2020  16-Team College Football Playoff Preview
Round One

From Shreveport, LA, Friday, 5:30 PM CST
#16 Ball State Cardinals (MAC Champion) vs. #1 Alabama Crimson Tide (SEC Champion)
Betting Line…Alabama:    -42-1/2;    O/U: 61

The Cardinals get their UMBC (March Madness basketball reference) moment, as they get a shot at the Tide. This doesn’t expect to be much of a contest, but Ball State rarely turns the ball over and WR/RB Justin Hall has a knack for big plays. It won’t be enough though, with the only question being…who will be the star for Alabama: Harris, Smith, Jones or will a supporting cast member take center stage?

From Boise, ID, Friday, 6:00 PM MST

#11 Indiana Hoosiers (at-large) vs. #6 Oklahoma Sooners (Big-12 Champion)
Betting Line…Oklahoma:    -5-1/2;    O/U: 68

Through the miracle of modern medicine (wink, wink), Michael Penix, Jr. returns from his ACL injury for the Hoosiers playoff run. Oklahoma enters the field wearing “the team that you don’t want to play” tag, after starting the season 1-2, then ripping-off seven consecutive victories. Sooner QB Spencer Rattler will be throwing against an IU secondary that picked off 17-passes in only seven-contests.

From San Diego, CA, Friday, 5:30 PM PST

#13 San Jose State Spartans (Mountain West Champion) vs. #4 Notre Dame Fighting Irish (at-large)

Betting Line…Notre Dame:   -13.5;   O/U: 55-1/2
The Spartans enter this contest brimming with confidence while the Irish might be shaken after their rout at the hands of Clemson in the ACC title game. The Irish should have enough to get through.

From Tampa, FL, Saturday, 12:00 PM EST

#15 UAB Blazers (Conference USA Champion) vs. #2 Clemson Tigers (ACC Champion)

Betting Line…Clemson:   -38-1/2;   O/U: 58

You wanted a 16-team playoff, sometimes you get these First Round matchups. People were clamoring for an in-state battle between the Tide and the Blazers, but UAB draws a Clemson team that is playing at their peak. The Blazers are solid versus the pass, but Clemson can beat you in many different ways.
From Birmingham, AL, Saturday, 1:00 CST
#9 Georgia Bulldogs (at-large) vs. #8 Cincinnati Bearcats (AAC Champion)

Betting Line…Georgia:   -7-1/2;   O/U: 52-1/2

Undefeated Cincinnati comes in as an underdog versus an SEC team that underachieved this year. The Bulldogs have QB JT Daniels at the controls and even though they won their final three contests versus also-rans, Georgia looks primed for a deep run…at least until they meet Alabama next week.

From Memphis, TN, Saturday, 3:30 CST

#10 Iowa State Cyclones (at large) vs. #7 Florida Gators (at large)

Betting Line…Florida:   -5;   O/U: 69-1/2
The Gators have dropped two in a row to LSU (The Shoe Game) and a narrow six-point loss to Alabama in the SEC Championship game. They still have Kyle Trask at QB and Kyle Pitts at TE and will be favored to advance. The Cyclones balanced attack will give an erratic Gator defense fits.

From El Paso, TX, Saturday, 3:30 CST

#14 Oregon Ducks (Pac-12 Champion) vs. #3 Ohio State Buckeyes (Big 10 Champion)

Betting Line…Ohio State:   -10;   O/U: 72-1/2

Benefitting from unusual circumstances, Oregon finds themselves in the playoffs after a lackluster 4-2 campaign. Ohio State has looked rusty at times and but their defense has improved. Each team played six contests, so they should be fresh.

From Atlanta, GA, Saturday, 8:00PM EST

#12 Coastal Carolina Chanticleers (Sun Belt Champion) vs. #5 Texas A & M Aggies (at large)
Betting Line…Texas A & M:   -9-1/2;   O/U: 78-1/2

A & M has felt underappreciated this season and they won’t be the fan favorite heading into this contest with the undefeated Chanticleers. Each squad exhibits great balance on offense, while the defenses leave a lot to be desired.
