Executive Committee Superintendent Minutes
Monday, October 6, 2025
10:30-12:00pm
Administration Building

Present :Chrisann Newransky, Kristen Whitaker, Gina Kline, Donna Kraus, Tara Kelly, Ali Calame, Hana Noble,

Lauren Ryan,

Regrets: Stephanie Buttrill, Jennie Virzera, Joy Jankunas, Zeynep Vitale, Elizabeth Cenden, Elise Chamberlain, Yasmine
llya-Clark, Meredith Liddle

Agenda ltems

e Call to Order at 10:35am
e Recap of Spirit Week/Homecoming

o

O O O O

Dr. Sinha felt this Homecoming was the best yet, and pre-game/Trojan Town
activities kept children engaged

Expanding pre-game activities for next year to be re-assessed when construction
is done

Feedback was received to ensure volunteers are manning stations at all times
Group agreed to keep Elementary Posters displayed at entrance gates

PTA would like to have High School club participation for next year

Homecoming date is determined after football schedule received (late May, early
June) - needs to be Saturday home game and avoid SAT/ACT testing

Spirit Committee would like to determine theme early - March/April timeframe is
needed in order to allow proper time for t-shirt design

Group suggested going back to having a student design the Spirit Week t-shirt if
possible

GC News to hopefully use pictures from all floats etc. in this week’s PTA section
PTA to continue to encourage student involvement through viewing stations
(Homestead’s sign was given as an example of what worked well.)

e Digital Citizenship Film Screening of Screenagers & NoSo

o

o

Film Screening of Screenagers

m All Executive Committee members, Dr. Sinha and Dr. Bowman have been
given access to view documentary Screenagers Elementary School
Edition and Screenagers, Growing up in the Digital Age.

m PTA and school administration are looking to show the film as a parent
viewing event in October or November, and potentially a Digital
Citizenship classroom event for K-5 (and maybe 6). PTA President and
President-Elect to coordinate with Dr. Sinha to select the date for parent
viewing.

No Social Media November (NoSo) High School campaign

m High School will launch a campaign similar to Red Ribbon Week.
Statistics around the dangers of social media will be shared throughout
the month, and the week of Nov. 16th will be designated as a challenge to



encourage students to take a break from social media to promote mental
health.

o Ed Ramirez, Director of Athletics, Phys Ed & Health, plans to also incorporate
Digital Wellness into health classes using slides created by Lauren Maguire and
Technology team.

o Feedback on Bell to Bell No Cell law at the High School - School administration
reported that overall it's going smoothly, students are being responsible and staff
remind students if required. PTA asked that school remind students that the
cafeteria is a no phone zone.

o PTA and school administration will also host an event from 6:30-8pm on Oct.
22nd at Tap Room with consultant firm Design & Align. Session will focus on
Executive Functioning and Digital Wellness.

o School would like to use state grant money to purchase copies of Jonathan
Haidt's The Amazing Generation books for all Middle School grade level
students. Digital Citizenship chairs and Middle School Director to coordinate with
school for how to accomplish this.

Dyslexia Awareness Month
o Michelle Vivona, Director of PPS, sent info to principals to be shared with staff &
students - each day will include a fact about dyslexia
District Presentations for the All Schools PTA Meeting - Oct 15
o Report Card: Recent Changes & Future Improvements
m Dr. Bowman will present the report card changes made based on the
report card committee’s work last school year
m The report card committee/working group most likely plans to pause their
work for the remainder of this school year in order to focus on literacy

o Dyslexia - Diana Gonzalez will give a 10 minute presentation that will tie into the

NYS PTA proposed resolution
Grant updates
o Grants up for membership votes - These will be voted on at Stratford’'s PTA
meeting on Wed., 10/9
m  MS Unity Day Speaker (10/22) - $2,000
m Homestead & Hemlock Green Screens - $2,000
m MS Speaker, 6th gr book author (Unplugged), Gordon Korman - $6,500
o Pending - Dr. Bowman and PTA President to discuss separately next steps
required
m Innovative Learning Spaces & Partnership with SEPTA - $25,000,
itemizing for SEPTA
New Business

o PTA to brainstorm on how to improve attendance at after school events -
Freshman Bash attendance was 70/235. Suggestions discussed were to move
the start time later to accommodate sports schedules, and to move to 1
event/grade level

o Donna Kraus, HS Director, to follow up with Dana DiCapua and the Finance team
for the status of purchasing Quiet Pods for High School from 24-25 grant



e Adjourn at 11:15pm

Notes taken by Kristen Whitaker



