St. Gertrude

ALL ARE WELCOME

1420 W. Granville Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60660
www.stgertrudechicago.org @ 773.764.3621
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time e February 24, 2019

“Stop judging and you will not be judged.
Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.
Forgive and you will be forgiven.

Give, and gifts will be given to you;

a good measure, packed together,
shaken down, and overflowing,
will be poured mto your lap.

For the measure with which you measure
will 1n return be measured out to you.”

Luke 0:37-38
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From Father Rich

This is Commitment Weekend for the Annual
Catholic Appeal. After listening to a recorded |
message from Cardinal Cupich, I will be leading
us all through the Commitment Process,
completing the Commitment Cards. As I said last &
weekend, I encourage everyone to take part in the
Annual Catholic Appeal which serves the parishes
of the Archdiocese and especially reaches out to
those most in need. This is a perfect way for each
of us to extend our charity beyond our own local
community. Please be as generous as your means
allow.

These are the concluding days of the International
meeting in Rome. The heads of all the bishops’

\
conferences throughout the world have come
together to focus on the sexual abuse crisis in the church. Cardinal Cupich has been one of the main
organizers of this important gathering. In a talk to the priests a few weeks ago and in interviews since then, he
has outlined what he considers the three most important outcomes of the meeting: Responsibility,
Accountability and Transparency. This is not only a local issue, it is present in every corner of the world.
Addressing it not only is necessary for the entire Church, but it also provides a possible template for all
institutions to look at their own systems for protecting the children and youth with whom they come in contact.
Please pray that the Holy Spirit guide these deliberations that they may lead to a true conversion and provide a
pathway back to an integrated, healthy life following the gospel of Jesus Christ.

~ Father Rich
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COME, FOLLOW ME...
and share the Word

2019 Annual Catholic Appeal
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Growing in Faith

It’s easy enough to forget just how countercultural
Jesus was, but it’s easier to see when his words are
written as poetry:

Love your enemies.

Do good to those who hate you.
Bless those who curse you.

Pray for those who mistreat you....

Love your enemies

and do good to them,

and lend expecting nothing back.

Then your reward will be great,

and you will be children of the Most High,
for he himself'is kind

to the ungrateful and the wicked.

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Stop judging, and you will not be judged.
Stop condemning, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven.

Give, and gifts will be given to you.
A good measure, packed
together,

shaken down,

and overflowing,

will be poured into your
lap....

It’s pretty simple, really.

~ Patrick T. Reardon for
Growing in Faith

Parish Calendar
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Sunday, February 24

e In-pew Annual Catholic Appeal at all Masses

e 10:00 am ~ Family Mass hosted by fifth-grade
parishioners and their families

Tuesday, February 26

e 7:00 - 8:30 pm ~ Deanery Listening Session
about the sexual abuse crisis in the Catholic
Church at Misericordia’s Lois Gates Courtyard
Inn (6300 N. Ridge Ave.)

Thursday, February 28

e Deadline for Empower Illinois’ two-for-one
matching gift program

e 7:00 pm ~ Parish Council meeting in the
Ministry Center

Friday, March 1 & Saturday, March 2
e 8:00-9:00 pm ~ Jay Cook performance at
Davenports, 1383 N. Milwaukee

Sunday, March 3

e 9:00 am-12:00 pm ~ Cub Scout Pack 3822’s
annual pancake breakfast in the Social Hall

e After the 10:00 am, 10:30 am, and 11:30 am
Masses ~ NCA’s spring book fair in the NCA
cafeteria

e 7:00-8:00 pm ~ Jay Cook performance at
Davenports, 1383 N. Milwaukee

e 7:00 pm ~ WOW gathering in the Gym balcony

Monday, March 4

e 7:00pm ~ Baptismal prep class in the Rectory
Tuesday, March S

e 9:00am ~ 2020 Mass intentions book opens

Wednesday, March 6 Ash Wednesday

e 7:30 am ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)

e 8:30 am ~ NCA'’s school Mass (Ashes distributed
during Mass.)

e 6:00-6:45 pm ~ Ashes distributed.

e 7:00 pm ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)

Saturday, March 9
e After 5:00 pm Mass ~ Representatives from the

Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese in the
back of Church

Sunday, March 10

o After all the Masses ~ Representatives from the
Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese in the
back of Church

e 6:00-7:00 pm ~ Living stations practice in
Church

Wednesday, March 13

e 7:00 pm ~ Refugee Ministry meeting in the
Ministry Center

e 7:00 pm ~ Knitting in the Ministry Center

Please note, a list of Lenten faith sharing activities
is located on page 5.
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Parish News

TODAY—Annual Catholic This

Appeal:
weekend, our parish will be conducting the Annual
Catholic Appeal in-pew Commitment Weekend.
Please remember that the Annual Catholic Appeal is
much different than a one-time special collection. It
is a pledge campaign where you can make a gift
payable in installments.

The Annual Catholic Appeal theme, “Come, Follow
Me...and Share the Word” was selected to remind
us to continue to answer Jesus’ call to follow Him in
thought, word and deed by providing the necessary
contribution to fund ministries and services to share
God’s love with many others in our Parish and our
Archdiocese.

Each pledge makes a difference! All parish
communities participate in the campaign and the
gifts of many enable our parishes, schools, and
ministries to deliver needed services. Thank you for
your prayerful consideration and generous response.

TODAY—Family Mass: There will be a Family
Mass at 10:00 am hosted by fifth-grader parishioners
today, Sunday, February 24. Donations of unused
warm socks, new or used hats, gloves, and/or scarves
for Care for Real can be put in the vestibule. There
will be hospitality in the back of Church after Mass.
Our next Family Mass will be on Sunday, March 17,
hosted by eighth-grade and WOW parishioners.

Deanery Listening Session about Sexual
Abuse Crisis: The Archdiocese of Chicago is
inviting everyone interested to a listening session
about the sexual abuse crisis in the Catholic Church.
These sessions are in the local deaneries, and
usually follow a parish listening session, such as we
hosted here at St. Gertrude after the Pennsylvania
Grand Jury report.

Our deanery listening session will be held on
Tuesday, February 26 at Misericordia’s Lois Gates
Courtyard Inn, located at 6300 N. Ridge Ave., from
7:00-8:30 pm. Members of the Archdiocesan Office
for Protection of Children and Youth will be present
to answer questions or provide any other helpful
information. No RSVP is needed. Everyone is
welcome!

Pancake Breakfast: Cub Scout Pack 3822 will
host their annual pancake breakfast on Sunday,

March 3 in the Social Hall from 9:00 am-12:00 pm.
Breakfast for adults is $7, seniors - $6, and kids
under 12 years old - $5.

Upcoming Youth Group Meetings: Teens from
the parish are invited to join our WOW youth group,
held from 7:00-8:00 pm in the Gym balcony on
Sunday, March 3 and March 17. Living Stations
practice will be held on Sunday, March 10, 17, 31,
and April 7 from 6:00-7:00 pm in Church. Dinner
will be provided.

March Baptismal Class: The next baptismal prep
class will be held on Monday, March 4 at 7:00pm in
the Rectory. Call 773.764.3621 to register.

Ash Wednesday is March 6: Please note, our

schedule for Ash Wednesday is:

e 7:30 am ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)

e 8:30 am ~ NCA’s school Mass (Ashes distributed
during Mass.)

e 6:00-6:45 pm ~ Ashes distributed.

e 7:00 pm ~ Mass (Ashes distributed during Mass.)

Mass Intentions in 2020: The Mass Intentions
book for 2020 will open on Tuesday, March 5 at 9:00
am. Intentions are limited to one per Mass. There is a
$20 suggested offering.

Knitting Group: The Knitting Group invites all
knitters and crocheters to join us for fun and blanket
square-making! We’ll meet on Wednesday,
March 13 at 7:00pm in the Ministry Center.

Donations of Brown Grocery Bags Needed:
We are preparing for our annual Lenten Food drive,
scheduled for Sunday, March 17. Donations of empty
brown bags are needed. These empty bags will be
distributed to parishioners the weekend of March 9-
10 to fill with donations and returned on March 17.
Bags can be dropped off in the back of Church after
Mass or brought to the Rectory through Saturday,
March 9.

Microphone Donation: Are you hearing things
better in church these days? Parishioner and sound
expert, Jones Brobbey, arranged for our altar
microphone to be upgraded to a more efficient and
powerful model through his employer, Shure. We are
so grateful for Jones’ efforts and expertise in matters
of sound, as well as Shure’s generous donation.
Thank you, Jones!
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Faith Sharing Groups
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Faith sharing groups offer the opportunity to join
with other parishioners during Lent to reflect on
selected readings. Please consider if one of these
groups may be of interest to you as we journey
through Lent to Easter.

If you are new to the parish, they are a way to meet
other members of St. Gertrude, and for “seasoned”
parishioners, they are a way to renew and deepen
relationships.

Below is a list of groups offered during the coming
Lenten season. Sign up sheets are available on the
table in the back of Church.

Women Only

Tuesdays from 7:00-8:30 pm

Location: 1400 W. Hood

March 12-April 9

Facilitated by Mary Ann O’Connor

Focus: Reflection on scripture from the preceding
Sunday with a focus on the Gospel reading.

Thursday Morning Group

Thursdays from 8:30-9:30 am

Location: Ministry Center

March 7, 14, 21 and 28

Facilitated by Kevin Chears

This ongoing group is inviting others to join them
for Lent.

Focus: The Women in the Gospel of Luke.

Women’s Scripture Study

Thursdays at 7:15 pm

Location: the Stryczek residence (1244 W. Granville
Ave.)

March 7-April 11

Facilitated by Suzanne Stryczek

This ongoing group is inviting others to join them
during Lent.

Focus: Reading and reflection on scripture for the
coming Sunday.

Sheridan Road Faith Sharing Group

Thursdays at 7:30 pm, please arrive at 7:15 pm
Location: 6121 N. Sheridan Road (call the Wards at
773.338.1862 from the building’s lobby)

March 12 to April 11

Facilitated by Leon and Ana Ward

Focus: Reading and reflection on Scripture from the
previous Sunday.

Thursday Evening Reflection Group
Thursdays 7:00-8:30 pm

Location: Ministry Center

March 14, 28 and April 11

Facilitated by Christopher Alt

Focus: Brief meditation, followed by “ups and
downs/highs and lows” of the week.

Men’s Group

Fridays from 6:30-8:00am

Location: Ministry Center

March 8-April 12

Facilitated by Allen Stryczek

This ongoing group is inviting others to join them
during Lent.

Focus: Reading and reflection on Scripture using
“Sauntering Through Scripture” by Sister Genevieve
Glen, OSB.

Family Lenten Faith Sharing Group
Saturdays from 10:00-11:00 am

Location: NCA Cafeteria

March 16, 30, and April 6

Facilitated by Jim Potthast

Focus: Interactive faith forming activities for
families with children ages 0-6.
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Upcoming Parish Benefit
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All are invited to attend
But Wait! There's
More!, a Cabaret
featuring Jay Cook

at Davenports,
1383 N. Milwaukee

Friday, March 1
from 8:00-9:00 pm
Saturday, March 2
from 8:00-9:00 pm
Sunday, March 3
from 7:00-8:00 pm

"a'BU'l‘ WAIT! THERE’S MORE!

Jay will perform songs of love, life, and longing. The
cost is $20/person with a two-drink minimum.
General seating, no reserved seats. Doors to the
cabaret room open 30 minutes prior to the show.
Reservations are available online at
www.davenportspianobar.com.

Jay has generously offered to donate the
cover charge to our parish for anyone who
identifies themselves as a St. Gertrude
parishioner to their server.

Parish Council Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council is Thursday,
February 28. The agenda for the meeting is:

L. Prayer and Gospel Reflection
II. Old Business
A. January 24, 2019 minutes - approval
B. Parish Commissions
C. Vision Statement
III.  New Business
A. One-on-One Training
(Guest - Greg Pierce)
IV.  Closing Prayer
V. Adjournment

Minutes from the meeting will be shared in the
bulletin and online at www.stgertrudechicago.org.

~ Colleen Fulkerson

RCIA Information

Why is the RCIA dismissed at Mass? After the
homily, those participating in the RCIA, their
sponsors, and members of the RCIA team are
dismissed from Mass to engage in reflective
discussions that are meant to deepen the knowledge
of God through connecting the scripture readings, the
homily, and our lived experiences.

The RCIA has been gathering since September to
learn about the faith and our sacred traditions in
preparation for the sacraments of initiation that will
take place at the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy
Saturday. Please keep the RCIA group in your
prayers.

Parish Stewardship Report

“Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly one.”
~ 1 Corinthians 15:49

All human beings are embodied spirits made in the
image of God. We carry a spark of the divine within
us. And if we can respond to that spark, let it grow
and work upon us, we can become more fully human.
We can realize the best of what we can be.

Sunday Collection February 9-10 $5,018.20
Budgeted Collection $7.725.00
Underage (-) $2,706.80

Thank you for your continuing generous response to
our Faith in Action offertory campaign. If you have
pledged to increase your electronic donation and
have encountered difficulties in the system, please
contact me at 773.764.3621, extension 21, or
ablumberg@stgertrudechicago.org. I will be happy to

~ Art Blumberg,
Director of Parish
Management

and Facilities
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St. Gertrude’s Refugee Ministry

Northside Catholic Academy

Pope Francis and U.S. Catholic bishops have made
strong statements against refusing entry to children,
women and men fleeing death threats, drug gangs,

domestic  violence, poverty, and climatic
catastrophes.
The bishops are particularly strong in their

opposition to separating children from their parents.
On February 15, 2019, they rejected the notion that
the border situation is a national emergency. “We
remain steadfast and resolute in the vision articulated
by Pope Francis that at this time we need to be
building bridges and not walls,” they said. “[A wall]
would also destroy parts of the environment, disrupt
the livelihoods of ranchers and farmers, weaken
cooperation and commerce between border
communities, and, at least in one instance,
undermine the right to the freedom of worship.”

Our next meeting is Wednesday, March 13 at
7:00 pm in the Ministry Center.

~ Denise Goodman

Care for our Common Home

Among the most challenging of Jesus’ teaching (and
example) is the command to love our enemies and
give to the undeserving. For those committed to care
of our common home, loving those who damage that
home can be especially difficult.

Pope Francis reminds us that what we do to (or for)
anyone, we also do to ourselves. Further, “The
universe unfolds in God, who fills it
completely.” (par. 233)

In the spirit of this solidarity, Debbie Kern will be
writing these Care for our Common Home entries
beginning March 11. Next week will be the last
blurb from Terri MacKenzie, SHCJ. We are so
grateful for her insightful thoughts over the years!

For information on the Green Team, contact

georgetully82(@gmail.com.
~ NCA Green Team

Don’t miss the chance to explore new titles and
purchase popular reads at NCA’s annual Spring
Book Fair on Sunday, March 3. The Dino-Mite Book
Fair will be held in the NCA primary campus
lunchroom, after the 10:00 am, 10:30 am, and
11:30 am Masses.

All proceeds benefit NCA’s primary and middle
school teachers, classrooms, and libraries.

Eucharistic Ministry/Hospitality
Ministry Training
Are you interested in becoming a Eucharistic
Minister or a Minister of Hospitality? A one-day
course in English will be held at St. Andrew’s
Social Hall, 3555 N. Hermitage Ave. Eucharistic
Ministry training will be offered on Saturday, March
2 from 9:00 am-2:00 pm. Minister of Hospitality
training will be held there on Saturday, March 16
from 9:00 am-2:00 pm.

Training in Spanish will be held at St. Thomas of
Canterbury, 4827 N. Kenmore. Eucharistic Ministry
training will be held on Saturday, March 2 from
9:00 am-2:00 pm. Minister of Hospitality training
will be held there on Saturday, March 16 from 9:00
am-2:00 pm.

Training is free and lunch is included. Please contact
Anne Chrzan at achrzan@archchicago.org or
773.388.8679 to register. Please email me at
kchears@stgertrudechicago.org if you plan to
attend.

~ Kevin Chears

Catholic Burial Info

e e e P e e P e e P e e e P e P e e P e P e e P e P e e P
e e P e e P e e P e P e e P e P e e P e P e e P e P e e P

Representatives from the Catholic Cemeteries of the
Archdiocese will be present at our parish Masses
March 9-10 in the back of Church. They can answer
any questions you may have on burial arrangements,
including cremation burial options, the availability of
adjoining family burial locations, and extended
no-interest purchase programs.
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Our Parish at Prayer

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25
7:30 am Living and deceased mothers and fathers
of St. Gertrude parishioners

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26

7:30 am Purgatorial Society

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
7:30 am Michele Mulcahy

T Indicates
person listed
is deceased.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28
7:30 am Communion Service

FRIDAY, MARCH 1
7:30 am Joseph Huy V. Nguyen ¥
8:30 am NCA Mass

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
7:30 am Sr. Agnes Kelly, OSB
5:00 pm Paul w & Cecille ¥ Heidkamp & family

SUNDAY, MARCH 3
8:00 am Parishioners of St. Gertrude
9:30 am Mary Evans ¥
10:00 am Deceased of the Strubbe-Galoney
family @
10:30 am Peon family &
11:30 am Juanita Gusmanos

Readings for the Week
Monday: Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29
Tuesday: Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28,

39-40; Mk 9:30-37
Wednesday: Sir4:11-19; Ps 119:165, 168, 171,
172, 174, 175; Mk 9:38-40

Ministers of the Word

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
5:00 pm Norm Bowers, Kathleen Dawson

SUNDAY, MARCH 3
8:00 am Carol Ann Munro, David Sullivan
9:30 am Pat Riley, Barbara Rossi, Leon Ward
10:00 am Bob Backis, Donna Whalley
10:30 am TBA
11:30 am Steven Monti, Troy McMillan

Support the Archdiocese of Chicago

Domestic Violence Outreach
Your online donation is secure and flexible. You
can choose the amount you wish to give and how
you wish to have the funds designated. Donations

may be made at

https://www.givecentral.org/location/132/
event/12645.

Thursday:  Sir 5:1-8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mk 9:41-50
Friday: Sir 6:5-17; Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34,
35; Mk 10:1-12
Saturday: Sir 17:1-15; Ps 103:13-18;
Mk 10:13-16
Sunday: Sir:27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3, 13-16;
1 Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45
Eucharistic Ministers
SATURDAY, MARCH 2

5:00 pm Mary Cook, Joan Harrington, Tim
Harrington, Kathy Wall, Michelle
Kuehlhorn

SUNDAY, MARCH 3
8:00 am Barb Daly, Peter Morin, Sr. Kathryn
Stimac, Brian DeVarenne, Mary Wyler
9:30 am Pat Riley, Barbara Rossi, Leon Ward
10:00 am Rose Marie Anichini, Carlos Barragan,
Mary Donlan, Sarah Millar, Patrick
Robinson, Bob Backis, Debra Novak
10:30 am TBA
11:30 am Steven Monti, Chris Lincoln, Karen
Griebel, Troy McMillan, Lina Peon

Altar Servers

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
5:00 pm Fiona Reynolds, Katie Dunning, Joey
Dunning

SUNDAY, MARCH 3
10:00 am Miriam Itta, Leila Vargas, Ethan Vargas
11:30 am Kayla Malloy, Leah Malloy, Ellie Siegle
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Milestones

e e P e e P P e P e e P P e P P P e P e e P P e P e e P P e P

o
e o o e e e e o e e e e o e e o e e o e e o e e o e e o e e e

Please Pray
for Our
Parishioners
and Friend's

Carlene Lorys

Johnny Outlaw
Anthony Susin
Geraldine Clark

Helen Stryczek

Rest in Peace

Michele Mulcahy,
sister of Mary Mulcahy

Mary Evans,
mother of Michael Evans

Sr. Agnes Kelly, OSB

New
Parishioners

Katherine Watts

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Richard J. Prendergast, Pastor
Brenda K. Arreloa, Heart to Heart Office Staff
Mary Clare Barker, Minister of Music
Art Blumberg, Director of Parish Management and Facilities
Jane Callahan-Moore, Director of Parish Social Services
Kevin Chears, Pastoral Associate
Laurie Hasbrook, Office Staff
Amanda Kvasnica, Office Staff
Jim Potthast, Family Minister
Tracy Shields, Minister of First Impressions/Communications
Sr. Judith Zonsius, Office Manager

OTHER PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Michael Bradley, Resident
Rev. Dominic Grassi, Retired Pastor
Rev. William Kenneally, Pastor Emeritus
Carol Beatty, St. Gertrude East Music Director

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 11:30 am
9:30 am St. Gertrude East (Sacred Heart School/Sheridan and Granville)
10:30 am Mass in the Gym (except summer months)
Monday through Friday: 7:30 am (Thursday is a Communion Service.)
Saturday: 7:30 am and 5:00 pm (Sunday Vigil)

LOCATIONS:
Rectory: 1420 W. Granville Ave., Chicago, IL 60660 Phone: 773.764.3621
Website: www.stgertrudechicago.org
E-mail: stgertrude1420@stgertrudechicago.org
Ministry Center: 6214 N. Glenwood Ave., Chicago, IL 60660
Social Services Phone: 773.973.5464.
Social Hall: 1401 W. Granville Ave., Chicago, IL 60660

RECTORY BUSINESS HOURS
Monday - Friday: 8:30 am to 7:30 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am to 1:00 pm

HEART TO HEART
Senior outreach and social services connection: 773.973.5464

PARISH SCHOOL
Northside Catholic Academy: 773.743.6277
www.northsidecatholic.org

BAPTISM

Baptisms take place on the second and fourth Sundays of each month.
Additionally, baptisms will be incorporated into one of the weekend Masses
each month, with a different Mass having a baptism each month. Call the
Rectory to make arrangements to have a child baptized, and to RSVP to attend
a parent preparation meeting, held the first Monday of each month at 7:00 pm.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC?
We have an enriching program called the R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation for
Adults). Contact the Rectory for details.

MARRIAGE

Arrangements begin by setting up an appointment with the Pastor. Preparations
are to begin at least four months prior to the desired date.

MINISTRY OF CARE AND COMMUNION
Trained ministers will gladly visit and bring communion to those who are sick or
homebound. Please call the Rectory to make arrangements.

NEW PARISHIONERS

You are most welcome and are invited to stop in at the Rectory to introduce yourself
and register, or register with one of the greeters before or after any Mass.
Registration is also available online at www.stgertrudechicago.org.

RECONCILIATION
Individual: Saturday from 4:15-4:45 pm and by request.

COMMUNITY MEETINGS HELD AT ST. GERTRUDE

Al-Anon: Sundays at 7:00 pm in the Ministry Center

Open AA: Tuesdays at 7:30 pm in the Ministry Center, and
Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the school cafeteria.

Caris Pregnancy Center, pregnancy support, free pregnancy
tests, and post-abortion help: 312.229.5700.

Makko ho (Japanese yoga): Saturdays at 10:00 am in the
Ministry Center
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