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Plugging Abandoned Water Wells 
 
 
Why Plug an Abandoned Water Well?   
 

Plugging an abandoned well eliminates direct flow of potentially contaminated surface water into 
the groundwater.  It also prevents children and animals from falling into the well and being 
seriously injured or killed.  A plugged well reduces liability problems and makes the property 
easier to maintain and sell. 
 
When is a Well Considered Abandoned? 
 

A well is considered abandoned if it hasn’t been used for two years, is in such disrepair that it 
cannot be used, or if it poses a groundwater contamination hazard.   
 
How do I Plug my Well? 
 

You can plug the well yourself, or hire a contractor to do it for you.  A list of licensed 
contractors can be found at:  
http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/ActiveKansasLicensedWaterWellContractors2016-2017_sorted_by_city.pdf, or call 
the Conservation District for a list.   
 

If you choose to plug the well yourself, please review the bulletin (also enclosed in this packet) 
entitled “Plugging Abandoned Wells” (MF-935) from K-State Research and Extension.  
http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF935.pdf 
 
For assistance with well plugging you can contact Butler County Conservation District at 316-
320-3549 
 
How Much Does it Cost to Plug a Well? 
 

Cost varies depending on the depth and diameter of the well.  Hand dug wells take considerably 
more materials to plug than cased wells.  As a general guideline, hand dug wells cost about $20 
to $30 per foot.  Cased wells cost about $8 to $10 per foot to plug.   
 
What Materials do I Need to Plug a Well? 
 

Refer to the worksheet and the KSU Bulletin, “Plugging Abandoned Wells” included with this 
packet to figure the amounts of materials needed to properly plug the well.   Chlorine bleach (ie. 
Clorox) is recommended to disinfect the water in the well if water is present.  Sand is placed 
into the water up to the water level.  The sand allows movement of the water through the 
aquifer.  After the sand is placed, a natural clay material or subsoil low in organic matter is 
placed.  The actual plug for the well can be bentonite, cement grout or neat cement.  Topsoil is 
then placed last to complete the plugging.   
 
 

http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/ActiveKansasLicensedWaterWellContractors2016-2017_sorted_by_city.pdf
http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF935.pdf


Instructions for Well Plugging (Cased Wells) 
 

Step 1:  All pumping equipment should be removed from the well.  Any foreign objects or debris 
in the work area should also be removed to prevent accidental contamination. 

 

Step 2:  Measure depth of well, depth to water and diameter of well.  If the well is a hand dug    
well, contact the Conservation District for instructions. 

 

Use KSU Extension Bulletin MF-935 to determine the cubic feet/foot and the ounces of 
chlorine/foot needed based on the diameter of the well. Refer to the document online for 
instructions: http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF935.pdf. Use the well plugging 
worksheet on the next page to enter calculations. 
 

Step 3:  Note:  If water is present in the well, chlorine and sand would be added first.  If no 
water is present in the well, chlorine and sand aren’t needed.   

 

Disinfect water with choline (ie. Clorox).  Add clean sand and/or gravel up to the 
original water level.  To assure that the correct amount of sand is placed in the well, 
mark the normal water level.  Use a weighted string – drop the weight into the well 
until it touches the water surface.  Mark the water level with a knot on the string 
using the top of the casing as a reference.  Add sand until the weight touches the top 
of the sand at the marked spot. 

 

Step 4:  Fill the non-water bearing portion of the well with clay or a suitable subsoil.  Don’t use 
soil that is high in organic matter or that might be contaminated with other pollutants.  
The clay should be compacted every 2 feet or less to 6 feet above the ground surface.   

 

Step 5:  Place the plug material.  The plug in the well should be at least 3 feet thick.  You may 
need additional plug material if the well was not properly grouted (see step 7). 

 

Step 6:  Remove the well casing.  If possible, remove all the casing.  If casing can’t be removed, 
excavate around the casing to 3 feet below ground surface and then cut off the casing 
below the ground at 3 feet.   

 

Step 7: You may discover when excavating around the old casing that the well was never grouted 
properly.  To prevent contaminants from migrating alongside the casing, extend the 
plug material beyond the edges of the original bore hole (at least 1 ½ feet beyond the 
casing).  This is called a mushroom plug.  See KSU Bulletin MF-935 for additional 
options. 

 

Step 8: Backfill the excavated area with compacted material and finish of the last foot with 
topsoil. 

 

Step 9:  File form WWC-5P with the Kansas Department of Health and Environment.  
http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/FILLABLE_WWC-5P_Instructions.pdf 
http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/WWC-5P__fillable_form_pdf.pdf 
 

http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF935.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/FILLABLE_WWC-5P_Instructions.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/WWC-5P__fillable_form_pdf.pdf


 

 



Example Form WWC-5P 

 



Butler County Conservation District 
Application Procedure 

Abandoned Water Well Plugging 
Non-Point Source Cost Share Program 

 

1. For information regarding cost share, or to request technical assistance in plugging 
abandoned water wells, call the Conservation District Office at 316-320-3549.  If 
eligible, the state pays 70% of the cost of plugging the well, up to $1,000.00 per well. 

 

2. Several forms are required for this program: 
 Application for Financial Assistance/Priority Ranking Worksheet (provided below) 
 KSU Water Quality Bulletin, Plugging Abandoned Water Wells – MF 935 

http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF935.pdf 
 Well Plugging Worksheet (provided in this packet) 
 WWC-5P – Water Well Plugging Record (Required to be submitted to KDHE). 

http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/WWC-5P__fillable_form_pdf.pdf 
 

Note:  The water quality coordinator is available to assist in measuring the well and filling out 
the required paperwork.  In order to measure the well, the pump and pipe need to be 
removed from the well. 

 

3.  When the forms mentioned above are completed, we can process the contract application.  
The local conservation district board approves the application, then the application is 
sent to the Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Conservation (DOC) where final 
approval is given.  You will be notified when we receive approval from DOC. 

 

Note: Except for site preparation, don’t start on the actual plugging of the well till you 
receive approval by formal letter or phone call from the conservation district office.  
Your contract can be cancelled if work begins before the contract is approved. 

 

4.  The contract expiration date is typically 3 months from the date of the signed contract.  
If the landowner needs additional time to complete the well plugging, they can contact 
the conservation district office at 316-320-3549 for an extension. 

 

5.  The landowner can plug the well or the landowner can hire a licensed well contractor to 
plug the well.  Call the Conservation District for a copy of licensed well contractors for 
this area, or go to this website to see all licensed well contractors for Kansas: 

http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/ActiveKansasLicensedWaterWellContractors2016-2017_sorted_by_city.pdf 
 

6.  Components eligible for cost share include:   
 Pump and pipeline removal (site preparation) 
 Excavation and/or shaping, backhoe or bulldozer use. 
 Grout material (bentonite/bag, neat cement/cy, cement grout/cy) 
 Subsoil fill 
 Aggregate fill, ie. sand, gravel 
 Disinfection agent, ie chlorine. 
 Labor 

 
 

http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF935.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/WWC-5P__fillable_form_pdf.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/waterwell/download/ActiveKansasLicensedWaterWellContractors2016-2017_sorted_by_city.pdf


 

Butler County  
Conservation District 

Non-Point Source Cost Share Program  
Priority Ranking Worksheet 

(*Landowner:  Fill out where indicated by *) 
 

 
*Name:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

*Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Property Address (if different than mailing address:  _______________________________________________ 
 

*City, State, Zip: _______________________________Email (optional) ______________________________ 
 

*Social Security Number: _________________________ *Phone Number:   _________________________ 
 

*Section-Township-Range: _________________________ HUC:   __________________________________ 
 

  Cost Share Practice:  Abandoned Water Well Plugging   TMDL: _________   
  

Note: Cost share is considered income.  If your cost share is $600 or more, you will receive a  
1099G form from the State of Kansas. 

 
Score from Ranking Worksheet ________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       Practice Components     Estimated Units Required 
 

____________________    _________________________ 
 

____________________    _________________________ 
  

 
Computed by: _________________  Date: _____________   

    Application Form 
 

Return to: 
Butler County 

Conservation District 
2503 Enterprise, Suite B 
El Dorado   KS   67042 

316-320-3549 

Fiscal Year 2022 
July 1, 2021 to June 1, 2022 
 

The cost share program has been reviewed with me and I understand the procedure required for cost 
share eligibility and payment.   I understand that if I begin construction or installation of the cost 
share practice before I sign a contract sent by the Conservation District, I am no longer eligible for 
cost share.   
  
I agree to: 

• Follow Butler County Planning and Zoning requirements if the application is for repairing an 
on-site waste system. 

• Follow Kansas Department of Health and Environment requirements if plugging abandoned 
water well. 

• Follow Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) standards and specifications for 
installing agricultural practices. 

• Secure any permits required for project completion. 
• I understand that the identified management practices are to be maintained for 10 years or the 

lifespan of the practice, whichever is greater. 
  
*Producer Signature:   _________________________________________ 
 
*Date: ___________________ 
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