
  

From Fr. Mike Gabriel 
This sentence from Sunday's Gospel has always bothered me, “Whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirt will never be forgiven.” 

What? A sin unforgiveable? Even blasphemy, which is insulting, or showing contempt, or 
lack of reverence for God is forgivable, but blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is not. So, I 
asked myself what exactly blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is, so I don’t commit it. 

Looking into the context of this Scripture, the sin is the absolute refusal to accept  
forgiveness: refusing to be forgiven, acknowledging that I need to be forgiven.  

The sin is not God withholding his mercy, but it’s my power to refuse the mercy of God has 

offered me. 

But, how about in reverse? How about the sins of others that you and I refuse to forgive? 
How many of us have been offended by others in ways that we deem unforgivable? 

Is there someone in your family, neighborhood, parish, work, or a political or religious leader, 
who you feel has offended you that you can’t find it in your heart to forgive? How many of 
us gather today at the Lord’s Table holding resentments and brooding over grudges that 
keep us from forgiving those who have hurt us? 

Forgiving someone doesn't mean we accept or approve of how we feel we have been 
wronged, but rather allowing for a new beginning.  

If you think I got that wrong, look at the cross. 

These are hard words to write, and even more difficult to live. Pray with me that we who are 
freely forgiven by Jesus will grow freely forgiving one another. 

Second Collection This Weekend 
The second collection is for the Priests’ Health and Retirement. There are 411 active priests 
and 253 retired archdiocesan priest who have and still serve all of us. They have played  
significant roles in our personal and spiritual lives and they are in need our of support.  

Please be as generous as possible. 
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Guadalupanos Rosary Group (Grupo del Rosario de  Guadalupanos) on Friday Evenings: All 
are welcome to attend the bilingual weekly Rosary group held on Friday evenings at 7:00 
pm in the dining room of the Ministry Center, located at 6214 North Glenwood Avenue. 

Letter from Cardinal Cupich 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

Next weekend, as we celebrate Fathers’ Day, we 
pause to reflect on the gift fathers are to our  
families. We thank God for how they enrich our lives 
by their example, their support, their love and their 
wisdom. 
 

It is also an occasion to honor those who father our 
parish communities, our priests who minister to us 
and tend to our needs as pastors. They come to 
mind as we recall the priest who performed our  
family marriages, who was at the bedside of a  
parent, spouse, or child close to death, who  
baptized our children, who heard our confession 
and whose homilies gave us hope to carry on. 
 

Today, we are given an opportunity to stand by 
them, as they have stood by us, by giving  
generously to this weekend’s second collection in support of their health and  
retirement needs. The Priests’ Health and Retirement collection is for the benefit of our 411 
active and 253 retired priests. We all know how health care costs continue to rise. This year 
the expenses for health care, nursing and priests’ retirement will total $13 million. This is the 
only collection for our archdiocesan priests’ health and retirement, those ordained to serve 
in our archdiocesan parishes. It is distinct from the annual collection for religious order 
priests, sisters and brothers, which was taken up earlier this year. 
 

While our priests begin retirement only at age 70, many choose to stay active. And, many  
of those who do retire at 70 continue to let us know we can count on them by helping 
out on weekends in our parishes. Please join me in letting the sons of this archdiocese, who 
have stepped forward to give their lives in service to us, know that they can count on us. 
 

Join me in making a generous contribution to this weekend’s second collection. Also, I ask 
you to consider naming the Priests’ Health and Retirement as one of the beneficiaries in 
your will, something I personally have done. 
 

Each day they stand by us, so let’s stand by them now. We can do a lot if we all do our 
part. As we give thanks to God for our fathers on Fathers’ Day, let’s say a prayer for our 
priests, those who father our parishes 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Cardinal Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago 
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Book Club is Monday, June 10 
Please join the book club in the Ministry Center on 
Monday, June 10 at 7:00 pm. We will discuss Deacon 
King Kong by James McBride. 

There are many copies of the book available at the 
Chicago Public Library. 

Contact Lea Cloninger at 773.973.2465 or Sue  
Benjamin at 773.551.8401 with questions. 

CLG Workers Forum This 
Tuesday, June 11  
The Catholic Lawyers Guild of Chicago (CLG) has 
undertaken an initiative to highlight the long-
standing Catholic teaching supporting the rights of 
workers. A committee of CLG members has put  
together this forum to educate and enlighten  
attorneys–and the larger community–about the 
meaning of Catholic social justice teaching and its 
continuing relevance for workplace justice and  
labor advocacy. 
 

The Forum will take place on Tuesday, June 11 from 
11:45 am until 2:15 pm. It will be held at the  
Carpenters Council Hall located at 12 East Erie 
Street in Chicago. Lunch will be provided. 
 

Two-hours of Illinois general CLE credit will be provided for this program. Registration is  
required to attend, please provide ARDC during registration to attain CLE credit. Sign up 
at https://clgchicago.wildapricot.org/event-5719483. 

Women's Friendship Club Gathering 
on Thursday, June 13  
The St. Gertrude Women's Friendship Club meets monthly on 
the second Thursday of every month in the Ministry Center. The 
gathering begins at 11:30 am; attendees should bring their 
own (brown bag) lunch.  

Dessert is provided!   
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Commonweal Dialogue  
Returns This Friday, June 14!  
After a two-year hiatus, Commonweal Dialogue is 
returning to St. Gertrude’s Parish this June! 
 

Commonweal Dialogue provides opportunities for 
civil and cordial conversation about topics of  
contemporary concern at the intersection of faith 
and politics. 
 

We plan to meet several times a year and to  
alternate Sunday afternoon tea parties with Friday 
evening wine and pizza events in the hope that as 
many people as possible will be able to participate. 
The readings we have selected we believe will  

encourage meaningful and enlightening conversation. 
 

Topic: Please read Ursula K. LeGuin’s very short sci fi story The Ones Who Walk Away from 
Omelas (available online). This story symbolically raises questions about inequality, individual 
human suffering, and the common good in many areas of our contemporary social and 
political life. (Even if you don’t have time to read the story, join us anyway, and we’ll get 
you up to speed so you can join in the discussion.) 
 

The first meeting will be held on the evening of Friday, June 14 at 6:30 pm in the backyard 
of John Williams, 1305 West Glenlake in Chicago.  
 

Please RSVP so we know how much pizza to buy! Email Denise DeBelle at  
ddebelle@gmail.com, John Williams at joolikar@gmail.com, or Verna Foster 
at vfoster@luc.edu. 
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Rectory Office Closed on 
Juneteenth, Wednesday,  
June 19  
Juneteenth is a federal holiday in the United States, 
commemorating the emancipation of enslaved 
African-Americans and is also often observed for 
celebrating African-American culture. Originating 
in Galveston, Texas, it has been celebrated  
annually on June 19 in various parts of the United 
States since 1865. 

The rectory office will be closed. Mass will be held 
at 7:30 am. 

Rollators Needed for the  
Lending Closet! 
The Lending Closet is in dire need of rollator walkers 
(walkers with a seat.)  

Please e-mail or call Laurie Hasbrook 
at lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org or 773.973.5464 
ext. 115 if you are able to donate one of these 
items. 

Parish Composter Closed Until 
June 17 
Please note that our parish composter is being shut 
down until June 17 for routine maintenance. Please 
do not add ANY material until after June 17. Right 
now the composter is totally empty and needs to 
remain so until a repair can be made. 

Once the composter is fixed, we also request that 
you please be mindful of small labels and remove 
them prior to placing them in the composter. 

Also, please do NOT add egg shells and avocado 
skins and pits to the composter. They aren’t  
breaking down in our composter, so we prefer they not be added in the future. 
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Growing in Faith  
“Whoever does the will of God is my brother and  
sister and mother."  

Jesus’ teaching in the gospel today was shocking to 
his listeners. He didn’t say “Any son or daughter of 
Abraham” or “any disciple of mine” but “whoever,” 
and this opens up intimate family membership to the 
world, to everyone. 

Doesn’t this gospel come to us precisely at  the time, 
when we are so aware of our global identity, our 
global union with others, and also at a time when 
our history of division and evidence of ongoing  
racial, sexual and economic prejudices are shown 
to us every day in the media and in our life in the 
city?    

Jesus’ wide-open brotherhood to those who do God’s will stops us up short, doesn’t 
it? Being family means we have intimate access to Jesus, and he to us, but then also that all 
members of God’s family across the city and world, have family access to us.   

As Jesus sees us trying to do the Father’s will in our lives, he holds out his arms to embrace us 
as brothers, sisters, and mothers, and so this Sunday, we join our hearts to him and see,  
perhaps newly, our call to recognize and lovingly respond as family members to all those 
who share in this family with us. 

~ Sister Wendy Cotter CSJ, Ph.D 

Financial Report for June 1-2 

Sunday Collection Envelopes: $3,343.00 
Loose Checks: $555.00 
Loose Cash/Coins: $809.50 
Online Donations: $2,621.75 
 

Total Collected: $9,577.52 
 

Budgeted: $10,000.00 
Difference: -$422.48 
 

Year-to-date Collected FY 2024: $524,274.64 
Year-to-date Budgeted FY 2024: $386,400.00 
Difference: $137,874.64 
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Cantors, Ministers of the Word, Eucharistic Ministers, & 
Altar Servers for This Weekend  

Ministers of the Word 
· Saturday, June 8 at 5:00 pm - Jennifer Kiedaisch, Millie Slane 
· Sunday, June 9 at 8:00 am - Jay Cook 
· Sunday, June 9 at 10:30 am - Rose Karasti, Troy McMillan 

 
Eucharistic Ministers 

· Saturday, June 8 at 5:00 pm - Tim Harrington 
· Sunday, June 9 at 8:00 am - Steven Monti 
· Sunday, June 9 at 10:30 am - Bob Backis, Annie Hasselbeck, Steven Hasselbeck 

 
Altar Servers 

· Saturday, June 8 at 5:00 pm - Carter Cartwright, cross bearer; Angel Garcia and Danna 
Salinas, acolytes 

· Sunday, June 9 at 10:30 am - Dominic Rubino, cross bearer; Xavier Lassus and Mathios 
Paulus, acolytes 

Parish Information 

Please Pray for our Parishioners and Friends 

· Luke Fitzgerald  
· Tim Giles 
· Estelle Guardino 
· Gina Heidkamp 
· Tricia Hernandez  
· Maria Hertl 
· John Kahoun  
· Marilyn Klein  
· Carleen Lorys 
· River Malik  
· Matilde Manzardo  
· Janet McCulley 
· Nancy Michael   
· Daniel Moore 
· Andy Mueller 

· Carlos Barragan 
· Patrick Barton 
· Zara Bradley  
· Lilly Buie 
· Hallie Burhoe 
· The Buttitta family 
· Maggie Callaway 
· Aida Calvopina  
· Claire Conley 
· Denise DeBelle 
· David Denegas  
· Ann Collins Dole  
· Renee Elhoumaide  
· Mr. and Mrs. Emin  

Euman 

· Donald Nyderek  
· Dealina Peon  
· Claude Poulsen 
· Charley Scantlebury  
· Willy Spalla  
· Floret Spalle  
· Elinora E. Tolentino  
· Manuel & Norma Viray 
· Leon Ward 
· Ron Whitfield 
· Yyes Yoza 
· Joel Pozzi Zio 

Contact the Rectory office at 773.764.3621 or email stgertrude1420@stgertrudechicago.org 
if you would like to add a name to the prayer list.  

New Parishioners 
· Margaret Barry 
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Mass Intentions 
· Monday, June 10: 7:30 am - Larry McCauley+ 
· Tuesday, June 11: 7:30 am - Glen and Mary Joe Martin+ 
· Wednesday, June 12: 7:30 am - Cheryl Zub 
· Thursday, June 13: 7:30 am - Communion Service 
· Friday, June 14: 7:30 am - Purgatorial Society 
· Saturday, June 15: 7:30 am - People of God; 5:00 pm - Alfredo Lukinskas+ 
· Sunday, June 16: 8:00 am - Pascual Gusmanos; 10:30 am - Mary Elizabeth Buttitta+; 10:30 

am Gym - People of God 
*If you would like a Mass Intention said for a person that needs prayers or in memory of 
someone who has died, please stop by the Rectory office. We’ll help you find an available 
Mass and prepare a card for you to give to the person or family of the intention. A $20  
donation is suggested.   

Parish Staff and Contact Info 
Rev. Michael Gabriel, Pastor—mgabriel@stgertrudechicago.org 
Eloy Escamilla, Pastoral Associate—eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org 
Sherl Patterson, Office Manager—spatterson@stgertrudechicago.org 
Laurie Hasbrook, Heart to Heart Lending Closet Manager-lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org 
Andy Mueller, Parish Buildings Engineer—stgertrude1420@stgertrudechicago.org 
Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, Heart to Heart Director—squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org 
Tracy Shields, Communications Director—stgertbulletin@yahoo.com 
Eduardo Soto, Director of Parish Management—esoto@stgertrudechicago.org 

Mass Times/Reconciliation/Rectory Office Hours 
· Sunday: 8:00 am,10:30 am in Church, 10:30 am Gym Mass; Monday-Friday: 7:30 am 

(Thursday is a Communion Service.); Saturday: 7:30 am & 5:00 pm   
· Reconciliation is offered on Saturday from 4:15-4:45 pm in Church or by appointment by  

calling the Rectory at 773.764.3621.   
· The Rectory office is open Monday-Friday from 8:30 am-4:30 pm and Saturday from 9:00 

am - 2:30 pm. The office is closed on Wednesday, June 19. For the most up-to-date  
information, visit stgertrudechicago.org.   

Donate to our Parish 
· Text the word Donate to 1.773.741.9505. 
· PayPal link - visit our parish website at www.stgertrudechicago.org  
· GiveCentral: www.givecentral.org/location/8/allevents 
· Questions? Reach out to Eduardo Soto, St. Gertrude’s business manager, via email at  

esoto@stgertrudechicago.org for additional information.  

Heart to Heart Contact Info  
To reach our Heart to Heart director, Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, call her at 872.296.2537 or 
email her at squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org. To reach Laurie Hasbrook, our Lending 
Closet manager, please call 773.973.5464 or email her at lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org.  


