
Welcome to the 
Shared Quarters National 

Maritime Workforce Conference 

June 5, 2018 June 6, 2018

Day Two – June 6, 2018
Texas A&M University Maritime Academy

Galveston, Texas



WELCOME

RADM Michael J. Rodriguez, 
Superintendent
Texas A&M Maritime Academy



PORT MANAGEMENT AND MARITIME 
ADMINISTRATION TRAINING 

PIPELINE

Facilitator: 
• Col. Leonard Waterworth, Texas A&M University Galveston

Panelists:
• Dr. Joan Mileski, Texas A&M University Galveston
• Barbara Murray, TransPORTS – Transportation, 

Distribution & Registered Apprenticeships
• Gilda Ramirez, Port Houston
• Erik Stromberg, Lamar University



U.S. COAST GUARD APPROVED 
MARITIME TRAINING PROGRAMS

Facilitator: 
• RADM Michael J. Rodriguez, Texas A&M University Galveston

Panelists:
• RADM Jerry Achenbach, USMS, Great Lakes Maritime 

Academy, MI
• Jeff Brandt, Chief, Mariner Training and Assessment Division, 

USCG, National Maritime Center (via Skype)
• Dr. Shashi Kumar, Deputy Associate Administrator and National 

Coordinator for Maritime Education and Training, Maritime 
Administration, Washington, DC



CYBERSECURITY IN MARITIME 
INDUSTRY AND PORT 

ADMINISTRATION

Facilitator: 
• Dr. John Hauser, President, Carteret Community College

Panelists:
• Dr. Paula deWitte, Assistant Director, Texas A&M 

Cybersecurity Center, Texas A&M University Galveston
• John Jorgensen, Chief Scientist, Cybersecurity & Software, 

American Bureau of Shipping
• Dr. Joan Mileski, Department Head, Maritime 

Administration, Texas A&M University Galveston



KEYNOTE

CAPT. BILL DIEHL 
(USCG RET.)
President, Greater Houston Port 
Bureau

Lunch Sponsored by:



MARINE TECHNOLOGY WORKFORCE 
TRAINING AND EDUCATION

Facilitator: 
• Dr. Sunita Cooke, Superintendent/President, MiraCosta College

Panelists:
• Brian Anderson, Technical Sales Manager, ASV Global
• Dan Cheek, Engineering Projects Manager, Oilfield - Subsea 

Projects, Oceaneering International, Inc.
• Linda Kurokowa, Director, Community Education and 

Workforce Development, MiraCosta College
• Ramesh Maini, President, Zentech Incorporated



MARINE LEAGE OF SCHOOLS 
UPDATE

Facilitator: 
• John Adey, President, American Boat & Yacht Council

Panelists:
• Ann Avary, Director, Center of Excellence for Marine 

Manufacturing and Technology, Skagit Valley College
• Dr. John Hauser, President, Carteret Community College
• Lana Sielski, Director, Marine Science and Technology, 

Florida Keys Community College



MARITIME WORKFORCE TECHNICAL 
TRAINING

Facilitator: 
• Dr. Karin Edwards, Campus President, Portland Community College

Panelists:
• Cathy LeCompte, Dir., Alaska Vocational Technical Education Center
• Joe Draves, Associate Dean, Northeast Wisconsin Technical College
• Garry Mercer, Apprentice Manager, Huntington Ingalls Industries
• Dr. Jason Pugh, Executive Vice President, Mississippi Gulf Coast 

Community College
• Doug Ward, Director of Shipyard Development, Vigor Alaska



CLOSING 
DISCUSSIONS

June 5, 2018 June 6, 2018
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