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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 419 

To all bargaining unit Employees of Chiovitti Banana Company

Dear Sister or Brother, 

On behalf of the Officers, Executive Board and the thousands of 
Union members of Teamsters Local Union 419, I welcome you; you are 
among over 1.5 million working men and women who are members 
of the Teamsters Union. 

Teamsters move forward together ... 

Your Union contract is your security. In addition to providing you 
with the best possible wages, benefits and working conditions in 
your industry, it enables you to have pride and dignity on the job 
and in yourself. 

Our organizing team works around-the-clock. If you have friends or family 
who want to join the Teamsters, tell them to get in touch with 
us. Everyone deserves a Union on their side. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions or concerns 
about the Union. Make sure you attend Union meetings; the Union 
is built on membership involvement. 

At Teamsters Local Union 419, you are family. 

Fraternally and Sincerely, 

Jason Sweet, President 
Teamsters Local 419 

"In Solidarity We Rise"
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“In Solidarity We Rise” 
 



 
 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
1,400,000 Members 

 
 

Teamsters Canada 
130,000 Members 

Teamsters Ontario 
Joint Council 52 
44,000 Members 

In nine (9) different local unions across 
the Province of Ontario 

Teamsters Historical Overview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Teamsters Canada 
 
In recognition of the special needs and aspirations of its Canadian membership, the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters created the Canadian Conference of Teamsters in 
1976. Our Conference is one of the five Area Conferences in the Teamsters union. 
 
 The Canadian Conference has a unique status as a national Conference in a 
sovereign country.  The Canadian Conference is now called Teamsters Canada. 
 
 Teamsters Canada is comprised of 45 Local Unions, representing 130,000 workers in 
all major industries. Our members work in all ten provinces and all three Northern 
Territories. 
 
 The objectives of Teamsters Canada are: To establish national policies which benefit 
our members; to coordinate Local Unions actions; to provide services including Research, 
education, Organizing, political action and Communications; and to represent Canadian 
Teamsters within our International Union. 
 
 Teamsters Canada is managed by an elected President and nine (9) Executive Board 
Members of elected Officers representing all regions of the country. 
 
 The Canadian Teamsters are united to build the future. The Canadian Executive 
Board  work together on behalf of the Canadian Membership, and they are committed to a 
team approach with the rest of the labour Movement in advancing the cause of all working 
men and women in Canada. 
 

Teamsters Canada is affiliated with the Canadian Labour Congress (CLC). 
 

  

Members in each Province: 
 
British Columbia – 30,000 
Alberta – 8,000 
Saskatchewan – 1,000 
Manitoba – 2,000 
Ontario – 44,000 
Quebec – 41,000 
Newfoundland – 1,000 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick – 
2,000 



Teamsters Canada 

 
TEAMSTERS CANADA SERVICES 

 

 
UNION SERVICES 

 
- Research 
- Governmental Affairs 
- Education 
- Communications  
- Recruiting 
- Out-of-work Benefits 
- Health and Safety 
- Human Services 

 

      
     -    Negotiation/Collective Bargaining 

- Grievance and Arbitration Procedure 
- Health and Welfare Program 
- Pension Plan Program 
- Job Security 
- Legal Assistance 
- Political Action 
- Governmental Representation 
- Workplace Safety and Insurance Board 

Advocacy 
- Human Relations 
- Education 
- Research 
- Members Scholarship 
- Health and Safety Program 
- Union Publication  
- Communications 
- Credit Card Program 
- Public Campaign 
- Charity Sponsorship 
- Retirees Program 
- Recruiting 
- Out-of-Work Benefits 
- Accounting System (TITAN) 

 
TRADE DIVISIONS 

 
- Brewery, soft Drink 
- Construction 
- Dairy and Bakery 
- Warehouse 
- Movie and Trade Union 
- Chemical and Energy 
- Printing and Newspaper 
- Industrial Trades 
- Courier 
- Freight and Cartage 
- Airline 
- Rail 
- Armoured Cars 
- Healthcare 

 
These divisions facilitate the broadcasting 
of information between local sections 
involved in the same industry.  It is an 
excellent platform to settle the problems 
which arise in their specific sectors 



WHAT DO YOU GET FOR YOUR UNION DUES? 
 

• Higher than average wages and benefits.  According to recent 
Government statistics, unionized workers make, on average, 38% more 
in wages and benefits that non-union workers in the same industries.  
This fact alone makes your union dues an outstanding investment in 
your future. 
 

• Job Security.  Your Union will not let you be fired or disciplined 
without just cause, and it is up to management to prove just cause.  
Every year the Union spends tens of thousands of dollars in grievance 
and arbitration expenses just to protect your rights.  If you are unjustly 
discharged, your Union will spare no expense in getting you back to 
work.  Does a non-union worker have that kind of security? 
 

• Grievance Procedure.  Even the smallest contract rights are vitally 
important to your Union.  Are non-bargaining unit people doing your 
work?  Were your bumping rights ignored?  Have you been unfairly 
disciplined for a very minor mistake?  The grievance procedure allows 
the Union to go to bat for you.  In a non-union workplace you have no 
rights except what management chooses to allow you.  Via the 
grievance procedure, workers have the rights to talk back if they feel 
they have been treated unfairly. 
 

• Problems with the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board or 
Employment Insurance.  The Union has the expertise to cut the red 
tape and represent you to Government agencies.  These services are 
free to you, should you ever need them.  Non-union workers are usually 
in the dark and left out in the cold with respect to these matters.  They 
can only turn to expensive lawyers for help. 
 

• Tax Deduction.  Each year when you fill out your income tax return, 
you deduct the amount you’ve paid in Union dues from your income.  
That means you pay less income tax. 
 
In short, dues pay for legal representation, educational programs, help 
worker’s compensation problems, strike benefits, the cost of offices and 
meeting halls, newsletters, and other resources, such as pay equity or 
health and safety expertise. 



WHO IS YOUR UNION STEWARD? 
 

Your Union Steward is an elected front-line representative of the 
Teamsters Union is your workplace.  It is his or her duty to give you advice 
on your rights and to represent you to management in the first stage of 
the grievance procedure. 

 
The responsibility of the Steward is to enforce the Collective Agreement.  

The means by the Collective Agreement is enforced is called the grievance 
procedure.  Without the Steward to enforce it, even the best Collective 
Agreement would only amount to a collection of well-chosen words – a 
worthless piece of paper. 

 
Bring any suspected violation of this agreement to the attention the 

Union Steward as soon as possible, because time limits may be important 
in winning your grievance.  A Union Steward cannot work miracles and 
solve your problem on the spot, but he or she will either give you an 
answer or find out the answer to your problem by contacting the Union 
Representative. 

 
Union Stewards are all volunteers.  They receive no pay for their 

important work and have a lot of responsibility.  Treat them with 
consideration, as you would any friend who tries to assist you. 

 
Never ask your Union Steward to look into a violation of your contract 

rights unless you are willing to file a grievance, if necessary.  Their time is 
as important as yours.  Your Steward can assist you in winning your rights 
under this Collective Agreement, but only if you are willing to see it 
through.  Management cannot deny anyone the right to file a grievance 
and has to accept the grievance as presented to them. 

 
Despite the trouble involved in the job, being a Union Steward can be a 

rewarding and educational experience.  If you are not afraid to ask that 
your legal contract rights be respected by management and if you also 
enjoy helping people, talk to your Union Representative.  You might make 
a good Union Steward. 

 
To most workers, a Union represents security in the workplace, dignity 

on the job and a means to a better life.  Therefore, enforcing the contract 
provisions through the grievance procedure is important because the rights 
and interest of the Union members are protected and guaranteed. 



Interviews or Investigations 
 

As a Teamster Member,  
You have rights on the job: Know Them - Use Them 

 
Union members have the right to representation by their Stewards or 
Union Officers during conversations with the supervisor which could 
potentially lead to discipline or termination.  If you believe the conversation 
is disciplinary in nature, follow these steps: 
 

1) Demand union representation: 
Ask for Union representation before the interview. 
 

2) Refuse to proceed without union representation: 
If management refuses to allow you representation, stay in the room, 
but let management know that the meeting should start only once your 
right to a Union Steward is respected. 

 

3) Union representation is a fundamental right: 
The right to a Union Steward is the Union’s right as well as yours.  Be 
sure to stand up for this very important right. 

 

What should you say: 
 

“If this discussion could in any way lead to my being disciplined or 
terminated, or affect my personal working conditions, I request that my 
Union Steward or Union Officer be present at this meeting.  Without 
representation, I choose not to answer any questions.” 
 

This is what your Steward can do for you: 
 

Union representatives when summoned to the interview will: 
 

• Be informed of the subject matter of the interview. 
 

• Hold a private pre-interview conference with the employee. 
 

• Speak during the interview. 
 

• Request clarification of questions. 
 

• Advise the employee on how to answer questions. 
 

• Provide additional information once the interview is over. 



OCCUPATIONAL 
HEALTH & SAFETY LAW



THE OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY ACT 
 

 Most work-related disabilities can be avoided if both management 
and workers live up to their responsibilities under Ontario’s Occupational 
Health and Safety Act.  Here is a quick guide to the Act.  For details, refer 
to the Act itself, which is found in the small green book which must be 
posted in every workplace. 
 
Employer’s Duties 
 
Among other things the employer must: 
 

• Provide information, instruction and training so that the employee 
can work in a safe manner. 

• Acquaint the worker with any workplace hazard. 
• Appoint a competent person as supervisor. 
• Co-operate with and assist the Health and Safety Committee and 

representative. 
• Take every precaution reasonable for the protection of the worker. 
 

Supervisor’s Duties 
 
The Supervisor must: 
 

• Ensure that the worker works in a safe manner and uses all the 
equipment, protective devices or clothing that is required. 

• Advise a worker of any potential or actual danger to health and 
safety. 

• Provide written safety instructions, where required. 
• Be familiar with the Act and Regulations. 

 
Workers’ Obligations 
 

• Use all safety equipment and wear all protective clothing required by 
the employer. 

• Report any potentially unsafe condition or defect in safety equipment 
to your Supervisor. 

• Obey the Health and Safety law and all regulations and report any 
violations of the law or regulations to your Supervisor. 

 



Workers may not: 
 

• Remove or turn off any safety device. 
• Use any equipment or work in a manner which may endanger 

yourself or another worker. 
• Engage in horseplay of any kind. 

 
The Right to Refuse Unsafe Work 
 
 If you encounter an unsafe condition at work, your first obligation is 
to report it to your Supervisor.  Once you have done that, you may refuse 
to work at a job or task where you have reason to believe that: 
 

• Any machine or equipment you are supposed to use is likely to 
endanger yourself or another worker, or 

 
• The condition of the workplace itself is hazardous. 

 
You must promptly notify your Supervisor of your refusal.  He must 

then investigate the matter in your presence and that of a Health and 
Safety Representative of the workers (normally the Steward or a member 
or the Health & Safety Committee).  If the Supervisor orders you back to 
work and you are still not satisfied that the job is safe, you may continue 
to refuse to work, provided you have reasonable grounds to believe the 
condition still constitutes a hazard. 

 
At this point, the Inspector from the Ministry of Labour must be 

called in.  While you are waiting for him, the Supervisor can request that 
someone else perform the job provided that he is informed that the job 
was refused and the reasons for the refusal.  This second worker also has 
the same right to refuse.  The refusing worker may be assigned reasonable 
alternative work, subject to the Collective Agreement. 

 
The decision of the Inspector is final.  Although his order may be 

appealed, you must return to the job if he so orders, pending the outcome 
of such appeal. 

 
HEALTH & SAFETY 

(Ministry of Labour) 
Toronto – 416-326-7770, Mississauga – 905-273-7800 

After hours – 1-800-268-6060 
 
 

Cope343/jq 
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Name:  
Address:  
Phone:  
Work Address:  
Work Phone:  
Union Steward:  
Phone:  

 

Teamsters Local Union No. 419 
1890 Meyerside Drive 
Mississauga, Ontario 

L5T 1B4 
 

Recording Secretary / Business Agent:  Ken Dean 
 

Office:  (905) 670-4190 x226 
 

    Fax:  (905) 670-4957 
 

Cell:  905-933-3178 
 

Email:  ken@teamsters419.ca 
 

www.teamsters419.ca 



Respect 
Is a

Teamster
Contract

Follow us on Social Media ...
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