Butl er

75t h

C

conserving
natural resources

for onr future

2020
Key Banker Award

KANSAS BANKERS

County
Annual

conser
Edit i

January 2021

Inside This Issue

Kansas Bankers Awardh 2

Prairie Meadows Farm

Grassland Awardi 4
f Haywire Cattle Company
Cost Share Signup 6
Soil Conservation
Rangeland Health 8
Meet our New Pheasants 10
Forever Biologist
Prairie Meadows Farm Native Prairie-Keyto 11
Maximizing Profits &
. . Improving Habitat
Poster/Limerick
e — Award Winners 15
PLEASE NOTE CHANGES TO OUR ANNUAL - - __-_- TO
THE ONGOI NG CIOVIMANDEMI C! !
Due to thel9CORdTrMDdemic, our Annual Meeting wild/l b ferent t hi
required by State | aw, we wil!/ hold our busineg % to pro
anngal_ financi al report,_ report of conservait nI INIWHWS an:
expiring terms of Supervisors Walter Burress | sen.
For t he heal t h and saf ety nofthaesweergy ome ,nn avre ”
entertainment as we have in the past. The [ Cou Banker
District Supervisors wi || present t he Banke assl
Cl aassen Family and the Jones Family at a | at/ OurThankStiB;Jtler
County Banks for
In order to comply with -$9agei aeldi hesal aC®VH1 S y - th b
The Benton Chérah, IRDEPrequired for relaying ponsoring the t o«
Key Banker Award!
L Ne xt time you vVvis
@,, bank, pl ease thani
2020 > for supporting agi
in Butler County

Grassland

Award 2020

Butler
Haywire Cattle

Company

Andy and Callie Jones & Family
Randy and Kim Jones

American Ag Credit

American state Bank &
Trust Company

Citizens bank of
Kansas

Commerce Bank

Community National
Bank

Emprise Bank
Intrust Bank

Vintage Bank Kansas

White Eagle
Credit Union



€ Butler County Conservation District Annual Edition

Kansas Bankers Association
2020 Soil Conservation Award
Prairie MeadodswiFgahrtmand Kate Cl aasse|n a
Prairie Meadows Farm (Dwight
family) of Whitewater are the
Banker Award for Soil Conser
Kansas Bankers Association.
They find ihat rye as a cover| doe
winter annuals and fall emer gent
Prairie Meadows Farm consistg been abl e t o eliminate mo s t of
l'ivestock. They have 400 ac/applications. I n addition, at bo
rai se corn, wheat, mi | o and of rye allows it to become a] mul
planting cover crops on a yealfrbeyond the following cash crop.
620 acres of&ggaasedh@prairie . . . .
and they manage another 280 aC_Conservatlon_pr_actlces Prairl|ie
square bales of brome and nat|mplemented ifallude cooer crpops,
sheep and goat markets . The waterways and grade stabilization
Pecan trees for veneer | umber ;?Egramasdvainr:(?lgl?dii; :r?gerualeAaggv
from which they get honey and I ncentives Program (EQI P) of fler ed
Dwi ght has beetilulsiomg Mmios far{mMmResources Conservation Servicle (N
He definedsihilsoperati on as mipnpWater Resources Cost share progr
the soil County Conservation District. F
programs are an incentive to ftry
Cover crops have become_the bcontinue t o practice in s ome fo
They attempt to keep somethin;.commentﬁN(R’CS has been essenti all an
times to benefilt those under;;In the cha_nges we haye made gnd
: our operation. | think everyone
turn benefits the cash crop. the information and financi al S u |
Cover crops hel p wi t h raisin/the various progoéams avail abl e
reduce w_eed pressure, Iow_er. W Dwi ght believes pasture health i
Lrﬁdgroréggménsnglhjnta:(? ienl'tmh'enamanagement o_f .the pastures_ and
t he .amount of nitrogen they r(weather conditions. I ntensi ve g
the crops used on the pastures. They | | et
) start before cattl e ar e turned
Last year they added a VYettelrgenerally pull cattle@ubyf grHesss
roller to their planter ahdopl flexible contracts with their| ren
rye. The rolling crimped and cattle on grass |l onger i f morle r a
rye but they stil]l had t o tlesummer t o t ake advantage of t h
application. The benefit of Li kewi se, i f ther e i s Il ack D f r
that the & ywr alp dmp on all the |rsoo0oner. e i snpiod t ant for owners
pl anter and they wer e abl e tolri sk al ong wi t h t he renter to as .
they preferred on the planter do not suffer.
Continued ojn pa
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Ban ke rrS(cAzwauretd from page 2)
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Dwi ght mentioned they prefer
their hay meadows, burning n
yields Renters do not i nsids
feel burning helps with the w
and in the case of Sumac, mak
Dwi ght says they are willing
that i mproves the soil struct
i nput s. He says with small &
a | ot easier to experiment.
fertilizer into the soil rath
they contlnue to make upgrade
pur pos They al so have bee
fields with creeks to promomtod
hardwoods with the added bene
the cash crop.

I n t he future, they ar e | oo
intercropping. Strip interc
crops are grown in narrow, a
interaction bet ween di fferent
management wi t h modern equi p
substantial yield increases.
Wil dlife also benefit at Pr a
cover <crops provide -Dboga@anf ems
in the soil, and food and cov
insects such as the Lacewing]|
planted a windbreak and wild
Sumac. They plan to plant a
which are currently on order.
field borders ar e pil ed up
wildlife habitat and protecti
on order with plans for feedi
the hopes that their numbers

back

recently
Dwi ght& meeaemn oha®dy e ad|s

got

wild swlae mhopedbette cha
useful information on t
dramatically change how
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i mprove their farming operati
ilshgsiWeadowsulFdar nmot Ttheei rsati g
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wi | | donncgrreaatsuel .at i ons, Prairie

6

)

sons
t he

a

D

n
er .
ght
S A

tin
on

fie
il

o — C

o]
re
e 0]
d er
it
ar d
i on.

Mg ad o

r————————————————.l

I What is
I Community Supported Aigri

|C0mmun|ty SupportedC®AYi csel tafrger o

|movement in Ameri ca, whi ch hlas [
support and predictability to

li raditional family farming, khat
[continue to farm, and that cCqQmmur
Ienjoy fresh, | ocalPafratrnne rp rnogd uwcittsh.
farms by puristhasiengthe Geahsaodest ,
lconsumers can know where thejr f
Iand have the satisfaction of Isupp'
lparticipants, who purchase their
[season, provide the farmer wigh a
racturn tthey reccecive a weekly supp
productBhi s concept of Comm ity
lAgricul ture was introduced ipto

|1b998e5kelﬁqpb' yind B Shrod | EAP8Bed of tho
f?hbMmc& gﬁuHss friend, Jan Vand T

np e that .

|
i dint eaNgloeYia% e emSafid™ eyo u v‘i

fhien gMagn a9ecSa 1N i ds b iWeenSdo r .
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2020
Grassland Award

Haywire Cattle Company
Andy and Callie Jones & Family ~ Rand

Andy and Callie Jones own, AN[ReCrSa t wa sa nidns maomgaet al in hellpincg
Haywire Cattle CdmpRlad . Randw ylajh dr Mo gnh t he permitting process
Kim are also involved in the||Dipeoagh oKDHE.Ki mTheyealtdy recei vec

retired from a job in tdowspamdt iR nitya tdemeMain Source Poll ution Co
much time at the ranch now whWasht el Manmeagemady Rmagram for upgr :

Callie the task of the day ﬁfada.y ranch 09“"1“0”5- wned| and

t

Currently, the ranch is run bl YE & mit Y SW|th g) .

time help used during their bmssycastetaesroends. ross ever I coun ' €s.

. o -~ grass in addition to having a/ cow

spring
The crop ground is owned and || eas:s
farmed by an area farmer. The
manure management and growing| sil
yard. Manure is spread in a 8 ye:
it is planted to cover crop ipn th
15% increase in production, measu
been noted with the incorporation
Haywire Cattle Company is progud c
still use horses to work tshelipgrssca

= &5 2 ' v
Photo Caouftesy

Randy, Ki m, Callie & An
Laycie and Kendall

Randy an& Kiimst cattle facil
south of EI Dorado. They out
purchased east of t he El Dor
whi ch al so all owed them to

Haywire Cattle Company was th
new operation.

Andy mentioned t he Natur al Resource.s Conservation . .
. stressful on the cattle which|is
Service ( NRCS p A
run. I n addition, the cattlpe <ca
useful t ool w h .
. det ail from the seat o f-whae ed ae¢rd I teo
devel oping t he tch h |t h bl M t :
their new sit catec ea pro ems. 0s i mp

condition of the pastures can/ be

wor ki n wi t h . A ;
g for grazing man@®gemeonttant tto hav

Depart ment of

Environment (K on the ground. Andy belileves S ee
the cattle on horseback is tlhe n
NRCS surveyed monitor their |ivestock operation.
site and provi Andy manages t he grass as an
and maps that understands that the grass he re
exactly wher e belongs to a bigger ecosyst em.
should be pl ac| managed properly, the whole ecosy
water and wildlife resources, |benc

Page 4 Continued ojn pa
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Gr aSSI and ﬁA(Mbatﬁndled from page 4)

Cattle stocking rates

only includes
stocking rates an

producti
overall

each pasture.d& us

flone si z
He goes
ani mal s,
of t hum

He stocks each p

vity of t
heal th 0]

e o sfti a csk ianlg
by the
not by

b number

on t he pasuaot q
conditions, incl ¢
and past ma nj
practices, whi cif

di fferent st ocki nyg

Burning

is an important tool

brush and increase g
burned on a rotation

t wo weeks

littl e |l ater t he nex

equi

Nei hbor

don in

One change Andy has seen ove pﬁ‘eAyeh rt
margins are smaller and the voﬁlﬁﬁjﬁmls 9,
goes into the management of ib?P .ys,’os eJq
|l abor just to make a profit. hfhgte,SS%(
sprawl , increased liability a’l%j.t]aifle gg}’_l_t
agriculture in general) face |d 'e tf’o' Idac
nosf arm neighbors can be frustrtsahrpallrng. X
mo st people are so far removed °f
t hey @Gdomave an awareness or arpurse
takes to put food on their t alp]' 8!
mo st peoplie uddadrerstand t he nég
pastures. Zz

Andy h a
Friends
|l earned

pment to asswurgefi mevayddnm
ors duri nigvhhuyren rsaenga ~~- -~~~ S
¢ yaar wajylsthomenpbneg
communi ty faarmj|e/very

s help neighb

i
9

busy ti mes durid®sgjul
e

the ranching

S a degree i
University;
about farm

from the ol der genera

early one year, t he

are bas|eHle osnaisde vheirsa|D afda catboorust. j ulh@ed Jout

w h

each yea

t year.

however, tmio s rh
ing and f|rlahati
tion and||being

s
h
n Busi ndg $&odMaw
t
n

(o]

grazeabl e acres(sueqgetshtel opasthurtes wheon skndy expl ai

behind it, his Dad was more 4dccep
gntdo try it on some of their pastur e
Sntewardship of t he Il and i s o i
Cattle Company. Andy has | earned
o l'ine in ranching and it can take
Itime t o wr e c k t he bal ance bet w
productive and | and that has |been
years or even a |ifetime to&repali
why &i tso i mportant t o l'i sten t o
y(;)tg}perience, wh o have been thjiroug

nd can share their wisdom and knc

Andy and Cal-yearhatvd 7wins Laycie

ar e already invol ved wi tfh h €

ngoel‘dkl N9 Coanttle a\l\pde bsuranni ng paljstur
rass prod%%}.wth e [ PEEOS barrel ra
i W! kguron%d )
Y

Won{a
£

)
4™ S 3. ©

2T e
Y

pastu?e
ngsupenstan docittoréng cafttl e

urn
h'amvee ttoneirer\(’)%vn 01“irtehe Butl

r
e
c ovhtaitnulkke t amake a | iyving
ey el ovaes. gl eaned
ut in the pastures

and working with cattle. Whille The 2026xtGroosks| @and sAowaorod i|s s |
have their pl aicet hieng ayesmphaarnedss t ohe Kansas Association of Co
omexperiodence Districts Grasslands Commi t
He relies on the wisdom and experlsencrep BrohtherDs dSeed Compan
fri\ends and nei gh Bboeresn V\lhhoerreavaend% q1o tulations, Haywire Satt
t hathowever, he does <chall enge er generation

to be open to new ideas and t o A-e-Ww—t+h—+—h—6e-S—

Andy recalls when he e ulf you can’t be in awe of

high school, the Con n somet hing wrong with vy
provided a scholarshi| 11y ~ Alex Trebek

Range Youth Camp. h

wi th S 0ome i deas abou ro., . . ,

and suggested to his a Ti me 1 s natqre s way of ke
needed to put more n happening at once. "

pastures.

~ Woody Al Il en

Page 5
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Range Youth Camp Hi ghly Erodible Lapnd
Schol arships Availabl eWe't and Deter mi nat i
Attentupaoaoming high school sophomores)efjfuniParrsk s , DOC Techni
and seniors with an interestdijhn rangeIaEPI nbadwlf&anben ieId Off fi
Each year the Conservation District offers hips to
athtend t he week_ l ong RangefYouLE; n CAWPHe rSsP 0aNnSqo; " ot d Obpyerators, foy
the Kansas Section Society of gF%)avnegrenn%anntagp?r”@dTrams and are udnsur
The camp is®BlUa&ne2@21 Camp MenndscdikElL determination or Wetljand
near Murdock, Kansas in Kingmansh®oulndt ycontact the Farm Service A
. . Res urces Ccr servatlon Service ( NI
During t his we ek l ong camp, student t
identify rangeland plants, de tllefr my ;e rpavamtplgarnoswttho acnrdeate da ne\
stocking rates, di scuss Il i velsit anld Inautealiitng,n, firldnogel,anddr edgl|i ng
wil dlife management and much moarne!AlDD26 form will need to be |comp
There wildl be a special field ?frfi'pcea'nd a steak and potato
dinner provided dunrinan the weegkf there are questions regarding
l ong camp. soil, check with NRCS while you ai
Fun activities ar Jutee best pl an i s t o have fthe
and include determination completed before st
canoe , fi hi
tng tshtng A copy of -Fo2é&é &®dn be found| onl
Tuition is $25 www. fsa.usda.gov/ad1026florm
Conservation Di st full
scholarships t o AD-1026 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(10-30-14) FarmServiceAgency
attend from Butl er
‘ HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND CONSERVATION (HELC) AND
Contact t he Di st f or WETLAND CONSERVATION (WC) CERTIFICATION
mor e i nfor
31828549 e e a -
Sign Up Now for Financial Assistance
Conservation Practices on Your Farn
Cost Shar-¥piSliagnnuary 1 to April B30
Controlling soil erosion on your far@ why rfaincdnciaal baes ixpteaarsd e/ ei.
|l ocal |l andowners through the State Water Plan Fund. The Conser
County. Funds are provided to | andowners who qualify based |upon
forth by the Conservation District.
Landowners who are interested in receiving financi al assistance
to be considered for our next round of funding that we receive |
prioritized and ranked based on a number of factors. These |incl
the practice iIis | ocated in a high priority watershed and | gcati
intermittent streams, wells or public water supplies. Appll|i cat
Conservation practices eligible for cost share include: grassed
pasture and hayl and planting, range seeding, sediment contr ol b a
facilities, fencing, plugging abandoned water well s, upgrad|i ng
systems. A complete |Iist of guidelines and eligible practicles ¢
Al | cost share practices must meet NRCS Standarde =2nd Snarifljcat
to be paid.
I f you have some erosion issues, cal l us or stoyg . k to
the computer to discuss areas in your field(s) n yol
field and with your help, determine the best wa qn er
nothing to ask or have us come out and | ook. \ de s
you can make a determination on whether you want wi t h
For more information on the cost share progr am, el igibility or
cost share, contact Sandy Koontz at t-B&®BC04nSs.ervation Districit of
Page 6
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Rangel and Health
Douglas J. Spencer, NRCS State Grazing Spec|iali
Sal i na, Kansas
Winter is the season of <colds| |[Indicators that need evaluated ir
health is compromised, our boldipatterns, pedestals and/ or tlerr a
nose, scratchy throat, fever/,|jgul |l i es-scowimad and/ or deposition:
sympt oms. The doctor uses t [movement, soil surface resi stan
determine the true cause of olsurface | oss or degredati on, effe
you ever wondered what sympt don infiltration, compaction | aye
mi ght show t o indicate t heigroups, dead or dying plants |or p
compromi sed? To better under sttand dept h, annual producti on, i nv
must first define rangel and hleqgwith an emphasis on reproductli ve
Rangel and he(plants.
?Thhee idﬁ?;greitt)ﬁy _evaluating and rating the |l eve
soil . Vecelndlcators compa.red to the regfere
water, and ali !and.managgr begins to reveal | wha!
as t he eCO|mpa|red, i f any.
f;g;gfzﬁz e:::f(Like putting a puzzl_e t_ogether,_
ar e bal ancadnhow piece .together |nd.|V|duaI T
sustaimed Ordcomplgte picture of spll an.d sit
t o eval uat e functlor), and biotic Alnt.eg_rlty.
compl ex Syslereveal in your rangelaindllkeetd)(sf.j
i dea o f rarout, NRCS provides technical assi
health con.ethe health of your rangel and es o
on three attr .
variabl es. For assistance, pl ease contact tt
attributes i nconservation district of fice |l oce
and site s{Suite B, El Dor ado, Kansas. Mo r
hydrol ogi c flavail abl e on t he Kans als
and biotic ilnatwww.ks.nrcs.usdaldow us on Tw
@NRCS_ Kansas.
By assessing heal t h, t he | ahnq . .
identify how well the ecologilc USDA is an equal opportunity
energy flow, and nutrient cycl| ¢ employer, and lender,
Equi pped with a shovel, s ome
and knowledge of pl ant speci
quickly determine t he heal 't
resource. A key resource nee
description (ESD) that hel ps
about | imitations of the soil
be present, potenti al pl ant ¢
on the site based on past m
production. A single rangel an
mul tiple ecological sites,
characteristics. Ecol ogi cal S
to major | and resource area
athttps://edit.jornada.nmsu..ed
The ESD also contains a refert
healthy values by site for s
used to determine rangel and
individual indicators offer
processes occurring on the si us f oc hi
the check I ist showinge items|s er . I n IS
as normal temperatur > bl bod l nut Hickory Watershed dam
pressure, t he refer 8 sheetCONCrete mat Funds were pro
identifies those con ns tﬁfgtd t.hrOUQh _Emergency Watershe
indicate proper functi unding avallabl_e from t_he U S
s Conservation Service.
age



https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/catalogs/esd
http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/

Butler County Conservation District Annual EdC.n

KANSAS FARM NUMBERMke reservations now to attend But/l
. Di st& i €5t h Annual Meeting aFeBr PMr pyni4,
sa"%‘as Szonugmber of Lf’”ms arﬁ%zrlanaftheTshedeB:dHtlc?rp Church, Benton, K.
urtng 19, according top|8§§é Scl_ |'§ﬁ'13‘5'm‘59 a Please RISa\hRu a b ¢ f 02r9e,
Agricul tural Statistics SeégélcNe't ] eDnum Srg éVBDrl ¢ n w
farms and ranches in the |S e,oaet' 58,%%0, w%_ ¢ ons, ye
down 400 farms from 2018. state and | ocal gul delines and respec
forth by The Benton Church.
Numbers of farms and ranches in Kansas with
| ess t han $100, 000 in gri ur at sat es - .
decreased 300 farms from j ve@érleearller € hulalleopportunlt.y p#ovrr
operatlons wi th mor e thinBuﬁlr%q %Q)anty Conservation Distr|ict
agricultural sales decreasjed I MSr- o vbi agnedr |nn employer .
far ms and ranches i n Kan|s as totaled 45 . 7
million acres, down 100,000 acres from_2018
The average size of operatid@t WE a“81R§<$rQeU,rces Con_serva_t
was up 3 acres from a year eaf NNRCS) and Conservation Di
Find agricultural stati s for
St at e, and the Nation at |www
tCherish the natur al
becauselfrgoa part of it
depend o¢on it. »
~Sir David Attenbor ouf
GedTextile Fabriji
For The Conservation
§ALE: ged extil e fabric f
\; fabric comes in a 1
» you can order as ma
CA need. It is $2.80 |p
Mar king Fl ags
| f you need s ome flags
$7.50/100 count . They com e : :
pink. L-R6Car ey BINRLsSr Soi l Conservation Te
Justin &NRCSe$Supervisory District Co
; : ; Holly EdmumBR o@ontract Clerk
Rent the‘, Bi NOi i€t Dri Kei t h Murrow, Private Lands Cons
: (Pheasants Forever/ Quail Foreyv
Sandy KdGanhgervation District Man
Jef f @NRRS/Kansas Department of Agric
Conservation Technician
Q: What do you-kcalldncae dvehldr s e
A Stabl e.
The wearth wild.l continue |[to
|l ife sources only as | ong a
peopl es of t he wor | d dp C
conserve i ts natur al resou
The Conservation District Ha%stthﬁéiGbéa|tiﬁIYainWhi ch evelry
Mo d e | 1006NTI INODrill s for 5 € They r
13 feet wide with a 10 foot Hq?anglsng V-\Irlﬁ UQ‘p V_OI u'ntary. a
have 3 seed boxeseaddbiwkkadl 2 C an 10| n buil ding &8 pr
capability t o dri || seed p a \Y
grass and small seed such ﬁsé%\/irﬁ]% \quthn tnaleure'
~ Gerald |[R F
The drills have a single| hitch_ _and hvdraulrc
A 70 horsepower tractor or bigger
recommended for pulling i r}é eh Bhow |
pull it behind your truck Wh np§/% Opqt%lé otse edge rows: We ha
These drills rent for $9/.50 an % ¢ch use the root
acre minimum ($95 mini mum charge). Page o
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Meet our new Pheasants Forever Biollog
Brandi Mc Coy started working as a Pheasants Forever ISih@l dogeieqt iinr
the EI Dorado Field Office since November 2020.

MlygBrandi graduated from Kansas State U{nive
1 in Ani mal Science & I ndustry and N a
JEnvironment al Shc@ ewoe&ed as a streajn te
Kansas Depart ment of Wil dlife, Par Ks a
forestry technician for Cust ber Fwoefkt hwn
/. involved a variety of management prlacti
i mprovement, prescribed burning, nat i
streambank stabilization projects, rjot at
weed spraying.
'Supported through a strategic partne|rshi
Conservation Service and Pheasants |Fore
Brandi will-ngaedecuclpacity for privhphte
assistance as padsrtFaofm tBhiel |stBaitoel ogi st|] Par
Commonl y referred fOthe &g opg deSbop anyt hin
conservation-red awielddloinf @eri vate | ands|, Ph
S8 Quai l Forever Biologists possess the kno
il ocal programs to assist |l andowners|in
"meet their personal agriculture, wilplif
Since 2010, the Farm Bill Bi ol ogi st Part
wi t h 10, 685 | andowner s t o i mpact 40L5, 9
state.
For more information about private and:
Butl er County, contact Brandd235|6 at

orBMc Coy @Pheasant sFoorrerrearn.dCbr.g\/IcCoy@uina. g«

In the summer o
Di ana Burress
sunfl owers on th
of Thunder Road
(east side).
Di a@ahusband Wal
current supervi g
served the Dist
capacity for 1
Page 10

Kansas Department of Agricultur

Announces 2021 Bluestem Pastjure
The Kansas Department of Agriculture is seeking
Bluestem Pasture Survey to collect informat|ion
practices. The survey is ad®diatesteaed UHeo8Gghve
and wil |l be open through March 31, 2021.
The Bluestem Pasture Survey provides reliabl e,
ranchers and the agricultural community as |a wh
tallgrass pasture availability, |l easing ratjes,
than 15 minutes to complete.
firThe native tallgrass region of Kansas is a | ar
including 14 counties which provides rich gjrazi
This biennial survey collects data that i s |used
can aid l andowner s and renters when ensendng
Secretary of AgricuiUndee wMi kénBeami s i mportiant
way our agency works to provide wusefGulaagdatcaultthu
i ndusotry.
The 2021 Kansas Bl uestem Pasture Survey i s
confidential To completehthessiuivewnwyuplease/ bi
To receive a written survey or to complete]|the
Leah Tsoodl e, Director, LandLTUssendSe@key. Ké&wmt gr
Wef al d, KDA Division of Agr ibcéudb 7T 518 e Mar keti ng,
The Bluestem Pasture Survey i s a collaborjativ
Agriculture Marketing at the Kansas De pStratme nt
Land Use Survey Center within the Department of
State University.



mailto:BMcCoy@PheasantsForever.Org
https://tinyurl.com/bluestem2021
mailto:LTsoodle@ksu.edu
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Native Prairie: The Key to Maximizing Pr
By : Brandi Mc Covy, Pheasants Forever

When you think of endanger ed eWhoesny sctoermmpsa,r erda ji lme at kenti nuous 6 mc
Amazon Rainforest or the GreatnaBarmwrei egr aRseseefs cofmes wi bchgr ass, b
mi nd, but what iif | told you ogemmé fthd mMmodi aendamger @¢d oduced h
ecosystems in the world | ies rigphtnsheanred imor Kaposasnds per acre t
The Flint Wilis of Kansas contafds IaB ]alubSyoscfilypatuslt LGt
piece of tall grass prairie le.fttu'drS/ tsrheow‘g%rltqfat Bﬁl BR udls e D1
ecosystem once <covered 170 mi \}éroa{]geacdraelslyStgr?tn agrﬁ a 30% hig
from Saskatchewan, Canada to T 6(3|§dsa8g fg}g q(an . past
to the Mississippi. Today, Ie{?sh.thav\ﬂ 4th o)

. i's t ilize
remains, and only because of_ _?f?%?leln%mvy/ c L.he
coulddnbe pl owed. For a pralrlfgséugtpasas
granted for &soadaopntgabiiltity to this cli ma
be the key to maximizing |ivesfiTbtk pirsoda
i mproving wildlife habitat. wildlife
For t housands of year s, t he gpzlgaanstfasé];;lj
ecosystem adapted to extreme ep}ﬁleapnmeﬁug
summer s and har s h, col d winteggdor |1:_>§1tgr
known as megadrought s of t en pnlaatgiL\/ee WEW] de
prairie, one of which began inatp%ogeasro
for 110 years. Thi s hostileS%ta\(/jisrorter']n?e no
plants the choice to grow deepcg\gg},é,aﬁérj for
species of grasses, 300 sDec'etshroofqu'.l

That i stno say that cool deabawne g
their place. Cool season grasses
are cruci al for extending our gr
grasses peak in nutritive qual it
grasses ar e either dor mant or I
including cool season pastures i
we l engt hen our grazing system
forage producti on gaps giving u
practiceoyerdr grazing.
Perhaps the way to think about it
= - 2 of pastures do you have, are they
species of |ichens and woody sﬁgglsgg.spt?rsgiuvreeds’?to %raqu?Het're.d
tallgrass prairie their home. erti lzer: Are you |ntere_sted bn
and grazing? Then managi ng for
These grasses that have |l ong waadramt eaasto;n ghiassdosmi et be for
environment were featured in atypaenef reppotrar @egubWwéshetd only i nc¢
by the USDA. A collection of maseprach usrkeoswead dt lgata ztimegse yst ems,
native grasses are more enfdatiicipamotfi tbani emprowenwi |l dlife habitat
cool season pastures such as f esadwmergenddbreocnoes.ystem by utilizing
destined to be here in the first i

Fun Facts from the Kansas Farm Food Con]

$KPPKJ >KHHOe SDE?D =NA PDA LQBBO KB SDEPA LNK@Q?A@ >
"HH PDA SDA=P CNKSJ EJ ,=J0=0 EJ = OEJCHA UA=N SKQH@ BEP EJ

*J -NANBNECAN=PEKJ @=UOé DKCO SANA D=NRACPDAO@ HJIQ D AE JB =PHE-®A= DBABSN? QERHAQ
?=1A PK >A PDA PN=@EPEKJ=H &=0OPAN B=RKNEPAE&

0JA ?KSDE@A ?=J LNK@Q?A AJKQCD HA=PDAN PK | =GA EAZ BKKP>=H}
5DA =RAN=CA ,=J0=0 @=ENU ?KS LNK@@ A®NA KkP@P=Ji EGFHHEHK JCG HHBEK JICE +
?KQNOA KB = PULE?=H UA=N&

DPPLOEO0OG=J0O=0B=NI BKK@?KJJA?PEKJEKNCIUO
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Cel ebrating 75 yearsw

H items of int
f Conservation

e
o]

re are s
und in t

A H Klaassen with his nepheWh®Rat¢aplyi ¢m @n ki H phorntoadiiBoMod he

of oats and sweet clover plINadteed Gf apistedlyidtglogB hbys ayoung boy was
rows . May 13, 1948 identified on the back of the picture
l et us know!
Linda
t
ol d C_onserv\%ggro%gr
Clip Art Auxiliary
The Ladies
formed i
County
organi z
in t he
usually
Superve
This or
l onger
promot e
education
mo st ik
changing :
demographics PLANNYING 1982 — Members of the Ladies Auxiliary are see n during
_adoltitionalb fgwrﬁjanﬁésﬁdﬁ!’orwaz From the left are Teresa Heise, Qeora
P 10 Cro¥rgbyu ; yn Shaffer, Lorene Willhite, Colleen Cheney, Wauneta
progr.ams>
e John Claassen — 26 Years
* John Templeton and Walter Woods — 20 Years
* Oliver Sontag, Blaine Bodecker, Vincent Vestring & Bruce Bodecker — 18
Years
* Ellsworth Willhite — 17 Years
* CC Cunningham, Homer Milbourn, Merton King, Walter Burress — 15 Years
* Richard Scott — 12 Years
. Supervisors in offig¢e the
* E E Jabes, Daryl Regier — 11 Years P
Listed are the Supervisofs who s
OLlodeoward—]_OYears the longest (current Sgperviso
. Burress and Richard Scot have n
* Ted Klaassen, A H Gish — 9 Years

Page 12
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1950, Eugene Payer,

Kans ass Bankeai

Butl er County Extension GAgaewdrddsispadpsanrmn
He urged the District to nominate |wort

the 1953 Annual Meeti ng, the first Kansas Bankers Associ ati ol
Bank. Awards went to James and John| Boy
Brown and I ra Houser.

Since 1953, 178 cooperators have recgivec
Conservation, 13 cooperators receilved
cooperators received awards for Wildllife
Wat er Quality, 1 award was for a Wilndbr
Stewardship.
Each year, a nominating committee made
County Commi ssi on, Farm Service Agency,
district representatives and the Butler
or more | andowners to recéadi veewatrhde Kan|sas
Jul vy, 1960, Kansas Gas and El ectric ( KG&E
mally Westar, now Evergy) gave a report to
servation District on the promotional progr
company had for conservation worKk. KG&E
d have an award dinner for al | cooperatol

r

had completed conservation plans on thei:
The Conservation District approved tf
to promote conservation work and coopera
he company on their efforts. In 1979 it
ed

r t hat 333 <cooperators had earned thi
d. These signs, although now hard to rea
still be seen across Butler County.
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