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Bulletin for 
Sunday, August 16 and  

Sunday, August 23, 2026 
19th and 20th Sundays in  

Ordinary Time 

Growing Faith in Young Hearts: 
Register Your Children for  
Religious Education This School 
Year  
A new year of faith formation is just around the  
corner! Registration is now open for St. Gertrude’s 
2026–2027 Religious Education program, and we  
invite families to join us for a year of learning, prayer, 
friendship, and growing closer to God. 

Through engaging classes and opportunities for 
prayer and community, children are encouraged to 
discover and deepen their faith while families  
journey alongside them. Classes begin in September. 

Registration information and resources—including the Religious Education calendar, parent 
handbook, online registration forms, and tuition payment information—are available in  
English and Spanish at stgertrudechicago.org/religious-education. Registration may also be 
completed in person by appointment. 

We look forward to welcoming new and returning families and beginning another year of 
faith-filled learning together! 

Questions? Contact pastoral associate Eloy Escamilla at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org. 
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Parish Events & Activities 

Wednesday Mornings: A  
Midweek Moment of Prayer  
In the midst of a busy week, take a little time to slow 
down, be still, and listen. Our Contemplative Prayer 
Group gathers each Wednesday at 9:00 am in the 
Ministry Center Chapel (6214 N. Glenwood Ave.) for 
a quiet time of silent prayer, Scripture  
reflection, and spiritual reading. 

Whether contemplative prayer is new to you or  
already a familiar part of your spiritual life, you are 
warmly welcome. Come as you are and make 
space for prayer and reflection in community. 

For more information, contact Karen Spear at 
kspear@marian.edu. 

Coalition for Spiritual and  
Public Leadership (CSPL) 

St. Gertrude is a member of the Coalition for  
Spiritual and Public Leadership (CSPL), a Chicago-
based organization that puts Catholic social  
teaching into action.  

CSPL has two upcoming events this month:  

· Wednesday, August 19, 5:30–8:00 pm – CSPL  
Membership Assembly at Chicago Theological  
Union (5416 S. Cornell Ave.). 

· Saturday, August 29, 1:30–3:00 pm – St. Gertrude 
CSPL Team Meeting in the Ministry Center. Meet  
fellow parishioners and learn how to support our 
parish's social justice efforts. 

For more information or to register for the Membership Assembly, contact Jeanne  
Rattenbury at jeanne.rattenbury@gmail.com. All are welcome! 

Join Us for the Rosary at St. Gerts  
Recitation of the Holy Rosary in the mornings: The Rosary is said every Monday through  
Friday in the church right after the 7:30 am mass/Communion services.   
Guadalupanos Rosary Group (Grupo del Rosario de Guadalupanos) on Friday Evenings  
All are welcome to attend the bilingual weekly Rosary group held on Fridays at 7:00 pm in 
the Ministry Center, 6214 North Glenwood Avenue. 
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Rectory Office Closed on Labor Day 
 

The Rectory office will be closed on Monday, September 7, in observance of Labor Day. A  
Communion Service will be held at 7:30 am  

Care for Real Drive—August 22-
23 
 

Small acts of generosity can make a meaningful  
difference. On August 22–23, please help support 
our neighbors by bringing nonperishable food and 
other essential items to the Care for Real Collection 
before or after any Mass. 

St. Gertrude hosts Care for Real collections on the 
first and fourth weekends of each month, providing 
a regular opportunity for our parish community to 
respond to local needs and share with our  
neighbors. 

Wondering what items are most needed right now? 
For the latest wish list and links to Care for Real’s social media pages, visit linktr.ee/
cfrchicago. 

Thank you for helping make sure our neighbors have access to the food and essentials they 
need. Your generosity truly matters! 

Share Your Gifts: Lectors &  
Eucharistic Ministers Training 
Offered in September 
 
Would you like to become more involved in the  
celebration of Mass? Consider serving as a Lector or 
Eucharistic Minister at St. Gertrude! 

Training for Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers will be 
held on Monday, September 21, at 6:30 pm in the 
church. Youth and adults are invited to attend. 

Whether you are interested in proclaiming the Word 
of God as a Lector or assisting in the distribution of 

Holy Communion as a Eucharistic  
Minister, this is a wonderful opportunity to share your gifts with our parish community. 

To learn more, contact Eloy Escamilla at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org. 
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Curious About Events & Activities at St. Gerts? 

Upcoming events are listed on the home page, stgertrudechicago.org, and in our Events 
calendar, found under the News/Programs heading!  

Parish News 

Interested in Becoming  
Catholic or Completing Your 
Sacraments?  
Registration for the 2026–2027 Order of Christian  
Initiation of Adults (OCIA) process is now open. 

OCIA (formerly known as RCIA) is for adults who are 
interested in learning about the Catholic faith and 
becoming Catholic, as well as baptized Catholics 
who have not yet received the Sacraments of  
Eucharist or Confirmation. 

Classes begin in September and provide an  
opportunity for prayer, learning, and faith-sharing in 
a welcoming community. If you or someone you 
know is interested in learning more about OCIA at St. Gertrude, contact Eloy Escamilla by 
calling the Rectory at 773.764.3621 or emailing eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org. 

Serve at the Altar: Altar Server 
Training Available  
 
Share your gifts and become more involved in the 
celebration of Mass by serving as an altar server! 
 
Altar Server Training will be held on Monday,  
September 28, at 6:30 pm in the church. Students in 
4th grade and older are invited to attend and learn 
more about this important ministry. 
 
Altar servers play an important role in supporting the 
priest and assisting with the celebration of Mass. No 
previous experience is necessary—just a willingness 

to learn and serve! 
 
To learn more, contact Eloy Escamilla at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org. 
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Growing in Faith for August 
16: “I Hear You!” Jesus and the 
Canaanite Mother   
Have you noticed that whenever the early Church 
tells a Jesus miracle story, his encounter with the  
petitioner will always hold a teaching for the  
disciple? In this story, Jesus changes his firm no to a 
swift YES because he listened with an open heart. 

In our culture, we miss the ways in which this woman 
offended propriety. A woman was never to  
approach men outside her family and, if necessary, 
had to have a reputable woman with her, or a 
young child, as a chaperone to her honor. This  
woman comes alone. Secondly, she has no intention of converting to Jesus’ God, but plans 
to return to her pagan practices. No wonder if Jesus seems provoked at first and denies her, 
in light of the needs of the Jewish community! But she takes his exclusive image, separating 
the feeding of children before dogs (!), and shows that they DO eat together. When she 
serves a meal, the dogs come running and eat what the children drop or throw to them, so 
simultaneous eating between them does happen in the house. Her holding on, with great 
faith, moved Jesus, and he saw, She was right! Jesus reports to her that the demon was  
expelled from her daughter, even as she was answering Jesus. 

We are all together here in God’s house!! This story tells us to be open-hearted to listen even 
to the most unlikely people, as Jesus did, and, hearing wisdom, follow it! ALL ARE WELCOME. 

~ Sister Wendy Cotter, CSJ, Ph.D. 
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Donate to our Parish 
· PayPal link - visit our parish website at www.stgertrudechicago.org  
· GiveCentral: www.givecentral.org/location/8/allevents 

Visit our Parish Website 
For the latest parish events, bulletins, and news, go to stgertrudechicago.org. 

Growing in Faith for August 23 
Today in Isaiah, the arrogant Shebna is removed 
from his position and replaced with the faithful  
Eliakim, given authority to guide the house of  
Judah. In the Gospel, Peter is likewise entrusted by 
Jesus with the building of His church. I’ve often 
thought that we all have jobs entrusted to us by 
God—in fact, three jobs. 

The first is the obvious, public-facing roles we play—
spouse, parent, teacher, mechanic, whatever we 
do that everyone sees. Our second job is more  
private—we know what we need to work on to be-
come all that God promises, even if we don’t admit 
it publicly and even have trouble admitting it to 

ourselves. “I need to be more patient.” “I need to learn to forgive more easily.” “I wish I  
trusted God more and worried less.” We come back to these again and again, praying, 
working, hopefully growing. 

The third job is the hardest because we don’t know exactly what it is. All of us share a  
commission to live the Kingdom every day. Even in the smallest kindness, greatness can be 
had. This is the famous butterfly effect, where apparently insignificant events can have 
huge effects. God only asks us to be open, kind, humble. Perhaps we are patient with a 
frazzled cashier, who then has the bandwidth to support a troubled family member, who 
then has the wherewithal to get on track and make a positive contribution to society. We 
may never know the extent of our influence, but we are all part of the Great Commission in 
Matthew 28:16–20. The Quaker expression “let your life speak” tells us how: to live  
authentically, aligning our values with the needs we see, using action over words. This is 
what it means to live the Kingdom, and this is the job entrusted to us by God. 

~ Denise Goodman 

Financial Report for August 8-9  
Sunday Collection Envelopes: $ 1,909.00 
Loose Checks: $ 1,080.00 
Loose Cash/Coins: $ 868.48 
Online Donations: $ 11,752.43 
Total Collected: $ 15,609.91 

Budgeted: $ 10,000.00 
Difference: $ 5,609.91 
YTD Collected FY 2027: $ 56,282.63 
YTD Budgeted FY 2027: $ 550,000.00 
Difference: -$ 493,717.37 
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Schedule for Ministers of the Word, Eucharistic  
Ministers, & Altar Servers  

Ministers of the Word 
· Saturday, August 15 at 5:00 pm - Janie Carrillo 
· Sunday, August 16 at 8:00 am - Carol Ann Munro, Kathryn Stimac 
· Sunday, August 16 at 10:30 am - Eric Ameyaw, Tim Love  

Eucharistic Ministers 
· Saturday, August 15 at 5:00 pm - Steven Monti 
· Sunday, August 16 at 8:00 am - Rob Sierzega 
· Sunday, August 16 at 10:30 am - Troy McMillan, Sarah Millar, Maria Luisa Ugarte 

Altar Servers 
· Saturday, August 15 at 5:00 pm - cross bearer: Owen Craft; acolyte: Ethan Craft, Raiden 

Cruz 
· Sunday, August 16 at 8:00 am - cross bearer: Bradley Phelps 
· Sunday, August 16 at 10:30 am - cross bearer: Oscar Lassus; acolyte: Xavier  

Lassus, Diarmuid McKeown 

Please Pray for our Parishioners and Friends 

· Maria Hertl 
· Patricia White Holmes 
· Gertrude Huisman 
· Tony Hunter 
· Forrest Ingram 
· John Kahoun 
· Mary E. Kelley 
· Marilyn Klein 
· Jim Laczkowski  
· Joseph Lambin 
· Carleen Lorys 
· Roland Mady 
· River Malik  
· James Mann 
· Alex Marks 
· Theresa McMahon 
· Nancy Michael 
· Steve Monti 
· Hilda Mora 
· John Nardella 
· Patti Paul 
· Dealina Peon 
· Claude Poulsen 

· Susan Actaboski 
· Victor Ayes 
· Carlos Barragan 
· Patrick Barton 
· Zara Bradley  
· Maggie Callahan 
· Terrence Carmichael 
· Kathy Catrambone 
· Cavicke Family 
· Mary DeBois 
· David Denegas 
· Ann Collins Dole 
· Renee Elhoumaidi 
· Mr. and Mrs. Emin Euman 
· Luke Fitzgerald 
· Adolf Gabriel 
· Marie Galoney 
· Thomas Hajduch 
· Anne Marie Hamde 
· Anne Hasselbeck 
· Mary Herbin-Horan  
· Rochelle Hernandez 
· Tricia Hernandez 

· Delphine Richert 
· Joan Ross 
· Rosa Ott Sandoval 
· Sherwin 
· Willy Spalla  
· Floret Spalle 
· Mary Pierce Spalla 
· Frannie Swaine 
· Marie Tarallo 
· Christopher Thomas 
· Elinora E. Tolentino 
· Joe Touchstone 
· Manuel & Norma Viray 
· Tayana Wallace 
· King Wallace 
· Christian Wallace 
· Kevin Walsh 
· Leon Ward 
· Janice Wittenberg 
· Dawn Wyman 
· Yyes Yoza 
· Joel Pozzi Zio 

New Parishioners 
· Bill Massolia 

Rest in Peace 
· Charlotte Sullivan, survived by her 

daughter, Debbie Sullivan. 
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Upcoming Mass Intentions 
· Monday, August 17: 7:30 am - Communion Service 
· Tuesday, August 18: 7:30 am - Norman H. Linke+ 
· Wednesday, August 19: 7:30 am 
· Thursday, August 20: 7:30 am 
· Friday, August 21: 7:30 am  
· Saturday, August 22: 5:00 pm  
· Sunday, August 23: 8:00 am - Loretta Wiorek+; 10:30 am - Judy O'Toole+ 
· Monday, August 24: 7:30 am - Communion Service 
· Tuesday, August 25: 7:30 am - Jan Adams+ 
· Wednesday, August 26: 7:30 am - Apolonia Sia+ 
· Thursday, August 27: 7:30 am 
· Friday, August 28: 7:30 am 
· Saturday, August 29: 5:00 pm 
· Sunday, August 30: 8:00 am - Yvonne Lobo+; 10:30 am 

Parish Staff and Contact Info 
Rev. Sergio Romo, Pastor—sromo@stgertrudechicago.org 
Patricia Branigan, Events/Room Booking Contact—pbranigan@stgertrudechicago.org  
Janie Carrillo, Parish Secretary— jcarrillo@stgertrudechicago.org  
Eloy Escamilla, Pastoral Associate—eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org 
Jonathan Hannau, Music Director—jhannau@stgertrudechicago.org 
Laurie Hasbrook, Heart to Heart Lending Closet Manager—call 773.973.5464 
Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, Heart to Heart Director—squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org 
Tracy Shields, Communications Director—tshields@stgertrudechicago.org 
Eduardo Soto, Director of Parish Management—esoto@stgertrudechicago.org 

Heart to Heart/Lending Closet Contact Info  
To reach our Heart to Heart director, Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, call her at 872.296.2537 or 
email her at squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org. To reach Laurie Hasbrook, our Lending 
Closet manager, please call 773.973.5464.   

Mass Times/Rectory Office Hours/Reconciliation 
· Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 am Mass in Church, (The Gym Mass is on summer break.); Monday-

Friday: 7:30 am; Saturday: 5:00 pm; The office is open Monday-Friday from 8:30 am-4:30 
pm and is closed on weekends. The office will be closed on Labor Day, Monday,  
September 7.  

· Reconciliation is offered on Saturdays from 4:15-4:45 pm in church or by appointment by  
calling the Rectory at 773.764.3621.  

Contact the Parish Pastoral Council 

The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) can be reached at stgertrudeparishcouncil@gmail.com.  


