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What We Offer, How We’re Different, and What to Expect



Encouraging American Public Education

Northwest Ordinance of 1787

"Religion, morality and knowledge 
being necessary to good 
government and the happiness of 
mankind, schools and the means 
of education shall forever be 
encouraged."



Public Charter Schools Launched 1990s

https://www.publiccharters.org/


The Founding Board

The Monadnock Freedom to Learn Coalition held 
its first meeting on January 3, 2021.

An investment in knowledge pays the best interest. 
– Benjamin Franklin

Educating the mind without educating the heart is 
no education at all. – Aristotle

November 10, 2021



We’re Approved!

Thank you to Commissioner Edelblut, 
the staff at DOE, The Founders 
Academy, and Windham Academy for 
their support and guidance!

NH State Board of Education unanimously 
approved our charter on November 10, 2021.



Fast Facts 

✓ Open enrollment, tuition-free, K-12 public charter school

✓ Peterborough, NH

✓ Initially offering K-5 September 2022

✓ Year One ~200 K-5 students, 10 classroom teachers

✓ Hillsdale College’s K-12 Program Guide

✓Art, music, physical education

✓Public Board of Trustees

✓Year One Projected Expenses $1.994M



Our Mission

To train the minds and inspire the hearts of our 

students through a classical liberal arts and sciences 

education that supports academic achievement, 

virtuous living, and responsible citizenship.

Compassion * Courage * Gratitude * Humility * Integrity
Perseverance * Respect * Responsibility * Service



What is classical education?

Classical education is a proven and 
time-tested education of the mind 
and heart.

It is rooted in the liberal arts and 
sciences  -- history, literature, math, 
science as well as art, music, and 
foreign language.

It offers a firm grounding in civic 
virtue and cultivates moral 
character. 



The Classical 
Approach



Key Characteristics
1. Centrality of Western tradition in the study of subjects
2. A rich and recurring examination of American traditions
3. Explicit phonics and grammar instruction
4. Latin
5. Acknowledgement of objective standards of correctness and truth
6. School culture of respect, discipline and studiousness
7. A content-rich, balanced curriculum
8. Teachers convey knowledge using traditional methods
9. Use technology effectively but without diminishing faculty
10. Serve grades K-12

Source:  The Barney Charter School Initiative, Hillsdale College



K-1

Alphabet, phonics, and 
print handwriting

2-3

Practice decoding, working 
toward fluency, and learning 
cursive handwriting

4-5

Master fluency, increase 
vocabulary, introduce explicit 
grammar lessons, use cursive 
handwriting, and learn to type 
on a keyboard

6-8

Continue explicit grammar 
lessons and classical writing 
composition lessons

9-12

Reinforce grammar and classical 
writing skills and utilize across 
subject areas with an emphasis on 
good logic and rhetoric application 



Hillsdale College’s K-12 Program Guide





How We Are Different

• Curriculum

• Teaching methods

• Character education

• Parent board members

• Uniforms



What to Expect in Year One

• Start up!

• Focus on finances, fundraising
• $7,338 per student

• Federal Title funds

• Federal CSP grant

• Facility

• Academic transition

• Building culture 



The Top 5 FAQs

• What is the school calendar? What are the hours?

• Do you provide transportation?

• My child has an IEP. Do you provide special education services?

• Is lunch offered? 

• How does the lottery work for siblings?



Next Steps
• Ongoing enrollment:

• Enrollment form

• Records request

• Birth certificate

• Proof of residency

• Why Lionheart



Contact us with questions or concerns!
Info@LionheartClassical.org

Kerry Bedard  Liz Wilber  

Thank you for your support!

mailto:Info@LionheartClassical.org

