhic principle that Jews
must obey the laws of the state in which
they live? Since one must pay the tax
determined by the kingdom, how did the

Sages permit one to lie in order to avoid

paying?

Rav Hinnana said that Rav Kahana said
that Shmuel said: The mishna is referring
to a tax collector who has no fixed
amount for collection established by the
kingdom, but rather collects the tax
arbitrarily. Therefore, this case is not
included in the law of the kingdom. A
Sage of the school of Rabbi Yannai said:
The mishna is referring to a tax collector
who establishes himself as such
independently and was not appointed by

the kingdom.



