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1.  STEM 

 
Amazon provided a grant for AP Computer Science Principles this year. The grant allows GCHS to 
access a company called Edhesive that provides all the materials and training for the course. Mr. 
Izzo was required to do a summer training program and has access to a 24/7 live chat for any 
questions. Edhesive monitors the course and is happy with our progress. We are still waiting to see 
if Amazon will renew the grant but the course will run either way.   
 
In AP Computer Science Principles, the students are required to do 30 -45 minutes of homework 5 
times a week in addition to classroom work.   The first project, which accounts for 25% of the AP 
score, is due this month.  A second project worth 35% of the grade is due in April.  The final 
component for the AP is a multiple-choice test given during AP exam week. Students also have 
access to a help line 5 days a week. The course started with 62 students and has a current 
enrollment of 54.  
 
The major difference between AP Computer Science Principles and AP Computer Science A is that 
Principles is more theoretical. There are coding components but a coding language is not taught. 
Computer Science A is more of a (Java) coding class. Both classes can be taken at any time and 
neither is a prerequisite for the other. The hope is that Principles will add interest to Computer 
Science A since in the past interest has been low. Ideally both classes will run concurrently.   
 
Extra-curricular activities such as Girls Who Code and an e-sports team at this point have not had 
the interest needed to sustain them.  
 
2.  Family Connect Night   

 
The feedback so far from Family Connect Night has been positive. All teachers participated and 
there is another date added in the spring. 
 
3.  Progress Report/Quarter Grades   

 
The date listed in the school calendar is the date that the marking period ends. There is a lag 
between that date and when grades are released to give the teachers time to grade outstanding 
assignments from the quarter and input grades.   
 
The midterm schedule includes two days of exams only (one for Social Studies and one for 
Science). Other subjects may have midterms during normal class periods. Midterms have been 
shortened because the belief is that in some cases instructional time is a better spent covering 
new material than reviewing for midterms. 
 
4.  Updates:    

 
All teachers will be required to use Google Classroom next year. Teaching training is ongoing.   


