
  

From Fr. Mike Gabriel 
This is the time of the year for new beginnings! Northside Catholic Academy and Chicago 
Public schools began last week and the parish's Religious Ed classes resume this  
weekend. St. Gert's youth group is planning new activities, our RCIA classes are starting up, 
and the Gym Mass is returning. 

Additionally, we have several other special events in September, with more details about 
each event available further down in the bulletin! 

· On Thursday, September 12 at 6:30 pm, all are invited to meet our new music director, 
Scott Williams! 

· Sr. Wendy Cotter, a tenured Professor of Scripture in the Theology Department of Loyola, 
is hosting a night of reflection on Jesus and women in the gospels on Thursday,  
September 19 at 7:00 pm. 

· Author and parishioner Michelle Nickerson will discuss her new book on Wednesday, 
September 25 at 7:00 pm, which outlines the true story of Catholics who burglarized draft 
boards to oppose the Vietnam War. 

Thank you to all our leaders, catechists, and all those who cooperate and collaborate to 
enable all of our parishioners to grow in “wisdom, knowledge, and grace.” 

We are so blessed, and our greatest blessing is good people like you who strive to give their 
best, especially for the good of others. 

September is such a beautiful month. Autumn is in the air. The days are getting shorter and 
soon the leaves will be changing colors and falling to the earth. In a sense, the earth is  
dying to itself so that it can be born again with new life in the Spring. Isn’t it beautiful how 
the changing seasons speak to us of the pattern of life we are called to live as followers of 
Jesus? 

Take an honest look at your life and ask yourself how you are denying yourself and how 
God is calling you to take up your cross and follow in the Lord’s footsteps. At times, the life 
that we are called to is often difficult and not always popular.  
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Meet Scott Williams, our New 
Music Minister! 
 

Scott Williams has worked as a liturgical musician, 
educator, composer, pianist, and vocalist in the  
Chicagoland area for nearly two decades. He  
received his Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies and 
Master of Music in Jazz Performance from DePaul 
University.  
 

In 2015, Scott focused his attention on liturgical  
music ministry, accepting the role of Director of  
Music and Liturgy at Old St. Mary's parish in  
Chicago's South Loop. Scott has planned the music, 
directed the cantors, choirs, and instrumentalists for all four weekend masses and the  
weekly school mass at Old St. Mary's, while also coordinating the scheduling and training of 
lectors, eucharistic ministers and altar servers for the last nine years.  
 

Scott loves spending time with his 7-year-old daughter Ava and his 2-year-old dog Nova, 
watching Chicago White Sox and Bears games and playing billiards with friends, and is  
excited to embrace new challenges in his music ministry journey with the St. Gertrude's 
community! 
 

All are Welcome to our Meet and Greet Scott on Thursday, September 12 
We will have a wine and cheese celebration to welcome our new Music Director on  
September 12 at 6:30 pm. It will take place between the Ministry Center and the Church 
building. Scott will also play for us! 

From Fr. Mike (continued)  
However, Spring will come in many ways, and it is important that we never lose sight of that 
great hope. When we give of ourselves in any way, God will surely fill us with His abundant 
life and many blessings. 

Thank you again for being such generous givers. Whether it be your time, your talent, or 
your treasure, every act of giving bears great fruit in the Kingdom of God. 

May God bless all our labors and may God bless you and continue to build His Kingdom 
through our united and continuous efforts. Peace be with you. 

Beacons of Hope: The pope has declared this a Holy Year. I am asking the staff, Parish 
Council, and ministry leaders to keep the theme, Beacons of Hope, in mind as they plan 
their year out. 

One of the traditional ways of celebrating the Holy Year is by taking a pilgrimage, a journey 
to a Holy Place, which can lead to a personal transformation, after which the pilgrim returns 
to their daily life. 

If anyone in the parish is interested in making a pilgrimage to Rome, there is an information 
meeting on Monday, September 16 at 7:00 pm in the rectory front room, located at 1420 W. 
Granville Ave. This 100 kilometer walking pilgrimage would start in Viterbo, Italy and end in 
the city of Rome and be done during the month of March. 
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Religious Ed Begins This  
Weekend; Registration Still 
Open 
Registration is still open for our 2024-2025 Religious 
Education program! Classes begin on Sunday,  
September 8, with in-person instruction held on  
Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15 am.    
 

Registration forms, the Religious Ed handbook, and 
service options for students preparing for  
confirmation, can be found at stgertrudechica-
go.org/religious-education-forms.  
 

Forms in Spanish are also available on our  
website. Please note that students must receive two years of preparation in order to make 
these sacraments.  
 
The fees for the 2024-2025 school year are $210 for one child and an additional $30 for each 
student from the same family. Payments will be accepted at the above page. An  
additional sacramental fee of $65 is required for children making their First Communion and 
First Reconciliation, or their Confirmation.  
 

Completed forms and any questions about the program should be emailed to Eloy  
Escamilla at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org.  
 
Interested in becoming a substitute catechist teacher? Contact Eloy Escamilla at the above 
email address.  

Kids Word Returns at 10:30 am 
Masses Beginning This Sunday, 
September 8  
On Sundays during the 10:30 am Mass in church, 
children aged 4-7 years-old are invited to attend 
Kids Word to hear an age-appropriate Gospel mes-
sage and do fun, scripture-based activities such as 
coloring or crafts in the Rectory. 
 

Children will be invited by the celebrant to come to 
the altar before the readings and will return to 
church before the petitions. 
 

Email eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org for details. 
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Misericordia Family Fest—Sunday, September 8 
Family Fest, Misericordia’s largest fundraising event of the year brings our families, friends 
and neighbors together for a day of celebration. The festivities include food and drink, live 
entertainment, a cash raffle, children's games, games of chance, in-crowd entertainers, a 
car raffle, Misericordia art, a live & silent auction, bingo, a quilt raffle, and more. 
 

The annual Family Fest will take place from 11:00 am-6:00 pm at 6300 N. Ridge Blvd.  
Proceeds support Misericordia’s programs for children and adults with developmental  
disabilities.  
 

Tickets are available online at https://www.misericordia.com/store/fest-tickets/ and at the 
door. 

Misericordia is looking for volunteers at the event as well as in the days leading up to the 
Fest. This one-day event takes approximately 2,000 volunteers to pull it off and your help 
would be greatly appreciated. Shifts are generally broken down into 2 ½ -3 hours. Sign up 
online at https://www.misericordia.com/events/family-fest-2024/. 

Thank You for Your Generosity!  
Thank you to the many parishioners who dropped off donations for Care for Real this  
weekend for asylum seekers and two weekends ago for our other  neighbors in need! We 
are so grateful for your help supporting them as they work to provide food and much-
needed  supplies to our neighbors who are struggling.   
Missed it? Donations can be dropped off between 12:00-3:00 pm every Monday-Saturday 
at the back entrance of 5339 N. Sheridan.    
Our collection drive for Care for Real is always the fourth calendar weekend every month, 
and our asylum seekers’ collection is the first  weekend of the month.   
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Next Book Club Gathering is 
Monday, September 9  
Next Monday, September 9, the book club will dis-
cuss Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the Dead: A 
Novel by Olga Tokarczuk. The gathering is at 7:00 
pm in the Ministry Center, located at 6214 North 
Glenwood Avenue.   

We would love new voices and opinions! 

Contact Lea Cloninger at her new number, 
773.213.0509, or Sue Benjamin at 773.551.8401 with 
questions. 

Women's Friendship Club  
Gathering is September 12  

St. Gertrude Women's Friendship Club meets  
monthly on the second Thursday of every month in 
the Ministry Center. 
 

The gathering begins at 11:30 am; attendees should 
bring their own (brown bag) lunch. Dessert is  
provided! 
 

 

Interested in Becoming  
Catholic? 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a  
process by which adults learn more about the  
Catholic Church. This free program begins in  
September and meets until Pentecost. 
 

Many people who begin RCIA are non-Catholics 
seeking to become Catholic or at least to explore 
whether Catholicism might be a good home. Those 
who complete the process and decide to become 
Catholic are initiated into the Church at the Easter 
Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday. Others who take RCIA 

are already Catholic but want a deeper understanding of their faith foundation. 
 

Contact Eloy Escamilla at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org or call the Rectory at 
773.764.3621for more info.  



6 

"Jesus and the Women of the 
Gospels" Discussion on  
Thursday, September 19  
The gospel stories and parables offer us details of  
Jesus’ encounters with women, sometimes as  
petitioners, but also as friends and disciples. 
 

In each of these, something of the soul of Jesus is  
revealed to us, his disciples, today. 
 

Please join me on Thursday, September 19 in the  
Social Hall, 1401 W. Granville, from 7:00-9:00 pm. 
 
~ Sister Wendy Cotter CSJ, Ph.D 

The Gym Mass Returns on  
Sunday, September 15 

On Sunday, September 15, the Gym Mass will  
return at its regular 10:30 am time! This more  
casual Mass is held at 1401 West Granville Avenue.  
 

The 2024 Gym Mass schedule will be posted on our 
parish website in the near future at https://
stgertrudechicago.org. 

Free Bibles and Religious Books 
Giveaways on Sept. 14 & 15  
 

There will be a table with free Bible and other  
religious books at the back of church after the 5:00 
pm Mass on Saturday, September 14 and after the 
8:00 am and 10:30 am Masses on Sunday,  
September 15.   
 

Books will be given away on a first-come, first-served 
basis.   
 

For questions or additional information, please  
contact Allen Stryczek at astryczek@sbcglobal.net. 
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Sign Up for Emails from St. Gertrude Parish!  
If you would like to receive parish bulletins/emails from our parish or your email address has 
changed, please let us know!  
 

Send an email to news@stgertrudechicago.org and specify if you would prefer just the 
weekly bulletin, distributed on Thursday afternoons, or our daily prayer/reflection with  
notices about upcoming parish events.  

Book Discussion with Author 
and Parishioner Michelle  
Nickerson on Wednesday,  
September 25   
Recently, longtime parishioner, Loyola professor,  
Fulbright Scholar, and historian Michelle Nickerson 
released a book titled, Spiritual Criminals: How the 
Camden 28 Put the Vietnam War on Trial, published 
by the University of Chicago. 
 

The book relates the harrowing real-life story of 
Catholics who burglarized draft boards to oppose 

the Vietnam War. Guided by the church’s social teachings, they broke the law to revive 
non-violence as an activist strategy for advancing peace at the end of the 1960s. In the 
process, these activists exposed illegal activity by the FBI, forcing a new era of  
Congressional and judicial oversight of government surveillance in the United States. 
 

On September 25, we'll host a discussion with Michelle from 7:00-9:00 pm. We hope to have 
books on sale in the back of the Church in the near future.  

Youth Group Architectural Boat 
Cruise Outing Planned 
Students in grades 7 and up are welcome to attend 
an architecture cruise on September 21 to hear 
about the history and architectural heritage of  
Chicago on this tour, which highlights landmarks 
such as the Chicago Riverwalk, Michigan Avenue 
Bridge, Wrigley Building, and Willis Tower.  
 

The group will meet at St. Gertrude at 10:00 am and 
then take the train downtown. Please RSVP by  
September 14th. Reach out to Eloy Escamilla 
at eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org for additional 
information and to RSVP. 
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Heart to Heart Volunteer Spotlight: Michael Kowalsky  
The Heart to Heart Lending Closet provides durable medical equipment to people  
throughout Chicagoland. Items donated to us for distribution are gently used and in good 
condition. But when we get a perfectly sturdy wheelchair, transport chair, or rollator with a 
flat tire or loose supports -- Michael Kowalsky comes to the rescue! 
 

Michael is a Heart to Heart volunteer with a knack for diagnosing the most perplexing 
equipment issues. Thanks to Michael, along with the folks who donate to us, we're able to 
keep our mobility room well-stocked!   

Thank You for Your Generosity!  
Thank you to the many parishioners who dropped off 
donations for Care for Real this weekend for asylum 
seekers and two weekends ago for our other  
neighbors in need! We are so grateful for your help 
supporting them as they work to provide food and 
much-needed  supplies to our neighbors who are 
struggling.   
  
Our collection drive for Care for Real is always the 
fourth calendar weekend every month, and our  
asylum seekers’ collection is the first  weekend of the 
month.   
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Growing in Faith: "Show No 
Partiality" James 2:1 
 
One of the most important themes we have heard 
in speeches as our nation prepares for the  
November election is, “Show no partiality.”  
 

In Jesus’ day, if someone was prominent in the 
city, for example, built the city stadium, his 
son would be treated with special privileges by the 
court, in contrast to a poor man’s son. “Show no 
partiality!” This is where Christian teachings, the 
teachings of Jesus, were shocking, and even for 
the first new converts, as we can see from James’ 
very clear example! Every person was to be  
considered equal in dignity, for everyone is a child 

of God, our Father, and we are God’s family.  
 

Our country also holds this dear, “One nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” Yet 
isn’t it true that we can be influenced by persons of wealth, fame, and/or social  
prominence in the media, so that they have the voice, and we listen, over those who may 
be far more wise, but are humble and largely unknown before the world? James’ counsel 
comes at a good time for us, doesn’t it? 
 

Lord, we reject partiality on any basis, and promise you a heart vigilant to try to treat all with 
fairness and your love. 
 

~ Sister Wendy Cotter CSJ, Ph.D 

 Financial Report from Last 
Weekend 

Sunday Collection Envelopes: $4,757.00 
Loose Checks: $795.00 
Loose Cash/Coins: $557.40 
Online Donations: $3,048.85 
Total Collected: $9,158.25 
 

Budgeted: $10,000.00 
Difference: -$841.75 
 

Year-to-date Collected FY 2025: $97,186.81 
Year-to-date Budgeted FY 2025: $550,000.00 
Difference: -$452,813.19  
 

We will be using the remaining To Teach Who Christ Is funds to purchase supplies for the 
maintenance of the church and rectory. The cost will be $220.00.  
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Guadalupanos Rosary Group (Grupo del Rosario de  Guadalupanos) on Friday Evenings: All 
are welcome to attend the bilingual weekly Rosary group held on Friday evenings at 7:00 
pm in the dining room of the Ministry Center, located at 6214 North Glenwood Avenue. 

Two Marriage Programs  
Available 
Retrouvaille 
If your marriage has become troubled or stressed, 
unloving or uncaring, or if your relationship has 
grown cold or distant, if you are thinking of  
separation or divorce, or if you are already 
separated or divorced, but you want to try again, 
then the Retrouvaille program can help you. 
 

For more upcoming dates, information, or to 
register, call 1.800.470.2230, 224-534-9235 or go 
to helpourmarriage.org.  

Marriage Encounter 
As Pope Francis states, living together is an art and can be a beautiful journey. Marriage 
can be challenging with family, work, finances, kids, busy schedules and al that life offers. 
Losing focus on what is important in life is easy. 
 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend experience focuses on what's important in your 
marriage and provides the tools to live a beautiful journey together. It's for any married  
couple that desires a richer, fuller life together. 
 

For more info, visit www.wwme.org. 

Celebrating 50 Years of St. 
Francis House  
 

Since 1974, St. Francis House, located in the Uptown 
neighborhood at 4652 N Kenmore Ave., has been a 
home of hospitality in the tradition of the Catholic 
Worker movement.  
 

To mark their 50th Anniversary, they are hosting a 
Catholic Worker National Gathering and  
Celebration at St. Gertrude parish from October 4-6, 
2024! 
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Parish Information 

Donate to our Parish 
· Text the word Donate to 1.773.741.9505. 
· PayPal link - visit our parish website at www.stgertrudechicago.org  
· GiveCentral: www.givecentral.org/location/8/allevents 

Upcoming Mass Intentions 
· Monday, September 9: 7:30 am - Judith Patterson+ 
· Tuesday, September 10: 7:30 am - Nancy Kelly Kohl+ 
· Wednesday, September 11: 7:30 am - Ben Keefe+ 
· Thursday, September 12: 7:30 am - Communion Service 
· Friday, September 13: 7:30 am - Victor Reyes+ 
· Saturday, September 14: 7:30 am - Sheila McGuire+; 5:00 pm - Hal Mann+ 
· Sunday, September 15: 8:00 am - Billy Tobin+; 10:30 am - Betty Taylor+ Jack Taylor+; 10:30 

am Gym Mass - Billy Tobin+ 

Parish Staff and Contact Info 
Rev. Michael Gabriel, Pastor—mgabriel@stgertrudechicago.org 
Eloy Escamilla, Pastoral Associate—eescamilla@stgertrudechicago.org 
Sherl Patterson, Office Manager—spatterson@stgertrudechicago.org 
Laurie Hasbrook, Heart to Heart Lending Closet Manager-lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org 
Andy Mueller, Parish Buildings Engineer—stgertrude1420@stgertrudechicago.org 
Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, Heart to Heart Director—squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org 
Tracy Shields, Communications Director—stgertbulletin@yahoo.com 
Eduardo Soto, Director of Parish Management—esoto@stgertrudechicago.org 

Heart to Heart Contact Info  
To reach our Heart to Heart director, Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, call her at 872.296.2537 or 
email her at squaintance@stgertrudechicago.org. To reach Laurie Hasbrook, our Lending 
Closet manager, please call 773.973.5464 or email her at lhasbrook@stgertrudechicago.org.  

Mass Times/Reconciliation/Rectory Office Hours 
· Sunday: 8:00 am,10:30 am in Church, 10:30 am Gym Mass; Monday-Friday: 7:30 am 

(Thursday is a Communion Service.); Saturday: 7:30 am & 5:00 pm.  
· Reconciliation is offered on Saturday from 4:15-4:45 pm in Church or by appointment by  

calling the Rectory at 773.764.3621.  
· The Rectory office is open Monday-Friday from 8:30 am-4:30 pm and is closed on  

weekends.  
· For the most up-to-date information, visit stgertrudechicago.org.   
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Schedule for Ministers of the Word, Eucharistic  
Ministers, & Altar Servers  

Ministers of the Word 
· Saturday, September 7 at 5:00 pm - Millie Slane, Art Lyons 
· Sunday, September 8 at 8:00 am - Kathryn Stimac, Brynn Thomas 
· Sunday, September 8 at 10:30 am - Rose Karasti, Sarah Millar 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
· Saturday, September 7 at 5:00 pm - Kathy Wall 
· Sunday, September 8 at 8:00 am - Barb Daly 
· Sunday, September 8 at 10:30 am - Steven Monti, Annie Hasselbeck, Stephen  

Hasselbeck 
Altar Servers 

· Saturday, September 7 at 5:00 pm - Esteban Campuzano, cross bearer; Angel  
Garcia and Addison Regan, acolytes 

· Sunday, September 8 at 10:30 am -Dominic Rubino, cross bearer; Sammy 
Kloster and Carter Dant, acolytes 

Please Pray for our Parishioners and Friends 

Euman 
· Luke Fitzgerald  
· Tim Giles 
· Estelle Guardino 
· Gina Heidkamp 
· Rochell Hernandez  
· Maria Hertl 
· John Kahoun  
· Marilyn Klein  
· Carleen Lorys 
· River Malik  
· Matilde Manzardo  
· Janet McCulley 
· Nancy Michael   
· Daniel Moore 
· Hilda Mora 

· Victor Ayes  
· Andrea Banicki 
· Carlos Barragan 
· Patrick Barton 
· Zara Bradley  
· Lilly Buie 
· Hallie Burhoe 
· The Buttitta family 
· Maggie Callaway 
· Aida Calvopina  
· Claire Conley 
· Denise DeBelle 
· David Denegas  
· Ann Collins Dole  
· Renee Elhoumaide  
· Mr. and Mrs. Emin  

· Andy Mueller 
· Donald Nyderek  
· Dealina Peon  
· Claude Poulsen 
· Joan Ross + 
· Charley Scantlebury  
· Willy Spalla  
· Floret Spalle  
· Elinora E. Tolentino  
· Manuel & Norma Viray 
· Leon Ward 
· Ron Whitfield 
· Yyes Yoza 
· Joel Pozzi Zio 

Visit our Parish Website 
For the latest parish events and information, including our live-streams, bulletins, rectory 
hours, events, and more, please visit our website at stgertrudechicago.org. 

Rest in Peace 
· Ben Keefe 


