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Beat your share of
As we enter the second week of Lent, the Church ' i .
continues to guide us more deeply intfo conversion. ardship for th.é

The readings draw our attention to God'’s covenant |  gospel with the

and faithfulness. strength that

In Genesis, Abram is invited to frust in God's promise,
even when its fulfillment seems beyond
understanding. In the Gospel account of the
Transfiguration, the disciples glimpse Christ in His
glory—an experience that strengthens them for the
journey toward the Cross. Together, these readings
remind us that Lent is not only about sacrifice, but
about trust: trusting that God is at work even when
the road ahead feels uncertain.

The Transfiguration speaks powerfully to our Lenten path. Peter, James, and John are given
a moment of radiant clarity before they must face the sorrow of Good Friday. In our own
lives, God provides moments of grace—through prayer, Scripture, and the sacraments—
that sustain us when faith feels challenging. God’'s command, “Listen o Him,” echoes in our
hearts throughout this holy season. Lent calls us to step away from noise and distraction so
that we may hear Christ more clearly and allow His light to transform us.

As a parish family, we have many meaningful opportunities this week to grow in prayer,
reflection, and community. Taking part in these gatherings can help anchor our Lenten
commitments and encourage one another along the way. We hope you will consider
joining us at any (or alll) of these events.



Events & Activities

(listed in chronological order)

Almoners Lenten Minisiry
(Sunday and Sunday Vigil Masses)

Our parish's Almoners’ Program will be held again
through March 29. Each weekend, a second
collection will be held, with funds used to distribute
McDonald's cards to those who are in need.

At the end of each Mass, those wishing to
participate in distributing cards to the needy will be
invited to come forward, receive the cards, and be
given a blessing as they go out in this charitable
outreach.

Catholic Voters Guide to Be
Distributed at Masses This
Weekend

Catholic social teaching is an important body of
thought in the Catholic Church that calls Christians
to uphold the dignity of every person and to care
for God'’s creation. Rooted in Scripture and
developed through the Church’s tradition, these
teachings guide us in living out our faith not only in
our personal lives, but also in our responsibilities as
members of

society.

In recent months, a group of parishioners has

gathered to study and discuss Catholic social teaching and reflect on how it speaks to the
challenges of our fime. Their conversations have informed the development of a Voters’
Guide designed to help us consider how these teachings may shape thoughtful and
purposeful citizenship.

Copies of the Voters’' Guide will be distributed at all Masses on Saturday February 28 and
Sunday, March 1. We encourage you to take a copy and prayerfully reflect on how our
faith calls us to engage in civic life with wisdom, compassion, and a commitment to the
common good.



Lenten Simple Supper -
Thursdays at 6:00 pm

LenT IS be’rTer ’roge’rherl Join us on Thursdoys at

our beloved Lenten Simple Suppers

Each week, a different parish group hosts:

¢ March 5 - Adult Basketball Social Ministry

e March 12 - St. Gertrude’s Choir

e March 19 — Coalition for Spiritual & Public
Leadership (CSPL)

e March 26 - TBA

Come for a simple meal, meaningful conversation,
and community. All are welcome—»bring a friend!

Lenten Spirituality Sessions—
Thursdays Immediately After
the Simple Supper

This Lent, the Adult Spirituality and Formation
Committee offers opportunities to explore together
the mystery of our Lenten journey.

All sessions, except for session three, will take place
from 7:00 pm - 8:15 pm in the Social Hall, following
our Simple Supper, which begins at 6:00 pm. You are
welcome to attend any or all sessions. Please come
to Simple Supper and the Lenten series — and bring a
friend!

Here is the description for the second session, Finding the Sacred On Our Lenten Journey
with Patrick T. Reardon:

From the beginning of humanity, art and literature have been used to express and find the
Sacred, especially in moments of great pain and unrest. Author and poet, Patrick T.
Reardon will share an easy primer about poetry and the poetic form, inviting us to use pen
and paper to reveal and discover the presence of the Sacred in both the joys and sorrows
of our lives and of the world.

Additional sessions are:

e Thursday, March 12 — Return Again To The Land of Your Soul: An Evening of
Contemplative Music - Jonathan Hannau (held in church)

e Thursday, March 19 - Fasting: The Second Pillar of Lent — Chris Counfryman

e Thursday, March 26 - Aimsgiving: The Third Pillar of Lent — panel of St. Gertrude
parishioners



Lenten Season Mediation
Series: Music, Stillness,
Solidarity - Fridays at 6:00 pm

We live in incredibly tfroubled times. Injustice after
injustice and a stream of never ending tragedies
show through social media algorithms designed to
distract us. It is difficult to digest it all, let alone find a
moment of stillness to reflect and potentially act on
if.

This year we bring back Music, Stillness, Solidarity. I
will happen every Friday night during Lent through
March 27. From 6:00-6:30 pm, St. Gertrude's will be
open as a safe space where ALL are welcome to come, sit, pray, and meditate as we
navigate these realities as a community.

Contemplative music will be played through the duration of the time to help guide and
promote reflection on the day.

Lenten Stations of the Cross -
Fridays at 3:00 pm and 6:30 pm

Each Friday at 3:00 pm during Lent, we will offer a
traditional Way of the Cross.

Another Stations of the Cross will be held at 6:30 pm
on Fridays after our Lenten Meditation: Music,

Stillness and Solidarity. These Stations of the Cross will
have a social justice theme, this Friday its is LGTBQ+.

The remaining Stations of the Cross themes are:

e March 13: Refugees and Migrants
e March 20: Through the Eyes of Mary
e March 27: The Way of the Cross for Our Time

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturdays at 4:00 pm
and Monday, March 23

Every Saturday from 4:15-4:45 pm, private confession is available.

There is also a communal confession for all the parishes in our deanery (Deanery 2B) on
Monday, March 23 at 7:00 pm at the St. Nicholas campus of St John XXIII Parish in Evanston,
located at 806 Ridge Ave. in Evanston.




Codlition for Spiritual and
Public Leadership (CSPL)
Meeting Planned for Saturday,
March 7

St. Gertrude is a member of CSPL, the faith-based
organization that organized the recent People’s
Mass and Eucharistic Procession to the Broadview
Detention Center.

Come together with other parishioners on Saturday,
March 7, from 1:30-3:00 pm in the Ministry Center to
build community and discuss how to help advance
our parish's commitments to social justice, human
concerns and faith formation through our
participation in CSPL.
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All are welcome!

Collection Drive for Care for
Real is March 7-8
care fOI‘ I‘ea| St. Gertrude has its monthly collection drive for our

FOOD * CLOTHING * SUPPORT neighbors in need on March 7-8! Visit hitps://
Food & linktr.ee/cfrchicago for information about donating
and links to their Facebook and Instagram pages to

su pply Drive see what they are specifically looking for at this

fime.

NEXT WEEKEND Please place nonperishable items in the bins af the

back of church.

Our asylum seekers’ collection is the full first
weekend of each month, and our general
collection drive for Care for Real is always the fourth
calendar weekend every month. We are so grateful for your help supporting Care for Real
as they work to provide food and much-needed supplies to our neighbors who are

struggling.

Join Us for the Rosary at St. Gerts

Guadalupanos Rosary Group (Grupo del Rosario de Guadalupanos) on Friday Evenings

All are welcome to attend the bilingual weekly Rosary group held on Friday evenings at
7:00 pm in the dining room of the Ministry Center, located at 6214 North Glenwood Avenue.
Recitation of the Holy Rosary after 7:30 am Mass

Additionally, the Rosary is said every Monday through Friday in the church right after the
7:30 am mass. Please consider joining us in church—we would love to have you!
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Confirmation Rehearsal is Next
Sunday, March 8; the
Sacrament of Confirmation is
Tuesday, March 10!

The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place next
week. We ask that families of these students please
note these important dates:

e Sunday, March 8 - After the 10:30 am Mass in
Church, there is a rehearsal for Confirmation.

e Tuesday, March 10 - The Sacrament of
Confirmation will take place at 7:00 pm in Church.
Confirmation candidates are expected to gather at

6:00 pm in the Ministry Center.

e Thursday, April 30 - There is a second Confirmation Retfreat planned in the Ministry Center
from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.

Questionse Contact Eloy Escamilla at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org.

Please keep these students in your prayers as they prepare for this sacrament.

Book Club is Tuesday,
March 10

Join us for a discussion of Lessons in Chemistry by
Bonnie Garmus on Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30 pm at
the Ministry Center, 6214 W. Glenwood. New
participants are always welcomel!

For questions, contact Lea Cloninger (773.213.0509)
or Sue Benjamin (773.551.8401).

February 21-22 Financial Report

Sunday Collection Envelopes: $1,200.00 Budgeted: $10,000.00

Loose Checks: $300.00 Difference: -$2,348.08

Loose Cash/Coins: $767.00 YTD Collected FY 2026: $356,109.99
Online Donations: $5,384.97 YTD Budgeted FY 2026: $550,000.00
Total Collected: $7,651.97 Difference: -$193,890.01




Friendship Club is Thursday,
March 12

The St. Gertrude Women's Friendship Club meets
monthly on the second Thursday of every month in
the Ministry Center, 6216 North Glenwood Avenue.

The gathering begins at 11:30 am, and attendees
should bring their own (brown bag) lunch.

& | Gertrude’s Youth Mission
& Experience

Parish teens are invited to participate in St.
Gertrude’s Youth Mission Experience, taking place
June 22-26. Open to students entering seventh
grade through high school, this weeklong
experience offers teens the chance to serve
alongside Chicagoland organizations while growing
in faith, friendship, and community.

YOUTH
MISSION
EXPERIENCE

Participants will enjoy meaningful service, have fun
together, and earn volunteer hours. The cost for the
week is $125.

To reserve a spot or learn more, please contact Pastoral Associate Eloy Escamilla
at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org.

Curious About Events & Activities at St. Geris?

Upcoming events are listed on the home page, stgertrudechicago.org, and in our Events
calendar, found under the News/Programs heading!

Looking for Information About Lenten Events
and Resources?

A full list of all Lenten activities and resources can be found our website’s Lenten page,
hitps://stgertrudechicago.org/lent-2026.




Growing in Faith

“But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Rise
and do not be afraid.’”

In our gospel for this second Sunday of Lent, we
hear Matthew's version of Jesus’s Transfiguration.
(Last year we heard Luke's take on this story on the
second Sunday; next year we'll get Mark’s.)

There are lots of similarities in how the synopftic
gospel writers tell this story, but Matthew adds a
couple of verses that might be especially good for
1% Us to note this year. Verse 6 tells us that, once the
cloud of fransfiguration started, the disciples were
afraid. Mark and Luke mention that, too, but in a
different place. What really caught my attention
was verse 7: "But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Rise and do not be afraid.’”

Wow! What a gift for those terrified and confused disciples! Even though he looked different
and was standing with two, long-dead prophets, they must have recognized his familiar
touch. And his voice, the same one they listened to every day, must have calmed their
hearts and slowed their breathing.

What a gift for us, too. There is plenty to fear right now. But Jesus tells us, too: “Rise, and do
not be afraid.” Keeping our eyes on Jesus — who spoke with prophets and also those most
on the margins — will center and guide us. We'll be able to stand and walk with confidence,
believing that what we see right now isn’'t how the story really turns out.

~ Sister Susan Quaintance O.S.B.

Please Take our Parish's DMI
Survey

St. Gertrude is on a journey to know, love and serve
Christ better and thrive---and we want to hear from
our parishioners!

The survey assesses our unique strengths and
opportunities. Share your perspective now to help
strengthen St. Gertrude and better prepare us for
the futurel

Access the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey link at
hitps://bit.ly/DMIsurveyStGerts or scan the QR code.
Paper copies of the survey are available in the back

of church.



Activities Around the Archdiocese

NCA'’s Online Auction Ends
Sunday March 1 at 8:00 pm!

Northside Catholic Academy’s online auction
closes Sunday, March 1 at 8:00 p.m.! With more
than 100 exciting items generously donated by
our Wildcat community and local businesses,
there's something for everyone. From sports
tickets and spa days to summer camps and
staycations, this year's auction truly delivers in a
BIG way.

ENDS MARCH 17

SOIREE
AUCTION
IS LIVEk

Every bid supports Northside Catholic
Academy while also celebrating and
supporting the wonderful local businesses that
make our community so strong.

Buy tickets: NCASOIREE.COM

Help us spread the word as we work toward
our $20,000 goal. Place your bids at ncasoiree.com, share the link, and be part of the ex-
citement before the auction ends!

\. PARKINSON SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES AND PUBLIC HEALTH

* o G
S MARIA BRIDGES TO
HADDEN HEALTH

Q\a 49™ Ward Alderwoman
Free & Open to the community! All ages welcome!

49TH WARD TOWN HALL

Wednesday, March 4 @ 6pm-8pm
Sullivan High School Auditorium
6631 N Bosworth Ave

Celebrate Chicago’s birthday with
community, music, and food!

March 14 10am - 1pm B LOYOLA

PARKINSON SCHOOL
OF HEALTH SCIENCES
AND PUBLIC HEALTH

Hear updates from your Alderwoman, plus
your State and County elected officials.

Loyola University Chicago
Damen Student Center
1032 W. Sheridan Rd

RSVP encouraged
Walk-ins welcome

* Connect to activities at our resource fair.

-" A

TN -4 34
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Spanish Interpretation will be provided.

Se proporcionara interpretacion en espaiol.
www.49thward.org | office@49thward.org | 773-338-5796 | FB/Instagram @alderwoman49

A free community wellness event connecting
individuals and families to local health resources,
education, and support.

Get connected to local services, learn about your health,
and take home helpful resources.

What to Expect:
« Local organizations sharing valuable community
resources
« Hands-on activities and health education
« Free health screenings (optional)
« Free food, healthy snacks, and giveaways
« Near CTA bus/train
« Parking validation available

QUESTIONS: CONTACT PARKINSONSTUDENTLIFE@LUC.EDU




Ambos Nogales: -

the many stories of one city

l Benedictine Sisters of
Chicago: Ambos Nogales:
IThe Many Stories of One City

Please join the Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
for a special discussion on Monday, March 9 at
6:30 pm.

Titled "Ambos Nogales: The Many Stories of One
City", Sr. Belinda will share her experiences and
reflections from a week spent at the Arizona
Mexico border with other sisters from across the
el B country.

‘Monday, March 9 at 6:30pm
St. Scholastica Monastery

! y 5N | Please RSVP to attend in person or via Zoom to
- Sr. Belinda Monahan, OSB will share her experiences from a ‘ Communlcghons CoordanTor SUSOﬂ Clgrk O-I'
reek in Nogales, a city that straddles the Arizona / Mexieoborder. ™ .
R e I s C|ark@osbchicago.org or (773) 764-2413 x 232.

Z
SUMMERCAMPS

EXPERIENCE THE BROTHERHOODD

www.nddons.org/summercamps2026

Visit our Parish Website

For the latest parish events, bulletins, staff contact info, details on how to getinvolved in the
parish, information about Heart to Heart, our Medical Lending Closet, sacraments, our
religious education program, office hours, and more, visit our parish’s website at
stgertrudechicago.org.
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Schedule for Ministers of the Word, Eucharistic
Ministers, & Altar Servers

Ministers of the Word

Saturday, February 28 at 5:00 pm - Martin Waide, Joseph McMahon
Sunday, March 1 at 8:00 am - Jacalyn Meier, Carol Ann Munro

Sunday, March 1 at 10:30 am - Bob Backis, Edie Sheridan

Eucharistic Ministers

Saturday, February 28 at 5:00 pm - Tim Harrington
Sunday, March 1 at 8:00 am - Hallie Burhoe
Sunday, March 1 at 10:30 am - Rafael Melendez, Patrick Robinson, Sarah Millar

Altar Servers

Saturday, February 28 at 5:00 pm - cross bearer: Wyatt Dant; acolytes: Carter

Dant, Sammy Kloster

Sunday, March 1 at 10:30 am - cross bearer: Javier Lassus ; acolytes: Oscar Lassus, Angel

Garcia

Please Pray for our Parishioners and Friends

Mary Amelse

Victor Ayes

Carlos Barragan
Patrick Barton

Zara Bradley
Maggie Callahan
Aida Calvopina
Marta Carlson
Terrence Carmichael
Kathy Catrambone
Cavicke Family
Mary DeBois

David Denegas
Ann Collins Dole
Renee Elhoumaidi
Mr. and Mrs. Emin Euman
Luke Fitzgerald
Adolf Gabriel

Marie Galoney
Thomas Hajduch
Anne Marie Hamde

Rochelle Hernandez

Tricia Hernandez
Maria Hertfl
Gertrude Huisman
Tony Hunter

John Kahoun
Mary E. Kelley
Marilyn Klein

Jim Laczkowski
Joseph Lambin
Carleen Lorys
River Malik

James Mann

Alex Marks
Theresa McMahon
Nancy Michael
Steve Monti

Hilda Mora

Patti Paul

Dealina Peon
Claude Poulsen

Delphine Richert
Joan Ross

Willy Spalla

Floret Spalle

Mary Pierce Spalla
Frannie Swaine
Marie Tarallo
Christopher Thomas
Elinora E. Tolentino
Joe Touchstone
Manuel & Norma Viray
Tayana Wallace
King Wallace
Christian Wallace
Kevin Walsh

Leon Ward

Ron Whitfield
Janice Wittenberg
Dawn Wyman
Yyes Yoza

Joel Pozzi Zio
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Upcoming Mass Intentions

e Monday, March 2: 7:30 am - Communion Service

e Tuesday, March 3: 7:30 am - Purgatorial Society

e Wednesday, March 4: 7:30 am - The O'Reilly family

e Thursday, March 5: 7:30 am - People of God

e Friday, March 6: 7:30 am - Greg Wall+

e Saturday, March 7: 5:00 pm - Wendy Cotter

e Sunday, March 8: 8:00 am - Yadveaga Hassa+; 10:30 am - Mary Lou O'Toole+ and Bobby
Udrow; 10:30 am Gym - Edith Herbin+

Mass Times/Rectory Office Hours/Reconciliation

o Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 am Mass in Church, 10:30 am Gym Mass; Monday-Friday: 7:30 am
(Monday is a Communion service); Saturday: 7:30 am & 5:00 pm

« The office is open Monday-Friday from 8:30 am-4:30 pm and is closed on weekends.

e Reconciliation is offered on Saturdays from 4:15-4:45 pm in church or by appointment by
calling the Rectory at 773.764.3621. There is a bilingual communal confession for all the
parishes in our deanery on Monday, March 23 at 7:00 pm at the St. Nicholas campus of
St John XXIIl Parish in Evanston, located at 806 Ridge Ave. in Evanston.

Parish Staff and Contact Info

Rev. Sergio Romo, Pastor—sromo@stgertrudechicago.org

Patricia Branigan, Events/Room Booking Contact—pbranigan@stgertrudechicago.org
Jane Carrillo, Parish Secretary— jearrillo@stgertrudechicago.org

Eloy Escamilla, Pastoral Associate—eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org

Jonathan Hannau, Music Director—jhannau@stgertrudechicago.org

Laurie Hasbrook, Heart to Heart Lending Closet Manager-lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org
Edgar Osorio Leon, Maintenance Director—eosorioleon@archchicago.org

Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, Heart to Heart Director—squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org
Tracy Shields, Communications Director—stgertbulletin@yahoo.com

Eduardo Soto, Director of Parish Management—esoto@stgertrudechicago.org

Heart to Heart/Lending Closet Contact Info

To reach our Heart to Heart director, Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, call her at 872.296.2537 or
email her at squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org. To reach Laurie Hasbrook, our Lending
Closet manager, please call 773.973.5464 or email her at Ilhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org.

Contact the Parish Pastoral Council

The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) can be reached at stgertrudeparishcouncil@gmail.com.

Donate to our Parish

o PayPallink - visit our parish website at www.stgertrudechicago.org
o GiveCentral: www.givecentral.org/location/8/allevents
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