
Welcome to the 
Shared Quarters National 

Maritime Workforce Conference 

June 5, 2018 June 6, 2018

Day One – June 5, 2018
San Jacinto College Maritime Campus

Breakfast Sponsored by:



WELCOME & 
CONGRESSIONAL REMARKS

Welcome
• Dr. Brenda Hellyer – Chancellor, San Jacinto 

College

Congressional Remarks
• Rep. Brian Babin (TX-36)
• Rep. Pete Olson (TX-22) 
• Rep. Gene Green (TX-29)



WELCOME & 
INTRODUCTIONS

American Association of Port Authorities
• Dr. Noel Hacegaba, Chief Commercial Officer &  

Managing Director of Commercial Operations, Port of 
Long Beach

Marine Technology Society 
• Liesl Hotalin, Vice President of Education, Marine 

Technology Society



VISION OF SHARED QUARTERS 
NATIONAL MARITIME WORKFORCE 
CONFERENCE AND PARTNERSHIPS

• John Stauffer – San Jacinto College Maritime
• RADM Michael J. Rodriguez – Texas A&M 

University Galveston – Maritime Academy



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION

MARITIME ADMINISTRATION

• Dr. Shashi Kumar, Deputy Associate Administrator & 
National Coordinator for Maritime Education and Training

• Kevin Tokarski, Associate Administrator for Strategic 
Sealift

• Nuns Jain, Strategic Ports Project Manager



MARITIME WORKFORCE AND 
MILITARY CROSSWALKS

Facilitator: 
• John Stauffer, San Jacinto College
Panelists:
• Bill Antilla, Marine and Environmental Research and Training 

Station, Clatsop Community College
• Capt. Amy Arrowood, Director of Maritime Credit Program, 

San Jacinto College
• Jennifer Palestrant, Director, SMART Center for Maritime 

Transportation Education, Tidewater Community College



KEYNOTE

JANIECE 
LONGORIA
Chairman, Port Commissioners
Port Houston

Lunch Sponsored by:



INNOVATICE WORKFORCE 
PROGRAMS

Facilitator: 
• Dr. Brenda Hellyer, Chancellor, San Jacinto College

Panelists:
• Peter Beard, Senior Vice President, Regional Workforce 

Development, Greater Houston Partnership
• Chad Burke, President, Economic Alliance Houston Port 

Region
• Mike Temple, Director, Gulf Coast Workforce Board



BREAK AND NETWORKING

June 5, 2018 June 6, 2018

Break Sponsored by:



MARITIME TRANSPORTATION AND 
LOGISTICS PROGRAMS

Facilitator: 
• Rodger Rees, Director/CEO, Port of Galveston

Panelists:
• Karen Cook, Dean, School of Business and Law, Anne 

Arundel Community College
• Dan Harmon, Maritime Division Director, Texas Department 

of Transportation
• Rick Schwab, Senior Director, Maritime and Industrial 

Training Center, Delgado Community College



PARTNERSHIPS: COLLEGE ALIGNMENTS 
WITH MARITIME INDUSTRY

Facilitator: 
• J.J. Plunkett, Chief Operating Officer, Houston Pilots

Panelists:
• James Andrews, Director Of Operations, Galveston Texas City 

Pilots Service Corporation
• Dr. Marty Fletcher, Director, Hawai'i Community College
• Gordie Keenan, Vice President, Training and Credentialing, 

Higman Marine Services
• Fred Villa, Associate Vice President for Workforce Programs, 

University of Alaska



PORT HOUSTON SAM 
HOUSTON BOAT TOUR & 

RECEPTION

June 5, 2018 June 6, 2018
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