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The Oswegoland Fishin’ Fools is a multi-species fishing club. We meet the 1st Monday of each month at 7
PM in the Oswego Police Department located at 3355 Woolley Road in Oswego. The Community Room.

Visit us on the Web at: http://www.fishinfools.org

President’s Ponderings By Danny Cossich to keep the members we have. So if you think
you can spare some time a little each month to

assist us, the help will greatly be appreciated.

So many things going through my
) head these days. It’s a different

| world we live in now. Even though
. fishing is one of the safest sports

‘ h‘- and recreat_ional actiyities, there is GOOD NEWS FISHIN’ FOOLS!!!! We are

i so many things that influence having our first indoor meeting since the
where we go, who we. go with, Pandemic began. Our next meeting is on
w'hen we can go, etc. It's depressing to plan a November 2"? at the Oswego American Legion
F"p and h.ave those. plans canceled due to an Hall located at 19 W. Washington St. in
increase in COVID in that area you were Downtown Oswego at 7 p.m. Tom Cebula will

I°°k_"_19 so much to visit. All you_ can do it stay be our speaker that night. Remember, masks
positive and concentrate your mind on other . . .
are mandatory!! We will also be discussing

activities or planning for next year. That’s why Officer Elections. Anyone wishing to run for

I’'m looking forward to having our next club . .
ti d di ) hat h President, Secretary, Treasurer or Planning
meeting and discussing what everyone has Committee Chairman, please call Danny to

been doing. This club has such a good group discuss.
of guys and gals and it’s a pleasure to see
them when you can. | just hope this club will
continue despite this Pandemic. The Planning
Committee has been doing everything we can
to find options for meetings and activities, but
we need assistance and need someone to step
up and take a leadership role. Although all
positions are open for elections this year, we
can at least cover two of the Officer spots but
we need two more volunteers. There may not
be much to do right now, but we need help
planning the future. Right now, our goal is just



http://www.fishinfools.org/
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This could be you!
If you would have
submitted a fish.

11” Blueqill Caught on September 5, 2020

At a Local pond.

) Your donation of aluminum cans and
If you have a favorite place to F$h= : batteries helps our club pay for speakers
please share your spot and write a little and programs that benefit YOU! Please
synopsis of what makes is special. be generous and DONATE!
Send it to jjnieland@gmail.com




Drumming up Fish
of the Week:
Chicago and
Downstate
freshwater drum
share FOTW honors

A freshwater drum caught at
Montrose Harbor and a Downstate
freshwater drum share Fish of the

Week honors.

By Dale Bowman Oct 22, 2020, 8:13am CDT
Chicago Sun Times

Jim Barton of Oswegoland Fishin’
Fools and John Olivet caught a big
surprise last Wednesday at Crab
Orchard Lake.

“This 30-inch freshwater drum
grabbed my 1/4-ounce jig and worm
and a half hour later we were able
to barely get it in the net,” emailed
Barton, who said they did a quick

release. “We had never seen such a
huge drum in our lifetimes.”

"Relax, I'm not here for you. I'm here
for the worm on the end of your hook,"


https://chicago.suntimes.com/authors/dale-bowman

Can Boat Traffic
Help the Bite?

MIKE IACONELLII JAN 15, 2020 Midwest Outdoors

In this installment, Ike gives his opinion of how boat
traffic affects fishing in busy urban waters.

So many of us live in or near cities. So many of us
who love to fish wait until we have at least a few
free days, then travel long distances to fish. But we
should stop waiting and get fishing smack in the
urban jungle!

As lke’s exclusive MidWest Outdoors column
returns for a second year, anything having to do
with urban fishing and bank fishing is fair game. We
hope you feel inspired and prepared to fish the
streets of your city.

MidWest Outdoors: When we left off last month,
you were talking about whether fish that live in
urban environments get used to a lot of traffic
around them and just keep eating and living their
life amidst all the commotion.

Mike laconelli: I've seen it both ways, but more
often than not I've seen boat traffic actually help the
bite, because it creates current and that positions
the bait differently. Often, the fish can actually feed
better as a result.

MWO: Do you look for places where currents are
created by boat traffic and fish those areas?

Ike: Oh yeah, | love it; | love high-traffic areas, and a
lot of what I'm talking about are no-wake zones,
where boats are coming in and out at a slow,

steady speed. Where boats are blowing by, putting
20-foot wakes up, that’s different. That doesn’t help
the fishing. The fish that live there are used to it,
and their locations become predictable. And the
most amazing thing is that those fish don’t get
fished, because nobody thinks about fishing right
where the traffic is. | cannot count the number of
tournaments I've done well in over the years where
| targeted those areas.

MWO: Wow, so even for bass fishing from a boat,
when you could fish anyplace you want?

Ike: Yes. Lake St. Clair would be a good example.
Some of my best finishes have come from those
bottleneck areas, where the other anglers said, “Oh
my God, this is horrible, | gotta get out of here.”

MWO: So your city-fishing, shore-fishing
experiences give you an advantage in those cases.

Ike: Absolutely. City fishing, when you look at a
piece of water, things are different from city to city
but they’re also the same. In a natural environment
you’ve got weeds and logs and all these things,
and those same things are present in a city
environment, plus manmade cover and objects that
fish learn to live in and around. Shade lines, curve
breaks, undercuts, a sea wall that goes for a mile
but in one spot there’s a drain that has a gravel pile
in front of it.

It's the same stuff we’'ve been reading about from
the Lindners for 30 years. What you have in its most
basic form is the same up at Lake of the Woods as
what you find in Philadelphia.

MWQO: With increased human pressure and the
potential that city fish become more wary, on
balance does that causes you to downsize lures, or
do you sometimes even go bigger than normal, or
is it hard to summarize your approach to
presentation?

Ike: In city fishing, three things ring true and they
also carry over to fishing in more natural
environments. First one, and | see this over and
over, especially last year when filming Fish My City,
is match the hatch. The overriding premise of all
fishing, for me, is to try to show them something
that looks and behaves like something they are
already eating.


https://midwestoutdoors.com/can-boat-traffic-help-the-bite/#
https://midwestoutdoors.com/author/mike-iaconelli/

MWO: In situations when you don’t keep a fish, cut
it open and examine its stomach contents, how do
you go about determining what they’re eating?

Ike: So in Fish My City, first thing I’'d do when the
production crew was setting up microphones and
camera angles, I’'m down on the bank observing,
turning over rocks, looking to see what kind of
insects are in that system. I'm looking for baitfish
and what size and color they are. Anything to better
understand what kind of food is in there.

The second part is research. | knew what cities |

was going to in advance, so | was able to Google
and find out generally what kind of fish we could
catch and how people fish in those places.

Third, I fished with really good local guys who
dialed me in to what those fish were feeding on. It
would be one of the first questions | would ask
them: What are these fish feeding on? What'’s their
forage?

MWO: And you would have a bunch of lures and
baits and trailers in your backpack so you could put
together a presentation right there that should
work, right?

Ike: That was one of the hardest things, and [his
wife] Becky and | figured a system out before | left
for the first trip to film that show. How do you bring
everything you might need without bringing way
too much stuff?

| used two Flambeau packs, one being a really big
travel bag into which | put a lot of stuff but a little bit
of everything. Lures that could fish from top to
bottom, from big to small, a lot of colors. Then |
would pack my backpack out of that big bag before
each day of fishing, trying to anticipate what | would
need.

The same approach works any day you’re going
fishing in a city environment. That’s how | do it: I try
to figure out what those fish are eating, then come
up with something that gets those fish to bite,
especially the pressured ones.

When it comes to dialing in the presentation, two
things ring true: finesse or speed. Speed was so
key in a lot of those shows and it is for any of my
city fishing.

MWO: Speed of your presentation, right?
Ike: Right. Speed of presentation.

MWOQO: Great spot to stop for now. Let’s talk speed
in more detail next month.

HOW TO TIE THE AG
Chain Knot

The AG Chain knot




