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September Meeting

Thursday, September 2
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
McKee 4H Building, 
The Ranch

Yes, we can meet together once again. However, if you 
are unable to attend the meeting in person (distance, 
timing, etc) or are uncomfortable being in a crowd, we 
will also attempt to bring this meeting to you by Zoom. 
Just let us know that you will need a Zoom invitation so 
you can attend. What is the September meeting?

Myth Busters

Fact or Fiction? 

Horses can't see color....

Fact or Fiction? 

Your horse can succeed in any discipline.

Myth? 
Mom, grandfather, riding teacher, horse trainer, and 
more -- all have heard some things about horses that 
have been around for generations. Sometimes it is hard 
to distinguish fact from falsehood, my th from truth. 
Here are some examples: 

• “Never walk behind a horse.” 
• “Horses only sleep standing up”
• “Horse colours and markings say much about a 

horse’s quality.”

You may not have heard of some of these, but they are 
out there, and many more. Some reflect the fact that 
someone has no knowledge of horses. Others may 
have some truth in them but are basically false. Others 
are just plain funny. 

Which are which? 
Myths Busted, or Verified, or Put 
Into Context
The September meeting of the Larimer County 
Horseman’s Association (LCHA) will feature a panel of 
“experts” who will talk about some of the myths and 
misconceptions we hear about horses. The panel 
includes a veterinarian and a horse trainer:

Joe Andrews -- horse trainer and 
barefoot horse trimmer

See “Panel” on page 2
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Panel

Dr Kay Gunkel -- veterinarian 
and competitive trail rider 

They will receive a “starter” list of possible myths to talk 
about, but may also bring others that they have heard or 
seen. They will state the myth and then tell why it is 
myth (or not) as well as what the truth is. 

You may also want to bring up some things you have 
heard and want verified or debunked.

Join us for an evening of fact and fun on September 2. 
We’ll see you there.

Eyes Open: 
Mark Your Calendar 

Yeah, yeah, yeah. Here are events for almost August, 
August, and a little beyond August.

Almost August

Hermit Park Ride
Almost in August, this ride occurs on July 31. Come 
experience the rush of being on the trail in Hermit Park. 

Rush? You bet. The park has miles of new trail (Limber 
Pine trail and connector trails to camping areas and 
other facilities), many beautiful views, and abundant 
wildlife. Who knows, you might even see one of the 
moose in the park.

See “Hermit” on page 2

Hermit

A Hermit Park view to amaze you.

One member of the family of moose in the park

If you can ride in this wonderland and not be amazed, 
you weren’t paying attention.

Saturday, July 31
Arrive at 10:00 AM
Ride at 10:30 AM
Walk, Trot/Gait

Your ride leader is Bonnie Robinson. Contact her at 
970-217-1113 to sign up for this ride. 

See “August” on page 3
Page 2
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August

August

Packing/Horse Camping Clinic
Have you ever wanted to go horse camping, but have 
only one horse and did not think you could camp with 
only one horse? Even if you have two horses, do you 
know a great way to pack for a camping trip? 

Charles (prefers Tony) Schock had one riding horse.He 
wanted to camp with that horse. So he developed a way 
to carry himself and his camping gear on his one horse. 
It’s different from other packers. It works well.
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The LCHA Board of Directors:

Officers
President, Bonnie Robinson,..........................970-217-1113
Vice President, Bonnie Templeton.................970-622-0982
Secretary, Pati Morel, ....................................970-488-0041
Treasurer, Tony Schock................................. '970-227-6320
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Chuck Morel, Member at Large.....................970-488-0045
Hugh Templeton, Emergency Evacuation......970-622-0982
Mark Schleicher, Member At Large ..............970-568-7997
Yvonne Elder, Member at Large ....................858-603-5232
Susan Kurzweil, Member at Large ................970-663-6738

If you have ideas, comments, or questions about LCHA, horses, 
the horse industry in Larimer County, or this newsletter, send 

them to the editor. 
Tony has made many one-horse camping trips using his 
method of packing.

Aha! But then he got a second riding horse. Did he 
change his packing method? Oh, No. Now he uses the 
same packing method to camp with two riding horses 
as he uses to go camping with only one riding horse. He 
uses no pack saddle. Instead, he uses regular riding 
saddles. He says that there is an advantage to this use 
of a regular saddle: When he unpacks the horse 
carrying the gear, he can use that horse for riding. If a 
friend has walked in behind him (after all, the friend 
does not need to carry a backpack) to the camp site, 
the friend can ride the second horse.

Would you like to learn a different way to pack? A way 
that is more economical and has greater versatility? 

Come to Tony Schock’s Packing and Horse Camping 
clinic.

Saturday, August 21
10 AM to Noon
Chuck and Pati Morel’s Arena

Directions to Morel’s Arena:

• Take Highway 14 East to Weld County Road 23. 
Turn Right onto CR 23.

• Follow CR 23 to Weld County Road 80. Turn left 
onto CR 80. 

• Follow CR 80 about 1 tenth of a mile to Rangeview 
Dr. Turn left onto Rangeview. 

• Someone will direct you to a parking area

What To Bring
Yourself
Water
Chair
Sun Protection (hat, sunscreen, etc)

Contact: Tony Schock at 970-493-3346 to let him know 
you are coming.

Have a great day. See you there. 

See “Beyond August” on page 4
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Beyond August

Beyond August

Ramsey-Shockey Open Space Ride
This spectacular open space includes 177 acres of 
ponderosa pine and mixed shrubs on moderately steep 
slopes with rocky, shallow soils and interesting rock 
outcrops. The property provides habitat and movement 
routes for many kinds of wildlife. If you walk quietly and 
keep a sharp eye out, you will most likely see signs of 
elk or deer. If you happen to watch the reservoir for a 
while, and if you are lucky, you may see the resident 
Osprey dive into the water and re-emerge with a fish in 
its talons. 

The 4 miles of trails have a natural surface, and allow 
hikers, bikers, and horseback riders to enjoy 
extraordinary vistas of the surrounding valley. Trail 
difficulty is easy to moderate. Some parts of the trail 
have rocks, so we recommend shoes or boots for your 
horse.

Details

Saturday, September 11
Arrive at 09:30 AM, Ready to ride at 10:00 AM
Walk/trot/gait
Contact Susan Kurzweil 970-7638

See “Notes” on page 4

Notes

Notes: 

The parking area at the trail head holds no more than 4 
trailers. We strongly encourage trailer pooling. If you 
have questions or need help finding someone to trailer 
with, talk to Susan when you call her to sign up.

If you do not have an annual pass for Larimer County 
Open Spaces/Parks, you will need a $9 Day Pass to 
park at the trail head. 

For directions to the parking pass kiosk and to the trail 
head, call Susan. 

Poker Ride

Hallelujah. We can have a big ride again. And the 
Poker Ride is the biggest ride of the year for us. 

Don’t you wish you had this hand?

It is LCHA’s fund raiser for the year.

It has several features that riders have loved in the past:

• It is Fun, Fun, Fun.
• It is in beautiful Lory State Park
• Well defined, well groomed trails
• Parking is easy
• We have lots of fun and laughs at lunch
• You receive five playing cards, making a poker hand 

that can win prizes
• Lots of prizes -- the prizes are worth more than the 

cost of entry

See “How It Works” on page 5
Page 4
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How It Works

So How Does This Poker Ride 
Work?
If you have never been on a Poker Ride, or if you have 
forgotten, here is how it works.

Drive to Lory State Park, pick up a pass for the day, and 
drive to the Eltuck Picnic Area (signs show where it is). 
Park your truck and trailer, unload your horse and tie it 
to the trailer, and walk to the registration table for the 
day. You can register online or at the registration table. 
Registration fee is $25 per rider. Even if you have 
registered online, you still need to walk to registration. 

At registration you will receive a scorecard. The 
scorecard has a line for your name, and an area across 
the bottom that shows each of the playing card suits. 
Taking your scorecard with you, tack your horse, and 
leave the starting area. You can ride with your friends, 
alone, or with any other group you want to ride for the 
day. Riders leave the starting area at 10:00 AM. 

Follow the trails around the park. At certain points on 
the trail, a dealer will have a deck of cards. When you 
reach a dealer, stop. The dealer will pull a card from the 
deck, show it to you, and then record the card on your 
scorecard. 

Continue on the trail until you have reached all five 
dealers. The cards the dealers have recorded on your 
scorecard constitute your poker hand. 

The trails lead you back to the starting point (Eltuck 
Picnic area). Hand your scorecard to the poker judge. 
When he has received all scorecards, this judge will 
decide who has the best poker hand and the worst 
poker hand. 

When you have completed your ride and handed in 
your scorecard, take care of your horse, and then come 
to the picnic benches to have lunch. You need to bring 
your own lunch. When all participants have had lunch, 
we will announce and hand out all prizes. You need to 
be present to receive your prize.

When prize awards are complete, you can ride again or 
go home. 

See “Attend” on page 5

Attend

Who Can Attend the Poker Ride?
The Poker Ride is open to all, so bring your family 
and friends, whether they are LCHA members or 
not.

Keep your eyes peeled. There is more information to 
come. Watch this newsletter for more details.

September 25
Rides start at 10:00 AM
Check in from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Contact Bonnie Robinson, 970-217-1113 to sign up in 
advance.

Draining the Trail

Yep. That is what we did, mostly.

Saturday, July 17, 2021, eight LCHA folks and one from 
Team BOB met at Soderberg trail head. With 
permission of the rangers, we parked our cars around 
the outside of the trailer parking area, and gathered at 
the Larimer County trail staff trucks., We signed in, 
listened to the tool safety talk given by Joel Schwab, 
Larimer County Trail Supervisor, and then we climbed 
into the trucks, and the staff drove us up Towers Road 
to the spot where we would begin our work.

Stout Trail
We walked a short distance to the intersection of Stout 
trail and Towers Road, and then turned right onto the 
trail. Four of our group went with staff member Forrest 
to tackle a special task (more on this later). The 
remaining five started our work on the trail, cleaning 
drainages -- outlets cut from the low side of the trail, like 
exits from an interstate highway that allow traffic to 
leave the flow of traffic. These drainages allow water to 
flow off the trail rather than flow down the trail tread and 
erode it. A pink flag marked each drainage that needed 
cleaning. 

See “Trail” on page 6
Page 5
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Trail

Note the pink flags along the side of the trail. Note: we 
were hiking down the trail when this picture was taken.

This drainage, like many others, is actually wider than 
the trail itself.

In heavy rain or snow melt, water carries debris into the 
drainages, clogging them, reducing the flow of water off 
the trail.

After cleaning a LOT of drainages, we reached the crew 
involved in the special task: installing steps on a steep 
part of the trail, and repairing drainages on it.

The steps. Notice the pink flags for drainages.

Lunch
It was getting hot. We were getting tired. At about 11:30 
we found some shade, sat down, and lunched. 

After lunch, we found out that we had very few 
drainages to clean (1 0r 2), and then we would reach 
the top of the trail. we decided to call it a day, and hiked 
back to the trucks. We rode down the mountain to the 
trail head, got in our cars, and headed home. 

It was a very productive day, and we have the 
satisfaction of knowing that we improved Stout trail. WE 
HAD A GOOD DAY.

See “Lunch Pictures” on page 7
Page 6
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Lunch Pictures

Top: Susan (left) and Kimber. Middle: Mark (left) and 
Wayne, Joy and Gary. Bottom: From top, Joel, Forrest, 
and Nick -- Larimer County trail staff who accompanied 
us for the day. Not shown: Chuck Morel (behind the 
camera), Mark Reinke (laying \down in some tall grass), 
and Hugh Templeton (the small blue spot at the top of 
the middle photo).

See “Sign Up” on page 7

Sign Up

Sign Up for Your Event

Please! Please! Please! Sign up for events in 
advance (especially events that involve riding):

• For any weekend ride, sign up by the end of 
Thursday before the ride.

• For any week day ride, sign up at least two days in 
advance.

• For some events, earlier sign-up may be required.

No matter how you do it, sign up

Why? 
If we need to cancel an event, your ride leader can get 
in touch with you to let you know before you drive to the 
location. You won’t use gasoline or time waiting for an 
event that isn’t going to happen. Also, your event leader 
needs to know if anyone is coming: If no one signs up, 
the leader may cancel or reschedule the event. And, if 
you have any special concerns or circumstances (for 
example, it is your horse’s first ride with a group), your 
leader can plan to deal with the situation in the best 
possible way. 

See “Limit” on page 8
Page 7
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Limit

What’s the Deal with “Limit”?
Wilderness areas, properties owned by the city of Fort 
Collins, and Red Mountain Open Space have a “12-
heartbeat rule”: a group cannot include more than 12 
heartbeats when using trails in these areas. When 
riding our horses, the rule limits our groups to 6 riders 
(plus 6 horses with hearts) to meet the 12-heartbeat 
rule. 

However, if we have significantly more than 6 riders 
who want to ride, we can split them into 2 or more 
groups, each group including 6 riders (1 ride leader plus 
5 others). The second group must leave the trail head 

20 to 25 minutes after the first so that they do not merge 
with the first group. 

When “Limit” is 4 horse trailers, it means that the 
parking space can hold only 4 horse trailers (tightly 
packed). However, we encourage “trailer pooling” if 
more than 4 people want to go on the ride. Actually, we 
encourage “trailer pooling” for any ride. The benefits are 
obvious.

Lunch?
For all rides except the Christmas Caroling on 
Horseback, bring your lunch (unless your ride leader 
tells you otherwise). You will have lunch somewhere on 
the trail.

Reminder: You must have a Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Habitat Stamp to participate in any ride on State 
Wildlife Area trails.

LCHA Educational Programs
LCHA offers a program meeting on the First Thursday 
of each month, except June, July, and. August. All 
members are invited, and the public is invited, to any 
program meeting. Until the Covid pandemic has ended, 
we meet by Zoom, since we cannot maintain social 
distancing in meetings in person, and we cannot use 
our usual meeting location, namely the McKee 4H 
Building at The Ranch. Before each educational 

meeting the LCHA newsletter, LCHA Roundup, will 
publish program details 

LCHA Board Of Directors 
Meetings
The Larimer County Horseman’s Association Board of 
Directors meets on the second Tuesday of every month, 
except December and the month in which we have the 
Annual Meeting. In 2021. The 2021Annual meeting is in 
October, and will take the place of the monthly Board of 
Directors meeting. All Board meetings are open to all 
LCHA members and to the public.

Events for 2021

Events Details Contact To Sign Up

Lory State Park Wednesday, April 21
Arrive at 10:30 AM
Ride at 11:00 AM 
Walk, Trot/Gait

Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113

Golden Gate State Park Saturday, May 22
Arrive at 10:30 AM
Ride at 11:00 AM
Walk, Trot/Gait

Susan Kurzweil
970-663-6738
Page 8
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Sundance Trail Guest 
Ranch

Saturday, May 29 
(Rain Date- May) 30
Arrive at 10:00 AM
Ride at 10:30 AM
Walk, Trot/Gait

Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113

Mount Margaret Saturday, June 12
Arrive at 10:00 AM
Ride at 10:30 AM
Walk, Trot/Gait

Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113

Ramsay-Shockey Open 
Space

NOTE: There is space for 4 trailers 
only. We encourage trailer pooling.

Saturday, June 19
Arrive at 9:30 AM
Ride at 10:00 AM
Walk Trot/Gait

Susan Kurzweil
970-663-6738

Lone Pine State Wildlife 
Area

Reminder: You must have a Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife Habitat Stamp to 
participate in any ride on State Wildlife 
Area trails.

Saturday, July 10
Arrive at 10:00 AM
Ride at 10:30 AM
Walk, Trot/Gait

Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113
Tony Schock
970-227-6320

Caribou Ranch Open 
Space

Friday, July 23
Arrive at 9:00 AM
Ride at 9:30 AM
Walk, Trot/Gait

Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113

Hermit Park Saturday, July 31
Arrive at 10:00 AM
Ride at 10:30 AM
Walk, Trot/Gait

Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113

Packing and Horse 
Camping Clinic

Saturday, August 21
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Chuck and Pati Morel‘s Arena

Tony Schock
970-227-6320

Program Meeting: Myth 
Busters

Thursday, September 2
7:00 to 9:00 PM
McKee 4H Building, The Ranch (in 
person) or Zoom (your choice)

Bonnie Templeton
970-622-0982

Events for 2021

Events Details Contact To Sign Up
Page 9
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Buy, Sell, List Your Service

The LCHA Roundup, this newsletter, contains a handy 
section called “Classified.”

The Classified section includes services that are 
offered; for example, riding lessons, horse training, 
saddle cleaning and care, and so on. 

It also lists horse related items that are for sale, or 
advises us of sales to begin. For example, one of our 
members made really nice rope halters and advertised 
them in the Classified section. Another member listed a 
sale of a group of horses. Even if you only want to find a 
good home for a horse, list it. If you are getting rid of 
extra items in your tack room, let us know.

Another use of the Classified section is wanted. Do you 
need extra hay, a recommendation for a good farrier or 
a vet in your area, or help with finding a really good trail 
that fits your style or is near your home. 

Resources
Larimer County Horseman’s Association (LCHA) has a 
wide diversity of members with a very wide diversity of 
skills, thoughts, and resources. You can tap into these 
resources with the Classified section of this newsletter. 
You can also meet other members, and strengthen the 
community of LCHA. 

Use our resources. Use our Classified section. It is Free 
to members.

Contact the editor at 970-622-0982 or 
hughtmpltn@gmail.com with your entry for the 
Classified section. 

Ramsey-Shockey Open 
Space

NOTE: There is space for 4 trailers 
only. We encourage trailer pooling.

Saturday, September 11
Arrive at 9:30 AM
Ride at 10:00 AM
Walk Trot/Gait

Susan Kurzweil
970-663-6738

Poker Ride
Lory State Park, Eltuck 
Picnic Area

Saturday, September 25
Registration opens at 9:00 AM
Rides start at 10:00 AM

Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113

Sylvan Dale Ride and 
Annual Meeting

Sylvan Dale Guest Ranch
Details TBA

Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113

LCHA Christmas Party

Location to be determined

Sunday, December 5
Time to be determined

Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113

Christmas Caroling on 
Horseback in
Berthoud

Day and Time to be determined Bonnie Robinson
970-217-1113

Events for 2021

Events Details Contact To Sign Up
Page 10
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Horsemanship/Symmetry, Balance, Moving with your 
Horse. Private lessons. Clinics on trail riding. Gaited horse. 
Cow working. Dressage. Ground work. Joe and Kim 
Andrews. 970-613-0121. www.mountainmagicranch.com

Leather Care Shop Leather repair and restoration. Saddle, 
tack cleaning and conditioning. Leather Artist; crafts, pictorial, 
and custom horse commissions. Joe and Kim Andrews 970-
613-0121 

Editor’s Note:
In the past, we have sometimes continued to publish 
classified information after an item is no longer useful; 
for example, an item for a trailer for sale ran two months 
after the trailer sold.

LCHA Roundup (this newsletter) will run “for sale” 
classified items for two months. If the owner of the item 
for sale wishes to extend the classified item, she/he 
must contact the editor and request an extension. 
Without an extension, LCHA Roundup will remove the 
item from the Classified section. This policy does not 
affect classified information for services offered. 

The Card Shop
Page 11
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The Card Shop
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Additional Pictures from Hermit Park

Photos of Ramsay-Shockey Open Space

The hermit’s cabin

Rock outcroppings along the trail
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