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CHAPTER 1 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

So, you want to live in the country! 
 

Are you a new resident to Butler County?  Are you contemplating buying a home in the country?  

Are you thinking about purchasing land?  Are you planning to build a new home in unincorporated 

areas of Butler County?  Well, this booklet is for you!   
 

Many of us want to live in the country.  We yearn for those wide-open spaces, the quiet-ness of 

living in the country, no neighbors close by and a place for our kids to play without worry.    
 

Rural living has its benefits, but it is important to realize (before you buy that land or country 

home) that living in the country is quite different than living in the city.  You and your family 

will be faced with many new challenges, responsibilities, chores, and in some cases, extra 

expenses for the privilege of living in the country.  In addition, some services that are available 

in the city may not always be readily available in the country.   
 

So, before you buy that piece of land or dream home in the country, do a little research, know 

what to expect and know what to look for.  In some cases, rural living may be more than what 

you bargained for.   

 

This booklet is provided to you to as an educational and informational resource.  The 

information is by no means complete, but it will give you the necessary references, connections 

and contacts to get you going in the right direction. 
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CHAPTER 2 

Rural Living Checklist for Land and House Hunting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This list is designed to help you ask the right questions when looking at property or homes in 

the country.  For additional information on the topics discussed below, refer to the following 

chapters in this booklet. 

 

 Is there a flood plain on the property?  Yes  No 

 Is/Will the home be served by a rural water district or a private well?     

 Rural Water Available  Private Well   Both 

 With an existing house, how old is the sewage treatment system?  Does it meet current 

County Code?  

  If building a home, what type of sewage system will I need to treat household wastewater?  

 Lagoon   Septic tank with laterals   Alternative System 

 How do I access the property?  Blacktop, dirt, gravel or sand roads?  Are the roads 

maintained? 

 What utilities are available?  

☺ Electricity  ______________ 

☺ Natural Gas  ______________ 

☺ Propane  ______________ 

☺ Telephone  ______________ 

☺ Cable   ______________ 

☺ Mail   ______________ 

☺ Water  _____________ 

☺ Trash   _____________ 

☺ Other   _____________ 

☺ Other   _____________ 

 

Property Address: 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________

_______ 
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 What school district is the property located in?  Will bus service be available? 

School District _________________  

 Are there any restrictive covenants or easements on the property?   Yes No 

List covenants or easements:  

_________________________________________________________________ 

 Where are the nearest emergency services located? _______________________ 

 What is surrounding land use?  Cropland, rangeland, livestock, other ____________ 

 Is the property impacted by noises or odor?  _____________________________ 

 Is there a creek or pond located on the site? _____________________________ 

 What direction does water flow off the property? _______________________ 

 What types of homes would be allowed on the site?   

Modular  Manufactured  Residential Designed Other _____________ 

 What kind of soils are located on the property?  ___________________________   

 What is the topography (slope, terrain) of the site?

 _______________________ 

 What type of vegetation is currently on site?

 ____________________________ 

 Do you know what to do if severe weather threatens? 

☺ Does/Will the home have a basement? 

☺ If no basement, where is the nearest shelter in case of severe weather? 

 How will I locate my home on the site, based on the above considerations? 
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CHAPTER 3 
 

ITEMS TO CONSIDER WHEN LOOKING AT PROPERTY 

 
Not all property that comes up for sale can have a home or building put on it.  Check 

with the Butler County Community Development Office before you purchase land to 

make sure that the property can be built on. 
 

Easements may require you to allow utility companies or others to dig, trench or install 

roads, water lines, sewer lines, electrical lines or telephone lines across your land.  

Typically on an easement, no permanent structures can be built. 
 

The property owner does not always own mineral rights.  Check the title policy to know 

what minerals may be located on the property, and who owns them. 
 

Don’t assume that a fence is located on the property line.  A professional survey is the 

only way to confirm where the true property boundaries lie.   

 
 

Water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In areas where no public water supply is available, the homeowner must drill a private 

well.  Some disadvantages of drilling your own well are that the quality and quantity of 

water can vary during the year.  Loss of electrical power will interrupt your supply of 

water from a well.  In addition, drilling a well does not guarantee you will find water.  

The Butler County Environmental Health Division strongly recommends that homeowners 

hook up to a Rural Water supply if possible.  If you choose to dig a well, it must be 25 

feet from property lines and 50 feet or more from any sources of contamination such as 

septic systems, lagoons, seepage pits, fertilizer or pesticide storage areas, feed lots or 

any other potential contamination sources.   
 

Refer to the fact sheets in Chapter 5 for more information on drinking water and water 

quality. 
 

 

 

 

 

Many parts of Butler County have access to a Rural Water 

District water supply.  In most cases, the City of El Dorado 

Water Treatment Plant sells treated water to the rural water 

districts.  Some parts of Western Butler County get water from 

the City of Augusta, Sedgwick or Harvey County.  Rural Water 

Districts charge homeowners for installing pipe from the nearest 

mainline to the home.  Contact the Rural Water District in your 

area to find out the cost of installing water lines to your home.   
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Electricity 
 

There are two electric companies, Westar Energy and Butler Rural Electric Cooperative 

that serve most of Butler County.  These two companies have lines throughout the 

County, and it will depend on where your home is as to who will be your electricity 

provider.   
 

Some items to consider if you are building a new home in the country: 

 

 Where is the nearest electrical pole?  If the area you are building in doesn’t have an 

electrical pole nearby, you may have to pay to have service 

 extended to your home site.  In addition, you may need to get 

 easements from other property owners in order to extend 

 electrical service to your property.  

 Rather than have electrical poles running through your  

property, you may want to consider burying your electrical  

lines.   

 Power outages may occur more frequently in rural areas.   

 

 

Natural Gas or Propane? 
 

Natural gas is available in certain areas where underground lines have been established 

in the county.  Kansas Gas Service provides gas service to some areas in the county.  If 

a natural gas line is close to your property, you may be able to hook onto it, but you will 

have to pay for the line from the main line to your home.   
 

Propane is another alternative for persons out in the country who do not have access to 

natural gas lines.  A propane tank is set up in the homeowner’s yard and a line is run from 

the tank to the house.  Rather than having a meter like you would for the natural gas 

line, a propane gas hauler comes to the  

house and fills your tank when it’s empty. 
 

The other alternative is to have all electric appliances. 
 

 

Telephone 
 

As with other services, you may have to pay to have a land line installed from the 

nearest main line to your property if you are building a new home in the country.   
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Mail and Packages 

 

The United States Postal Service delivers mail to rural homes 

through their rural delivery service, or you can get a post office box 

in town.  In most cases, if the home or land you are buying is on a 

mail route already, there will be no problem with establishing service 

to your new address.  You may want to check with the Post Office to 

assure that your mailbox meets their regulations on size and height.  

If you are building a new home where there isn’t an established 

route, check with the Post Office first to see if service can be 

extended to that area.       
 

The United Parcel Service, Roadway Package System, Federal Express, and other 

private mailing services will deliver to rural addresses but you may want to check with 

them to make sure before you have packages delivered to your country home.   

 

 

 

 

 

Newspaper Delivery 

 

Newspaper delivery is not always available in the country.  Check with your newspaper 

before assuming you can get delivery to your home in the country. 

 

 

Trash 

 

In most rural parts of Butler County, trash service is available.  Check the yellow pages 

under trash hauling for companies that collect trash and ask them about rural collection. 

Generally, if you are close to a town, trash haulers will pick up your trash. 

 

If trash service is not available, you will have to haul trash to the landfill 

yourself.  This can be rather inconvenient to the rural homeowner, not to 

mention having to store trash till one finds time to take it to the landfill 

when the landfill is open.  And there is more possibility of rodents or 

animals getting into your trash when it is not collected regularly.   

 

Burning trash in unincorporated areas of the county is still legal; however, you must call 

your fire department for a burn permit.  Trash burning is not recommended due to the 

fire hazard.  There are also environmental concerns with trash burning. 
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Recycling 

 

Recycling is available at the landfill and in most cities in  

Butler County.   Recycling reduces the amount of trash that 

goes into the landfill.   Items that can be recycled include  

newspapers, tin and aluminum cans, mixed paper, glass,  

cardboard and some plastic containers.   Contact the nearest city for recycling services, 

dates and times.  You can also contact the Butler County Solid Waste Coordinator at 

316-322-4127 for more information.  

http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/282/Recycling 
 

 

 

Composting 

 

In January 2002, a yard waste ban went into effect at the landfill. 

Leaves and grass clippings are acceptable in your regular trash; 

however, the Landfill requests you haul tree limbs, brush or other 

large vegetative items to the compost site at the landfill, or compost 

at home.  Contact K-State Research and Extension office for more 

information on home composting.  You can also contact the Butler 

County Solid Waste Coordinator at 316-322-4127 for more 

information.  Website on making and using compost at home: 

https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF1053.pdf 
  

Household Hazardous Waste 
 

Household wastes such as motor oil, antifreeze, 

batteries, paint, paint thinners, lawn and garden  

chemicals and household cleaners are considered  

hazardous waste and should not be disposed of in  

your regular trash.  A Household Hazardous Waste  

Facility is located on the east side of the Butler County Landfill at SW 40th and Boyer 

Road (access at 4295 SW Kickapoo Road). Butler County residents can use the facility 

for free to dispose of any unused or unwanted household hazardous materials.  The 

facility is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5 PM and Saturday from 8:30 

AM to 2:30 PM.  Call 316-322-4127 for more information.  

Website:  http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/284/HHW-Household-Hazardous-Waste 
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Sewage 

 

Sewage is not something we like to think about, 

but it must be addressed.  Rural homeowners 

don’t have a lot of options when it comes to 

sewage disposal.  Unless you are close enough to a 

town that will extend their sewer lines into a 

small development, you are faced with handling 

your sewage with a lagoon or septic system.  In 

many parts of Butler County, the soil is not 

suitable for septic systems due to high clay 

content.  In order to have a lagoon, the rural 

property must be at least 5 acres.   

 

Maintenance is another issue with on-site sewage systems.  Many times, after a system 

is completed, maintenance is not thought about until the homeowner starts having 

problems, such as sewage backing up into the house.  Refer to Chapter 5 for fact sheets 

on lagoon and septic system maintenance.  Butler County Environmental Division 

Website:    http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/318/Planning-Zoning 

 

 

 

Roads 

 

When living in the rural setting, you will most likely be  

driving township roads with dirt, gravel or sand surfaces.   

These roads are often rough, so don’t expect to be able to  

drive on them as you would a blacktop road.  When it  

rains, some roads will be impassable due to the mud  

surface or flash flooding.  And don’t expect your cars to stay clean! 

 

Butler County is divided into townships.  Each township is 36 square miles.  Each 

township has a township board that is responsible for road repair and maintenance on 

roads not maintained by the County or State.    
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Money for road maintenance is provided through Butler County.  In most                        

cases, money the townships receive each year is limited, so they cannot do a lot of extra 

road repair and work.  If you have problems with plugged culverts, ditches that don’t 

drain, roads that need maintenance, etc. call one of your township trustees for 

assistance.  Website for township officials: 

http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/266 

 

Before establishing a driveway to your new home, check with the Butler County Public 

Works Department and your township official.  You may not be able to put a driveway 

right where you want to.   Factors that determine driveway access include whether the 

road is paved or not, how much traffic uses the road, drainage factors, etc.  Paved roads 

are classified as arterials for high-speed travel and therefore, your access might be 

limited.  Culverts are required when establishing a driveway over a ditch.  The Public 

Works Department can assist you in determining what size the culvert should be for the 

water that flows through the ditch during rainfall events.    Butler County Public Works 

Website:  http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/327/Public-Works 
 

 

Extreme weather conditions may create difficult driving conditions in the country.  Rain 

or melting snow can make usually good roads impassable.   

Floodwaters can temporarily close roads not to mention washing all  

the sand or gravel off.  You may not be able to get out for a day or 

two if floodwaters make roads impassable. Drifting snow can 

also make roads impassable.  Township equipment will not open your  

driveway for you.  In fact, they may grade your driveway shut when 

opening the road.     
 

 

In the summer, dust can be a problem on unpaved roads.  You may not like dust drifting 

into your yard every time a car drives by.   
 

 

 

Most township road intersections don’t have stop signs, yield signs or other 

traffic control devices such as railroad crossing lights, so extra caution 

should be used when traveling.  Bridges are narrower.  Slow moving farm 

vehicles and equipment travel township roads to get to their fields.  You 

may also see an increase in vehicle maintenance costs due to more flat 

tires, front-end alignments, etc.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/266
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School buses travel only on roads designated as  

school bus routes by the school district.  Check to 

make sure that your school district has a bus route 

out to your home.   
 
 

Emergency Services 
 

Emergency services in the city are usually very prompt.  In the country; however, this 

can be a different story.  Volunteers provide many of our emergency services in the 

country.  This adds time onto an emergency run.  If you live in a secluded or hard to 

reach area, it may take even longer.  If your driveway is narrow or has a bridge or 

culvert under it that won’t support large equipment (such as a fire truck), or if trees or 

other hazards are in the way, emergency personnel may not be able to get to  

you at all.  Keep these things in mind when looking at property.   
 

 

Fire Departments – Butler County is served by a total of 9 Butler County Fire Districts, 

4 City Fire departments, 1 Cowley County Fire District, 1 Consolidated Fire District, and 

Frontier El Dorado Refinery Fire Department in El Dorado. With the exception of El 

Dorado, Rose Hill, Augusta and Andover, every city has volunteer fire departments.  

This means that when you dial 9-1-1, volunteers are paged and must drive to the fire 

station before they get into the fire truck to make their way to your home.  Another 

issue you must take into consideration is water supply.  There are no fire hydrants in 

the county, thus fire departments have to haul their own water supply to put out fires.  

Website for Butler County Fire Districts: 

http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/258/Fire-Departments 

http://www.bucoks.com/204/Non-Emergency-Contact-Info 

 

Ambulance – Butler County Emergency Medical Services (BCEMS) provides ambulance 

service for all Butler County.  BCEMS normally operates five 24-hour Advanced Life 

Support (ALS) medic units from four EMS stations located around the county. If 

needed, BCEMS has the potential of operating up to eight ALS medic units.  Each unit is 

normally staffed with two EMS professionals, at least one of which is a Kansas certified 

Paramedic.  These crews work 24-hour shifts (8:00 am to 8:00 am) and are divided into 

five teams across three duty shifts.  All total, the operations fleet of Butler County 

EMS consists of eight ambulances, four rapid response vehicles, and two mass casualty 

support vehicles.   

Website:  http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/242/Emergency-Medical-Service 
 

 

Law Enforcement - Normally, people think of country living as a good place to raise their 

kids and get away from all the crime in the city.  Even so, crime and vandalism do occur 

in rural areas.  You must still take precautions to protect yourself, your family and your 

property.   
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The County Sheriff has jurisdiction in unincorporated areas of Butler 

County.  In some cases, if you are close to a town that has a police officer, 

they will assist in an emergency. 
 

Keep in mind that in the city, police protection covers square blocks.  In the country, 

the county sheriff’s area covers square miles.  Report any unusual activity, crimes, 

burglaries or thefts to the County Sheriff.  For emergencies, dial 911.  To report a 

crime that is a non-emergency, call 316-320-1294.  The office number is 316-322-4254 

or 1-866-484-5924.     

Website:  http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/384/Sheriff 
 

Floodplains 
 

Construction in a floodplain is very restrictive.  The Butler County Community 

Development Office has the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) floodplain 

maps for Butler County.  Floodplain maps were developed to help planners, homeowners 

and others determine whether a property in question is in a floodplain or floodway.  

Homes in these areas can be insured through the National Flood Insurance Program, but 

insurance rates will be higher.  Butler County does not allow construction in a floodway.  

Construction is allowed in the flood plain but more strict regulations are put in place to 

assure that the home and any other structures are protected from floodwaters. 

Websites:   

http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/1374    

https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program 

http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/dwr/floodplain/mapping 

http://maps.bucoks.com/depts/regdeeds/disclaimer.htm 
 

Soils 
 

Soils in Butler County vary from rocky in the eastern portion to clayey in the western 

portion with just about everything in-between.  When  

purchasing land, building a home or buying a home in the  

country, it is good to know what soil types you are dealing  

with on the property.  For instance, you wouldn’t want to  

buy property in the Flint Hills if you plan to till the land and  

plant crops.  Some soils have limiting factors such as bedrock close to the surface, slow 

permeability, high erosion potential, etc. 
   

A soil survey can tell you what type of soil(s) are found on site, how deep the soil is before you 

hit rock, whether the soil is suitable for a septic system, lagoon, basement, foundation or pond, 

provides information on drainage or how fast water moves through a particular soil type and 

what type of trees or crops will grow best in that particular soil.  Soils information for all of 

Butler County is on line using the Web Soil Survey. The website is 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/.  Refer to Chapter 6, USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service for information on how to use the application.  

 

 

http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/1374
https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/dwr/floodplain/mapping
http://maps.bucoks.com/depts/regdeeds/disclaimer.htm
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/
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Drainage 
 

Drainage can be a big problem in many areas of Butler County.  Many times, drainage is 

not a problem when we first move to a site, but when additional homes are built, more 

drainage problems can occur.  It is not always clear that drainage can be a problem 

because many times when we are looking at property, we don’t go when it’s raining.  A 

topographic map, available from the local Natural Resources Conservation Service, is a 

good resource to determine how and where water flows from a property.    The United 

States Geological Survey has topographic maps online.  Website:  

https://store.usgs.gov/maps or https://www.topoquest.com/find.php#mapname. 
 

Some key items to look for when purchasing property:   
 

☺ Look for low spots where water sets. 

☺ Look for vegetation that you normally associate with wetlands or swampy areas. 

☺ Look for ditches or low areas where water will run to during a heavy rainfall. 

☺ Look at surrounding land-does it slope towards your property or away from your 

property?   
 

Now, imagine your house located on this site and try to determine how this will affect 

the drainage around the site. 

 

 

Ponds 

 

Many homeowners are interested in having a pond on their property.  Ponds can add 

value to a property, but they could also become a liability.  Your insurance may be 

considerably higher if a pond is constructed on your property.  You could be held liable 

if an accident occurs at your pond as well.  In addition, some ponds will require federal 

or state permits before construction begins, depending on their size.  Some items to 

consider: 
 

You will need 30 to 50 acres of drainage area above the pond, depending on the type of 

pond you construct, to fill up the pond once completed.   
 

Land area requirement: The land area requirement is dependent on several factors such 

as topography, drainage, soils, type of pond, etc.  As a rule of thumb, you will need at 

least 20 acres to be able to construct a pond on your property.   
 

Remember, you cannot back up water on another person’s property without written 

approval from that property owner.  Websites for more information:   

http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/dwr-ws-fact-sheets/fish-pond-

construction.pdf?sfvrsn=4 or 

http://nrcspad.sc.egov.usda.gov/DistributionCenter/product.aspx?ProductID=115 

 

https://store.usgs.gov/maps
https://www.topoquest.com/find.php#mapname
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/dwr-ws-fact-sheets/fish-pond-construction.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/dwr-ws-fact-sheets/fish-pond-construction.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://nrcspad.sc.egov.usda.gov/DistributionCenter/product.aspx?ProductID=115
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Weeds 
 

Kansas has a noxious weed law that requires all persons who own or supervise land in 

Kansas to control and eradicate all weeds declared noxious by legislative action.  Control 

is defined as preventing the production of viable seed and the vegetative spread of the 

plant. 

 

The most common noxious weeds found in Butler County are Field 

Bindweed, Sericea Lespedeza, Musk Thistle and Johnson Grass. 

Other noxious weeds that have been found in Butler County in small 

infestations are Canada Thistle, Quackgrass, and Hoary Cress.  

 

The Butler County Weed Department (316-321-5190) can help you identify noxious 

weeds.  They provide herbicides at reduced prices to help you control any infestations 

you may have.  Remember, any time you use chemicals, you have the responsibility to 

protect our groundwater and surface water sources.  Read and follow all label directions 

and practice safety when working with chemicals.   Keep a safe distance from wells and 

surface water.   

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/313/Noxious-Weed 
 

Wildlife  
 

You will probably see more wildlife in the country than  

you did in the city.  Wildlife in Butler County include  

skunks, opossums, raccoons, deer, coyotes, turkey,  

pheasant, quail, fox, badgers, geese and ducks, to name  

a few.  Wildlife are fun to watch but remember, they  

are wild creatures and should be treated as such.   
 

Wildlife pose dangers in a couple ways.  For instance, skunks are known to carry rabies.  

If you see a skunk (or any wild animal) acting unusual, such as a nocturnal animal walking 

around during the daytime, do not approach the animal.  Animal bites are handled 

through the Butler County Health Department at 316-321-3400 or 1-800-940-6083.      
 

Another way wildlife pose a danger is crossing roadways.  They can 

do serious damage to your vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.ksda.gov/plant_protection/content/349/cid/895
http://www.ksda.gov/plant_protection/content/349/cid/583
http://www.ksda.gov/plant_protection/content/349/cid/897
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Kansas is known for good hunting, so expect to see more traffic, 

hear gunshots and see hunters during the hunting season in rural 

areas.  Hunters do not have the right to hunt on your property unless 

you give them the right to do so.  If trespassing occurs, or you 

suspect illegal hunting activities, contact your local Kansas 

Department of Wildlife and Parks conservation officer.  If you can, 

get a license tag number if the hunters leave the area before an 

officer arrives.    Website:  http://ksoutdoors.com/ 

 

 

 

 

Pets 
 

 

Having a pet or pets is fun and rewarding but along with pet ownership 

comes the responsibility to take care of that pet.    If you have pets, 

provide food, shelter and a fenced in area for them.  Make sure your pets 

have all the necessary shots (such as rabies), as required.   

 

Sometimes, pet owners decide they don’t want their pet anymore and go out into a rural 

area to dump it off to fend for itself.  This usually results in the pet being run over by a 

car, getting shot, getting killed by a wild animal or starving to death.  If the pet is lucky, 

some other homeowner will take it in, but this is usually not the case.   
 

The Butler County Animal Control Program was established in Butler County by 

Resolution #98-87.  Complaints regarding stray, nuisance or vicious dogs should be 

directed to the Animal Control Officer at 316-322-4325.   The Sheriff’s Office (316-

322-4254) is responsible for calls pertaining to livestock, exotic animals, and animal 

cruelty.  The Health Department (316-321-3400) is responsible for calls pertaining to 

animal bites.  After hours calls are taken by Butler County Sheriff Dispatch (316-320-

1294) and distributed to the appropriate department.  Note:  Incorporated cities will 

have their own animal control contacts.   

 

 

Farm animals – There are restrictions on the kind and 

Number of livestock you can have on 3 acres or less. 

Contact Butler County Community Development Department 

At 316-322-4325 for more information.            
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Weather 

 

Weather occurs everywhere, but you will probably notice it more in the rural 

environment.   
 

Some things to consider about weather when living in the country: 
 

 In the city, you are protected from wind by other houses  

and trees.  In the country, you may not have this protection.   

 Straight-line winds during thunderstorms can cause as much damage as a tornado.   

 Lawn furniture, grills, garbage cans, children’s toys and similar items are more 

likely to be blown away in the country. 

 Along with the wind comes dust.  Dust will come from roads and farm fields.  In 

the winter, the wind can whip snow into deep drifts around your home.   

 Tornadoes are always a threat in Kansas.   

o In the city, when tornadic activity approaches, warning sirens are sounded 

to alert people of upcoming danger.  In the country, there are no sirens.  

o  It is your responsibility to watch the weather and take the necessary 

precautions to assure your own safety.   

o A weather radio is a good investment.  A weather radio will warn you of 

severe weather in the area and give you extra time to take shelter. 

o When buying a home, check to make sure there is adequate shelter for use 

during severe weather.  A small, reinforced room in the center of the 

basement is the best shelter.   If there isn’t a basement, consider putting 

in an underground shelter adjacent to the home. 

o When building a home, include building a storm shelter for you and your 

family’s safety.  Also consider additional reinforcement of trusses, roofs, 

etc. to provide even more protection against strong winds and tornadoes. 
 

 Townships are not responsible for removing snow from your driveway.  Keep this 

in mind when you are looking at property.  You may be stuck if you do not have a 

snow blower or good neighbor with a tractor to clear your drive.   
 

 When it rains, flooding of roads and low-lying areas is a common occurrence in the 

country.  You may not be able to get out for several hours or several days, 

depending on your location to major rivers, creeks and tributaries.   

 

o Never walk through flowing water.  Six inches of moving water can knock 

you off your feet. 

 

o Do not drive through a flooded area.  “Turn Around, Don’t Drown” 
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The weather can play havoc on utilities, especially electrical services.  In the 

country, if your electricity goes off, you may not get it turned back on for several 

hours.  If you rely on a water well for household water, you won’t have any water 

during that time either.  During winter weather, your mail may not be delivered if the 

mail carrier can’t get through.  When your electricity goes off, call your electrical 

supplier to alert them of the outage. 

 

 Utility companies do their best to restore service to rural areas as quick as they 

can.  Even so, prompt service will not always occur because of the extent of line 

damage or damage in several areas.  When living in the country, patience is a good 

virtue. 
 

Website for Disaster Preparedness:  http://www.ready.gov/ 

Website for Weather:  http://www.weather.gov/ict/ 

To get involved locally:  http://www.bucoks.com/222/Community-Emergency-Response-Team-CERT 

 

Easements and Rights of Way 

 

There may be existing easements on land you wish to purchase that are not visually 

apparent.  Easements give another party, such as a utility company or pipeline, the right 

to install, repair or replace a pipeline, electrical line, water line, or other facility or 

utility on your property.   

 

There are 6 watershed districts in Butler County with 120 watershed dams built with 

federal or state funding.   All these dams have easements for control of any waters in, 

over, upon or through the structure together with any waters that are impounded, 

stored or detained by the structure.   In addition, breach routes below watershed 

structures prohibit the building of homes or buildings.  Contact the Watershed District 

Office for additional information on watershed easements and breach routes at 316-

320-3549.     
 

In Butler County, no permanent structures 

can be placed on an easement.  This may 

reduce the amount of property you would 

have to construct a home or other building, 

or prevent you from building where you 

want to.  When considering buying a 

property, be sure to check for easements.  

A title search is helpful.   Also check with 

Butler County Community Development.   

 

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/503/Zoning-Regulations 
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Hazardous Materials 

 

Hazardous materials travel across Butler County every day by way of train, truck, 

tractor and automobile.  In the country, you will see anhydrous ammonia tanks being 

transported to and from farm fields by  

truck and tractor.  Large field sprayers  

carrying pesticides move from field to 

field and farm to farm.  Farmers  

transport large gas or diesel tanks on  

the back of their trucks for fueling  

tractors and other equipment.    

 

Rail cars and semi trucks carry hazardous materials 

across the county.  Would you know what to do or who 

to call if an accident occurs?    For emergencies, always 

call 911.   They will contact other agencies who need to 

be involved with cleanup or emergency response. 
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CHAPTER 4 
 

LIVING WITH YOUR AGRICULTURAL NEIGHBORS 
 

For farmers and ranchers, getting their crops sown and harvested 

and tending to their livestock is how they make their living. 
 

Most non-agricultural people work the hours of 8 AM to 5 PM.   Your 

agricultural neighbors, on the other hand, may head to the field at 6 

AM to work farm ground or tend to livestock and they may not 

return home until 10 PM at night.   During their planting and harvest 

seasons, it’s not likely they will take the weekend off either.   
 

Farming activities produce noise, odor, increased vehicle traffic, 

dust, pollen and mold spores.  These activities may not suit your 

personal lifestyle and could be detrimental to your health if you 

suffer from allergies or asthma.   

 

If you have a farmer for a neighbor in the country, here’s what to expect:   
 

 During the spring and summer and during planting and harvest seasons, there will be 

trucks and trailers parked along the road, slow moving combines and tractors moving 

from field to field and farmers burning wheat stubble or rangeland.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Your closest neighbors could also be the four-legged kind.  Cattle, sheep, horses, 

pigs, chickens and other farm animals create manure and noise.  Typically, manure is 

used as a fertilizer on the farmer’s  

fields.  If you happen to be adjacent  

to a field that is spread with manure,  

you can expect odor and even an increase  

in flies until the manure is worked into the soil. 
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 Keep in mind that farm animals do break out of fences and might decide to check out 

your new landscaping project or taste the garden fare.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Remember that some farm animals can be dangerous. 

 

 Land preparation, harvesting and planting can create  

large amounts of dust, especially during dry and windy  

conditions. 

 

 Burning stubble or rangeland creates a lot of smoke and odor.  Ashes from burned 

stubble or rangeland will fall on neighboring properties.   

 

 Fertilizers, herbicides and other chemicals are used extensively in farming and 

ranching operations.  Wind may drift these chemicals onto neighboring properties.  

In addition, there is always that chance of an accidental spill.   
 

 Persons with asthma or allergies may need to be more cautious and aware of the 

farming and ranching activities surrounding them for health reasons.    
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Glossary of Agriculture Terms 

 

Acre – 1 acre equals 43,560 square feet.  An acre is 208 ¾ feet by 208 ¾ feet.  A 

section of land (1 mile square) is 640 acres.   

 

Anhydrous Ammonia – Carried in tanks, usually white and capsule 

shaped. Farmers use anhydrous ammonia as a fertilizer on their 

fields. 

Cattle 

 Bull – male 

Calf – the young of the cow.  Calves are usually  

weaned from the cow at 400 – 600 pounds. 

Cow – female 

Heifer – a young cow that has not had a calf 

 Steer – a “fixed” or former male  

 Stocker – a 500 to 750 pound calf 
 

Beef cattle weigh approximately 1,100 pounds when sent to market.  The Flint Hills in 

Eastern Butler County provides excellent rangeland for beef cattle.   

 

Chicken 

 Hen – female 

 Rooster – male 

 Chick – young chicks 

 Pullets – young chicks that are ready to start laying 

 Broilers – grown for meat 

 

 

Combine – A farm machine which combines the processes of heading, 

threshing and cleaning grain while harvesting it in the field. 

 

 

 

 

Corn, Milo, Sorghum, Soybeans – Planted from early May to June.   

Harvested in the fall. 

 

Cotton – A relatively new crop to Butler County.  Planted from May to June and 

harvested in late fall or winter. 
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Goat 

 Doe – female  

 Billy or Buck – male  

 Kids – the young of the doe 

 

 

Hay – Alfalfa, brome, clover, native grass and the like, that is cut and dried and then 

baled and stored in a barn or along the edge of a field. 

 

Horse 

 Mare – female  

 Stallion or Stud– male  

 Colt – young male  

 Filly – young female  

 Gelding – a “fixed” or former male 

 

Noxious Weed – Weeds that are declared noxious by Butler County.  All persons who 

own or supervise land in Kansas are required to control noxious weeds. 

  

Pasture – Grass or herbage that cattle or other grazing domesticated animals eat.  May 

consist of native grasses such as Big or Little Bluestem or introduced grasses such as 

brome or fescue. 

 

Rabbit 

 Doe – female  

 Buck – male 

 

 

Range – A row of townships, six miles in width, between two successive meridian lines. 

 

Rangeland – The Flint Hills in Eastern Butler County is an excellent example of 

rangeland.  Typically, rangeland consists of grasses native to the area.  In many cases, 

these areas have never been broken out for raising crops. 

 

Riparian – Pertaining to the banks of a creek or river.  A riparian zone is the area of 

land adjacent to the creek or river. 

 

Section – an area of land, one-mile square, containing 640 acres and constituting 1/36 of 

a township. 
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Sheep 

 Ewe – female  

 Ram – male  

 Lamb – the young of the ewe 

 Wether – a “fixed” or former male 

 

Slow Moving Vehicles – Tractors and/or tractors pulling farm machinery, combines, or 

any other farm related machinery use state, county or township roads.  These vehicles 

move slowly and will not be able to get out of your way quickly, especially when the 

machinery is pulling a large implement.   

 

Swine 

 Sow – female  

 Boar – male 

 Piglet – baby pig 

 Gilt – a young female 

 Barrow – a “fixed” or former male  

 

Township – A unit of area in surveys of lands, six miles square, subdivided into 36 

sections of one square mile each.  

  

Tractor – Used for fieldwork such as plowing, disking, sowing, baling hay, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watershed – An area of land that drains water to a common downhill point such as a 

river, lake, creek or stream. 

 

Wetland – An area of land that remains wet for a period of days and supports wetland 

vegetation.  
 

Wheat – Sown in the fall and harvested from late May to July.  
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Butler County 

Community Development Department 

121 South Gordy, Suite 202 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-322-4325  

http://www.bucoks.com/324/Applications 

Filing Fees - http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/197 

 

Requirements, Regulations and Building Codes 
 

The following information is provided to help you determine the steps you’ll need to take 
when you purchase property and build a home or other permanent structure on the 
property: 

 

In order to build or build onto a home, build an accessory building (such as a garage or 
swimming pool), build a commercial building, place a single-wide or double-wide 
manufactured home, construct a lagoon or septic system, or drill a water-well, one needs a 
permit from the Butler County Planning and Zoning/Community Services Department. 
After the permit application has been received, we will do an inspection. If construction 
has proceeded before the permit has been issued, the permit will cost quadruple the normal 
amount. The permit application needs to be filled out completely and accurately in order to 
avoid delays in the inspection process. You are responsible for contacting the Rural Water 
District and finding out locations of water lines near your property as well as the location 
of any easements (such as for utilities or petroleum pipelines) running through your 
property. The following are some of the things that you need to know and answers to 
commonly asked questions. This sheet is not a comprehensive summary of the Butler 
County Zoning Regulations and/or the Butler County Sanitary Code and should not be 
construed as such. 

 

Setback Requirements - All structures must be a certain distance from the front, side, 
and rear property lines. If your property is on a comer, the two road-facing sides are 
considered front yards. Ask for a setback schedule showing the requirements categorized 
by acreage. 
 

Single-Wide Manufactured Homes – A single wide home may be placed only on land 
zoned MH – Manufactured Housing; to replace an existing single-wide; and for farm help 
on forty (40) or more acres zoned AG – Agriculture.  The permit fee is $150.00.* 
 

Double-Wide Manufactured Homes - Double-wide manufactured homes, manufactured 
after June 15th 1976, can be placed anywhere that a site constructed home is allowed. It is a 
State of Kansas requirement that these types of homes be placed on a permanent 
foundation built to Uniform Building Code Standards. The permit fee is $200.00.* 
 

Site-Constructed Homes – Homes must be built to Butler County Building codes.   The 
permit fee is $150.00.* 
 

 
 

http://www.bucoks.com/324/Applications
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Commercial Buildings - A commercial building is any building used for commercial 
purposes. The applicant will have gone through the process of obtaining a conditional use 
permit, which is necessary if one wants to operate a business in the unincorporated areas of 
Butler County.  The permit fee is based on valuation. 
 
Water-Wells – It is strongly recommended that homeowners hook up to Rural Water if 
possible. If you cannot, or choose to dig a well, it must be 50 feet from any sources of 
contamination such as septic systems, lagoons, sewer lines, pit privies, seepage pits, fuel or 
fertilizer storage areas, pesticide storage areas, feed lots, or any other potential sources of 
pollution or contamination. One may want to consider a house and any accessory buildings 
as sources of pollution. For example, one may find it necessary to treat a house for termites 
in the future. Wells must be 25 feet or more from the nearest property line and must be 
disinfected before using.  The permit fee is $100.00.* 
 

Septic Systems - One must have at least three acres in order to install a septic system. A 
soil percolation test must be performed and passed successfully to obtain approval for a 
septic system.  Septic systems must be 50 feet away from all surface waters such as streams, 
lakes, wetlands, and ponds. All parts of the septic system and lateral field must be at least 
25 feet away from adjoining property lines and potable water lines (you are responsible for 
contacting the Rural Water District, if any, and having the water line location staked). The 
initial inspection will consist of an inspector examining the staked site and checking 
required distances to the aforementioned entities. A final inspection is required after 
construction is complete and before the lateral field is covered with soil. Ask for a copy of 
minimum requirements for more information and specifications. The permit fee is 
$200.00.* If you are replacing a failing system - $75.00*. 
 

Waste Stabilization Ponds (Lagoons) - One must have at least five acres in order to 
construct a lagoon. Lagoons require three inspections. The first is for site approval, which 
will be performed after the four comers of the inside of the lagoon's berm have been 
staked. The second inspection is performed after construction to ensure that the lagoon has 
been built to specifications. A common problem in some areas of Butler County are rocks. 
You must communicate to your contractor that rocks on the lagoon's berm are 
unacceptable. The third inspection will be performed after the lagoon has been fenced and 
seeded with grass. The use of the lagoon is prohibited until after the final inspection and 
concurrent approval.  A lagoon must be 50 feet from the house it is servicing, 100 feet 
from all property lines, including public right-of-ways, 50 feet from all water wells, 25 feet 
from potable water lines (you are responsible for contacting the Rural Water District, if 
any, and having the water line location staked), and 50 feet from all surface waters such as 
streams, lakes, wetlands, and ponds. When considering the site of the lagoon, one should 
keep in mind that nothing should be constructed as to block the prevailing southwest 
winds from reaching the surface of the lagoon. Wind action is necessary and vital for 
proper lagoon functioning. For example, unpleasant odors could result without proper 
wind action. Ask for a copy of minimum requirements for more information and 
specifications. The permit fee is $200.00.*   For replacement of a failing system - $75.00*. 
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Common Violations of the Butler County Zoning Regulations and Sanitary Code-- 
The following are some of the most common causes of landowners being issued a violation 
letter and/or being prosecuted by the County Attorney. Illegal dumping of trash, dumping 
trash down riverbanks, operating a junkyard or salvage operation without proper County 
and State permits, unfenced lagoons, sewage surfacing from failing septic systems, junk or 
inoperable vehicles in excess of two, having a single-wide mobile home in addition to an 
existing dwelling, use of a single-wide mobile home for other than a dwelling, living in a 
recreational vehicle or camper, livestock on less than three acres, portable signs, storage of 
waste tires, building without a permit, having more than four adult dogs without a kennel 
license and running a business without a conditional use permit. If any violations of the 
Butler County Zoning Regulations and/or the Butler County Sanitary Code are discovered 
during any construction authorization inspection, you will be issued a violation letter and 
your application will not be considered until the violation is abated. When a violation is 
discovered during an inspection or at any other time, the violation will be photographed 
and a violation letter mailed to the record landowner of the property where the violation 
exists. Approximately 30 days after receiving the letter, the property will be re-inspected. If 
a violation still exists, the case will be turned over to the County Attorney for prosecution. 
It is easier to avoid violations beforehand by keeping your property in compliance. 

 

* Permit Fees are Subject to Change. 
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Website:   http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF2179.pdf 
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http://www.bucoks.com/284/HHW-Household-Hazardous-Waste 
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http://www.bucoks.com/283/E-Waste-Electronic-Waste 



 37 

 
 

http://www.bucoks.com/285/Recycle-Trailer-Program 
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PIPELINE SAFETY AND AWARENESS 
 

Several pipelines criss-cross Butler County.  These pipelines carry oil and natural gas.  

Any leak in a pipeline can have serious environmental impacts.  The quicker a pipeline leak 

is reported, the sooner authorities can get to the site to fix the leak and minimize 

damage to the environment and safety hazards to humans and animals. 
 

Markers identify pipelines that run through Butler County.  These markers help identify 

the approximate location of the pipeline.  The markers list the commodity transported, 

the company name and a 24-hour telephone number.  Look for these markers: 
 

 

 

How to Identify a Pipeline Release: 

 Sight:         

 

  Accumulation of petroleum products on the ground. 

  A dense white cloud or fog. 

  A spot of discolored or dead vegetation. 

  A rainbow colored sheen on the surface of water. 

  Fire and smoke if the petroleum product has ignited. 
 

 Sound:        

 

Listen for unusual noises - a slight hiss to a roaring sound, depending on the 

magnitude of the leak. 
 

 Smell:             

 

Any strange or unusual odor can be an indication of a leak.  Each petroleum 

product has its own characteristics. 

 

For more information, contact the Kansas Pipeline Association:  http://kpa-awareness.com/home 

http://kpa-awareness.com/home
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Website:  http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF935.pdf 

Also see “Plugging Cisterns, Cesspools, Septic Tanks and Other Holes”  

http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF2246.pdf 

http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF935.pdf
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Website:  http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF2396.pdf 
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Website for certified water testing labs:   

http://public1.kdhe.state.ks.us/labaccredit/labaccredit.nsf/frmfrontend?openform 



 53 
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Website:  http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF2290.pdf
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CHAPTER 6 

REFERENCES 
 

Access Kansas- Official State of Kansas Website – http://www.kansas.gov/ 
 

Aerial Photos, Maps - See USDA Farm Services Agency or visit the Butler County GIS 

Website at http://www.bucoks.com/298/Mapping-GIS 

Topographic Maps - https://www.topoquest.com/find.php#mapname                                 

or https://store.usgs.gov/maps 

 

Animal Control – For complaints regarding stray, nuisance  

and vicious dogs, contact the Animal Control Officer at  

316-322-4325. For calls pertaining to livestock, exotic  

animals and animal cruelty, contact the Butler County  

Sheriff at 316-322-4254.  Animal bites are handled by  

the Butler County Health Department, 316-321-3400.   

Incorporated cities will have their own animal control. 
 

Blue-Green Algae - Some blue-green algae produce toxins that could pose a health risk to 

people and animals when they are exposed to them in large enough quantities, yet the mere 

presence of blue-green algae is not a cause for alarm.   For more information on blue-green 

algae, refer to these websites: 

http://www.kdheks.gov/algae-illness/ 

http://www.kdheks.gov/algae-illness/download/Jar_Test.pdf 

 

Building Permits – See Butler County Community Development Department. 
 

Butler County Website – www.bucoks.com 
 

Butler County Board of Commissioners 

Butler County Courthouse 

205 West Central 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-322-4300 

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/115/Board-of-County-Commissioners 

County Commissioners meet on Mondays and Tuesdays of each week at the Butler County 

Courthouse.  Meetings are open to the public.  Concerned citizens are encouraged to speak 

at these meetings and time is allotted for public comment.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bucoks.com/298/Mapping-GIS
https://www.topoquest.com/find.php#mapname
http://www.kdheks.gov/algae-illness/
http://www.kdheks.gov/algae-illness/download/Jar_Test.pdf
http://www.bucoks.com/
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Butler County Community Development Department 

121 South Gordy, Suite 202 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-322-4325  

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/318/Planning-Zoning 
 

Permits are required for any construction activity such as building a house, putting up a 

barn, building or other structure, repairing or installing a septic system or lagoon, and 

requesting zoning changes.  Complaints on zoning violations and other development or 

environmental issues should be directed to this agency.  They also are responsible for calls 

pertaining to stray, nuisance and vicious dogs.   
 

If you are buying or selling a house, you will need to contact the Community Development 

Department for an inspection of your septic system and water well, if you have them, to 

assure they meet county regulations. They are also responsible for inspections of septic 

systems and water wells.  Flood plain maps are available for review at this office. 

 

 

 

Butler County Conservation District 

2503 Enterprise, Suite B 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-320-3549 

Websites:   

https://www.butlercountyconservationdistrictks.com  

http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/division-of-conservation 
 

Conservation districts are grassroots organizations that provide local leadership and 

direction on conservation issues and concerns.  Conservation Districts encourage voluntary 

cooperation in protecting our natural resources.   
 

 

The Non-Point Source Pollution Control and Water Resources Cost Share Programs are 

managed through the Butler County Conservation District.  Cost share is available to 

eligible applicants for plugging abandoned water wells, water well improvement, repairing 

failing septic systems, establishing waterways, terraces, pasture, range and hayland 

plantings, filter strips, tree planting, spring developments, riparian and wetland protection 

and installing livestock waste storage structures.   Educational materials and information 

are available through the Conservation District.  District staff can also come and speak to 

your group or organization.   
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Butler County Department of Emergency Management  

2100 North Ohio Street, Suite B 

Augusta   KS   67010 

316-733-9796 

For Emergencies, Dial 911 

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/206/Emergency-Management 

 

This office is in charge of planning, preparing and coordinating emergency teams for 

natural and man-made disasters that could occur in Butler County.  Disasters include 

tornadoes, floods and hazardous materials spills or releases.  Butler County Emergency 

Management is responsible for the reporting of spills to the State of Kansas, the primary 

contact for securing the services of the Butler County Hazardous Materials Team and the 

venue for collection of fees associated with the cost of clean ups.  Emergency Management 

is the administrative arm of the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC).  LEPC is 

responsible for tracking and reporting hazardous materials in Butler County.   

 

 

Butler County Health Department 

206 North Griffith 

El Dorado   KS  67042 

316-321-3400 

1-800-940-6083  

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/260/Health 

The Health Department performs such things as child vaccinations and addressing health 

related issues.  They are responsible for calls pertaining to animal bites.  They also check 

out complaints from residents on various health or environmental related matters.   

 

Butler County Public Works Department 

121 South Gordy, Suite 200 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-322-4101 or 316-322-4158 or 316-322-4127 (E-Waste/Household Hazardous Waste) 

1-800-822-7091 

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/327/Public-Works 
 

The Public Works Department operates the landfill and maintains county roads.   

Household hazardous waste, composting, electronic waste and recycling services are 

located at the landfill southwest of El Dorado at the corner of SW 40th Street and SW 

Boyer Road. 
 

 

 

http://www.bucoks.com/327/Public-Works


 60 

 

Butler County Sheriff 

141 South Gordy 

El Dorado, KS 67042 

Kelly Herzet, Sheriff 

Phone: 316-322-4254  

1-800-794-0190  

For emergencies, dial 911.  To report a crime that is not an emergency, 316-320-1294 

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/384/Sheriff 
  

The Butler County Sheriff’s Department serves the citizens of Butler County by 

maintaining law and order, implementing and monitoring traffic control and providing 

warning support in the event of evacuation or severe weather.  The Sheriff’s Office is 

responsible for calls pertaining to livestock, exotic animals and animal cruelty.   
 

 

 

Butler County Weed Department 

475 SE Poor Farm Road 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-321-5190 or 1-800-940-6180 

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/313/Noxious-Weed 
 

The Weed Department administers and enforces the Kansas Noxious Weed Law in Butler 

County.  The Kansas Noxious Weed Law requires all persons who own or supervise land in 

Kansas to control and eradicate all weeds declared noxious by legislative action.  The Weed 

Department can help you identify noxious weeds and provide you with information on 

chemicals commonly used to kill a particular noxious weed.  You can also purchase chemicals 

from them. 
 

 

 

Butler Rural Electric Coop Association, Inc.  

316-321-9600   

1-800-464-0060 

Website:  http://www.butler.coop/ 

 

Cable Television, Satellite TV - Look in the yellow pages under “Television” or “Cable 

Television”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bucoks.com/384/Sheriff
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City Offices: 

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/196/Cities 
 

Andover – 316-733-1303 

http://www.andoverks.com/ 

Augusta – 316-775-4510 

http://www.augustagov.org/ 

Benton – 316-778-1625 

http://bentonks.org/ 

Cassoday – 620-735-4252 

Douglass – 316-747-2109 

http://www.cityofdouglassks.com/ 

Elbing – 316-799-2196 

http://www.elbingks.com/ 

El Dorado – 316-321-9100 

http://www.eldoks.com 

Latham – 620-965-3121 

Leon – 316-742-3438 

Potwin – 620-752-3422 

Rose Hill – 316-776-2712 

http://www.cityofrosehill.com/ 

Towanda – 316-536-2243 

Whitewater – 316-799-2445 

http://www.whitewaterks.com/ 
 

 

 

Composting, Yard Waste - In January 2002, the landfill banned all yard waste from the 

landfill.  Since then, they loosened the restrictions and have allowed residents to dump 

grass clippings and leaves in their regular trash bin; however, tree limbs, brush and other 

large vegetative material are still banned from the landfill.  The landfill has a compost site 

where you can take all your yard waste.  When you arrive at the scale house, they will 

direct you to the compost site.  Some cities in Butler County provide yard waste collection 

sites.   Contact your nearest city office for more information.   You can also compost yard 

wastes at home.  See K-State Research and Extension office for more information on 

home composting. 

Website:  https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF1053.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bentonks.org/
http://www.cityofdouglassks.com/
http://www.elbingks.com/
http://www.eldoks.com/
http://www.cityofrosehill.com/
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El Dorado Water Treatment Plant 

380 East Central 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-321-9100 

Website:  http://www.eldoks.com/130/Public-Utilities 
 

The City of El Dorado treats water from El Dorado Lake and provides water to rural 

residents throughout Butler County through the Rural Water Districts.  El Dorado Lake 

supplies the majority of Butler County residents with drinking water. 
 

Electricity/Power 

Look in the yellow pages under Electric Light and Power Companies 
 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Region 7 

11201 Renner Blvd 

Lenexa   KS   66219 

1-800-223-0425 or 913-551-7003 

Website:  www.epa.gov 

Region 7 Website:  https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-region-7-midwest 
 

Responsible for implementing the federal laws designed to protect the environment. 
 

Emergency 911 - Direct Emergency Hotline 
 

911 is an emergency telephone number that provides immediate and direct contact to Fire, 

Police and Emergency Medical Services.   
 

When to use 911: 
 

Dial 911 in any situation that requires immediate response by the fire department, 

police/sheriff officers or ambulance.  Examples include a crime in progress, a fire, a heart 

attack, serious medical conditions, accidents involving injuries or a release of chemicals. 
 

 

Fire Districts/Departments 
Websites:  

http://www.bucoks.com/258/Fire-Departments 

http://www.bucoks.com/204/Non-Emergency-Contact-Info 

Andover Fire and Rescue - Andover 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-733-1863 

Atlanta (Cowley County Fire District #2) 

For emergencies, dial 911 

620-394-2222 

 

 

http://www.epa.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/epa-region-7-midwest
http://www.bucoks.com/258/Fire-Departments
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Butler County Fire District # 2 - Augusta 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-775-4500 

Butler County Fire District # 3 – Rose Hill 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-776-0401; http://www.bcfd3.com/ 

Butler County Fire District # 4 - Cassoday 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-322-4398 

Butler County Fire District # 5 - Rosalia 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-322-4398 

Butler County Fire District # 6 - Latham 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-322-4398 

Butler County Fire District # 7 - Benton 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-322-4398 

Butler County Fire District # 8 - Douglass 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-322-4398 

Butler County Fire District # 9 - Leon 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-322-4398 

Butler County Fire District # 10 - Burns 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-322-4398 

El Dorado Fire Department 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-321-9100 

Potwin Fire Department 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-322-4398 

Towanda Fire Department 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-322-4398 

Whitewater River Consolidated Fire Department 

For emergencies, dial 911 

316-283-4190 
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Fires, Open Burning, Range Burning, Etc. - Contact your local fire department for 

restrictions or to get a permit.  Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/203/Controlled-Burning 

Website for Range Burning/Smoke Management: http://ksfire.org/ 
 

 

Flood Plain Maps - See Butler County Community Development Department or the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency.   

Website:  https://msc.fema.gov/portal 

Flood Information, Butler County:  http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/1374 

https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program 

http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/dwr/floodplain/mapping 

http://maps.bucoks.com/depts/regdeeds/disclaimer.htm 
 

 

Gas Companies - Look in the yellow pages under “Gas Companies”. 

Kansas Gas Service - https://www.kansasgasservice.com/    

Atmos Energy - http://atmosenergy.com/   
 

 

Household Hazardous Waste Program – Take unwanted or unused paint, paint thinners, 

automotive oil, antifreeze, batteries, household or garden chemicals, etc. to the household 

hazardous waste collection site at the Butler County Landfill during regular landfill hours 

(see “Landfill” below for additional information).  For more information, contact the Butler 

County Household Hazardous Waste Coordinator at 316-322-4127.  Website:  

http://www.bucoks.com/284/HHW-Household-Hazardous-Waste 

 

 

Junk Vehicles or Trash in Yards – See Butler County  

Community Services Department – Environmental Health and Sanitary Code. 

Website:  http://ks-butlercounty.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/179 

 

 

K-State Research and Extension 

206 North Griffith 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-321-9660 

Websites:   

http://www.ksre.k-state.edu/  

Local Website - http://www.butler.k-state.edu/ 

Soil Testing Information:  http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF734.pdf 
 

Local extension agents can answer questions you have on horticulture, landscaping, soils, 

agriculture, livestock, pasture and range management, family and consumer sciences, 4-H, 

etc.  Soil tests are handled through this office. 

 

 

 

 

http://ksfire.org/
http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/1374
https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program
http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/dwr/floodplain/mapping
http://maps.bucoks.com/depts/regdeeds/disclaimer.htm
http://atmosenergy.com/
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Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC) 

District Office No. 2 

3450 North Rock Road, Building 600, Suite 601 

Wichita   KS   67226 

316-337-7400 

Website:  www.kcc.state.ks.us 
 

The KCC regulates the state’s telecommunications, electric and gas utilities, transportation 

and oil and gas production to protect fresh and usable water and soil and prevent the 

waste of oil and gas resources.  The KCC will investigate abandoned oil and gas wells and 

will identify the person or company responsible for plugging the well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kansas Department of Agriculture 

Division of Water Resources 

Manhattan Office 

1320 Research Park Drive 

Manhattan, Kansas 66502 

(785) 564-6700 

Website:  http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/dwr 

 

The Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA) Division of Water Resources (DWR) is a 

water regulatory agency, dealing with water quantity and water rights issues.  Persons in 

Kansas wishing to modify a stream channel cross section (put in a dam, straighten channel, 

remove gravel, etc.) must obtain a permit from the Kansas Department of Agriculture, 

Division of Water Resources.  Contact DWR for assistance with water rights or stream 

modifications.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.kcc.state.ks.us/
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Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA) 

Plant Health Division 

Manhattan Office 

1320 Research Park Drive 

Manhattan, Kansas 66502 

(785) 564-6700 

Website:  http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/pesticide-fertilizer or 

http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/plant-protect-weed-control 
 

The KDA Plant Health Division regulates pesticide labeling and use within Kansas.  They 

also work closely with the US-EPA on programs to protect endangered species, 

groundwater and surface waters from pesticides.  They investigate cases of misuse, 

improper storage and improper disposal of pesticides and containers as well as oversee 

noxious weed control, biological control and pest survey programs. 

 

Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) 

South Central District Office 

300 West Douglass, Suite 700 

Wichita   KS   67202 

316-337-6041 

Website:  http://www.kdheks.gov/befs/dist_offices/sc.htm 

 

The KDHE district office conducts field inspections of permitted livestock facilities and 

conducts site appraisals at livestock facilities that apply for a KDHE permit.  The district 

office coordinates a wide number of state programs with county and city agencies.  

Complaints of environmental pollution can be reported through the district office. 

 

Kansas Department of Health and Environment 

Bureau of Water, Watershed Management Section 

1000 SW Jackson Street, Suite 420,  

Topeka, KS 66612-1367 

Phone: 785-296-5500 or 785-296-6170 

Website:  http://www.kdheks.gov/water/index.html 
 

Responsible for assuring a safe drinking water supply.  Oversees monitoring and control of 

the discharge of pollutants into both surface and groundwater.  Provides funding locally 

through grants for protecting water supplies, water quality information and education 

activities and riparian and wetland protection.  This office regulates water well plugging 

and drilling. 
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Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) 

District 5 Office 

500 N Hendricks 

Hutchinson   KS   67501 

620-663-3361 

El Dorado Office 

205 Oil Hill Road 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-321-3370 

Website:  www.ksdot.org 
 

Coordinates the planning, development and operation of the various modes and systems of 

transportation in the state including roads, aviation, railroads and public transit. 
 

 

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 

618 NE Bluestem Road 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-321-7180 

Fisheries Biologist 316-772-2706 

Website:  http://ksoutdoors.com/ 

Fish Kills - http://www.kdheks.gov/befs/fishkills.htm 

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks is in charge of the day to day activities at El 

Dorado Lake State Park.  They also enforce hunting and fishing regulations throughout 

Butler County.  Fish kills in the County can be reported to the local office or the KDHE 

South Central District Office Administrator - (316) 337-6020 or email 

SCDOAdministrators@kdheks.gov 

Kansas Forest Service 

2610 Claflin Road 

Manhattan   KS   66506 

785-532-3300 

Website:  http://www.kansasforests.org 

South Central District Area Forester 

Dennis Carlson – dcarlson@ksu.edu 

9 West 28th, Suite B  

Hutchinson   KS   67502 

620-921-3554 
 

The Forest Service provides assistance to communities and landowners for urban forestry, 

rural forestry, logging, forest inventories, conservation tree plantings, fire management 

and forest health.   

 

 

 

http://www.ksdot.org/
http://www.kdheks.gov/befs/fishkills.htm
mailto:dcarlson@ksu.edu
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Kansas Geological Survey 

1930 Constant Avenue 

University of Kansas, West Campus 

Lawrence   KS   66047 

785-864-3965 

Website:  http://www.kgs.ku.edu/ 

 

Studies the State’s resources and prepares publications on its findings. Publishes 

information on Kansas geology in books and maps and has geologic maps of Kansas. 

 

Kansas Gas Service  

Website:  https://www.kansasgasservice.com/ 

 

Kansas Water Office 

900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 

Topeka   KS   66612 

785-296-3185 

1-888-526-9283 

Website:  http://kwo.ks.gov/ 

 

The Kansas Water Office is the water planning, policy and coordination agency of the 

State of Kansas.  It prepares a state plan of water resources development, management 

and conservation, reviews all water laws and makes recommendations to the Governor and 

Legislature for new or amendatory regulation.   

 

Landfill  

Open 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM Monday – Friday; 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM Saturday 

2963 SW 40th Street (SW 40th and Boyer Road)   

El Dorado   KS   67042 

Office: 316-322-4158 

Household Hazardous Waste/Electronic Waste 

4295 SW Kickapoo Road – 316-322-4127 

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/274/Landfill-Recycling 

 

The landfill is located southwest of El Dorado and is a division of the Butler County Public 

Works Department. Other services at the landfill include recycling, electronic waste, 

composting and household hazardous waste collection.   
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Nonpoint Source Pollution Program  

Butler County Conservation District 

2503 Enterprise, Suite B 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-320-3549 

Website:  https://www.butlercountyconservationdistrictks.com 

 

Non-point source pollution occurs when rainfall, snowmelt or irrigation runs over land or 

through the ground, picks up pollutants, and deposits them into rivers, lakes and coastal 

waters, or introduces them into ground water.  Examples of non-point source pollution 

include the pollutants carried by eroded soil particles, nutrients and pathogens from 

agriculture, forestry, construction activity, runoff from urban areas, human and animal 

wastes, pesticide application and fertilizer application. 

 

The goal of the non-point source program is to restore and/or protect groundwater and 

surface water sources in Butler County.  Current activities of this program include 

educating the public on non-point source pollution and its impact on the environment, 

collection of water samples from streams above El Dorado Lake (the major water supply 

for Butler County) and providing cost share incentives for plugging abandoned water wells, 

repairing failing on-site waste systems, upgrading livestock waste systems and restoring 

riparian and wetland areas.    

 

 

Oil Field and Related Problems   
 

The Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC) is the regulating agency for the Oil and Gas 

industry in Kansas.  Oil field spills of oil and salt should be reported to the District Office 

in Wichita at 316-337-6231.  Abandoned oil wells and non-used pits on non-active and 

active leases should be reported to the Kansas Corporation Commission.  A field 

investigation will be made of any complaint filed with the KCC and results of the 

investigation will be given to the person filing the complaint, if requested.  Questions that 

a landowner has regarding oil field operations can be directed to the District Office. 
   

Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC) 

Conservation Division (Oil and Gas) 

266 North Main Street, Suite 220 

Wichita   KS   67202 

316-337-6200 

Website: http://www.kcc.state.ks.us/oil-gas 

 

 

 

 

http://www.butlercountyconservationdistrictks.com/
http://www.kcc.state.ks.us/oil-gas
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Open Burning, Range Burning, Controlled Fires, Etc. - Contact your local fire   

department for restrictions or to get a permit.  See Fire Districts/Departments, or 

go to this website:  http://www.bucoks.com/256/Fire-Service.  For range burning 

and the Flint Hills Smoke Management Plan, go to www.ksfire.org. 

 

Pipeline Safety – Kansas Pipeline Association - http://kpa-awareness.com/home 

 

 

Poison Control Center – 1-800-222-1222.  

Website:  http://www.aapcc.org/ 

http://www.kansashealthsystem.com/medical-services/poison-control 
 

 

Ponds - The Natural Resources Conservation Service can provide you with technical 

assistance concerning ponds and pond construction.  Contact 316-321-5803.  Also check 

out this website: 

http://nrcspad.sc.egov.usda.gov/DistributionCenter/product.aspx?ProductID=115 
 

Propane Gas - Look under “Propane Gas” in the Yellow Pages. 
 

Recycling – Recycling is available at the landfill (see Landfill).    

The landfill also offers electronic waste (E-Waste) recycling  

and household hazardous waste (HHW) disposal.  Call the nearest town  

for information on recycling services available locally.  For  

additional information, call 316-320-3549 or 316-322-4127.   

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/359 
 

Rural Development 

1405 South Spencer 

Newton   KS   67114 

316-283-0370 

Website:  https://www.rd.usda.gov/ 
 

USDA Rural Development offers loans, grants and loan guarantees to support essential 

services such as housing, economic development, health care, first responder services and 

equipment, and water, electric and communications infrastructure.  They promote economic 

development by supporting loans to businesses through banks, credit unions and 

community-managed lending pools. They offer technical assistance and information to help 

agricultural producers and cooperatives get started and improve the effectiveness of 

their operations and also provide technical assistance to help communities undertake 

community empowerment programs. They also help rural residents buy or rent safe, 

affordable housing and make health and safety repairs to their homes. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ksfire.org/
http://kpa-awareness.com/home
http://www.aapcc.org/
http://www.kansashealthsystem.com/medical-services/poison-control
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Rural Water Districts  

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/595/Rural-Water-Districts  

Kansas Rural Water Association: https://www.krwa.net/ 
 

Rural water districts provide water to rural residents.  Most of the water provided 

through the Rural Water Districts comes from El Dorado Lake and is treated at the City 

of El Dorado Water Department.  Rural water districts purchase the water from the City 

of El Dorado and then sell it back to rural residents.   

   Number 1 (El Dorado Area) - 316-452-5433 

   Number 2 (Augusta Area) - 316-320-9276 

   Number 3 (Rosalia Area) - 620-476-2288 

   Number 4 (Towanda Area) - 316-775-5088 

   Number 5 (Benton Area) - 316-778-1631 or 316-778-1800 

   Number 6 (Leon Area) - 316-320-1301 

   Number 7 (Whitewater Area) - 316-799-2775 

  Sedgwick County – Number 3 – 316-777-0877 

   Harvey County – Number 1 – 620-837-5634 

   Cowley County – Number 7 – 620-222-1084 

   Greenwood County – Number 1 – 620-583-7181 

School Districts (Look in the yellow pages for private/Christian schools) 

 USD 205 – Bluestem/Leon/Haverhill – 316-742-3261  

  http://www.usd205.com 

 USD 206 – Remington/Whitewater/Potwin – 316-799-2115 

  http://www.usd206.org/ 

 USD 375 – Circle/Benton/Towanda/El Dorado – 316-541-2577 

http://www.usd375.org 

 USD 385 – Andover –316-218-4660 

http://www.usd385.org 

 USD 394 – Rose Hill – 316-776-3300 

http://www.usd394.com 

 USD 396 – Douglass – 316-747-3300 

                    http://www.usd396.net 

 USD 398 – Peabody/Burns – 620-983-2198 

                    http://www.usd398.net/ 

 USD 402 – Augusta – 316-775-5484  

  http://www.usd402.com/ 

 USD 462 – Central of Burden – 620-438-2218 

  http://www.usd462.org/ 

 USD 490 – El Dorado – 316-322-4800  

  http://www.eldoradoschools.org/ 

 USD 492 – Flint Hills/Rosalia/Cassoday – 620-476-2215 

http://www.usd492.org/ 

 

 

http://www.bucoks.com/595/Rural-Water-Districts
http://www.usd462.org/
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Soil Testing – For an analysis of the soil on your property to determine nutrient needs, 

see “K-State Research and Extension Office”.   

Website:  http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF734.pdf 
 

Soils Maps – Web Soil Survey – http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov 
 

Telephone  

Look in the yellow pages under “Telephone Companies”. 
 

Townships Boards 
 

Township Boards are responsible for road maintenance and repair, mowing and spraying 

weeds in the ditches and repairing/replacing signs.     

Website:  http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/266 

 Augusta Township:  Nick McClure, 316-775-6119 

 Benton Township: Dick Dalton, 316-778-1193 

 Bloomington Township:  Francis Sowers, Jr. 316-742-3573 

 Bruno Township:  Eric Becker, 316-259-5777 

 Chelsea Township:  David Stackley, 316-321-4615 

 Clay Township:  Joe Hall, 620-394-2473 

Clifford Township:  David Nellans, 620-726-5566 

 Douglass Township:  Craig McClure, 316-644-4376 

 El Dorado Township:  Darcy McCoy, 316-322-0676 

 Fairmount Township:  Tim Stuckey, 316-799-2373 

Fairview Township:  Curtis Wood, 620-752-3153 

 Glenco Township:  Lorna Lyon, 316-207-5370 

 Hickory Township:  Wayne Chambers, 316-214-7973 

Lincoln Township:  Coy Gannon, 316-993-0126 

 Little Walnut Township:  Gary Sphar, 316-742-3454 

 Logan Township:  Gerald Dixon, 316-321-3773 

 Milton Township:  David Toevs, 316-323-4598 

 Murdock Township:  Chris Brackenridge, 316-253-5958 

 Pleasant Township:  Jeff Haenggi, 316-765-1118 

 Plumb Grove:  Jim Sommers, 620-752-3162 

 Prospect Township:  Ron Busenitz, 316-734-1476 

 Richland Township:  Rick Morriss, 316-746-3033 

 Rock Creek Township:  Paul Rick Stewart, 316-747-2392 

Rosalia Township:  Bart Hamilton, 316-322-5974 

 Spring Township:  Kathy McDowell, 316-253-9273 

 Sycamore Township:  William Stacey, 316-304-1351 

 Towanda Township:  David Wohlgemuth, 316-641-4075 

 Union Township:  Larry Hodges, 620-965-3591 

 Walnut Township:  John Danler, Sr. 316-775-6006 

 

http://websoil/
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U S Army Corps of Engineers 

Tulsa District    

1645 South 101st East Avenue 

Tulsa, Oklahoma  74128 

918-669-7366 

Website:  http://www.swt.usace.army.mil/ 
 

Local Office: 

U S Army Corps of Engineers 

Kansas State Regulatory Office 

2710 NE Shady Creek Access Road 

El Dorado   KS  67042 

316-321-9974 
 

Any person wishing to place fill materials in the waters of the nation  

(rivers, creeks, etc.) must receive a Section 404 permit from the  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The Corps of Engineers has  

regulatory responsibility of administering Section 404 of the 1972  

Clean Water Act, which covers all waters of the nation.  This includes dredging, filling or 

channeling water courses or wetlands.  
 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

2503 Enterprise, Suite A 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-321-5803 

Website:  www.fsa.usda.gov 
 

Aerial photos are available through this office.  The USDA Farm Service Agency 

administers farm commodities, farm credit and conservation programs for farmers 

through a network of state and county offices.  FSA programs are primarily directed at 

agricultural producers or, in the case of loans, at those with farming experience. 

 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

2503 Enterprise, Suite B 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-321-5803 

Website:  www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov 
 

 

Information about local soils and other natural resource and conservation issues are 

available through the NRCS.  NRCS is also a resource for topographic maps, flood plain 

maps and aerial photos.  NRCS provides survey and design work for terraces, waterways, 

livestock waste systems and ponds.  The NRCS can also develop range management plans, 

conservation plans and nutrient management plans. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/


 74 

 

United States Post Office 
 

For Zip Codes, Mailing Rates and Post Office Hours and Locations 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week, call 1-800-275-8777. 

Website:  www.usps.com  

 

   City       Zip              Phone Number 

 Andover     67002     316-733-0617 

 Atlanta     67008     620-394-2306 

 Augusta     67010     316-775-6141 

 Beaumont    67012    No Office 

Benton      67017     316-778-1071 

 Burns      66840     620-726-5217 

 Cassoday      66842     620-735-4471 

 Douglass      67039     316-746-2691 

 Elbing     67041     316-799-2681 

El Dorado      67042     316-321-5950 

 Latham      67072     620-965-2495 

 Leon       67074     316-745-3547 

 Potwin      67123     620-752-3268 

 Rosalia    67132    620-476-2282 

 Rose Hill    67133    316-776-2515 

Towanda    67144    316-536-2613 

Whitewater    67154    316-799-2301 

 

United States Geological Survey 

Website:  www.usgs.gov 
 

Provides water, earth, biological science and civilian mapping information to individuals to 

assist in natural resource and conservation planning. 

 

U S Fish and Wildlife Service 

Website:  www.fws.gov 

 

Enforces federal wildlife statutes and regulations.   

They work with various federal, state, local and  

private individuals on a variety of educational and wildlife habitat improvement projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usps.com/
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Walnut Basin - Equus/Walnut Regional Advisory Committee 

Kansas Water Office 

900 SW Jackson Street, Suite 404 

Topeka   KS   66612 

785-296-3185 or 1-888-526-9283 

Website:  http://kwo.ks.gov/about-the-kwo/regional-advisory-committees 
 

The Equus/Walnut Regional Advisory Committee identifies water related problems, issues 

and concerns within the Equus/Walnut Basin to help identify goals and objectives that can 

be used to direct subsequent planning efforts through the Kansas Water Office which is a 

part of the State’s Long Term Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas.  Every 

Kansan in the region should know the water resources in the region, the dangers potentially 

impacting the resource, and the value of and the actions necessary to protect it. The 

current focus is to achieve and maintain a sustainable balance of groundwater recharge in 

the Equus Beds Aquifer, develop a plan to manage and mitigate areas of groundwater 

contamination and implement and continue watershed protection activities to maintain 

regional reservoir storage capacity for an additional 100 years. 
 

Watershed Districts  
Website:  http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/division-of-conservation/watershed-districts 
 

Little Walnut Hickory Watershed Joint District #18 

Muddy Creek Watershed Joint District #27 

Rock Creek Watershed Joint District #28 

Upper Walnut Watershed Joint District #33 

Whitewater Watershed Joint District #22 

2503 Enterprise, Suite B 

El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-320-3549 
 

Middle Walnut Watershed Joint District #60 

P. O. Box 652 

Douglass   KS   67039 

316-746-2644 
 

The Kansas legislature established the Watershed District Act in 1953.  The purpose of 

the watershed district is to construct, operate and maintain works of improvement needed 

to provide for water management within designated boundaries.  The primary function is to 

develop a comprehensive general plan for a watershed that will provide flood protection 

for residents and landowners.  Organized watershed districts have taxing authority (within 

limitations) and the power of eminent domain, in addition to other powers granted by K.S.A. 

24-1209.  Each watershed district incorporated under the provisions of this act is a 

political subdivision of state government.  A locally elected board of directors of three to 

fifteen members is responsible for administration of the watershed district.    

http://kwo.ks.gov/about-the-kwo/regional-advisory-committees
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Water Well Drilling – Obtain a permit from Butler County Community Development      

(316-322-4325).  In the yellow pages, look under Water Well Drilling/Services. 
http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/ActiveKansasLicensedWaterWellContractors2016-2017_sorted_by_city.pdf 

What You Should Know – Drilling a Well:  http://www.kgs.ku.edu/Publications/PIC/pic23.html 

 

Westar Energy - 1-800-794-6101 - Website:  http://www.westarenergy.com/ 

 

Yard Waste – See Composting or Landfill. 

 

811 Kansas One Call (Dig Safe) 

http://kansasonecall.com/ 

Kansas 811 - Know What’s Below – Call Before Your Dig! 

 

If you are planning to do any construction work, earthwork or other work which might 

affect underground pipelines, waterlines, phone lines, etc., call this number.  They will mark 

the area with flags free of charge.   
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County Commission Districts       78 

http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/9 

Fire Districts         79 

http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/645 

Rural Water Districts        80 

http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/1183 

School Districts         81 

https://www.ksdot.org/bureaus/burtransplan/maps/SchoolDistrict.asp 
 

USD 205 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_205.pdf 

USD 206 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_206.pdf 

USD 375 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_375.pdf 

USD 385 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_385.pdf 

USD 394 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_394.pdf 

USD 396 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_396.pdf 

USD 398 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_398.pdf 

USD 402 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_402.pdf 

USD 462 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_462.pdf 

USD 490 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_490.pdf 

USD 492 https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/bureaus/burTransPlan/maps/SchoolDistrict/School%20District_492.pdf 

 

Townships          82 

http://www.bucoks.com/DocumentCenter/View/265 

 

Watershed District Map        83 
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/doc---directories/watershed-districts-map-2014.pdf?sfvrsn=2 
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Butler County Fire Districts 
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Butler County Rural Water Districts 

 
 



 81 

School Districts located in Butler County 
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Butler County Townships 

 



 83 

 


