


Widjabal Wiabal Jugun by Uncle Gilbert Laurie

Aunty Thelma at a Wilsons River Schools planting


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The lands and waterways of Mahmun (the Wilsons River) is the unceded Country of the Widjabal Wiabal people. 
Wilsons River Landcare pays deep respects to the Ancestors, who cared for Country since time began, and to all communities of the Bundjalung Nations, and to all First Nations Custodians, who continue to speak and care for their Country and Water. 
Garima – Respect.



For the past 11 years,
school students of
all ages have been

helping restore
Lismore’s riverbanks
planting tens of
thousand of trees.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
For the past 11 years, school students of all ages have been helping restore Lismore’s riverbanks. Funded through the NSW Environmental Trust and coordinated by Wilsons River Landcare Group in partnership with ENVITE, six schools have planted 10s of thousands of trees, creating links across the Wilsons River corridor in Lismore and Tucki Creek in Goonellabah.
The project is being delivered in partnership with Wilsons River Landcare, EnviTE, Lismore City Council, Rous Water, a team of local bush regenerators, and six schools including Trinity Catholic College, Richmond River High School, Woodlawn College, St Carthage”s Primary and Albert Park Public. Kadina High School has been involved planting on Tucki Creek in Goonellabah.


“If you plant a
tree in Year 7,

you will stand in
the shade of that
tree in Year 12”.
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If you plant a tree in year 7, you will stand in the shade of that tree in Year 12. Former Lismore Mayor and past Rous County Councilor Vanessa Ekins has emphasized the importance of the project for linking the riverbank plantings of Landcare, Lismore City Council and Rous Water. “It is wonderful to see years of work by schools and Landcare continue, the trees are growing with the students and we are connecting the gaps on our urban riverbanks. this shows hope for the future and what we can do with our own hands to make change in our community” Former Mayor Vanessa Ekins


The project reflects the

community’s dedication to
environmental education

and has given hundreds of young people

skills and knowledge to be able to take
positive on ground action forthelr futures.
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The project reflects the community’s dedication to environmental education, giving young people skills and knowledge to be able to take positive on ground action for their futures.
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We run mini outdoor education field days with each school and are lucky enough to be able to draw upon the knowledge and expertise from a range of environmental educators. 
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Organisations who have been involved include Wilsons River Landcare, Richmond Landcare, Envite, Big Scrub Regen, Rous County Council, Lismore City Council, the Northern Rivers Community Healing Hub, North East Waste, Richmond Riverkeeper, Revive the Northern Rivers, Friends of the Koala, North East Waste and Friends of Lismore rainforest Botanic Gardens as well as experts from Southern Cross University. 
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Presentation Notes
The project is a testament to the community-based local collaborative partnerships that exist in Lismore and the impact of long term funding through the NSW Environmental Trust.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oQJmzlYLUE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oQJmzlYLUE

Despite the catastrophic floods of 2022 the project has been able to recommence

engagement, events and tree planting with schools even though some schools are relocating
off the floodplain, connection to their place is still strong.
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Despite the catastrophic floods of 2022 the project has been able to recommence engagement, events and tree planting with schools. Whilst there has been some changes in scope due to the flood impacted schools and sites, rather than impacting on deliverables, changes have seen delivery adapt to the needs to the schools in this time of disaster recovery. 
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Post flood we reached out to the Healing Hub to introduce an Indigenous Informed Trauma and Healing approach. 





The legacy of this project will be a tipping point in
the restoration of the Wilsons River in Lismore.

and the seeds sown in minds and hearts of the
hundreds of students who have participated.
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The Wilsons River Schools Project is a testament to the community-based local collaborative partnerships that exist in Lismore and what long term funding can achieve. The project is a real reflection of the community’s dedication to environmental education, giving young people skills and knowledge to be able to take positive on ground action for their futures. The legacy of this project will be a tipping point in the restoration of the Wilsons River in Lismore and the seeds sown in the 100s of students who have participated.
. We are grateful to the NSW Government for their ongoing support through the NSW Environmental Trust Program for this innovative project
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Thank you to all the project partners and especially to the schools - Trinity Catholic College, Richmond River High School, Woodlawn College, St Carthage”s Primary, Albert Park Public and Kadina High.
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The project is a testament to the community-based local collaborative partnerships that exist in Lismore and the impact of long term funding through the NSW Environmental Trust
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