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Israel's	Apartheid	Against	Pales6nians	
Building	 on	 a	 growing	 body	 of	 work,	 Amnesty	 Interna8onal	 has	 documented	 and	 analysed	 Israel’s	
ins8tu8onalized	and	systema8c	discrimina8on	against	Pales8nians	within	the	framework	of	the	defini8on	of	
apartheid	under	 interna8onal	 law.	This	has	aimed	 to	determine	whether	discriminatory	and	exclusionary	
Israeli	 laws,	 policies	 and	 prac8ces	 against	 Pales8nians	 amount	 to	 apartheid	 as	 a	 viola8on	 of	 public	
interna8onal	law,	a	serious	human	rights	viola8on	and	a	crime	against	humanity.		

It	has	done	so	by	firstly	determining	Israel’s	intent	to	oppress	and	dominate	all	Pales8nians	by	establishing	
its	hegemony	across	Israel	and	the	OPT,	including	through	means	of	demography,	and	maximizing	resources	
for	the	benefit	of	its	Jewish	popula8on	at	the	expense	of	Pales8nians.	It	has	then	analysed	the	laws,	policies	
and	prac8ces	which	have,	over	8me,	come	to	cons8tute	the	main	tools	for	establishing	and	maintaining	this	
system,	and	which	discriminate	against	and	segregate	Pales8nians	 in	 Israel	and	 the	OPT	 today,	as	well	as	
controlling	Pales8nian	refugees’	right	to	return.		

It	 has	 conducted	 this	 analysis	 by	 examining	 the	 key	 components	 of	 this	 system	 of	 oppression	 and	
domina8on:	territorial	fragmenta8on;	segrega8on	and	control	through	the	denial	of	equal	na8onality	and	
status,	 restric8ons	 on	 movement,	 discriminatory	 family	 reunifica8on	 laws,	 the	 use	 of	 military	 rule	 and	
restric8ons	on	the	right	to	poli8cal	par8cipa8on	and	popular	resistance;	dispossession	of	land	and	property;	
and	 the	 suppression	of	Pales8nians’	 human	development	and	denial	 of	 their	 economic	 and	 social	 rights.	
Furthermore,	it	has	documented	specific	inhuman	and	inhumane	acts,	serious	human	rights	viola8ons	and	
crimes	under	 interna8onal	 law,	 commiJed	against	 the	Pales8nian	popula8on	with	 the	 intent	 to	maintain	
this	system	of	oppression	and	domina8on.		

In	 this	way,	Amnesty	 Interna8onal	has	demonstrated	that	 Israel	has	 imposed	a	system	of	oppression	and	
domina8on	over	Pales8nians	wherever	it	exercises	control	over	the	enjoyment	of	their	rights	–	across	Israel	
and	 the	 OPT	 and	with	 regard	 to	 Pales8nian	 refugees.	 The	 segrega8on	 is	 conducted	 in	 a	 systema8c	 and	
highly	 ins8tu8onalized	manner	 through	 laws,	 policies	 and	 prac8ces,	 all	 intended	 to	 prevent	 Pales8nians	
from	claiming	and	enjoying	equal	rights	to	Jewish	 Israelis	within	 Israel	and	the	OPT,	and	thus	 intended	to	
oppress	and	dominate	the	Pales8nian	people.	This	oppression	and	domina8on	have	been	cemented	by	a	
legal	regime	that	controls	(by	nega8ng)	the	rights	of	Pales8nian	refugees	residing	outside	Israel	and	the	OPT	
to	return	to	their	homes.		

Over	 decades,	 Israeli	 demographic	 and	 geopoli8cal	 considera8ons	 have	 shaped	 policies	 towards	
Pales8nians	in	each	of	the	different	areas	of	Israel,	East	Jerusalem,	the	rest	of	the	West	Bank	and	the	Gaza	
Strip	in	different	ways.	This	means	that,	today,	Israel’s	system	of	control	is	not	applied	uniformly	across	all	
areas.	Pales8nians	experience	this	system	in	different	ways	and	face	differing	levels	of	repression	based	on	
their	status	and	the	area	in	which	they	live.		

The	 organiza8on	 has	 concluded	 that	 Israel	 has	 perpetrated	 the	 interna8onal	 wrong	 of	 apartheid,	 as	 a	
human	rights	viola8on	and	a	viola8on	of	public	 interna8onal	 law	wherever	 it	 imposes	 this	 system.	 It	has	
assessed	that	almost	all	of	Israel’s	civilian	administra8on	and	military	authori8es,	as	well	as	governmental	
and	quasi-governmental	 ins8tu8ons,	 are	 involved	 in	 the	 enforcement	 of	 the	 system	of	 apartheid	 against	
Pales8nians	across	 Israel	and	the	OPT	and	against	Pales8nian	refugees	and	their	descendants	outside	the	
territory.		

Amnesty	 Interna8onal	has	also	concluded	that	the	paJerns	of	proscribed	acts	perpetuated	by	 Israel	both	
inside	 Israel	 and	 in	 the	OPT	 form	part	 of	 a	 systema8c	 as	well	 as	widespread	 aJack	 directed	 against	 the	
Pales8nian	popula8on,	and	that	the	inhuman	or	inhumane	acts	commiJed	within	the	context	of	this	aJack	
have	been	commiJed	with	the	inten8on	to	maintain	this	system	and	amount	to	the	crime	against	humanity	
of	apartheid	under	both	the	Apartheid	Conven8on	and	the	Rome	Statute.	
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