CEC Member Statement on Meaningful Engagement
As members of the Community Engagement Council (CEC) for the 106 Coming Street site, we reaffirm our commitment to ensuring that the history, cultural significance, and human dignity associated with this burial ground are treated with the highest level of care, transparency, and respect.

We seek assurance that the CEC is not being used to justify or legitimize the College of Charleston’s permitting process or predetermined project outcomes. The CEC was established to provide meaningful community and descendant engagement, not solely to provide feedback on memorialization or public interpretation after key decisions have been made. Furthermore, descendant engagement — which is essential when working with burial grounds and culturally sensitive sites — has not yet occurred and remains a significant gap in the process.

For projects as sensitive as this, meaningful engagement must include informed consent from the descendant community. At present, no formal process for obtaining informed consent has taken place. Without a clear mechanism for deliberation and decision-making — including a transparent voting process — there can be no claim that informed consent has been achieved. There remain divergent views among CEC members and within the broader community regarding the appropriate treatment, protection, and future of the site. Those differences must be acknowledged and addressed through a structured and accountable process, not presumed resolved.

Meaningful engagement requires openness to diverse perspectives regarding the treatment, protection, and future of the site — including perspectives that may challenge or propose alternatives to the College’s current plans. Engagement that limits discussion to memorialization alone does not constitute true community partnership or shared decision-making.

The recent statement from the Board of Trustees indicating that the project is to move forward, even before informed consent from the descendant community has been secured, raises serious concerns about the role and authority of the CEC. If the College of Charleston’s intention is to proceed with development plans regardless of community and descendant concerns, as the Board of Trustees’ resolution proposes, then the purpose and integrity of the CEC must be reevaluated. Authentic engagement requires that community input has the potential to influence outcomes, not simply inform presentation.

CEC members remain willing to participate in good faith collaboration. However, this collaboration must include transparency, responsiveness to previously raised concerns, and a shared commitment to preserving the dignity of those interred at this site. If meaningful community engagement cannot be clearly established and maintained, it may become difficult for some participants to continue dedicating their time and expertise to the CEC process.
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