
SAVING OUR SPECIES

A significant barrier to flying-fox conservation in Australia
Vital seed dispersers with an image problem
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Aboriginal Languages and Nations in New South Wales and Australian Capital Territory map produced by Reconciliation NSW for a general reading 
audience and is not definitive. The information on which the map is based is contested and may not be agreed to by some traditional custodians. The 
borders between groups are purposefully represented as slightly blurred. They do not claim to be exact. 

We acknowledge the 
traditional custodians of 
the land and pay respect 
to Elders past, present 
and future.

We recognise Australian 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples’ 
unique cultural and 
spiritual relationships to 
place and their rich 
contribution to society.



Australia’s flying-foxes

Black flying-fox
Pteropus alecto

Little red flying-fox
Pteropus scapulatus

Spectacled flying-fox
Pteropus conspicillatus

Grey-headed flying-fox
Pteropus poliocephalus

Photographs: Matthew Mo Distribution map: Currey et al. (2018) Land manager perspectives on conflict 
mitigation strategies for urban flying-fox camps. Diversity 10, 39.



Satellite tracking shows that flying-
foxes are highly mobile, with 
individuals making extraordinary 
journeys throughout their species’ 
range.

Flying-foxes on the move

Read further: Welbergen et al. (2020) Extreme mobility of the world’s largest flying mammals creates key 
challenges for management and conservation. BMC Biology 18, 101.

https://bmcbiol.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12915-020-00829-w


Threats to flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. (2023) 
Managing the grey-headed 
flying-fox as a threatened 
species in New South Wales 
two decades on: threats and 
conservation issues. Australian 
Zoologist 42, 897-918.

Habitat destruction

Photographs: Matthew Mo, Sarah Curran, Drew Coxon

Anthropogenic injuries

Conflict with humans

Extreme weather events



An image problem impedes 
conservation efforts

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2023) Managing the 
grey-headed flying-fox as 
a threatened species in 
New South Wales two 
decades on: contentious 
issues for 
horticulturalists and 
communities. Australian 
Zoologist 42, 871-896.



Materials: Hunter Joint Organisation of Councils

Improving public perceptions
Defending flying-foxes



Defending flying-foxes

Promoting co-existence with flying-foxes

Improving public perceptions



Defending flying-foxes

Promoting co-existence with flying-foxes

Promoting empathy with flying-foxes

Media: ABC News

Improving public perceptions



Improving public perceptions through 
“Normalising” flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2024) “Normalising” 
flying-foxes: a bold vision 
for improving the public 
perceptions of our 
largest and most 
conspicuous bats. 
Australian Zoologist 
online early.

Photograph: Matthew Mo



“Normalising” flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2024) “Normalising” 
flying-foxes: a bold vision 
for improving the public 
perceptions of our 
largest and most 
conspicuous bats. 
Australian Zoologist 
online early.

Museum exhibitions

Photograph: Australian Museum



“Normalising” flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2024) “Normalising” 
flying-foxes: a bold vision 
for improving the public 
perceptions of our 
largest and most 
conspicuous bats. 
Australian Zoologist 
online early.

Photography exhibitions

Photographs within: Doug Gimesy and Jake Wilton



“Normalising” flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2024) “Normalising” 
flying-foxes: a bold vision 
for improving the public 
perceptions of our 
largest and most 
conspicuous bats. 
Australian Zoologist 
online early.

Public artworks and street décor

Artwork: Mandy Schöne-Salter Photograph: Jack Herington



“Normalising” flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2024) “Normalising” 
flying-foxes: a bold vision 
for improving the public 
perceptions of our 
largest and most 
conspicuous bats. 
Australian Zoologist 
online early.

Preschool and school education

Photograph: Matthew Mo



“Normalising” flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2024) “Normalising” 
flying-foxes: a bold vision 
for improving the public 
perceptions of our 
largest and most 
conspicuous bats. 
Australian Zoologist 
online early.

Excerpts: Garry Fleming, Weldon Kids 
Pty Ltd., Doug Gimesy and Abdo Books

Children’s books



“Normalising” flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2024) “Normalising” 
flying-foxes: a bold vision 
for improving the public 
perceptions of our 
largest and most 
conspicuous bats. 
Australian Zoologist 
online early.

Community events

Photographs: Matthew Mo



“Normalising” flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2024) “Normalising” 
flying-foxes: a bold vision 
for improving the public 
perceptions of our 
largest and most 
conspicuous bats. 
Australian Zoologist 
online early.

Literature

Material: Australian Wildlife Society



“Normalising” flying-foxes

Read further: Mo et al. 
(2024) “Normalising” 
flying-foxes: a bold vision 
for improving the public 
perceptions of our 
largest and most 
conspicuous bats. 
Australian Zoologist 
online early.

Tourism

Photographs: Matthew Mo



Include them in your work

You can “Normalise” flying-foxes

Contact:
Matthew Mo, NSW DCCEEW
matthew.mo@environment.nsw.gov.au

Represent them in your material

Highlight them in your places
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