23.07.2015

Khirbet Susya still under imminent threat of
demolition

The struggle to save the village of Khirbet Susya has received
support in recent days from both the US State Department and
the EU, though it may not be enough to prevent the demolition of
37 homes before a scheduled appeal hearing on 3rd August.

On the 16th July, John Kirby, a US State Department spokesman,
told a press briefing:

‘We're closely following developments in the village of Susiya in
the West Bank, and we strongly urge the Israeli authorities to
refrain from carrying out any demolitions in the village. Demolition
of this Palestinian village or of parts of it, and evictions of
Palestinians from their homes would be harmful and provocative.
Such actions have an impact beyond those individuals and families
who are evicted. We are concerned that the demolition of this
village may worsen the atmosphere for a peaceful resolution and
would set a damaging standard for displacement and land
confiscation, particularly given settlement-related activity in the
area. We urge Israeli authorities to work with the residents of the
village to finalize a plan for the village that addresses the
residents’ humanitarian needs.

On the 20th July, EU foreign ministers issued a statement stating
that the plan “for forced transfer of population and demolition of
Palestinian housing and infrastructure in the Susya and Abu Nwar
communities’ is part of wider settlement expansion which ‘seriously threaten[s] the two-state solution’.

Susya, a village in the South Hebron Hills with 340 Palestinian inhabitants, is located in Area ‘C’ (the part of
the Occupied Palestinian Territories under complete Israeli military control). It has previously been
designated as ‘unauthorised’ by the Civil Administration (i.e. the military authorities that run Area ‘C’ on
behalf of Israel). Residents in the village have title to the land, but have been unable to obtain the
appropriate permits to build from the Civil Administration. On May 5 2015, Israel’s High Court of Justice
ruled to allow the army to demolish the entire village of Susya and expel its residents to Area ‘A’ of the
Occupied Palestinian Territories.

The village was initially forced to relocate in 1986 because it was said to be in the middle of an archeological
site. The residents rebuilt their homes just a few hundred meters away from the site, occupying the
agricultural land they also owned. Nonetheless, the Civil Administration ended up destroying the village
back in 2001. Villagers once again rebuilt their homes, but another 14 buildings were destroyed in 2011.

Fears for the community have been growing since a visit by a senior Israeli military officer, who told villagers
that 37 dwellings had been earmarked for demolition ahead of a scheduled appeal hearing on 3 August.

The UK government has been equally outspoken in its opposition. ‘The British government’s position
against displacement of communities in Area C is clear, wrote Alastair McPhail, the British consulate-
general in Jerusalem last month. ‘Demolitions of property and the evictions of entire communities from
their villages cause great suffering to ordinary Palestinians and are harmful to the peace process. They are,
in all but the most limited circumstances, contrary to international humanitarian law.’



