
L O S T  H I S T O R Y  O F   
M E C H A N I C  S T R E E T

L O S T  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  P R E S E N T S



W H AT  I S   
M E C H A N I C  S T R E E T ?

• Why “Mechanic”? 

• Street names typically have descriptive 
or memorial names 

• Church, Library, School, Bridge, River, 
Water, etc. all have obvious meanings 

• Washington, Hancock, Kennedy, etc. 
are named for specific people 

• Streets are commissioned and 
maintained with public interest



W H Y  M E C H A N I C ?

• 64 Towns in Massachusetts have a 
Mechanic Street 

• Most make T junction with Main 

• The name has nothing to do with 
garages or automobiles and 
precedes common cars 

• Their configurations have common 
features suggesting purpose and 
symbolism 

















W H AT  C A N  B E  F O U N D  
AT  M E C H A N I C  S T R E E T ?  

• Railroads 

• Factories 

• War Memorials 

• Cemeteries 

• Post Offices 

• Masonic Halls



M E C H A N I C  S T  
S H E L B R U R N E  FA L L S

• Leads to Arms Cemetery  

• Street ends at grave of Maj. Ira Arms 
(1783 - 1859) 

• Near old railroad and masonic hall



M E C H A N I C  S T.  
AT H O L ,  M A .  

• Ends in Cavalry Cemetery 

• One or many Mechanic Streets that 
appears to vanish in the “great 
beyond”



F I R S T  M E C H A N I C  
S T R E E T  -  B O S T O N

• North End, near Paul Revere’s house 

• Cir. Paul Revere’s death in 1818 name 
Mechanic Street begins to appear on 
maps 

• Over 70 Mechanic Sts. appear in 
Mass (and other states) in the 
following decades 

• Mechanic has particular meaning to 
Revere











N E W  I D E A S

• Revere was an emerging middle class 
artisan 

• Revere not satisfied with his family 
church or the Church of England 

• Sandeman was excommunicated for 
preaching the separation of church and 
state.  

• Beyond politics, Boston patriots wanted 
to open pubic museums, music halls, 
libraries and schools for ordinary citizens



M E C H A N I C  S T R E E T,  
Q U I N C Y,  M A .  

• Walking museum of the Revolution 

• Monument to Paul Revere’s grandson 

• Mechanic Society Headquarters 
nearby


