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Blessed is the one who trusts in the

LORD, whose hope is the LORD. The Sixth SUﬂdCly in
-feremiah 17:7 Ordinar}/ Tlme

From Fr. Mike Gabiriel

There are three things that last, faith, hope, and love; and the greatest of these is love.

| agree. But | must admit that at the present time, the virtue | seem to need the most is
HOPE. Things at fimes seem hopeless, and | will not let myself fall in that rut. There are three
things that last... and the greatest of these is HOPE. | need hope. And that is why | am fruly
grateful that ,we as a faith community around the world, are being called to rally around
this virtue and find ways to LIVE a jubilee year of hope.

There is a logo associated with the Jubilee Year of Hope that you will begin seeing a lot
around here, especially since nine of us from the parish will go on a pilgrimage to Italy for
the jubilee year. | find the logo very meaningful and want to share the symbolism. The logo,
pictured above, shows four stylized figures, representing all of humanity, coming from the
four corners of the earth. They embrace each other to indicate solidarity and fraternity
which should unite all people.

The figure at the front is holding onto the cross. In
moments of great need, remembering the paschal
mystery -- especially the resurrection — can help us
to persevere in hope. There are the rough waves
under the figures, symbolizing the fact that life’s
pilgrimage does not always go smoothly in calm
waters. Often the circumstances of daily life and
events in the wider world require a greater call to
hope.

That's why we should pay special attention to the
lower part of the cross which has been elongated
and turned into the shape of an anchor which is let
down into the waves. The anchor is well known as a
symbol of hope.




From Fr. Mike Gabriel (cont.)

It is worth noting that the image illustrates the

| pilgrim’s journey not as an individual undertaking,
| but rather as something communal. We need
community! Perhaps you could sit with this logo in
prayer as | have.

A jubilee year is infended to be a time to re-
establish a proper relationship with God, with one
another, and with all of creation; it is a time to
forgive debfts. In some ways Jesus’ entire life was a
jubilee year: bringing good news to the poor,
proclaiming liberty to captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, letting the oppressed go free.

He lived these words in his encounters with others, all of which brought about liberation and
conversion. How can we do the same?¢

~ Fr. Mike

The Sacred Oils

The Ambry. How many times have you walked by
this2 It contains the three sacred oils: Sacred Chrism,
QOil of Catechumens, and Oil of the Sick.

OS, Oleum Sanctum, is used for those preparing for
the Sacrament of Baptism to be marked as
Catechumens or studiers of the faith.

SC, Sanctum Chrisma, is used at Baptism after the
person has been washed in the waters of the font to
mark them as “priest, prophet and king,” at
Confirmation and Holy Orders, and to anoint the
walls of the Church and consecrate the altar. The
Sacred Chrism oil has a fragrant scent to it as per-
fume is added just before the bishop consecrates
this oil.

Ol, Oleum Infirmorum, is used in the Anointing of the Sick to anoint the person on the
forehead and the palms of their hands.

The sacred oils are consecrated by the bishop of the Diocese every year at the Cathedral
at the Chrism Mass which takes place on the Tuesday of Holy Week and then presented to
the parish community at the Holy Thursday Liturgy.




Events & Activities at St. Gerirude

listed in chronological order (Activities & events af NCA, other parishes, and in
Edgewater are listed after parish events, reflections, and news)

Rectory Closed on February 17 /

Presidents Day is celebrated on Monday, February
17.

The Rectory office will be closed. Mass will be held
at 7:30 am.
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Friday Morning Men’s Prayer

and Scripture Discussion Group

The Friday Morning Men's Prayer and Scripture
discussion group will have in-person gatherings
on Fridays in February.

They are at the St. Gertrude Ministry Center, 6214 N.
Glenwood. The group meets for social conversation
at 7:45 am and begins prayer at 8:00 am. They then
read and share insights into the Scripture readings
for the coming Sunday.
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If you are interested and plan to come or would like
a Zoom link, it would be helpful to Allen Stryczek
know you are coming by sending him an email

at astryczek@sbcglobal.net.

Guadalupanos Rosary Group (Grupo del Rosario de
Guadalupanos) on Friday Evenings

All are welcome to attend the bilingual weekly Rosary group held on Friday evenings at
7:00 pm in the dining room of the Ministry Center, located at 6214 North Glenwood Avenue.




Collection for Care for Redl
Scheduled for February 22-23

Our next collection drive for Care for Real February
22 and February 23. The organization is urgently
seeking donations of diapers in sizes 2-6, baby
wipes, juice boxes, thermal layers (all sizes) gently
used coats (all sizes), hand warmers, lotions and
hand soap, shampoo and body wash, adult
incontinence under bed pads.

Our collection drive for Care for Real is always the
fourth calendar weekend every month, and our
asylum seekers’ collection is the first weekend of
each month.

"Brewed at St. Gertrude" Parish
~ |Hospitality Event Planned for
\_\ s 9 Sunday, February 23

December's parish hospitality "Brewed at St.
Gertrude" event was a big success! It was a joy to
see almost 200 parishioners socialize and enjoy
music from the Heavenly Horns.

The next parish gathering is planned for February
e ‘ 23rd after the 10:30am masses. We are seeking a

&8 few volunteers who are willing to help set up, serve,
or clean up.

Please email Steven Patzke at
stevenjcpatzke@gmail.com if you are available.

Financial Report from
February 8-9

Sunday Collection Envelopes: $1,704.00
Loose Checks: $445.00

Loose Cash/Coins: $530.00

Online Donations: $11,673.82

Total Collected: $14,352.82

Budgeted: $10,000.00

Difference: $4,352.82

Year-to-date Collected FY 2025: $349,409.75
Year-to-date Budgeted FY 2025: $550,000.00
Difference: - $200,590.25




Boxes packed: 8/

Teens are Invited to Register for | Meals: 18,792

St. Gertrude’s Youth Mission Kids fed a daily meal

= . for a year: 51
Xperience n Y a

Parish teens are invited to take part in St. Gertrude's
Youth Mission experience this summer from June 23- [
27.Teens in seventh grade through high school will |2
volunteer with a different Chicagoland organization [ &
each day.

This is an excellent opportunity to have fun and
earn volunteer hours! There is a $100 fee for the
week. A $50 deposit is required at the time of
registration. Please note that there are scholarships
available! All participants will receive a t-shirt, water
bottle, and a sports drawstring backpack.

To reserve a spot or for more information, contact pastoral associate Eloy Escamilla
at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org.

\Volunteers Needed
VOLU NTEERS | The pcs.’ro.r.ql staff has been taking on in.creosing
‘4 NEEDED' ‘ responsibilities, and they have been doing an

excellent job. However, they cannot carry this
weight alone—they need your help. We need more

volunteers to sustain the programs and ministries we
WE N EED YOUR currently offer and to continue moving forward.
H E LP | Here are a few immediate areas where your
L assistance is needed:
e Baptismal Preparation: We offer a monthly class
for families having their babies baptized for the first
% w W“' time.
“ '\w ¢ Live Streaming: The 10:30 am Mass is live-
I ‘ l l l stfreamed to bring the liturgy into the homes of
those who cannot attend in person.
e Choir: The choir is looking for singers and musicians. Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at
7:00 pm. All voices are welcome.
e Heart to Heart Ministry: This outreach program offers aid and support to older adults in
need.

e Church Environment:/Decoration: As we approach Lent and Easter, there is need for
help making the church look beautiful.

If you have any interest in any of these ministries, please reach out to Fr. Mike Gabriel at
mgabriel@stgertrudechicago.org.



Refugee & \; | Refugee and Immigrant

Immigrant \L\\ Ministry Update.: New
Ministry Volunteer Meeting Planned for

New Volunteer { $. = Thursday, February 27

Meeting
Thursday,
February 27

The St. Gertrude Refugee and Immigrant Ministry is
so grateful to have an email list of over 150 souls
F<l who embrace the Gospel imperative to welcome

‘ %i the stranger.

Thank you for all your support, and in particular,
thank you to our entire parish community for our
recent special collection. We received nearly
$4,000 to continue the work.

You may also know that there is a smaller group that does the work of the Ministry -
interacting with our community partner Refugee One, keeping tabs on our supply of
housewares to help with apartment settling, monitoring our financial health, and sending
out communications

We'll be having a meeting on Thursday, February 27 at 7:15 pm in the Ministry Center
Chapel, 6214 N. Glenwood Ave. This is an open meeting specifically focused on
engaging active volunteers to reflect on our mission and plan going forward, with people
interested in volunteering to continue the cycle of leadership.

You may also wonder what is going on with the refugee resettlement process in the wake
of recent Executive Orders of the current administration. | urge you to visit the website for
Refugee One (https://refugeeone.org/) - they offer comprehensive resources including
English language classes, life and work skills, job finding, help with school placement
including going with families fo parent teacher meetings, frauma-informed therapy, and
more.

Groups like ours help via financial co-sponsorship (the family we recently supported),
personal co-sponsorship (tfrained neighbors accompanying families), and apartment
furnishing teams. These are ongoing needs for our Chicagoland neighbors.

Our contact at Refugee One sent this message: "You likely already know, but unfortunately
the Trump administration suspended refugee arrivals via executive order as of January 27.
You can read through some FAQs here: https://refugeeone.org/we-stand-with-
newcomers/that explain these changes and how they're affecting RefugeeOne.

That said, both co-sponsorship and apartment furnishing teams will hopefully be options
again down the road, but right now our two main asks are:

1) Advocacy: Call your senators, your representative, and the White House, letting them
know that you strongly oppose the refugee ban and executive actions targeting
newcomers. (hitps://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-tell-congress-the-white-
house-that-you-oppose-trumps-indefinite-refugee-ban-and-executive-actions-targeting-
newcomers/)

2) Donate: Private donations are critical at this moment to ensure the 500 refugees we've
resettled in the last six months can receive full, uninterrupted support to reach self-
sufficiency. 6



Refugee and Immigrant
Ministry Update (cont.)

ST. GERTRUDE CHICAGO Gifts will also help us maintain core infrastructure
while the government pause of refugee

RE FUGE E & reseftlement has brought a key funding source to a

halt."

IMMIG b NT | think that's all for now. We couldn't do this without
MI N ISTRY all of you so thank you again.

On behalf of the St. Gertrude Refugee and
Immigrant Ministry,

Helping Asylum Seekers in Chicago

~ Denise Goodman

Growing in Faith: The Blessed
are You!

The Beatitudes of Jesus deliberately confront his
society’s ideas of the "winners." Wealth, important
connections with other powerful people, elevated
position in fown, and a life seeming so easy were
often seen as special blessings of God, signs of
God'’s favor.

It is easy then to see how poverty, misery, and a
continuous list of setbacks could be exploited by
the rich as signs of God'’s disfavor, and for some
people , a retribution for their own sin, or that of

their family. “‘ﬂ, 3

The gospel today reiterates Jesus' forthright reassurance, his throwing to one side any such
ideas. Jesus is speaking to the world, especially people abused by the rich, and

powerful, that they are to rejoice in the fruth, that God blesses them all the time, feels for
them, loves them. And so God needs us all fo make that truth real, to allow people to feel
blessed, to feel loved, by taking on the issue of poverty, to reach out to the suffering, and
to those who are mourning a loss, whatever that loss. This is what the great "prophets" of
Jesus’ time and our own have preached and practiced, many of them to their own death
by the powerful.

The Beatitudes, then, are freasures from Jesus, that not only reaffirm God's constant loving
blessing on all of us, especially those who are seen in our society as unimportant and
marginal, but stand as our ongoing mission to them.

~ Sister Wendy Cotter, CSJ, Ph.D



Events at NCA, Loyola, and in the Archdiocese

Loyola University's The
Hank Center: Envisioning a
Livable Future Lecture on
Monday, February 17

oin Loyola's University for an online serial

| symposium in collaboration with John
Carroll University marking the 10th

| anniversary of Pope Francis' encyclical,
Laudato Si'. The event will be held via Zoom

from 5:30-6:45 pm CST.

The topic is the Contribution of Catholic Social Thought. A synopsis of the discussion is: Ten
years after the publication of Laudato Si°, what are, or ought to be, the growing edges of
Catholic social thoughte What does it have to contribute to our understanding of the
climate crisis and the development of an ecological conscience¢

Additional sessions will be held on Tuesday, March 11 and Wednesday, April 9. This is a free
online event, and registration is required for each session.

Visit hitps://www.luc.edu/ccih/conferences/archive/laudatosiat10series.shtml for more
information and to sign up.

Loyola University's The Hank
Center Presents the 2025 St.

"\ John Newman Lecture: Abigail
Favale on Wednesday,
February 19

This year's lecturer is Dr. Abigail Favale of the
McGrath Center at the University of Notre Dame.
She will speak on Wednesday, February 19 from 7:00
-8:30 pm in the Information Commons, 4th Floor,
Lake Shore Campus.

Her story brings to life the wrenching tumult of

— conversion--a conversion that began after she
entered the Church and began to pry open its mysteries. There she discovered the startling
beauty of a sacramental cosmos, a vision of reality that upended her notions of gender,
sexuality, identity, and authority. This is a thoroughly 21st century conversion, a compelling
account of recovering an ancient faith after a decade of doubt.

As Dr. Favale writes, "There are events in life that leave you changed forever, right down to
the very roots and heart of your being, because they go 'into the deep."

8



Save the Date!l NCA's Soiree is
Saturday, March 8

The 2025 NCA Soiree is weeks away! This year, the
event will be held at the Ravenswood Event Center,
4021 N Ravenswood Ave.

Tickets for the Soiree and the Grand Raffle can be
purchased at biddingforgood.com/ncasoiree.

We hope to see you therel

Next NCA Monthly Caregiver-
Toddler Playdates on Monday,
March 10

Looking after your child/children or caring for a little
one? You're invited to our next monthly get

NORTHSIDE CATHOLIC ACADEMY GALA

el o (erE RIS aiEEmaon] Bt together for caregivers and toddlers! The gathering
Center for dinner, an auction, and dancing. . .
. o s will be held on March 10, as well as April 7 and May
Catholic education is available to all. 12 at Northside Catholic Academy, 6216 N.
Glenwood, from 9:30-10:30 am.
$125 per ticket o |
Each hour is filled with story times, crafts, and free
Purchase tickets at biddingforgood.com/ncasoiree plOy fOr “Hle ones. CGregiVers mUST Gﬁend-

RSVP to gmalfatti@ncaschools.com.

LOSS Group - Loving Outreach
to Survivors of Suicide

Catholic Charities Loving Outreach to Survivors of
Suicide Loss (LOSS) offers in-person and online
support groups for adults who are grieving the loss
of a loved one to suicide.

CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

Participants receive information and hope from
veteran facilitators who help new members realize
that they are not alone, and that they will not feel
this confusion and deep sadness for the rest of their
lives. For more information contact us via email at
loss@catholiccharities.net or call 312.655.7283.




Parish Information

New Parishioners
e Anh Tran

Rest in Peace

e Geoffrey Penar

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Timeline for a New Pastor

Here is an estimated timeline of the Pastor
placement process:

e End of January: A list of parishes looking for a
new pastor will be released.

e February/March: Discernment for pastors takes
place.

e March/April: Hopefully we will have
an announcement of a new pastor.
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Parish Information

Schedule for Ministers of the Word, Eucharistic

Ministers, & Altar Servers

Ministers of the Word
e Saturday, February 15 at 5:00 pm - Patrick Reardon, Millie Slane
e Sunday, February 16 at 8:00 am - Mary Clare Barker, Jay Cook
e Sunday, February 16 at 10:30 am - Bob Backis, Edie Sheridan

Eucharistic Ministers
e Satfurday, February 15 at 5:00 pm - Kathy Wall
e Sunday, February 16 at 8:00 am - Josephine Delgado
e Sunday, February 16 at 10:30 am - Patrick Robinson, Tim Love, Michelle Kuehlhorn

Altar Servers
e Saturday, February 15 at 5:00 pm - cross bearer: Esteban Campuzano; acolytes: Carter
Dant, Wyat Dant
e Sunday, February 16 at 10:30 am - cross bearer: Viviana Love; acolytes: Mathios
Paulus, Angel Garcia

Please Pray for our Parishioners and Friends
e Mary Amelse o Luke Fitzgerald o Bob Radycki
o Victor Ayes o Adolf Gabriel « Bill Salek
e Andrea Banicki e Marie Galoney o Willy Spalla
e Carlos Barragan e Thomas Hajduch « Floret Spalle
o Paftrick Barton o Edith Herbin e Frannie Swaine
e Zara Bradley « Rochelle Hernandez e Christopher Thomas
o Lilly Buie e Maria Herfl e Elinora E. Tolentino
o Hallie Burhoe o John Kahoun e« Manuel & Norma Viray
« Maggie Calloway e Marilyn Klein o Tayana Wallace
e Aida Calvopina e River Malik o King Wallace
o Terrence Carmichael « Matilde Manzardo o Christian Wallace
o Cavicke Family « Nancy Michael o Kevin Walsh+
« Denise DeBelle o Steve Monti e Leon Ward
o David Denegas « Hilda Mora « Ron Whitfield
e Ann Collins Dole « Donald Nyderek « Janice Wittenberg
e Darlene Durso-Clark+ » Dealina Peon e YyesYoza
e Renee Elhoumaidi o Claude Poulsen o Joel Pozzi Zio
e Mr. and Mrs. Emin e Joan Ross +
Euman
Contact the Rectory office at 773.764.3621 or email stgertrude 1420@stgertrudechicago.org
if you would like to add a name to the prayer list.
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Upcoming Mass Intentions

Monday, February 17: 7:30 am - Bill Snow

Tuesday, February 18: 7:30 am - Claire Roach

Wednesday, February 19: 7:30 am - Jacqueline Elwod+

Thursday, February 20: 7:30 am - Communion Service

Friday, February 21: 7:30 am - Joanne Meade

Saturday, February 22: 7:30 am - JoAnne Martin+; 5:00 pm - Joan M. Silverstein+
Sunday, February 23: 8:00 am - Estelle Ann Guardino+; 10:30 am - Joan Casey+; Ed
DeWolf+; 10:30 am Gym - Megan Quinn

Mass Times/Reconciliation/Rectory Office Hours

e Sunday: 8:00 am,10:30 am in Church, 10:30 am Gym Mass; Monday-Friday: 7:30 am
(Thursday is a Communion Service.); Saturday: 7:30 am & 5:00 pm.

e Reconciliation is offered on Saturday from 4:15-4:45 pm in Church or by appointment by
calling the Rectory at 773.764.3621.

e The Rectory office is open Monday-Friday from 8:30 am-4:30 pm and is closed on
weekends.

Donate to our Parish

o Text the word Donate to 1.773.741.9505.
o PayPallink - visit our parish website at www.stgertrudechicago.org
o GiveCentral: www.givecentral.org/location/8/allevents

Parish Staff and Contact Info

Rev. Michael Gabriel, Pasto—mgabriel@stgertrudechicago.org

Patricia Branigan, Events/Room Booking Contact—pbranigan@stgertrudechicago.org

Eloy Escamilla, Pastoral Associate—eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org

Jonathan Hannau, Music Director—jhannau@stgertrudechicago.org

Laurie Hasbrook, Heart to Heart Lending Closet Manager-lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org
Edgar Osorio Leon, Maintenance Director—eosorioleon@archchicago.org

Sherl Patterson, Office Manager—spatterson@stgertrudechicago.org

Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, Heart to Heart Director—squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org
Tracy Shields, Communications Director—stgertbulletin@yahoo.com

Eduardo Soto, Director of Parish Management—esoto@stgertrudechicago.org

Heart to Heart Contact Info

To reach our Heart to Heart director, Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, call her at 872.296.2537 or
email her at squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org. To reach Laurie Hasbrook, our Lending
Closet manager, please call 773.973.5464 or email her at lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org.

Visit our Parish Website

For the latest parish events and information, including our weekly live-stream, upcoming
events, bulletins, rectory hours, funeral announcements, visit stgertrudechicago.org.
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