
Key Concepts for the Colonial Period 

Pre-
Columbian 
Civilizations 

North America- 
Cahokia- 
Hopewell Mound Builders- 
Iroquois Confederacy 
Pueblo Peoples 
Central/South American 

1) Mayans 
2) Aztecs 
3) Incans 

Columbian 
Exchange 

 

 

Major 
European 
Powers 

Portugal-Dias 
Vasco DeGama 

 Spain-Colombus 
Cortez 
Pizarro 

 England-Hudson 
 

 France-Cartier 
 

 Dutch/ Netherlands- New Amsterdam 
 

 Sweden- New Sweden 
 

 

Spanish Colonial Terms 

Black Legend  
 

Encomienda  
 

Mestizos  
 

3 sisters  

Pope’s Rebellion 
(New Mexico) 

 
 

Treaty of 
Torsedillas 

 

St. Augustine, FL  

Spanish Armada  
 



Joint Stock 
Company 

 

Jamestown-
1607 

 

John Smith   
 

Powhatan  
 

John Rolfe  
 

Chesapeake Bay 
Colonies 

Virginia- 
Lord Calvert/Baltimore- 

Virginia House 
of Burgesses 

 

Indentured 
Servitude 

 

Headright 
system 

 

Maryland Act of 
Toleration(1649) 

 

French Quebec 
founded (1608) 

 

Mayflower 
Compact 

 

Plymouth (1620) 
 

William Bradford- 

Massachusetts 
Bay Colony 
(1630) 

John Winthrop- 
 
“City on a Hill” 

Harvard Univ.  

Rhode Island Roger Williams 
Anne Hutchinson 

Fundamental Orders 
of Connecticut 

Thomas Hooker- 

Pequot Indian 
Massacre (1636) 

 

King Phillip’s 
War (1676) 

“Metacom” 

Rhode Island Roger Williams 
Anne Hutchinson 

Connecticut Hooker- 

S. & N. Carolina  
Crops- 1)                             2)                                                 3)?!?- 

Pennsylvania William Penn- 
Quakers 

Georgia John Oglethorpe- 
 

 


