
A Look at the Evolving 
World of Study Abroad

Shannon Harrison
Director
Center for International Education



To d a y ’s  To p ics

• Why should a student travel?
• Types of international travel 

opportunities
• Finding the right program fit 

for your student
• Study abroad myths



W h y  sh o u ld  a  s t u d e n t  t r a v e l?

• Differentiate yourself
• Gain cultural competencies
o e.g. va lue  diversity, se lf-a ssessment, a da pta bility, cultura l 

knowledge, understa nd cultura l context
• Every fie ld ha s interna tiona l implica tions
• La ngua ge lea rning
• Independence
• Lea rn a ca demic discipline from a  new perspective
• Meet new people



• Enrolling in a degree program in 
another country

• Undergraduate and graduate 
options

• Things to consider:
• Expenses
• Goals post degree
• Local connections
• College “culture”
• Work ability

In t e r n a t io n a l De g r e e



Examples:
• High school t rips
• Excha nge  progra ms (AFS)
• Se rvice / Alte rna t ive  spring  bre a k
• Ga p Ye a r (no colle ge  c re d it)
• Non-c re d it  Inte rnships
• La ngua ge  study
• Summe r ca mps
• Post  Gra dua te  Options
o Pe a ce  Corps
o Fulbright
o Te a ching  Eng lish Abroa d
 Fulbright ETA
 JET

In t e r n a t io n a l Tr a v e l (n o  cr e d it )



• For-credit international study
• International credits transferred to a 

U.S. institution
• Examples:

• Semester study abroad
• Faculty - led study abroad
• Short - term study abroad

• Summer
• J- term

• For-credit internships
• Service - learning
• International research for credit
• Deferred admission abroad
• Gap Year (for credit)
o Ve rto Educ a tion

S t u d y  Ab r o a d  (e a r n  co lle g e  cr e d it )



Fin d in g  t h e  r ig h t  p r o g r a m  fit

GENERAL
• Know your student
• Wha t a re  the  student’s goa ls?
• When to go?
• Type of experience
• Credit or no credit?
• Fina nces
• Get a  pa ssport
• Housing
• Sa fety



Fin d in g  t h e  r ig h t  p r o g r a m  fit

STUDY ABROAD 
• Pla n ea rly
• How will it fit into the a ca demic pla n?
• Any specia l progra ms for fie ld of study?
• Fina nces- Is fina ncia l a id porta ble?
• Consider the “study a broa d culture” a t 
the U.S. institution
• Investiga te  the credit tra nsfer policy
• Progra m Forma t:
o Third pa rty providers (API, AIFS, USAC)
o Direct Excha nge
o Interna tiona l ca mpuses
o Direct enroll



S t u d y  Ab r o a d  My t h s

• “MY MAJOR ISN’T INTERNATIONAL, SO I 
CAN’T STUDY ABROAD.”

• “STUDY ABROAD IS TOO EXPENSIVE.”
• “I CAN’T STUDY ABROAD AS A 

FRESHMAN.”
• “YOU HAVE TO SPEAK A FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE.”
• “STUDY ABROAD IS JUST VACATION.”
• “I’LL BE ALL ALONE!”
• “I CAN’T FIT STUDY ABROAD INTO MY 

COURSE SCHEDULE.”



Th a n k  y o u

S h a n n o n  H a r r i s o n
s h a n n o n b h a r r i s o n @g m a i l . c o m
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