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Bulletin for
Sunday,

September 22, 2024
‘ k‘ 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

From Fr. Mlke Gabrlel

When | listen to the news, | find myself thinking, “What a mess our world and our country is!"
Whether it is the war in the Ukraine or the Middle East, or the political climate in our own
country, the hope of unity seems to be a far-off, fleeting dream. The news is filled with
violence, shootings, with only rare expressions of hope, justice, and peace. | could go on,
but it would just be more depressing and negative energy.

We can only face these times with the willingness to
forgive and live the values of Jesus: compassion, ;
kindness, service, justice and love. Will that change the @
world, our country, and our families¢ Well, hopefully, at
least a little. Will living Christ’s love change you?

We were all saddened last week to learn that Scoftt
Williams, the new music director, will be going to
another parish. You can read his letter below. We do
wish Scott the best! This does bring us back to square
one. We are reviewing and beginning fo figure out the |
next step.

Last Monday night, five parishioners came to a
meeting about a pilgrimage for the Holy Year. This is a
walking pilgrimage, not a bus pilgrimage, starting on
March 15, 2025. If interested, let me know at
mgabriel@stgertrudechicago.org.

This coming Wednesday, September 25, author and
parishioner Michelle Nickerson will discuss her book,
Spiritual Criminals. This will start at 7:00 pm in the Social
Hall. | hope to see you therel




A Letter from Scott Williams,
Music Director

Hi everyone - this is a difficult announcement for me
to make after such a joyful first week here at St.
Gertrude’s. As some of you know, | live out in the
western suburbs in Riverside, and this last Monday |
was approached by the pastor of St. Mary’s church,
which is two blocks from where | live. Their music
director recently announced that they'll be
resigning, and the pastor was hoping I'd consider
being his replacement at St. Mary’s.

| was, of course, shocked, as I've been enjoying the
process of settling in and getting to know the staff
here at St. Gertrude’s and have been excited
about getting to know all of you; but after talking with my family, and a lot of prayer, |
realized that the opportunity to minister minutes from my home, and to always be within
walking distance of my daughter’s school and my place of work was an opportunity for my
family that | couldn’t pass up.

The decision to pursue this opportunity was made so much more difficult for me primarily
because of the warmth and welcoming of the St. Gertrude’s staff. Fr. Mike has been so
welcoming and encouraging from the moment | met him, Eduardo Soto has been
incredibly knowledgeable and helpful with the employment transfer process, Eloy’s
understanding and organization of the offerings at St. Gertrude’s have make the music
planning/scheduling process go smoothly for me, and getting to celebrate Sherl’s birthday
last week with Sr. Susan, Laurie, Tracy, Andy, and the rest of the staff was such a delight, and
made it overwhelmingly clear that my decision to not move forward with St. Gertrude has
nothing to do with this staff, or this community. I've worked as an employee of the
Archdiocese for the past two decades, and the warmth, honesty, and welcoming spirit of
St. Gertrude has been unmatched.

This is a wonderful place, and I'm confident this parish will continue to thrive because of the
quality of the community and the people who minister here. I'm sad that | won't be a direct
part of it, and | feel terrible about the timing and the way that this has played out, but | have
to frust in God'’s plan for St. Gertrude, and God'’s plan for myself and my family, even if it’s
certainly not the way | would have personally planned things out.

| understand if you are disappointed, or upset, or surprised, and I'm happy to talk to anyone
with any questions; I'm easy to find by the piano after masses, and you can send me an
email at swilliams@stgertrudechicago.org if we're unable to talk in person.

My plan is to hopefully stay here for however long it takes to fill this position, and I'll be doing
everything | can to make help the fransition to the new music director as smooth as possible.

Thank you so much for your support and prayers, as | will be praying for this community as
well.



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ‘ @ second COIIeCiion for
Seminarian Education Fund

SEMINARIAN Collection - September 21-22
E D U CATl O N F U N D The Annual Seminarian Appeal collection will take

The archdiocesan collection for the place the weekend of September 21-22. Your
et el ke B ke e et g di e financial support helps cover the cost of their

‘ I preparation, which includes tuition and fees, room
Il ond board, and health insurance. Please keep our
, seminarians in your prayers as they continue their
£ journey toward the priesthood.

Care for Real Collection This

Weekend @
St. Gertrude has its monthly food drive this weekend! " care for real

FOOD « CLOTHING * SUPPORT

Missed it2 Donations can be dropped off between
12:00-3:00 pm every Monday-Saturday at the back Food & Supply Drive
enfrance of 5339 N. Sheridan.

September 2] & 22
Our monthly collection for asylum seekers is October Collection for
5 and é. Please place nonperishable items in the Asylum Seekers
bins at the back of church. Items will be donated to October 5 & 6

Care for Real who is working hard to help these
newly-arrived neighbors.

Parish Garden Update

The latest harvest from our parish garden yielded
some great cucumbers, plenty of green tomatoes,
and the bell peppers!

Our bounty was shared with are for Real and St.
Thomas of Canterbury's soup kitchen.




This Sunday, September 22, is

the 2024 Edgewater Home Tour EDGEWATER
The Edgewater Historical Society will feature the HO"E

West Edgewater neighborhood on a

guided tour through several of its historic homes this

Sunday, September 22, rain or shine. The fee is $25.

At each home, a volunteer docent will greet you
and tell you something about the exterior of the SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

house. You will then be escorted with others in a ZCoe
group to tour the inside of the house, where another

e START LOCATION:
volunteer docent will highlight some of the features 5800 N. RAVENSWOOD

of the interior. You will also receive a souvenir four

booklet containing a map of the neighborhood and
descriptions of each home on the tour.

Reservations are not required. Register at the Rosehill Cemetery entrance, on the west side
of the tracks, at 5800 N. Ravenswood between noon and 4:00 pm and receive your tour
booklet and map. The homes are on Rosehill, Edgewater, Hollywood and Bryn Mawr, and
will be open from noon until 5:00 pm. To visit all featured homes involves walking
approximately one mile (starting at the registration table), using the map in the tour guide
as reference.

R.C.IA. Interested in Becoming

Catholic?

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a
process by which adults learn more about the

- Catholic Church. This free program begins in the fall
!;" and meets until Pentecost.

EEfey of Faith

Many people who begin RCIA are non-Catholics

,.& seeking to become Catholic or at least to explore

| whether Catholicism might be a good home. Those
2o who complete the process and decide to become
Catholic are initiated intfo the Church at the Easter
Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday. Others who take RCIA
are already Catholic but want a deeper
understanding of their faith foundation.

The RCIA process does not ask those who have been baptized in another faith to give up
their denominational experiences. Rather, the RCIA process seeks to add new colors and
designs to their existing faith life tapestry. In addition to attending Mass, the RCIA process
includes weekly gatherings of breaking open the Word of God, sharing our stories, and
learning about our faith traditions.

If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about the RCIA process at St.
Gertrude, contact Eloy Escamilla at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org or call the Rectory
at 773.764.3621.
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Book Discussion with Author
and Parishioner Michelle
Nickerson This Wednesday,
September 25

Recently, longtime parishioner, co-chair of the
parish council, Loyola professor, Fulbright Scholar,
and historian Michelle Nickerson released a book
titled, Spiritual Criminals: How the Camden 28 Put
the Vietham War on Trial. On September 25, the
parish group, Commonweal Dialogue, will host a
discussion with Michelle from 7:00-9:00 pm.

X The book relates the harrowing real-life story of
Catholics who burglarized draft boards to oppose
the Vietham War. Guided by the church’s social teachings, they broke the law to revive
non-violence as an activist strategy for advancing peace at the end of the 1960s. In the
process, these activists exposed illegal activity by the FBI, forcing a new era of
Congressional and judicial oversight of government surveillance in the United States. We
hope to have books on sale in the back of the church in the near future.

October Follow-Up Discussion with Michelle Nickerson

On Friday, October 11th at 6:30 pm, Commonweal Dialogue will continue the discussion of
the book and its relevance for current political protests. This gathering of Commonweal will
be held in the first-floor chapel of the Ministry Center, located at 6214 North Glenwood Ave.
Please RSVP for the October 11 gathering to to John Williams at oolikar@gmail.com or
Denise DeBelle at ddebelle@gmail.com so we are sure to have plenty of pizza and winel!

Guadalupanos Rosary Group
(Grupo del Rosario de
Guadalupanos) on Friday
Evenings

All are welcome to attend the weekly Rosary group
held on Friday evenings at 7:00 pm.

The bilingual gathering is held in the dining room of
the Ministry Center, located at 6214 N. Glenwood
Avenue.




Celebrating 50 Years of St.
{ Francis House

Since 1974, St. Francis House, located in the Uptown
neighborhood at 4652 N Kenmore Ave., has been a
home of hospitality in the tradition of the Catholic
Worker movement.

To mark their 50th Anniversary, they are hosting a
Catholic Worker National Gathering and
Celebration at St. Gertrude parish from October 4-
6, 2024!

Pet Blessing Planned for
Sunday, October 6

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi is Friday, October 4.
As we do each year, there will be Blessing of the
Pets on Sunday, October 6, held after the 10:30 am
Mass.

Please join us with your furry (or scaly!) loved ones!

Are you ready to shape the future of Loyola and
your community? We are on a mission to elevate
education and enhance student support for a
brighter tomorrow. Your input as Rogers Park and
Edgewater residents is vital as we chart the course
for our campus. Let's join forces to create an
exciting vision for the future!

- LOYOLA

s UNIVERSITY CHICAGO

Scan the QR code

olVIW-av
LORIAM

&
G



Religious Ed Has Begun;
Registration is Still Open

We are still accepting students in our 2024-2025
Religious Education program! In-person instruction is
held on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15 am.

Registration forms, the Religious Ed handbook, and
service options for students preparing for
confirmation, can be found aft stgertrudechica-
go.org/religious-education-forms.

Forms in Spanish are also available on our
website. Please note that students must receive two
years of preparation in order to make sacraments.

The fees for the 2024-2025 school year are $210 for
one child and an additional $30 for each student from the same family. Payments will be

accepted at the above page. An
additional sacramental fee of $65 is required for children making their First Communion and
First Reconciliation, or their Confirmation.

Completed forms and any questions about the program should be emailed to Eloy
Escamilla at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org.

Interested in becoming a substitute catechist teacher? Contact Eloy Escamilla at the above
email address.

Kids Word at 10:30 am Masses

On Sundays during the 10:30 am Mass in church,
children aged 4-7 years-old are invited to attend
Kids Word to hear an age-appropriate Gospel
b message and do fun, scripture-based activities,
, such as coloring or crafts, in the Rectory.

Children are invited by the celebrant to come to
- the altar before the readings and will return to
“ church before the petitions.

Email eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org for details.

Sign Up for Emails from St. Gerirude Parish!

If you would like to receive parish bulletins/emails from our parish or your email address has
changed, please let us know! Send an email to news@stgertrudechicago.org and specify if
you would prefer just the weekly bulletin, distributed on Thursday afternoons, or our daily
prayer/reflection with notices about upcoming parish events.
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- Growing in Faith

| LD

g - W;é A few years back, there was a popular expression,
bm»:“ “it takes a village to raise a child.” Maybe it was
& & —~ popular because it needed no explanation. It was
&~ .. immediately understood, immediately recognized.
"We've all been that child. We all live in that village.

e intuitively, instinctively, “as a village" raise a

hild maybe because we intuitively, instinctively,
ollectively understand what Jesus tells us in today'’s
ospel: "to receive the child is to receive me and
hoever receives me, receives the one who sent

me.

__J% today’s gospel (you remember the story), the
apostles are squabbling over who amongst them is the most important. Jesus responds to
their ambition to be the greatest with the tender gesture of embracing a child.

In contrast — we find in the other readings of the day, misguided worldly ambition to be at
the heart of selfishness, jealousy, envy, cruelty, foul practices, and war.

In my own practice of faith (my life), my take-away is, that when | have an unsettling
ambition for “more” (however | define that) to instead recognize, no, this is enough (this is a
feast): the tender gesture of embracing a child.

At a different level, however, Jesus' example challenges me, as a “villager” in our world
community. Why aren’t we doing more, why aren’t we doing enough for the child in our
midst — in Gaza, or barricaded in the classroom? | don’'t have an answer, but | do have a
clue. It begins with acts in service of the least and the lost.

~ Madeleine Philbin

Financial Report from
September 14-15

Sunday Collection Envelopes: $4,871.00
Loose Checks: $590.00

Loose Cash/Coins: $628.23

Online Donations: $4,040.00

Total Collected: $10,129.23

Budgeted: $10,000.00
Difference: $129.23

Year-to-date Collected FY 2025: $112,595.09
Year-to-date Budgeted FY 2025: $550,000.00
Difference: -$437,404.91




Parish Information

Upcoming Mass Intentions

« Monday, September 23: 7:30 am - Juanita Gusmanos+

o Tuesday, September 24: 7:30 am - Ben Keefe+

« Wednesday, September 24: 7:30 am - Marie and Michael Adler+

o Thursday, September 25: 7:30 am - Communion Service

« Friday, September 26: 7:30 am - Mary Monaghan+

o Saturday, September 27: 7:30 am - Purgatorial Society; 5:00 pm -Adam Kwiecien+

o Sunday, September 28: 8:00 am - Sheila McGuire+; 10:30 am - The Shields family; 10:30
am Gym Mass - Billy Tobin+

Mass Times/Reconciliation/Rectory Office Hours
e Sunday: 8:00 am,10:30 am in Church, 10:30 am Gym Mass; Monday-Friday: 7:30 am
(Thursday is a Communion Service.); Saturday: 7:30 am & 5:00 pm.
e Reconciliation is offered on Saturday from 4:15-4:45 pm in Church or by appointment by
calling the Rectory at 773.764.3621.

e The Rectory office is open Monday-Friday from 8:30 am-4:30 pm and is closed on
weekends.

e For the most up-to-date information, visit stgertrudechicago.org.

Donate to our Parish

o Text the word Donate to 1.773.741.9505.
« PayPallink - visit our parish website at www.stgertrudechicago.org
« GiveCentral: www.givecentral.org/location/8/allevents

Parish Staff and Contact Info

Rev. Michael Gabriel, Pasto—mgabriel@stgertrudechicago.org

Eloy Escamilla, Pastoral Associate—eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org

Sherl Patterson, Office Manager—spatterson@stgertrudechicago.org

Laurie Hasbrook, Heart to Heart Lending Closet Manager-lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org
Andy Mueller, Parish Buildings Engineer—stgertrude1420@stgertrudechicago.org

Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, Heart to Heart Director—squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org
Tracy Shields, Communications Director—stgertbulletin@yahoo.com

Eduardo Soto, Director of Parish Management—esoto@stgertrudechicago.org

Scoftt Williams, Music Director—swilliams@stgertrudechicago.org

Heart to Heart Contact Info

To reach our Heart to Heart director, Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, call her at 872.296.2537 or
email her at squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org. To reach Laurie Hasbrook, our Lending
Closet manager, please call 773.973.5464 or email her at lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org.




Schedule for Ministers of the Word, Eucharistic
Ministers, & Altar Servers

Ministers of the Word
o Saturday, September 21 at 5:00 pm - Joseph McMahon, Roman Reyes
« Sunday, September 22 at 8:00 am - Rob Sierzega, Hallie Burhoe
o Sunday, September 22 at 10:30 am - Eric Ameyaw, Joe Dunne

Eucharistic Ministers

o Satfurday, September 21 at 5:00 pm - Kathy Wall

o Sunday, September 22 at 8:00 am - Barb Daly

o Sunday, September 22 at 10:30 am - Patrick Robinson, Michael Kowalsky, Michelle
Kuehlhorn

Altar Servers

« Saturday, September 21 at 5:00 pm - Esteban Campuzano, cross bearer; Angel
Garcia, acolyte

o Sunday, September 22 at 10:30 am - Mathios Paulus, cross bearer; Jason
Ameyaw and Diarmuid McKeown, acolytes

Please Pray for our Parishioners and Friends

« Victor Ayes Euman e Andy Mueller

e Andrea Banicki e Luke Fitzgerald o Donald Nyderek

o Carlos Barragan e« Tim Giles e Deadlina Peon

o Patrick Barton o Estelle Guardino o Claude Poulsen

e Zara Bradley e Gina Heidkamp e Joan Ross +

o Lilly Buie e Rochelle Hernandez o Willy Spalla

« Hallie Burhoe o Maria Hertl e Floret Spalle

o The Buttitta family o John Kahoun e Elinora E. Tolentino
 Maggie Callaway e Marilyn Klein e Manuel & Norma Viray
« Aida Calvopina o Carleen Lorys « Tayana Wallace

o Claire Conley e River Malik o King Wallace

o Denise DeBelle o Matilde Manzardo e Christinan Wallace
o David Denegas e Janet McCulley e Leon Ward

e Ann Collins Dole « Nancy Michael e Ron Whitfield

e Renee Elhoumaidi e Daniel Moore e YyesYoza

e Mr. and Mrs. Emin o Hilda Mora o Joel Pozzi Zio

Contact the Rectory office at 773.764.3621 or email stgertrude 1420@stgertrudechicago.org
if you would like to add a name to the prayer list.

Visit our Parish Website

For the |latest parish events and information, including our live-streames, bulletins, rectory
hours, events, and more, please visit our website at stgertrudechicago.org.
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